, 


JOURNALS 


/ 


c 


o  F 


O  N  G  R  E  S  S 


CONTAINING  THE 


p  R  o  c  E  E  D  I  NGS 


From  Sept.  5.  i774.  t0  Jan.  I??6. 


PUBL,SHED  BY  or  coNGRESS. 


VOLUME  I. 

I 


PliZLADELPHlA 
^RJNTED  AND  SOLD  BVR.AITKEN, 


BOOK  SELLER,  FRONT-STREET. 

M.DCC.LXXVII, 


p 


31n  C  ©  <g>  J3,  <g 

September  26,  1776. 

RESOLVED, 

,.  ? H i1  thl  Co,nmittee  appointed  to  fuperinteni 

.  <  &  w  fc  «*»*  w 

?  ’  '0k"‘  “  re^"'  <fc  A«  >«™«*  fr,„  ti, 

™lth  a  p0jJibU  ExPedition>  and  to  continue  to  print  the 

Extia&  from  the  Minutes, 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary 
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CONGRESS 


Monday,  September  5,  1774. 


A  NUMBER  of  the  Delegates,  chofen  and  appointed  by 
the  feveral  Colonies  and  Provinces  in  North- America,  to 
meet  and  hold  a  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia ,  aflembled  at 
the  Carpenter'  s-Hall. 


PRESENT. 

1 

From  New-Hampshire, 

Major  John  Sullivan,  Efq.  Col.  Nathaniel  Fulfom,  Efq. 

From  Massachussetts-Ba y. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Cujhing,  Efq.  John  Adams,  Efq. 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  'Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efq. 

From  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 
The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins, Efq.  The  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Efq. 

From  Connecti  CUT. 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer ,  Efq.  The  Hon.  Roger  Sherman ,  Efq. 

Silas  Deane ,  Efq. 


From  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  and  other  Counties  in 

the  Province  of  New-York. 

James  Duane  Efq.  Philip  Livingjlon,  Efq. 

John  Jay ,  Efq.  Ifaac  Low,  Efq. 

From 


P 
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From  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  the  Province  of  New-York. 

Col.  Willi  am  Floyd ,  Efq.. 

_  From  New- Jersey. 

l{r/rS  kijfyF  John  Dehart ,  Efq. 

U ilham  Livingjlon,  Efq.  Stephen  Crane,  Efq. 

Richard  Smithy  Efq. 

From  Pennsylvania. 

lie  tton.  Jofeph  Galloway, Efq.  Charles  Humphreys ,  Efq. 

Samuel  Rhoads,  Efq.  Jchn  Ep  *  * 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq.  Edward  Biddle ,  Efq. 

From  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware, 

1  he  Hon*  C*far  Rodney,  Efq.  Thomas  M  Kean,  Efq. 

George  Read,  Efq. 

From  Maryland. 

Robert  Goldjborough,  Efq.  William  Paca,  Efq. 

Samuel  Chafe ,  Efq. 

From  Virginia. 

The  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq.  Richard  Bland,  Efq. 

George  Washington  Efq.  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq. 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq. 

From  South-Carolina. 

Henry  Middletown  Efq.  Chriftofher  Gadfen,  Efq. 

John  Rutledge,  Efq.  _  Thomas  Lynch,  Efq. 

Kdward  Rutledge ,  Efq. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefident,  when  the 
Lion.  1  eyto?i  Randolph,  Efq.  was  unanimoufly  ele&ed. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Secretary 
The  Gentlemen  from  the  feveral  Colonies  produced  their  re- 
pecuve  Credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

Province  ij/'New-Hampshire. 

..  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Deputies  appointed  by  the  feveral  Towns 
tn  this  Province  held  at  Exeter  in  the  County  of  Rockingham,  2  ill 
July,  1774,  for  the  election  of  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  to  join  the  General  Congrefs  propofed.  Prefent  8  c  Mem- 
bers.  J 

The  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 
r.  y°TED’  That  Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Colonel  Nathaniel 
Fulfom,  Efqrs.  be  appointed  and  empowered,  as  Delegates,  on  the 
I>ai  t  of  this  1  rovmce,  to  attend  and  ailiit  in  the  General  Congrefs 
or  Delegates  fiom  the  other  Colonies,  at  fuch  time  and  place,  as 

may 
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'  *>*y  be  appointed  to  devife,  confult,  and  adopt  fuch  Meafures,  as 
may  have  the  mofl  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  Colonies  from 
their  prefent  Difficulties  ;  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  their  Rights, 
Liberties,  and  Privileges,  and  to  reflore  that  Peace,  Harmony, 
and  mutual  Confidence,  which  once  happily  fubtifted  between  the 
Parent  Country  and  her  Colonies. 

J.  We  ntworth,  Chair matu 

Province  of  Massachsetts-Ba  y. 

In  the  Honfe  op  Re  prefent  at  ives ,  June  17,  1774. 

This  Houfe  having  duly  conlidered  and  being  deeply  affedted 
with  the  unhappy  differences,  which  have  long  fubtifted  and  are 
in  creating,  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  do 
Refolve:  That  a  Meeting  of  Committees  from  the  feveral  Colonies 
on  this  Continent,  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary,  to  confult 
upon  the  prefent  State  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Miferies  to  which 
they  are  and  mull  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  certain  A6fs  of 
Parliament  refpe6ling  America ,  and  to  deliberate  and  determine 
upon  wife  and  proper  Meafures  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all 
the  Colonies,  for  the  recovery  and  e-ftablifhment  of  their  juft 
Rights  and  Lioerties,  civil  and  religious,  and  the  reftoration  of 
Union  and  Harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies, 
moft  ardently  detired  by  all  good  Men.  Therefore,  Refolved, 
That  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoine ,  Efq.  the  Lion.  Thomas  Cnfhin 
£fq.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams ,  John  Adams ,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine , 
Efqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part 
of  this  Province,  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  any  three  of  whom  to 
be  a  Quorum  ;  to  meet  fuch  Committees  or  Delegates  from  the 
other  Colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed  either  by  their  re» 
fpedtive  Houfes  of  Burgeffes,  or  Reprefentatives,  or  by  Convention, 
or  by  the  Committees  of  Correfpondence  appointed  by  the  refpec- 
tive  Houfes  of  Affembly,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  or  any  other 
Place  that  fhall  be  judged  moil  fuitable  by  the  Committee,  on  the 
iff  Day  of  September  next  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  be 
directed,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Speakers  of  the  Houfes  of  Burgeffes 
or  Reprefentatives  in  the  feveral  Colonies,  to  inform  them  of  the 
futrftance  of  thefe  Refolves. 

Samuel  Adams,  Clerk. 
Rhode-Island. 

By  the  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Efq.  Governor,  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  and  over  the  Rnglijh  Colony  of  - 

Rhode- If  and,  and  Providence  Plantations ,  in  Neon- England,  in 
America . 

To  the  Hon .  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq.  and  the  Hon .  Samuel  Ward, 

Efq .  Greeting . 

Whereas  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Colony  aforefaid,  have 
nominated  and  appointed  you  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 

Ward 9 
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ffT’  fl°  rePre/ent  the  PeoPIe  °f  this  Colony  in  a  General  Con- 
gteis  of  Reprefentatives  from  this  and  the  other  Colonies,  at  fuch 
ime  and  place  as  Ihould  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Major  Part  of  the 
Committees  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  Colonies  in  gene- 
ra  ’  ,  °  t  tere  oie  heieby  authorife,  impower,  and  commiflionate 
you  the  fold  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair  to  the 
City  ot  rbtladelphia,  it  being  the  place  agreed  upon  by  the  Major 
Part  of  the  Colonies,  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet 
and  join  with  the  Commiffioners  or  Delegates  from  the  other  Co¬ 
lonies,  in  confuting  upon  proper  Meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
the  feveral  Ads  of  the_  Britijh  Parliament  for  levying  Taxes  upon 
is  Majefty  s  Subje&s  in  America,  without  their  confent,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  an  Act  lately  paffed  for  blocking  up  the  Port  of  Bojlon, 
and  upon  proper  Meafures  to  eftablilh  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
the  Colonies  upon  a  juft  and  folid  Foundation,  agreeable  to  the 
Initruetions  given  you  by  the  General  Affembly. 

[L.  S.]  Given  under  my  Hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  faid  Colony, 
this  loth  Day  of  Augujl,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1774, 
and  the  14th  of  the  Reign  of  his  molt  Sacred  Majefty 
George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great- 
Britain ,  <$tc, 


By  his  Honour’s  Command,  Henry  Ward ,  Sec. 


J.  Wanton. 


Connecticut. 

In  the  Honfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  cf  Connecticut, 

June  3 d,  1774. 

Whereas  a  Congrefs  of  Commiffioners  from  the  feveral  Britifo 
Colonies  in  A?nerica ,  is  propofed  by  fome  of  our  neighbouring 
Colonies,  and  thought  neceffary;  and  whereas  it  may  be  found  ex* 
pedient  that  fuch  Congrefs  fhould  be  convened  before  the  next 
Seffions  of  this  Affembly: 

Resolved  by  this  Houfe,  That  the  Committee  of  Correfpond- 
ence  be  and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  on  Application  to  them 
made,  or  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  found  neceffary,  to  appoint 
a  fuitable  number  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs,  or  Convention  of  Com¬ 
miffioners,  or  Committees  of  the  feveral  Colonies  in -Britijh  Ame¬ 
rica  ,  and  the  Perfons  thus  to  be  chofen  fhall  be  and  they  are  here¬ 
by  directed,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs;  to 
confult  and  advife  on  proper  Meafures  for  advancing  the  belt 
Good  of  the  Colonies,  and  fuch  Conferences,  from  time  to  time, 
to  report  to  this  Houfe. 

A  true  Extradi  and  Copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe. . 

William  Willi  ams.  Clerk. 

Colo?jy  of  Connecticut,  jf. 

New- London ,  July  13th,  1774. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  this 
Colony.  >1  The 


September  5,  1774.  5. 

The  Hon.  Ebenezer  Silliman ,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer ,  the  Hon.  William  Samuel  JohnJlon , 
Erajlus  Wolcott ,  iSY/#/  Deane ,  and  Richard  Law,  Efqrs.  were  no¬ 
minated,  purfuant  to  the  Adi  of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  keprefenta- 
tives  of  the  faid  Colony,  at  their  Seffions  in  May  laft,  either  three 
of  which  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this 
Colony,  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs  of  the  Colonies,  propofed 
to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  firft  Hay  of  September  next,  or 
at  fuch  other  time  and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Colonies, 
to  confult  and  advife  with  the  Commiflioners  or  Committees  of  the 
feveral  Englifh  Colonies  in  America,  on  proper  Meafures  for  advan¬ 
cing  the  bell  Good  of  the  Colonies. 

Signed,  Ebenezer  Silliman ,  William  Williams ,  Benjamin  Payne , 
Erajlus  Wolcott ,  jofeph  Trumbull ,  Samuel  H.  Parfons ,  Nathaniel 
Wales ,  jun.  Silas  Deane * 

Hartford ,  Augiijl  1774. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  this  Co¬ 
lony. 

Erajlus  Wolcott ,  Chairman. 

The  Hon.  William  Samuel  johnfon ,  Eraftus  Wolcott ,  and  Richard 
Law,  Efqrs.  nominated  by  this  Committee  at  New-London,  on  the 
13th  of  July  laft,  as  Perfons  proper  to  attend  the  General  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  firft  of  September  next, 
as  by  faid  appointment,  being  unable  by  reafon  of  previous  En¬ 
gagements  and  the  ftate  of  their  Health,  to  attend  faid  Congrefs 
on  behalf  of  this  Colony  ;  the  Hon.  Roger  Sherman ,  and  Jofeph 
Trumbull, Efqrs.  were  nominated  in  the  Place  of  the  aforefaid  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  as  Perfons  proper  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of 
this  Colony,  either  of  which  are  empowered,  with  the  Hon.  Eli¬ 
phalet  Dyer ,  and  Silas  Deane,  Efqrs.  for  that  purpofe. 

Signed,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
Nathaniel  Wales,  jun.  Samuel  //.  Parfons,  Samuel  Bijhop . 

New-York. 

By  duly  certified  Polls,  taken  by  proper  Perfons  in  feven 
Wards,  it  appears,  that  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  Philip  Living - 
fton,  Ifaac  Low,  and  John  Alfop,  Efqrs.  were  elected  as  Delegates 
for  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  to  attend  the  Congreis  at 
Philadelphia ,  the  firft  Day  of  September  next ;  and  at  a  Meeting 
of  the  Committees  of  feveral  Diftri£ls  in  the  County  of  Weft-Chef- 
ter,  the  fame  Gentleman  were  appointed  to  reprefent  that  County; 
alfo  by  a  Letter  from  Jacob  Lanfing,  jun.  Chairman,  in  behalf  of 
the  Committee  for  Albany,  it  appears  that  that  City  and  County 
had  adopted  the  fame  for  their  Delegates.  By  another  Letter  it 
appears,  that  the  Committee  from  the  feveral  Diftrifls  in  the 
County  of  Duchefs ,  had  likewife  adopted  the  fame  as  Delegates 
,  to 
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othe?Tn  nt  tl!at  Coun,ty,  in  Con5refs’  and  that  Committees  of 
otliei  Towns  approve  of  them  as  their  Delee-ates. 

in  tLa  r,|tl"S  drlllL; lttefted  ;t  aPPears>  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
r,H,  ColonP  of  Neou-York,  have  appointed  Colonel  William 
■tloyd,  to  icprefent  them  in  Congrefs. 

New-Jerse  y. 

To  Jama  Kitifey,  William  Living/Ion,  John  Dehart,  Stephen 
Crane,  and  Richard  Smith,  Efqrs.  each  and  every  of  you. 

i  ^he  Committees,  appointed  by  the  feveral  Counties  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Neon-  Jerfey,  to  nominate  Deputies,  to  reprefent  the  fame 
m  General  Congrefs  of  Deputies,  from  the  other  Colonies  in  X- 
merica,  convened  at  the  City  of  New-Bninfroick,  have  nominated 
«.nd  appointed,  and  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you,  and 
each  of  you,  Deputies,  to  reprefent  the  Colony  of  Neon-  Jerfey,  in 
the  faid  General  Congrefs.  In  Teftimony  whereof,  the  Chairman 
of  the  fatd  feveral  Committees  here  met,  have  hereunto  fet  their 
idanas,  this  twenty-third  Day  July,  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  the 

Keign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  Third,  and  in  the 
I  ear  or  our  Dgrd,  1 7  74. 

fZ^Williain  P-  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moores,  Robert 
johnfon,  Robert  Field ,  Robert  Friend  Price ,  Peter  Zabrifkie ,  Sa¬ 
muel  Tucker ,  Edward  Taylor >  Hendrick  Fijher ,  Archibald  Stew¬ 
art,  Thomas  Anderfon ,  Abia  Brown ,  Mark  Thompfon . 

Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  Votes  of  AiTembly, 

pRIDAY,  July  2  2(1,  1774,  A.  M. 

„  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  taking  into  their  moil  fe- 
rious  Confideration,  the  Unfortunate  Differences  which  have  long 
fubfifled  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  and 
'being  greatly  encreafed  by  the  Operation  and  Effe&s  of  divers  late 
Ads  ofth z.BritiJh  Parliament. 

Resolved  N.  C.  D.  That,  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceffity  that  a 
Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  feveral  Colonies  be  held  as  foon  as 
'conveniently  may  be,  to  confult  together  upon  the  prefent  unhap¬ 
py  State  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  Plan  for  the 
Purpofes  of  obtaining  redrefs  of  American  Grievances,  afeertain- 
ing  American  Rights  upon  the  mod  folid  and  conftitutional  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  for  eltablifhing  that  Union  and  Harmony  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies,  which  is  indifpenfably  neceffary 
to  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  both. 

Eodem  die ,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Rcfolve  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and,  after  fome  Debate  thereon, 
adopting  and  confirming  the  fame. 


Resolved 
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Resolved  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Hon.  Jofiph  Galloway,  Spea- 
her ;  Samuel  Rhoads ,  Thomas  Mifflin ,  Charles  Humphreys ,  John 
Morton ,  George  Rofs ,  and  Edward  Biddle ,  Efquires,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  on  the  Part  of  this  Province 
for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  do 
meet  fuch  Committees  or  Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies,  as 
have  been  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by  their  refpe&ive  Houfes 
of  Reprefentatives,  or  by  Convention,  or  by  the  Provincial  or 
Colony  Committees,  at  fuch  time  and  place,  as  (hall  be  generally- 
agreed  on  by  fuch  Committees. 

The  three  Counties  New- Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on 

Delaware. 


Auguft  t,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Government  of  the 
Counties  of  New-Cajlle,  Ke?it ,  and  Sufflex ,  on  Delaware ,  met  at 
New-Cajile,  in  purfuance  of  Circular  Letters  from  the  Speaker  of 
•the  Houfe,  who  was  requeued  to  write  and  forward  the  fame  to 
the  Members  of  Aflembly,  by  the  Committees  of  Correfpondence 
for  the  feveral  Counties  aforefaid,  chofen  and  appointed  for  that 
among  other  purpofes,  by  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the 
faid  Counties  refpeClively  :  And  having  chofen  a  Chairman,  and 
read  the  Refolves  of  the  three  refpe&ive  Counties,  and  fundry 
Letters  from  the  Committees  of  Correfpondence  along  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  they  Unanimoudy  entered  into  the  following  Refolution,  viz. 

We  the  Reprefentatives  aforefaid,  by  Virtue  of  the  power  dele¬ 
gated  to  us,  as  aforefaid,  taking  into  our  mod  feripus  confidera- 
tion  the  feveral  Ads  of  the  Britijh  parliament,  for  redrawing 
Manufactures  in  his  Majedy’s  colonies  and  plantations  in  North - 
America , — for  taking  away  the  property  of  the  Colonids  without 
their  participation  or  confent, — for  the  Introduction  of  the  arbi¬ 
trary  powers  of  Fxcife  into  the  Cudoms  here,- — for  the  snaking  all 
revenue  caufes  triable  without  Jury,  and  under  the  Deeiiion  of  a 
(ingle  dependent  Judge, — for  the  trial,  in  England,  of  perfons 
accufed  of  capital  Crimes,  committed  in  the  Colonies,— for  the 
(hutting  up  the  port  of  Bojlon , — for  new  modeling  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Mafflachufetts-Bay ,  and  the  Operation  of  the  fame  011 
the  property,  liberty,  and  lives  of  the  Colonids  ;  and  alfo  conii- 
dering,  that  the  mod  eligible  Mode  of  determining  upon  the  pre- 
mifes,  and  of  endeavouring  to  procure  Relief  and  Redrefs  of  our 
Grievances,  would  have  been  by  us  adembled  in  a  legiflative  capa¬ 
city,  but  that  as  the  Houfe  had  adjourned  to  the  30th  Day  of 
September  next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  cxpeded,  that  his  Honour  the 
Governor  would  call  us,  by  Writs  of  Summons,  on  this  Occafion, 
having  refufed  to  do  the  like  in  his  other  province  of  Fennfyhania; 
the  next  mod  proper  Method,  of  anfwering  the  Expectations  and 

Dyhrep 
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S  cw/°f  rx?ConftItu.ents> and  of  contributing  our  Aid  to  thegene- 

hl}?  fX°{/m7'CV  f.10  aPP°,nt  Commiffioners  or  Deputies  m  be- 
xiaif  of  the  People  of  this  Government  tn  j  xx  •  7  ,r 

appointed  by  the  other  Provinces,  in  General  Congrefs^  and  we  dcf 

Si’  and“fV 0ir’Efte  and  app0int  C*f“r  R°’dne?'  7h™«‘ 

l-LKean,  and  t  w, ^  A^.Efqrs.  or  any  two  of  them.  Denudes 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  Government,  in  a  general  Continen¬ 
ce HrftSdfwPrOP°?lt0 ;  M  3t  th£  ^Philadelphia,  on 
tnc  hill  Monday  m  September  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or  nlace 

that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there,  to  confulRnd 
adv.fe  with  the  Deputies  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  to  determine 

S  SCr0''3'*1^’  as  may  be  judged  molt 
d  r  Ih  I-??  immediately  and  unitedly  to  adopt,  in 

t;;n  oppreir'd  ^  *-j  ih«  "<“• 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Calsar  Rodney,  Chaimian . 

Maryland. 

.  Atra  Meeting  of  the  Committees  appointed  by  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, ,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  the 
22d  Day  of  June  1774.  and  continued  by  Adjournment,  from 
Day  to  Day,  till  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month. 

Matthew  Tilghman ,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

John  Ducket ,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Tilghman ,  Thomas  Johnfon ,  iun 
Robert  Goldjborough ,  Paca,  and  Samuel  Chafe ,  Efqrs.  or 

any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  Deputies  for  this  Province,  to  attend 
a  General  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  Colonies,  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on  ;  to  effeft  one  general  Plan  of  Con¬ 
duct,  operating  on  the  Commercial  Connection  of  the  Colonies 
with  the  Mother  Country,  for  the  relief  of  Boflon,  and  prefervation 
of  American  Liberty. 


Virginia. 

Monday  the  firft  of  Auguf ,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1774. 

At  a  general  Meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  different  Counties 
in  this  Colony,  convened  in  the  City  of  IViUiamJhurgh ,  to  take 
under  their  conuderation  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  fituati- 
011  of  the  Continent  of  North- America, 

H011.  Peyton  Randolph ,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

It  was  unanimoufly  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Meeting,  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  to  the  fecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  that  a  General  Congrefs  of  Deputies 
from  all  the  Colonies,  affemble  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  Situa¬ 
tions  will  admit,  to  conliderof  the  mo  ft  proper  and  effectual  Man¬ 
ner  of  fo  operating  on  the  Commercial  Connexion  of  the  Colonies 

with 
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with  the  Mother-Country,  as  to  procure  Redrefs  for  the  much  in¬ 
jured  Province  of  Maffach ufeits -Bay,  to  fecure  Britifb  America. 
from  the  Ravage  and  Ruin  of  arbitrary  Taxes,  and  fpeedily  to 
procure  the  Return  of  that  Harmony  and  Union  fo  beneficial  to 
the  whole  Empire,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  all  Britifb  America . 

Friday,  Augufl  y th ,  1774. 

The  Meeting  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  Delegates,  to  repre- 
fent  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs,  when  the  Honourable  Pey¬ 
ton  Randolph ,  Richard  Henry  Lee ,  George  IVajhington ,  Patrick 
Henry ,  Richard  Bland ,  Benja?nin  Harrifon ,  and  Edmund  Pendle¬ 
ton ,  Efquires,  were  appointed  for  that  Purpofe. 

South -Carol  in  a. 

t 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly,  Tueflay ,  the  2d  Day  of 

Augufi,  1774. 

Colonel  Powell  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  during  the  Recefs 
of  th  is  Houfe,  viz.  on  the  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  Days  of  July 
laft,  at  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  they 
having  under  Confideration  the  AHs  of  Parliament  lately  pafied 
with  Regard  to  the  Port  of  Boflon  and  Colony  of  Maffachufetls - 
Bay,  as  well  as  other  American  Grievances,  had  nominated  and 
appointed  the  Honourable  Henry  Middleton ,  John  Rutledge , 
'Thomas  Lynch ,  Chrijlopher  Gddfden ,  and  .Edward  Rutledge ,  Efqrs. 
Deputies  on  the  Part  and  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  the  De¬ 
puties  of  the  other  Colonies  of  North- America ,  in  General  Con¬ 
grefs,  the  firll  Monday  in  September  next  at  Philadelphia ,  or  at  a- 
ny  other  Time  and  Place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  there 
to  confider  the  A6ts  lately  paffed,  and  Bills  depending  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  with  Regard  to  the  Port  of  Boflon  and  Colony  of  Majfachu - 
fetts-Bay\  which  A6ls  and  Bills  in  the  Precedent  and  Confequences, 
affeft  the  whole  Continent  of  America — alfo  the  Grievances  under 
which  America  labours,  by  Reafon  of  thefeveral  A£ts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  that  impofe  Taxes  or  Duties  for  railing  a  Revenue,  and  lay 
unnecefiary  Reftraints  and  Burdens  on  Trade. —  And  of  the  Sta¬ 
tutes,  parliamentary  A6ts,  and  Royal  Inftruftions,  which  make 
an  invidious  Diftindlion  between  his  Majeily’s  Subjects  in  Great- 
Britain  and  America,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  concert,  a- 
gree  to,  and  eifeflually  profecute  fuch  legal  Meafures,  as  in  the  O- 
pinion  of  the  faid  Deputies,  and  of  the  Deputies  fo  to  be  affem- 
bled,  fnall  be  moil  likely  to  obtain  a  Repeal  of  the  faid  A&s,  and 
a  Redrefs  of  thofe  Grievances :  And  thereupon  moved  that  this 
Houfe  do  refolve  to  recognize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  faid  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Deputies  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  this  Houfe  do  recognize,  ratify, 
and  confirm  the  Appointment  of  the  faid  Deputies  for  the  purpof¬ 
es  mentioned  in  the  faid  Motion. 

Attefled ,  Thomas  Farr,  jun.  Clerk. 

B  Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  Septe?nber  6,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Prefent .  The  fame  Members  as  Yefterday,  and  moreover  from 
the  Colony  of  Virginia ,  Richard  Henry  Lee ,  Efquire. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  Confideration  of  Rules  of  Conduct 
to  be  obferved  in  debating  and  determining  the  Queflions,  that 
oome  under  Confideration. 

Resolved,  That  in  determining  Queflions  in  this  Congrefs* 
each  Colony  or  province  fhall  have  one  Vote. — The  Congrefs  not 
being  poffeffed  of,  or  at  prefent  able  to  procure  proper  Materials 
for  afeertaining  the  Importance  of  each  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  no  perfon  fhall  fpeak  more  than  twice  on  the 
fame  point,  without  Leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  no  Queftion  fhall  be  determined  the  Day,  on 
which  it  is  agitated  and  debated,  if  any  one  of  the  Colonies  defire 
the  Determination  to  be  poflponed  to  another  Day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Door  be  kept  fhut  during  the  Time  of 
Eufinefs*  and  that  the  Members  confider  themfelves  under  the 
ftrongefl  Obligations  of  Honour,  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,. 
until  the  Majority  fhall  direct  them  to  be  made  public. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  ftate  the  Rights 
of  the  Colonies  in  general,  the  feveral  Inflances  in  which  thofer 
Rights  are  violated  or  infringed,  and  the  Means  moft  proper  to  be 
purfued  for  obtaining  a  Refloration  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
Number  of  which  it  fhall  coniift,  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port  the  feveral  Statutes,  which  afted  the  Trade  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  Colonies. 

Same  Order  as  above  refpeding  the  Appointment  and  Number 
of  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Duehe  be  defired  to  o- 
pen  the  Congrefs  to-morrow  morning  with  prayers,  at  the  Car¬ 
penter's  Hall  at  nine  o’Clock. 

Thomas  Johnfon ,  jun.  Efq;  one  of  the  Delegates  from  Mary¬ 
land,  attended  and  took  his  Seat. 

Extrad  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Diredors  of  the  Library  Com¬ 
pany  of  Philadelphia,  dated  Augujl  3  1  it,  1774, — dire&ed  to  the 
Prefident,  was  read,  as  follows  : 

“  Upon  Motion  ordered, 

“  That  the  Librarian  furnifh  the  Gentlemen,  who  are  to  meet 
in  Congrefs,  with  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Books  as  they  may  have  Occa- 
iion  for,  during  their  Sitting,  taking  a  Receipt  for  them. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Directors , 

William  At  t  mo  re,  Secretary .” 

Ordered,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  returned  to 
the  Diredors  of  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia ,  for  their 
obliging  Order .  Adj  turned 
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Adjourned  until  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wedn  esday.,  September  7,  1774,  A.  M. 

Agreeable  to  the  Refolve  of  Yefterday,  the  Meeting  was  open¬ 
ed  with  Prayers  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Duche . 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  Mr. 
Duche ,  by  Mr.  Cujhing  and  Mr.  Ward ,  for  performing  Divine 
Service,  and  for  the  excellent  Prayer,  which  he  compofed  and 
dd  fvered  on  the  Occahon. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  Confideration  the  Appointment  Gf 
the  Committees,  a  Vote  was  taken  on  the  Number  of  which  the 
firft  Committee  fhould  conlift,  and  by  a  great  Majority,  refolved 
that  it  con  lift  of  two  from  each  of  the  Colonies,  as  follows  : 

From  Newh amps h ire,  Major  John  Sullivan ,  and  Colonel 

Folfom . 

Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams*,  and  Mr.  John 
Adams. 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Hopkins ,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

Connecticut,  Colonel  Dyer ,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Nkw-York,  Mr.  Ja7nes  Duane ,  and  Mr.  John  Jay. 

N  ew-Jersey,  Mr.  Livingjion ,  and  Mr.  Dehart. 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  J of eph  Galloway ,  and  Mr.  Edward  Bid¬ 
dle. 

D  ex  a  ware  Government,  Mr.  Ceefar  Rodney,  and  Mr.  MlKean. 

Maryland,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Goldjhorough. 

Virginia,  Mr.  Lee ,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Lynch ,  and  Mr.  J.  Rutledge. 

Agreed  that  the  fecond  Committee  confifl  of  one  chofen  from 
each  Colony,  as  follows  : 


New  Hampjhire, 

Mr. 

Sullivan. 

Majfachufetts  -  Bay9 

Mr. 

Cufoing. 

Rhode -  Ifiandy 

Mr. 

Hopkins , 

Connecticut y 

Mr. 

Deane. 

New -York, 

Mr. 

Low. 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr. 

Kin  fey. . 

Pennfylvania , 

Mr. 

Mifflin. 

Delaware  Government , 

Mr. 

Read. 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Chafe. 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Henry. 

South-  Caroli  na, , 

Mr. 

Gadfden . 

Ordered,  That  Ifaac  Lefevre ,  and  Janies  Lynch,  be  employ  - 
cd  as  Door-Keepers  and-Meffengers  to  this  Congrefs. 

Re  solved,  That  the  Prefident  may  adjourn  the  Congrefs 
from  Day  to  Day,  when  he  finds  there  is  no  Bufinefs  prepared  to 
be  laid  before  them,  and  may,  when  he  finds  it  neceffary,  call 
them  together  before  the  Time  to  which  they  may  Hand  ad¬ 
journed. 

Adjourned 

\ 
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Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o’clock.  ' 
i  he  Prcndent,  agreeable  to  the  Refolveofthe  feventh  Inftant, 
adjourned  the  Congrefs  from  Day  to  Day  until, 

Monday,  September  12,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met. 

Matt henxi  Tilgbman,  Efq;  one  of  the  Delegates  from  Maryland, 
appeared  and  took  his  Seat. 

.  No  P.llfineffl  bei‘ng  prepared  forthe  Congrefs,  the  Prefident  ad¬ 
journed  it  until  Tuefday,  and  from  Tuefday  until  Wednefday. 

Wednesday,  September  14,  1774,  A.  M. 

William  Hooper ^and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efquires,  two  of  the  Depu- 
tiesfimm  Nortb-Carolina,  attended  the  Congrefs,  and  produced 
their  Credentials,  as  follows:  r 

North-Carouna,  At  a  General  Meeting  of  Deputies  of  the 
^nhabuants  or  this  Province,  Newbern,  the  25th  Day  of  Augujt, 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  Propofal  of  a  General 
Congrem,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  on  the  twentieth 
-Uayof  Septembers  t,  then  and  there  to  deliberate  upon  the  pre- 
ient  date  of  Britijh  America ,  and  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  they 
may  deem  prudent  to  effect  the  Purpofe  of  deferibing  with  Cer¬ 
tainty  the  Rights  of  Americans ,  repairing  the  Breach  made  in 
thoie  Rights,  and  for  guarding  them  for  the  Future  from  any  fuch 
Violations  done  under  tne  Sanction  of  public  Authority. 

Resolved,  That  William  Hooper ,  Jofeph  Hewes ,  and  Rickard 
CaJ-wel! ,  Efquires,  and  every  of  them  be  Deputies  to  attend  fuch 
Congrefs,  and  they  are  hereby  inverted  with  fuch  Powers,  as  may 
maice  any  Adis  done  by  them  or  Confent  given  in  Behalf  of  this 
Province,  obligatory  in  Honour  upon  every  Inhabitant  hereof, 
who  is  not  an  Alien  to  his  Country’s  good,  and  an  Apoftate  to  the 
Liberties  of  America . 

Signed ,  John  Hervey,  Moderator . 

Attejled ,  Andrew  Knox ,  Clerk. 

The  above  being  read  and  approved,  the  Deputies  took  their 
Seats. 

Henry  Wifner,  a  Delegate  from  the  County  of  Orange ,  in  the 
Colony  of  New-York,  appeared  at  Congrefs,  and  produced  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  his  Election  by  the  faid  County,  which  being  read  and 
approved,  he  took  his  Seat  in  Congrefs  as  a  Deputy  for  the  Colo¬ 
ny  of  New-York . 

George  Rofs ,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the  Province  of  Pcnnfyl - 
vania ,  and  John  Alfop,  Efq;  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the  Colony 
of  New-York ,  appeared  and  took  their  Seats  in  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  William  Hooper  and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efqrs; 
from  North-Carolina ,  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
Rate  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies.  Ordered,, 
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Ordered,  That  William  Hooper ,  Efq;  be  one  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  report  the  Statutes,  which  affeft  the  Trade 
of  the  Colonies. 

The  Delegates  from  the  Province  of  Ma (fach ufetts-B ay ,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  a  Requeft  from  the  joint  Committees  of  every  Town  and 
Didrift  in  the  County  of  Middlefex ,  in  the  faid  Province,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  thofe  Committees  at 
Concord ,  on  the  30th  and  31ft  Days  of  Augufl  lad,  which  were 
read. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  n:ne  0‘clock. 

No  Bufmefs  being  prepared,  the  Congrefs  was  adjourned  from 
Day  to  Day,  until  Saturday  morning,  at  9  o4Clock. 

Saturday,  September  17,  1774?  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Richard  Cafwell ,  Efq;  one  of  the  Deputies  from  North-Carolina 
appeared,  and  took  his  Seat  in  Congrefs. 

The  Refolutions  entered  into  by  the  Delegates  from  the  feveral 
Towns  and  Didrifts  in  the  County  of  Suffolk ,  in  the  Province  of 
the  Maffachu/etts-Bay ,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September ,  and  their 
Addrefs  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Gage ,  dated  the  9th,  were 
laid  before  the  Congrefs,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  every  Town  and  Didrift  in 
the  County  of  Suffolk ,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  September ,  at  the 
Houfe  of  Mr.  Richard  Woodward ,  of  Dedham ,  and  by  Adjourn¬ 
ment  at  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  - Vofe9  of  Milton ,  on  Friday  the 

9th  Indant,  Jofeph  Palmer ,  Efq;  being  chofen  Moderator,  and 
William  Thompfon ,  Efq;  Clerk,  a  Committee  was  chofen  to  bring 
in  a  Report  to  the  Convention,  and  the  following  being  feveral 
Times  read,  and  put  Paragraph  by  Paragraph,  was  unanimoufly 
voted,  viz. 

WHEREAS  the  Power  but  not  the  Judice,  the  Vengeance 
but  not  the  Wifdom  of  Great-Britain,  "which  of  old  perfecuted, 
fcourged,  and  exiled  our  fugitive  Parents  from  their  native 
Shores,  now  purfues  us  their  guiltlefs  Children  with  unrelenting 
Severity:  And  whereas  this,  then  favage  and  uncultivated  Defart, 
was  purchafed  by  the  Toil  and  Treafure,  or  acquired  by  the 
Blood  and  Valour  of  thofe  our  venerable  Progenitors;  to  us  they 
bequeathed  the  dear  bought  Inheritance,  to  our  care  and  protec¬ 
tion  they  configned  it,  and  the  mod  facred  Obligations  are  upon 
us  to  tranfmit  the  glorious  purchafe,  unfettered  by  Power,  un? 
clogged  with  shackles,  to  our  innocent  and  beloved  Offspring. 
On  the  Fortitude,  on  the  Wifdom  and  on  the  Exertions  of  this 
important  Day,  is  fufpended  the  Fate  of  this  new  World,  and  of 
unborn  Millions.  If  a  boundlefs  Extent  of  Continent,  fwarming 
with  Millions,  will  tamely  fubmit  to  live,  move  and  have  their 
Being  at  the  arbitrary  Will  of  a  licentious  Miflifter,  they  bafely 

yield 
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yield  to  voluntary  Slavery,  and  future  Generations  (hall  load  their 
Xemones  with  ineeflant  Exeerations — On  the  other  Hand,  if  we 
airett  the  Hand  which  would  ranfack  our  Pockets,  if  we  dil'arm 

1  ]le  ^  arncide  wblcb  points  the  Dagger  to  our  Bofoms,  if  we  no- 
>  y  defeat  that  fatal  Edift  which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame  Laws 
for  us  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever,  thereby  entailing  the  endlefs  and 
numberlefs  Curfes  of  Slavery  upon  us,  our  Heirs  and  their  Heirs 
forever ;  if  we  fuccefsfully  refill  that  unparalleled  Ufurpation  of 
unconfhtutional  power  whereby  our  Capital  is  robbed  of  the  Means 
oj  Dire;  whereby  the  Streets  of  B  oft  on  are  thronged  with  military 
Executioners  ;  whereby  our  Coafls  are  lined  and  Harbours  croud- 

r  WTJhl?S  °f  ^ar  5  whereby  tbe  Charter  of  the  Colony,  that 
lacred  Barrier  againft  the  Encroachments  of  Tyranny,  is  mutilat- 

a  and/L,Il  *  .  annihiIated  i  whereby  a  murderous  Law  is  fram- 
5.  e  ^er  Villains  from  the  Hands  of  Juftice  ;  whereby  the  una¬ 
lienable  and  ineftimable  Inheritance,  which  we  derived  from  Na¬ 
ture,  the  Conftitution  of  Britain ,  and  the  Privileges  warranted 
to  us  in  the  Charter  of  the  Province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled, 
and  vacated,  Poflerity  will  acknowledge  that  Virtue  which  prefer- 
ved  them  free  and  happy ;  and  while  we  enjoy  the  Rewards  and 
xdeflings  the  Faithful,  the  Torrent  of  Panegyrifts  will  roll  our 
Reputations  to  that  lateft  Period,  when  the  Streams  of  Time  (hall 

be :  abforbed  in  the  Abyfs  of  Eternity. - - Therefore  we  have 

refolved,  and  do  Resolve, 


i.  That  whereas  his  Majefty  George  the  Third  Is  the  rightful 
SuccefTor  to  the  Throne  of  Great-Britain,  and  juftly  entitled  to 
the  Allegiance  of  the  Britijh  Realm,  and  agreeable  to  Compact, 
of  the  Englifto  Colonies  in  America — therefore,  we  the  Heirs  and 
Suficeffors  of  the  firft  Planters  of  this  Colony  do  chearfully  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  laid  George  the  Third  to  be  our  rightful  Sovereign, 
and  that  faid  Covenant  is  the  Tenure  and  Claim  on  which  are  foun¬ 
ded  our  Allegiance  and  Submiffton. 

2.  That  it  is  an  indifpenfible  Duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  our 
Country,  ourfelves  and.Pofterity,  by  all  lawful  Ways  and  Means 
in  our  Power  to  maintain,  defend  and  preferve  thofe  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  Rights  and  Liberties,  for  which  many  of  our  Fathers 

fought,  bled  and  died,  and  to  hand  them  down  entire  to  future 
Ge  nerations. 

3.  That  the  late  Afts  of  the  Britijh  Parliament  for  blocking 
up  the  Harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering  the  eflablifhed  Form  of 
Government  in  this  Colony,  and  for  fereening  the  mo  ft  flao-itious 
Violators  of  the  Laws  of  the  Province  from  a  legal  Trial,  are 
grofs  Infractions  of  thofe  Rights  to  which  we  are  juflly  entitled 
by  the  Laws  or  Nature,  the  Britijh  Conftitution,  and  the  CharT 
ter  of  the  Province. 


4.  That 
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4.  That  no  Obedience  is  due  from  this  Province  to  either  or  a- 
ny  Part  of  the  Ads  above-mentioned,  but  that  they  be  rejeffed  as 
the  Attempts  of  a  wicked  Adminiftration  to  enclave  America. 

5.  That  fo  long  as  the  Juftices  of  our  Superior  Court  of  judi¬ 
cature,  Court  of  Affize,  &c.  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  this  County  are  appointed,  or  hold  their  Places,  by  any 
other  Tenure  than  that  which  the  Charter  and  the  Laws  of  the 
Province  direct,  they  muft  be  conlidered  as  under  undue  Influence, 
and  are  therefore  unconftitutional  Officers,  and  as  fuch  no  Regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the  People  of  this  County. 

6.  That  if  the  Juftices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
Affize,  &c.  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  of  the 
General  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  fhall  fit  and  aft  during  their  pre- 
fent  difqualified  State,  this  County  will  fupport  and  bear  harmlefs 
all  Sheriffs  and  their  Deputies,  Conftables,  Jurors  and  other  Offi¬ 
cers,  who  fhall  refufe  to  carry  into  Execution  the  Orders  of  faid 
Courts  ;  and  as  far  as  poffible  to  prevent  the  many  Inconveniencies 
which  muft.be  occafioned  by  a  Sufpenlion  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice 
we  do  moft  earneftly  recommend  it  to  all  Creditors  that  they  ihew 
all  reafonable  and  even  generous  Forbearance  to  their  Debtors  ~ 
and  to  all  Debtors,  to  pay  their  juft  Debts  with  all  poffible  Speed, 
and  if  any  Difputes  relative  to  Debts  or  Trefpaffes  fhall  arife, 
which  cannot  be  fettled  by  the  Parties,  we  recommend  it  to  them 
to  fubmit  all  fuch  Caufes  to  Arbitration  ;  and  it  is  our  Opinion 
that  the  contending  Parties  or  either  of  them,  who  fhall  refufe  fo 
to  do,  ought  to  be  conlidered  as  co-operating  with  the  Enemies 
of  this  Country. 

7.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colleftors  of  Taxes,  Confta¬ 
bles  and  all  other  Officers,  who  have  public  Monies  in  their 
Hands,  to  retain  the  lame  and  not  to  make  any  Payment  thereof 
to  the  Provincial  County  Treafurer  until  the  civil  Government 
of  the  Province  is  placed  upon  a  conftitutional  Foundation,  or 
until  it  fhall  otherwife  be  ordered  by  the  propofed  Provincial 
Congrefs. 

8.  That  the  Perfons  who  have  accepted  Seats  at  the  Council 

Board,  by  Virtue  of  a  Mandamus  from  the  King,  in  Conformity 
to  the  late  A 61  of  the  Britijh  Parliament,  entitled  an  Aft  for  the 
regulating  the  Government  of  the  MaJJachufetts-Bay ,  have  afted 
in  diredft  Violation  of  the  Duty  they  owe  to  their  Country,  and 
have  thereby  given  great  and  juft  Offence  to  this  People  ;  there¬ 
fore  refolved,  that  this  County  do  recommend  it  to  all  Perfons, 
who  have  fo  highly  offended  by  accepting  faid  Departments,  and 
have  not  already  publicly  religned  their  Seats  at  the  Council 
Board,  to  make  public  Refignations  of  their  Places  at  faid  Board, 
on  or  before  the  20th  Day  of  this  inftant  September  ;  and  that  all 
Perfons  refufing  fo  to  do  fhall,  from  and  after  faid  Day,  be  confi- 
dered  by  this  County  as  obftinate  and  incorrigible  Enemies  to  this 
Country,  9.  That 
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p  ?/  L^ie  •^'or^^cati°n3  begun  and  now  carrying  on  upon 

°jLon  Neck,  are  jultly  alarming  to  this  County,  and  gives  us 
ivcafon  to  apprehend  fome  hoftile  Intention  again!!  that  Town, 
tnore  efpecially  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  in  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  Manner  removed  the  Powder  from  the  Magazineat  Charlef- 
to<ivny  and  has  alfo  forbidden  the  Keeper  of  the  Magazine  at  Bof- 
ton,  to  deliver  out  to  the  Owners  the  Powder,  which  thev  had 
lodged  in  faid  Magazine. 

10.  That  the  late  Ad  of  Parliament  for  eftablifhing  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion  and  the  French  Laws  in  that  exteniive  Country 
now  called  Quebec,  is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  Degree  to  the 
a  rot^ftant  Religion  and  to  the  civil  Rights  and  Liberties  of  all  A- 
inerica;  and  therefore  as  Men  and  proteftant  Chriftians.,  we  are 
mdifpenfably  obliged  to  take  all  proper  Meafures  for  our  Security. 

11.  That  whereas  our  Enemies  have  flattered  themfelves  that 
tmy  (hall  make  an  eafy  Prey  of  this  numerous,  brave  and  hardy 
People,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that  they  are  unacquainted  with 
military  Difcipline  ;  we  therefore  for  the  Honour,  Defence  and 
Security  of  this  County  and  Province  advife,  as  it  has  been  re¬ 
commended  to  take  away  all  Commiffions  from  the  Officers  of  the 
Militia,  that  thofe  who  now  hold  Commiffions,  or  fuch  other 
Perfons  be  eleded  in  each  Town  as  Officers  in  the  Militia,  as  (hall 
be  judged  of  fufficient  Capacity  for  that  Purpofe,  and  who  have  e- 
videnced  themfelves  the  inflexible  Friends  to  the  Rights  of  the 
People  ;  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Towns  and  Diftrids, 
who  are  qualified,  do  ufe  their  utmoll  Diligence  to  acquaint  them¬ 
felves  with  the  Art  of  War  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  do  for  that 
Purpofe  appear  under  Arms  at  leaf!  once  every  Week. 

12.  That  during  the  prefent  hoftile  Appearances  on  the  Part  of 
Great-  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  many  Infults  and  Oppreffions 
which  we  moft  fenfibly  refent,  yet,  neverthelefs  from  our  Affec¬ 
tion  to  his  Majefty,  which  we  have  at  all  Times  evidenced,  we 
are  determined  to  ad  merely  upon  the'  Defensive,  fo  long  as  fuch 
Condud  may  be  vindicated  by  Reafon  and  the  Principles  of  Self- 
prefervation,  but  no  longer. 

13.  That  as  we  underhand  it  has  been  in  Contemplation  to  ap¬ 
prehend  fundry  Perfons  of  this  County,  who  have  rendered  them¬ 
felves  confpicuous  in  contending  for  the  violated  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties  of  their  Countrymen ;  we  do  recommend,  fhould  fuch  an 
audacious  Meafure  be  put  in  Pradice,  to  feize  and  keep  in  fafe 
Cuftody,  every  Servant  of  the  prefent  tyrannical  and  unconftitu- 
tionai  Government  throughout  the  County  and  Province,  until 
the  Perfons  fo  apprehended  be  liberated  from  the  Hands  of  our 
Ad  verfaries,  and  reftored  fafe  and  uninjured  to  their  refpedive 
Friends  and  Families. 

14.  That  until  our  Plights  are  fully  reftored  to  us,  we  will, 
to  the  utrnoft  of  our  Power,  and  we  recommend  the  fame  to  the 

other 
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other  Counties,  to  withhold  all  Commercial  intercourfe  wit*1 
Great  Britain. ,  Ireland. ,  and  the  Weft  Indies ,  and  abftain  from 
the  Confutation  of  Britijb  Merchandize  and  Manufactures,  and 
especially  of  -Eaji  Lidia  Peas  and  Piece  Goods,  with  fuch  addi¬ 
tions,  alterations,  and  exceptions  only,  as  the  General  Conorefs 
of  the  Colonies  may  agree  to.  0 

15.  That  under  our  prefent  Circumflances,  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  to  encourage  Arts  and  Manufactures  among  us  by  all  means  in 
our  Power,  and  that 

be  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  confider  of  the  bell 
Ways  and  Means  to  promote  and  eftablifli  the  fame,  and  to  report 
to  this  Convention  as  foon  as  may  be. 

16.  That  the  exigencies  of  our  public  Affairs,  demand  that  a 
Provincial  Congrefs  be  called  to  confult  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be 
adopted,  and  vigoroufly  executed  by  the  whole  People  ;  and  we 
do  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  Towns  in  this  County,  to  chufe 
Members  for  inch  a  Provincial  Congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Concord, 
on  the  fecond  'Tuefday  of  October,  next  enfuing. 

I7*  That  this  Lounty,  confiding  in  the  Wifdom  and  Integrity 
of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting  at  Philadelphia,  pay  all 
due  RefpeCt  and  Submiflion  to  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  re¬ 
commended  by  them  to  the  Colonies,  for  the  refloration  and 
eftabliftiment  of  their  juft  Rights,  Civil  and  Religious,  and  for 
renewing  that  Harmony  and  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
^he  Coionies  io  earneftly  wiftied  for  by  all  good  Men. 

1 8.  That  whereas  the  univerfal  uneafinefs  which  prevails  amono* 
all  orders  of  Men,  arifing  from  the  wicked  and  oppreffive  Mea^ 
fures  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  may  influence  fome  unthink¬ 
ing  Perfons  to  commit  outrage  upon  private  Property  ;  we  would 
healthy  recommend  to  all  Perfons  of  this  Community,  not  to  en¬ 
gage  in  any  routs,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  Properties 
of  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  as  being  fubverfive  of  all  Order  and 
Government  ;  but  by  a  fteady,  manly,  uniform,  and  perfevering 
Oppoiition,  to  convince  our  Enemies,  that  in  a  Conteft  fo  im¬ 
portant,  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  our  conduct  fhall  be  fuch  as  to 
merit  the  Approbation  of  the  wife,  and  the  Admiration  of  the 
Brave  and  Free  of  every  age  and  of  every  Country. 

19.  That  fhould  our  Enemies,  by  apy  fudden  manoeuvres,  ren¬ 
der  it  neceflary  to  afk  the  Aid  and  Afliftance  of  our  Brethren  in 
the  Country,  fome  one  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  or 

^own’  or  Town  adjoining,  where  fuch 

iU  11  rreS  fha11  comrrtence>  or  fhall  bfe  expected  to  commence, 
mall  difpatch  Couriers  with  written  Meflages  to  the  Select  Men, 

5lr.  p?mmittees  of  Correfpondence,  of  the  feveral  Towns  in  the 
Vicinity,  with  a  wrftten  Account  of  fuch  Matter,  who  fhall 
1  patch  others  to  Committees  more  remote,  until  proper  and 
iumcient  Afliftance  be  obtained,  and  that  the  Expence  of  faid 

G  Couriers, 
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Couriers  he  defrayed  by  the  County,  until  it  fhall  be  otherwise 
Ordered  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs. 

At  a  Meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  feveral  Towns  and. 
Diltricls  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  held  at  Milton ,  on  Friday,  the 
9th  Day  of  September,  1774. — Voted, 

That  Dr*  Jofeph  Warren,  of  Boflon ,  &c.  be  a  Committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  inform  him,  that  this 
County  are  alarmed  at  the  Fortifications  making  on  Boffon  Neck, 
and  to  remo nitrate  againfl:  the  fame,  and  the  repeated  Infults  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Soldiery,  to  Perfons  paffing  and  repafling  into  that 
Town,  and  to  confer  with  him  upon  thole  Subjects. 

Attefl,  WTLLEVM  THOMSON,  Clerk. 

“  To  his  Excellency  THOMAS  GAGE,  Esqu  ire,  Captain-Ge¬ 
neral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefys  Province  of 
Maffacbuftfs  Bay, 

May  it  pie  a fe  your  Excellency, 

f(  T  H  E  County  of  Suffolk  being  greatly,  and  in  their  opinion 
jullly,  alarmed  at  the  formidable  appearances  of  Hollility,  now 
threatening  his  Majelly’s  good  Subjects  of  this  County,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  Town  of  Bofon ,  the  loyal  and  faithful  Ca¬ 
pital  of  this  Province,  beg  leave  to  addrefs  your  Excellency,  and 
reprefent  that  the  apprehenfions  of  the  People,  are  more  particu¬ 
larly  increafed  by  the  dangerous  Delign  now  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  of  repairing  and  manning  the  Fortification  at  the  South  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Town  of  Bofon,  which  when  completed,  may  at 
any  Time  be  improved  to  aggravate  the  Miferies  of  that  already 
impoverilhed  and  diftreffed  City,  by  intercepting  the  wonted  and 
necefTary  intercourfe  between  the  Fown  and  Country,  and  com¬ 
pel  the  wretched  Inhabitants  to  the  moll  ignominious  Hate  of  hu¬ 
miliation  and  valfalage,  by  depriving  them  of  the  necelfary  Sup¬ 
plies  of  Provifion,  for  which  they  are  chiefly  dependant  on  that 
Communication  :  We  have  been  informed,  that  youi  Excellency 
in  confequence  of  the  Application  of  the  Seledl  Men  of  Bofon, 
has  indeed  difavowed  any  Intention  to  injure  the  1  own  in  your 
prefent  manoeuvres,  and  expreffed  youmPurpofe  to  be  for  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  the  Troops  and  his  Majelly’s  Subjects  in  the  Town,  we 
are  therefore  at  a  lofs  to  guefs,  may  it  pleafe  your  Excellency,  from 
whence  your  want  of  Confidence  in  the  loyal  and  orderly  People  of 
this  Vicinity  could  originate  ;  a  Meaiure  lo  formidable  caiiied  into 
execution,  from  a  p>  e-conceived  though  caufelefs  Jeaiouiy  of  the 
infecurity  of  his  Majelly’s  Troops  and  Subjedts  in  the  Town, 
deeply  wounds  the  loyalty,  and  is  an  additional  Injury  to  the 
faithful  Subjedls  of  this  County,  and  affords  them  a  flrong  Motive 
for  this  Application:  We  therefore  intreat  your  Excellency  to 
delill  from  vour  Defign,  alluring  your  Excellency,  that  the  People 

of  this  County,  are  by  no  Means  difpofed  to  injure  his  Majefty’s 

I roops  ; 
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Troops ;  they  think  themfelves  aggrieved  and  opprefTed  by  the 
]ate  A£ls  oi  Parliament,  and  are  refolved  by  Divine  Affiftance, 
never  to  fubmit  to  them,  but  have  no  Inclination  to  commence  a 
War  with  his  Majefty’s  Troops,  and  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your 
Excellency,  that  the  ferment  now  excited  in  the  Minds  of  the 
People  is  occafioned  by  fome  late  Tranfaftions,  by  feizing  the 
Powder  in  the  Arfenal  at  Charleftonvn  ;  by  withholding  the  PowT 
der  lodged  in  the  Magazine  of  the  Town  of  Bofton ,  from  the  legal 
Proprietors  ;  infulting,  beating,  and  abufing  PatTengers  to  and 
from  the  Town  by  the  Soldiery,  in  which  they  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  by  fome  of  their  Officers  ;  putting  the  People  in  fear, 
and  menacing  them  in  their  nightly  Patrole  into  the  neighbouring 
Towns,  and  more  particularly  by  the  fortifying  the  foie  Avenue 
by  I  ^and  to  the  Town  of  Bofton . 

In  duty  therefore  to  his  Majefty  and  to  your  Excellency,  and 
for  the  Refloration  of  Order  and  Security  to  this  County,  we 
the  Delegates  from  the  feveral  Towns  in  this  County,  being 
commiffioned  for  this  Purpofe,  beg  your  Excellency’s  attention  to 
this  our  humble  and  faithful  Addrefs;  affuring  you,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  an  immediate  Removal  of  the  Ordnance,  and  reftoring 
the  Entrance  into  the  Town  to  its  former  State,  and  an  effectual 
flop  of  all  Infults  and  Abufes  in  future,  can  place  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  County  in  that  flate  of  Peace  and  Tranquillity,  in 
which  every  free  Subject  ought  to  be.” 

His  Excellency  was  waited  on  to  know  if  he  would  receive  the 
Committee  with  the  above  written  Addrefs,  but  defiring  he 
might  have  a  Copy  of  it  in  a  private  way,  that  fo  when  lie  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  the  Committee,  he  might  have  an  Anfwer  prepared 
for  them,  he  was  accordingly  furnifhed  with  a  Copy,  his  Excel¬ 
lency  then  declared,  that  he  would  receive  the  Committee  on 
Monday ,  at  12  o’clock,, 

Sat  urday,  September  jo,  1774. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  the  foregoing  into  Confideration. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  Affembly  deeply  feels 
the  fuffering  of  their  Countrymen  in  the  Maffachnfetf  s  Bay ,  un¬ 
der  the  Operation  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel,,  and  oppreffive  A Sts 
of  the  Britff  Parliament — that  they  moil  thoroughly  approve 
tue  Wifdom  and  Fortitude,  with  which  Opposition  to  thefe  wick¬ 
ed  Minifterial  Meafures  has  hitherto  been  conducted,  and  they 
earn  eft  ly  recommend  to  their  Brethren,  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame 
firm  and  temperate  Conduct  as  expreffad  in  the  Refolutions  deter¬ 
mined  upon,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk ,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  Inftant,  trailing  that  the  Effect  of  the 
united  Efforts  of  North .  America  in  their  behalf,  will  carry  filch 
Convidlion  to  the  Brit  Iff  Nation,  of  the  tin  wife,  unjuft,  and 
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2Z°hl'!>0UCy  °f  T  Prefent  Admlniftratlon,  as  quickly  to  intro- 
uuce  better  men  and  wifer  meafures.  i  3 

clTV'2  UrS1M,’UxTY,Jhat  Contributions  from  all  the 
Colonies  for  {applying  the  xNeceffities,  and  alleviating  the  DiftrelTes 
of  our  Brethren  at  Bofton,  ought  to  be  continued,  in  fuch  Man- 
ner,  and  fo  long  as  their  Occalions  may  require.. 

ORDERED,  Ihiat  a  Copy  of  the  above  Refolutions  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Bofton  by  the  Prehdent. 

Ordered,  That  thefe  Refolutions,  together  with  the  Refo- 
lutions  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  be  publilhed  in  the  News  Papers. 
,,  ,le  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  feveral 
.statutes,  which  affeA  the  Trade  and  ManufaAures  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
1  auie. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  Morning. 

/ 

Monday,  Septe??iber  19,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Report  brought  in  on  Saturday  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  date  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies,  f  c>  to  which  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cufbing ,  Efq;  Patrick  Henry r  and 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Efqrs  were  added. 

Adjourned  from  day  to  day,  till  Thurfday . 

Thursday,  September  22,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Upon  Motion, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Congrefs  requefl  the 
Merchants  and  others  in.the  feveral  Colonies,  not  to  fend  to  Great 
Britain ,  any  Orders  for  Goods,  and  to  direft  the  Execution  of  all 
Orders  already  fent,  to  be  delayed  or  fpfpended,  until  the  Senfe 
of  the  Congrefs  on  the  Means  to  be  taken,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Liberties  of  America  is  made  public. 

Ordered,  That  this  Resolution  be  made  public  by  Hand-bills 
and  by  publifhing  it  in  the  News-papers. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ftate  the  Rights,  <bc-  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  having  brought  in  a  Report  of  Rights,  the  fame  was 
read,  and  the  Confideration  of  it  referred  till  Saturday  next. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  this  Report  be  made  out  for  each 
Colony. 

Saturday,  September  24,  1774.  A,  M, 

The  Congrefs  entered  upon  the  Confideration  of  the  Report 
referred  to  this  Day,  and  after  fome  Debate,  upon  Motion; 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  do  confine  themfelves,  at  pre¬ 
terit,  to  the  Confideration  of  fuch  Rights,  as  have  been  infringed 
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by  Airs  of  the  Britijh  Parliament  fince  the  Year  1763,  poftpon- 
ing  the  further  Confideration  of  the  General  State  of  American 
Rights  to  a  future  Day. 

Hereupon  the  Committee  appointed  to  ftate  the  Rights  Sec, 
brought  in  a  Report  of  the  Infringements  and  Violations  of  Ame¬ 
rican  Rights,  which  being  read — upon  Motion 

Resolved,  That  the  Confideration  of  this  Report  be  referred, 
till  Monday,  and  that  the  Congrefs  in  the  mean  Time  deliberate 
on  the  Means  moft  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  Relloration  of  our 
Rights.' - - 

After  iome  Debate  on  tne  Subject  the  Congrefs  adjourned. 

Monday,  September  2 6th,  1 774.  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

John  Herring ,  Efq;  a  Deputy  from  Orange  County  in  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  New -York,  appeared  this  Morning  and  took  his  Seat  as  a 
Delegate  for  that  Colony. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Means  See.  and 
after  leveral  Hours  fpent  thereon,  it  was  referred  till  to-morrow, 
to  which  Time  the  Congrefs  was  adjourned. - - 

Tuesday,  September  27 th,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment,  and  refuming 
the  Confideration  of  the  Means  moft  proper  to  be  ufed  for  a  Refto- 
ration  of  American  Rights. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  from  and  after  the  firji  Day 
of  December  next,  there  be  no  Importation  into  Britijlo  America 
from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  of  any  Goods,  Wares  or  Mer¬ 
chandize  whatever,  or  from  any  other  Place,  of  any  fuch  Goods, 
Wares  or  Merchandizes,  as  fhall  have  been  exported  from  Great- 
Britain  ox  Ireland,  and  that  no  fuch  Goods,  Wares  or  Merchan¬ 
dizes  imported  after  the  faid  firji  Day  of  December  next,  be  ufed  or 
purchafed. — 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  being  taken  up  in  the  Confidera¬ 
tion  and  Debates  on  the  Means  Sec,  the  Congrefs  met  on  Friday 
30  Sept,  and  upon  the  Queftion 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  10th  Day  of  September, 
1 7 7 5  ’  Exportation  of  all  Merchandize  and  every  Commodity 

whatfoeverto  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  IVeJi- Indies ,  ought 
to  ceafe,  unlefs  the  Grievances  of  America  are  redrefled  before 
that  Time. — 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cujhing,  Mr.  Low,  Mr.  Mifflin ,  Mr. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Plan  for 
carrying  into  Effecft,  the  Non-importation,  Non-confumption, 
find  Non-exportation  refolved  on. — 
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Saturday,  OLlober  i /?,  1774, 

Simon  Boerum,  Efq;  appeared  in  Congrefs  as  a  Deputy  from 
King  *  County  in  the  Colony  of  New-York,  and  produced  the 
Credentials  ot  his  Elettion  which  being  read  and  approved,  he 
took  his  Seat  as  a  Delegate  for  that  Colony. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  Coniideration  of  the  Means  See. 
upon  motion 

-  nRlu°LVED  ,’rAN,M0USLY>  That  a  loyal  Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  be  prepared,  dutifully  requefting  the  royal  Attention  to  the 
Grievances  that  alarm  and  diltrefs  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Subjects 
in  North- America,  and  entreating  his  Majefty’s  gracious  Interpo- 
fition  for  the  Removal  of  fuch  Grievances;  thereby  to  reftore  be-, 
tween  Great- Britain  and  the  Colonies  that  Harmony  fo  neceflarv 

to  the  Happinefs  of  the  Britijh  Empire,  and  fo  ardently  deiired 
fay  all  America. 

Agreed.,  That  M.  Lee ,  Mr.  J.  Adams ,  Mr.  John  [on,  Mr. 

'  enjy*  ^r*  Rutledge,  be  a  Committee,  to.  prepare  an  A d- 
orels  to  his  Majefty. 

Monday,  Ottober  3,  1774., 

The  Congrefs  met,  according  to  Adjournment,  and  after  fome 
Debate, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  an  Inftruftfon  to  the 
Committee,  who  are  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  the 
King.  Whereas  parliamentary  Taxes  on  America  have  been  laid, 
on  Pretence  of  “  defraying  the  Expences  of  Government,  and 
fupporting  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  and  defending,  protec¬ 
ting,  and  fecuring  the  Colonies.”— That  they  do  allure  his  Majef- 
ty,  that  the  Colonies  have  or  will  make  ample  Provilion  for  defray¬ 
ing  all  the  necefiary  Expences  of  fupporting  Government,  and 
the  due  Adminiftration  of  Juftice  in  the  refpeftive  Colonies  ;  that, 
the  Militia,  if  put  on  a  proper  Footing,  would  be  amply  fufficient 
for  their  Defence  in  Time  of  Peace;  that  they  are  defirous  of  put¬ 
ting  it  on  fuch  a  Footing  immediately,  and  that  in  Cafe  of  War, 
the  Colonies  are  ready  to  grant  Supplies  for  railing  any  further 
Eorces  that  may  be  necefiary. 

The  Remainder  of  this  Day  and  the  Day  following,  was  taken 
up  in  deliberating  and  debating  on  Matters  proper  to  be  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

Wedn  esday,  Ottober  $th,  1 774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Subjeft  in  De^ 
bate  Yefierday,  and  after  fome  Time  fpent  thereon 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Ad¬ 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  be  inftr lifted  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  in 
Cafe  the  Colonies  ftial-l;  be  reftored  to  the  State  they  were  in,  at 

the 
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the  Clofe  of  the  late  War,  by  abolilhing  the  Syilem  of  Laws  and 
Regulations — for  raifing  a  Revenue  in  America — for  extending 
the  Powers  of  Courts  of  Admiralty — for  the  Trial  of  Perfons  be¬ 
yond  Sea  for  Crimes  committed  in  America — for  affe&ing  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay — and  for  altering  the  Government* 
and  extending  the  Limits  of  Canada ,  the  Jealotifies  which  have 
been  occafioned  by  fuch  Ads  and  Regulations  of  Parliament,  will 
be  removed  and  Commerce  again  redored. 

An  Addrefs  from  William  Goddard  to  the  Congrefs  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

% 

Thursday,  OCioler  6th,  1 7 740 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Means  proper 
to  be  ufed  for  a  Reftoration  of  American  Rights.  During  this 
Debate,  an  Exprefs  from  Boftoti  arrived  with  a  Letter  from  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  dated  the  29th  of  September,  which 
was  laid  before  the  Congrefs. 

In  this  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  inform  the  Congrefs, 
that  they  “  expected  fome  Regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the 
Petitions  prefented  to  their  Governor,  againft  fortifying  their 
Town  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  can  be  accounted  lor  only  upon  the 
Suppofition,  that  the  Town  and  Country  are  to  be  treated  by  the 
Soldiery  as  declared  Enemies — that  the  Entrenchments  upon  the 
Neck  are  nearly  compleated — that  Cannon  are  mounted  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  Town— -that  it  is  currently  reported,  that  Forti¬ 
fications  are  to  be  erected  on  Corpfe-Hilli  Bacon-Hill,  Fort-Hill, 
&c.  fo  that  the  Fortifications,  with  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour  may 
abfolutely  command  every  Avenue  to  the  Town  both  by  Sea  and 
Land — that  a  Number  of  Cannon,  the  Property  of  a  private  Gen¬ 
tleman,  were  a  few  Days  ago  feized  and  taken  from  his  Wharf 
by  Order  of  the  General — that  from  feveral  Circumftances  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Letter,  there  is  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  Bojlon  is 
to  be  made  and  kept  a  garrifoned  Town  ; — that  from  all  they  can 
hear  from  Britain,  Adminiftration  is  refolved  to  do  all  ill  their 
Power  to  force  them  to  a  Submillion — that  when  the  Town  is  in- 
clofed,  it  is  apprehended  the  Inhabitants  will  be  held  as  Hoftages 
for  the  Submiflion  of  the  Country,  they  apply  therefore  to  the 
Congrefs  for  Advice  how  to  a£t — that,  if  the  Congrefs  advife  to 
quit  the  Town,  they  obey — if  it  is  judged  that  by  maintaining 
their  Ground  they  can  better  ferve  the  public  Caufe,  they  will 
not  (brink  from  Hardfhip  and  Danger —finally,  that  as  the  late 
Ads  of  Parliament  have  made  it  impofiible  that  there  (hould  be  a 
due  Adminiftration  of  Juitice,  and  all  Law  therefore  mull  be  fuf- 
pended — that  as  the  Governor  has  by  Proclamation  prevented  the 
Meeting  of  the  General  Court,  they  therefore  requeil  the  Advice 
of  the  Congrefs.” 


Ordered, 
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morro^LrningT  tlUS  LeUer  be  taken  int0  Confideration  to- 

Ito^r,  T*tmn  the.Confldera‘!°n  of  the  Means  &c. 
Form  of  an  AfT  '  l  u  ,om”"ttee  appointed  to  prepare  the 

r  That  f  T’  ,be  d‘reaed  “  adopt  the  following  Clanfe, 

Mokirl  Coff  Pd  3fter  thf^  Day  of  December  next,  no 

Domtla  C°5  w°r  1  le“ento  brora  ^e  Britijh  Plantations  or  from 

...  r  Wir.es  fiom  Madeira  and  the  Wejiern  Iilands,  or 

loreign  Indigo  be  imported  into  thefe  Colonies. 

Friday,  Ottober  >jtk9  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Letter  from  the 

7ToTvZ  ^rP°nDCe  in  B0ji°n'  and  after  fome  Debate- 

1U solved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Let- 
ter  to  hi.  Excellency  General  Cage,  '  reprefentiL that  the 

bv  'Il’l  A  fi-n  2  r  ffr°-inCe  °f  Ma^chufL-Bay,  are  eonfidered 

and  fni^ed  o'  S  ln  the  common  Caufe,  for  their  noble 

and  ip mted  Opposition  to  oppreffive  A<fts  of  Parliament  calculat- 

,m.C‘epriVe  lAS  °f  ourmoft  facred  Rights  and  Privileges.”— Ex- 
pre  ung  our  Concern,  that,  while  the  Congrefs  are  deliberating 
on  the  moft  peaceable  Means  for  reftoring  American  Liberty,  and 
that  Hat  mony  and  Intercourfe,  which  fubfifted  between  us  and 
,  P316".1  R’ngdom  fo  necelfary  to  both,  his  Excellency,  as 

pj  are  lnformed,  _  is  railing  Fortifications  round  the  Town  of 

“S  weU  grounded  Jealoufies  in  the  Minds  of 
his  Majefty  s  faithful  Subjefts  therein,  that  he  means  to  cut  off  all 
Communication  between  them  and  their  Brethren  in  the  Country 
and  reduce  them  to  a  State  of  Subraifficn  to  his  Will,  and  that  the 
Soldiers  under  ms  Excellency’s  Command,  are  frequently  violat¬ 
ing  private  Property,  and  offering  various  Infults  to  the  People, 
which  muft  irritate  their  Minds,  and  if  not  put  a  Stop  to,  involve 
all  America  in  the  Horrors  of  a  civil  War— To  entreat  his  Excel¬ 
lency,  from  the  Affurance  we  have  of  the  peaceable  Difnofition  of 
nr  Illluibltants  ofthe  Town  of  Soft  on  and  the  Province  of  the 
Majjaclmfetts-Bay,  to  difeontinue  his  Fortifications,  and  that  a 
free  and  lafe  Communication  be  reftored  and  continued  between 
the  Town  of  Bojlon  and  the  Country,  and  prevent  all  Injuries  on 
tiic  I  art  of  the  1  roops,  until  his  Majefty ’s  Pleafure  fhall  be 

known,  after  the  Meafures  now  adopting  fhall  have  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  him. 

Mi.  Lynch,  Mr.  S,  Adams ,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  are  appointed 
a  Committee  to  draught  a  Letter  agreeable  to  the  foreo-oine  Re- 
fcluticn.  *  6 

Saturday,  Oftober  8,  1774.. 

Tlie  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Letter  from 
Bojlon,  and  upon  Motion 

Resolved 


““>d.  T’ 
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October,  1774. 


Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  approve  the  Oppofition  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  IVlaJfachufetts  Bay ,  to  the  Execution  of  the 
late  A&s  of  Parliament ;  and  if  the  fame  (hall  be  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  Force,  in  fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought 
to  fupport  them  in  their  Oppofition. 

,;,v:  ,  'V  ■  ■  ? 

Monday,  Ottober  10,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  Conlideration  of  the  Letter  from 
Bojion  ; 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this 
Body,  that  the  Removal  of  the  People  of  Bojion  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  would  be,  not  only  extremely  difficult  in  the  Execution,  but 
fo  important  in  its  Confequences,  as  to  require  the  utmoft  delibe¬ 
ration  before  it  is  adopted  ;  but  in  cafe  the  Provincial  Meeting 
of  that  Colony  Ihould  judge  it  abfolutely  necelfary,  it  is  the 
Opinion  of  the  Congrefs,  that  all  America  ought  to  contribute 
towards  recompencing  them  for  the  Injury  they  may  thereby 
fuftain ;  and  it  will  be  recommended  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  recommend  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Colony  of  MaJJachufetts  Bay ,  to  fubmit  to  a  Sufpenfion. 
of  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  where  it  cannot  be  procured  in 
a  legal  and  peaceable  Manner,  under  the  Rules  of  their  prefent 
Charter,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Colony  founded  thereon. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  every  Perfon  and  Perfons 
whomfoever,  who  fhall  take,  accept,  or  a£t  under  any  Commif- 
fion  or  Authority,  in  any- wife  derived  from  the  A£t  palled  in 
the  laffc  Seffion  of  Parliament,  changing  the  Form  of  Government, 
and  violating  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of  MajfachuJetts  Bay9 
ought  to  be  held  in  Deteftation  and  Abhorrence  by  all  good 
Men,  and  conhdered  as  the  wicked  Tools  of  that  Defpotifm, 
which  is  preparing  to  deftroy  thofe  Rights,  which  God,  Nature, 
and  Compaft,  have  given  to  America. 

The  Committee  brought  in  a  Draught  of  a  Letter  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Gage ,  and  the  fame  being  read  and  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  copied,  and  to  be  ligned  by  the  Prefident  in  behalf  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs. 


Tuesday,  Oftober  11,  1774, 

A  Copy  of  the  Letter  to  General  Gage ,  was  brought  into 
Congrefs,  and  agreeable  to  Order,  figned  by  the  Prefident,  and 
is  as  follows  : 


Philadelphia ,  October  10,  1774. 

S  I  R, 

“THE  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bojion  have  informed 
us,  the  Reprefentatives  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Subjects  in  all 
the  Colonies  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia ,  that  the  Fortifications 
creating  within  that  Town,  the  frequent  invalions  of  Private  Pro- 


D 


petty. 


■ 

l 

■ 

i 


2  6 


Journals  of  Congress. 


peity,  and  the  repeated  In ful ts  they  receive  from  the  Soldiery? 
have  given  them  great  Reafon  to  fufpeft  a  Plan  is  formed  very 
defti  u&ive  to  them,  and  tending  to  overthrow  the  Liberties  of 
America , 

“  Your  Excellency  cannot  be  a  Stranger  to  the  Sentiments  of 
America ,  with  refpeft  to  the  A£ls  of  Parliament,  under  the 
Execuuon  of  which,  thofe  unhappy  People  are  opprefTed, 
the  Approbation  univerfally  exprefied  of  their  Conduct,  and  the 
determined  Refolution  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  common  Rights,  to  unite  in  their  Oppofition  to  thofe  a<ds. — 
In  confequence  of  thefe  Sentiments,  they  have  appointed  us  the 
Guardians  or  their  Rights  and  Liberties,  and  we  are  under  the 
deepeft  Concern,  that  whilft  we  are  purfuing  dutiful  and  peace¬ 
able  Meafures  to  procure  a  cordial  and  effectual  Reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  your  Excellency  fhould 
proceed  in  a  Manner  that  bears  fo  hodile  an  Appearance,  and 
which  even  thofe  oppreffive  A6ls  do  not  warrant. 

“  We  entreat  your  Excellency  to  conlider  what  a  Tendency 
this  Conduit  mud  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free  People,  hi¬ 
therto  well  difpofed  to  peaceable  Meafures,  into  Hodilities, 
which  may  prevent  the  Endeavours  of  this  Congrefs  to  redore  a 
good  Underdanding  with  our  Parent  State,  and  may  involve  us 
in  the  Plorrors  of  a  Civil  War. 

ic  In  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  Minds  and  remove  the  rea- 
fonable  Jealoufies  of  the  People,  that  they  may  not  be  driven  to 
a  State  of  Defperation,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific  Difpo- 
fition  towards  the  King’s  Troops,  could  they  be  aflured  of  their 
own  Safety,  we  hope.  Sir,  you  will  difeontinue  the  Fortifications 
in  and  about  Bojion ,  prevent  any  further  invafions  of  Private  Pro¬ 
perty,  redrain  the  irregularities  of  the  Soldiers,  and  give  Orders 
that  the  Communication  between  the  Town  and  Country  may  be 
open,  unmoleded  and  free. 

Signed  by  Order  and  in  Behalf 
of  the  General  Congrefs, 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  Prefident. 

As  the  Congrefs  have  given  General  Gage  an  Affurance  of  the 
peaceable  Difpofition  of  the  People  of  Bojion  and  the  Majfachufetts 

Bay  ; 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  they  be  advifed  dill  to  con¬ 
duct  themfelves  peaceably  towards  his  Excellency  General  Gage>  and 
liis  Majedy’s  Troops  now  dationed  in  the  Town  of  Bojion ,  as 
far  as  can  poffibly  be  confident  with  their  immediate  Safety,  and 
the  Security  of  the  Town  ;  avoiding  and  difcountenancing  every 
violation  of  his  Majedy’s  Property,  or  any  infult  to  his  Troops, 
and  that  they  peaceably  and  firmly  perfevere  in  the  Line  they 
are  now  conducting  themfelves,  on  the  Defenlive. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Refolve,  and  of  that 

paffed  on  Saturday  and  the  Three  paffed  Yefterday  be  made  out, 
r  and 
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atid  that  the  Prefident  inclofe  them  in  a  Letter  to  the  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  for  the  Town  of  BoJion9  being  the  Sentiments 
of  the  Congrefs  on  the  Matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  in  their  Letter  of  the  29th  of  September  lad. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  Memorial  be  prepared  to 
the  People  of  Britijlo  America ,  dating  to  them  the  Neceffity  of  a 
firm,  united,  and  invariable  Obfervation  of  the  Meafures  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Congrefs,  as  they  tender  the  invaluable  Rights 
and  Liberties  derived  to  them  from  the  Laws  and  Conditution  of 
their  Country  : 

Alfo  that  an  Addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  People  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain . 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee ,  Mr.  Livingfton ,  and  Mr.  Jay ,  be 
a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  the  Memorial  and  Ad¬ 
drefs. 

Wednesday,  October  12,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Plan,  for  carrying  into 
effed,  the  Non-importation,  Non-confumption,  and  Non-expor¬ 
tation  Agreement,  brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  Table,  for  the  perufal 
of  the  Members* 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  Confederation  of  the  Plights 
and  Grievances  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  after  deliberating  on  the 
Subjed,  this  and  the  following  Day,  adjourned  till  Friday. 

Friday,  October  14,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment,  and  refuming 
the  Confideration  of  the  Subjed  under  Debate — made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  DECLARATION  and  RESOLVES. 

WHEREAS,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  whir,  the  Britijb 
Parliament,  claiming  a  power,  of  Right,  to  bind  the  People  of 
America  by  Statutes  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever,  hath  in  fome  Ads 
exprefsly  impofed  Taxes  on  them,  and  in  others,  under  various 
•Pretences,  but  in  fad  for  the  Purpofe  of  railing  a  Revenue, 
hath  impofed  Rates  and  Duties  payable  in  thefe  Colonies,  efta- 
blilhed  a  Board  of  Commiffioners,  with  unconftitutional  Powers, 
and  extended  the  Jurifdidion  of  Courts  of  Admiralty,  not  only 
-for  colleding  the  faid  Duties,  but  for  the  Trial  of  Caufes  merely 
arifing  within  the  body  of  a  County. 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  other  Statutes,  Judges,  who 
before  held  only  Eftates  at  will  in  their  Offices,  have  been  made 
dependant  on  the  Crown  alone  for  their  Salaries,  and  Handing 
Armies  kept  in  times  of  Peace :  And  whereas  it  has  lately  been 
refolved  in  Parliament,  that  by  force  of  a  Statute,  made  in  the 
Thirty-fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  Co¬ 
lonies 
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lomfts  may  be  tranfported  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  ac- 
cufations  for  Treafons  and  Mifpriiions,  or  concealments  of  Trea¬ 
sons  committed  m  the  Colonies,  and  by  a  late  Statute,  fuch 
1  rials  have  been  direfted  m  cafes  therein  mentioned  : 

And  whereas,  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  Three  Statutes 
were  made;  one  entitled,  “  An  Aft  to  difcontinue  in  fuch  Manner 
and  for  fuch  Time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  Landing  and 
„  Ddcharging,  Lading  or  Shipping  of  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Meicnandize,  at  the  Town,  and  within  the  Harbour  of  Bcfton, 
“  ln  the  ,Pr,ovmf  of  Majfachufetts  Bay  in  North  America  Ano- 
her  entitled,  “An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  the  Government 
o.  the  Province  of  Majfachufetts  Bay  in  New  England-"  And 
another  entitled,  “  An  Ad  for  the  impartial  Adminiftration  of 
J  iutice,  in  the  cafes  of  Perfons  queftioned  for  any  Aft  done  by 
t  iem  in  the  Execution  of  the  Law,  or  for  the  Suppreflipn  of 
“  Riots  and  Tumults,  in  the  Province  of  the  Majfachufetts  Bay 
m  A ew  England'.'  And  another  Statute  was  then  made, 
or  making  more  effeftual  Frovifion  for  the  Government  of  the 
“  Province  of  Quebec,  6c."  All  which  Statutes  are  impolitic, 
unjuit,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unco'nftitutional,  and  moft  dangerous 
and  deftruftive  of  American  Rights  : 

And  whereas.,  Affemblies  have  been  frequently  diffolved,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Rights  of  tne  People,  when  they  attempted  to  de¬ 
liberate  on  Grievances  ;  and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  rea¬ 
sonable  Petitions  to  the  Crown  for  Redrefs,  have  been  repeat¬ 
edly  treated  with  Contempt,  by  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  of  State : 

The  good  People  of  the  feveral  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire , 
Majfachujetts  Bay,  Rhode- Ijland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con - 
netticut,  New-Tork,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Newcajlle,  Kent , 
and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina , 
and  South  Carolina ,  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  Parliament  and  Adminiftration,  have  feverally  elefted,  confti- 
tuted,  and  appointed  Deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in  General  Con- 
giefs,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  fuch  Efta- 
blilhment,  as  that  their  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties,  may  not 
be  fubverted  :  Whereupon  the  Deputies  fo  appointed  being  now 
affembled,  in  a  full  and  free  Reprefentation  of  thefe  Colonies,  tak¬ 
ing  into  their  moft  ferious  Confideration,  the  beft  Means  of  at¬ 
taining  the  Ends  aforefaid,  do  in  the  firft  place,  as  Engliftimen 
their  anceftors  in  like  Cafes  have  ufually  done,  for  aflerting  and 
vindicating  their  Rights  and  Liberties,  DECL  AR  E^ 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Englijh  Colonies  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  by  the  immutable  Laws  of  Nature,  the  Principles  of  the 
Englijh  Conftitution,  and  the  feveral  Charters  or  Compafts 
fiave  the  following  RIGHTS,  r  * 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  i.  That  they  are  entitled  to  Life,  Li¬ 
berty,  and  Property :  and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  Sove¬ 
reign, 
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reign  Power  whatever,  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  either  without  their 
Content. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  Anceftors,  who  firft  fettled 
thefe  Colonies,  were  at  the  Time  of  their  Emigration  from  the 
mother  Country,  entitled  to  all  the  Rights,  Liberties,  and  Im¬ 
munities  of  free  and  natural  born  Subjects,  within  the  Realm  of 
England . 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by  fuch  Emigration  they  by  no 
Means  forfeited,  furrendered,  or  loft  any  of  thofe  Rights,  but 
that  they  were,  and  their  Defcendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the 
Exercife  ahd  Enjoyment  of  all  fuch  of  them,  as  their  local  and  o- 
ther  Circumftances  enable  them  to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Foundation  of  Englifh  Liberty  and  of 
all  free  Government,  is,  a  Right  in  the  People  to  participate  in 
their  legiflative  Council :  and  as  the  Englifi?  Colonifts  are  not  re- 
prefented,  and  from  their  local  and  other  Circumftances  cannot 
properly  be  reprefented  in  the  Britijh  Parliament,  they  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  a  free  and  exclusive  Power  of  Legifiation  in  their  feveral 
provincial  Legiflatures,  where  their  Right  of  Reprefentation  can 
alone  be  preferved,  in  all  Cates  of  Taxation  and  internal  Polity, 
fubjedt  only  to  the  Negative  of  their  Sovereign,  in  fuch  Manner  as 
has  been  heretofore  ufed  and  accuftomed  :  But  from  the  NecelTity 
of  the  Cafe,  and  a  Regard  to  the  mutual  Interefts  of  both  Coun¬ 
tries,  we  cheerfully  content  to  the  Operation  of  fuch  Adts  of  the 
Britijh  Parliament,  as  are  bona  fide ,  reftrained  to  the  Regulation 
of  our  external  Commerce,  for  the  Purpote  of  fecuring  the  com¬ 
mercial  Advantages  of  the  whole  Empire  to  the  mother  Country, 
and  the  commercial  Benefits  of  its  refpedtive  Members ;  excluding 
every  Idea  of  Taxation  internal  or  external,  for  raifing  a  Revenue 
on  the  Subjedts  in  America  without  their  Content. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  the  refpedtive  Colonies  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  common  Law  of  England ,  and  more  efpecially  to  the 
great  and  ineftimable  Privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  Peers  of  the 
Vicinage,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  that  Law. 

Resolved,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  Benefit  of  fuch  of 
the  Englifh  Statutes,  as  exifted  at  the  Time  of  their  Colonization; 
and  which  they  have,  by  Experience,  refpedtively  found  to  be 
applicable  to  their  feveral  local  and  other  Circumftances. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  7.  That  thefe,  his  Majefty’s  Colonies, 
are  likewife  entitled  to  all  the  Immunities  and  Privileges  granted 
and  confirmed  to  them  by  royal  Charters,  or  tecured  by  their  fe¬ 
veral  Codes  of  provincial  Laws, 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  8.  That  they  have  a  Right  peaceably 
to  aflemble,  confider  of  their  Grievances,  and  petition  the  King; 
and  that  all  Profecutions,  prohibitory  Proclamations,  and  Com¬ 
mitments  for  the  fame,  are  illegal. 
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Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  9.  That  the  keeping  a  (landing  Army 
in  thefe  Colonies,  in  T  imes  of  Peace,  without  the  Confent  of  the 
Legiflature  of  that  Colony  in  which  fuch  Army  is  kept,  is  againd 

Law. 

Resolved,  hi.  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indifpenhbly  neceffary  to 
good  Government,  and  rendered  effential  by  the  Englijh  Conftitu- 
tion,  that  the  condiment  Branches  of  the  Legiflature  be  indepen¬ 
dent  of  each  other;  that,  therefore,  the  Exercife  of  legiflative 
Power  in  feveral  Colonies,  by  a  Council  appointed,  during  Plea- 
fure,  by  the  Crown,  is  unconditutiotial,  dangerous,  and  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  Freedom  of  American  Legidation. 

All  and  each  of  which,  the  aforefaid  Deputies  in  behalf  of 
themfelves,  and  their  Condituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  infid 
on,  as  their  indubitable  Rights  and  Liberties  ;  which  cannot  be 
legally  taken  from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by  any  Power  what¬ 
ever,  without  their  own  Confent,  by  their  Reprcfentatives  in  their 
feveral  provincial  Legislatures. 

In  the  Courfe  of  our  Inquiry,  we  find  many  Infringements  and 
Violations  of  the  foregoing  Rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  De¬ 
fire  that  Harmony  and  mutual  Intercourfe  of  Affe&ion  and  Inter- 
eft  may  be  redored,  we  pafs  over  for  the  Prefent,  and  proceed  to 
date  fuch  A<ds  and  Meafures  as  have  been  adopted  fmce  the  lad 
W  ar,  which  demondrate  a  Syftem  formed  to  enflave  America . 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  following  Acls  of  Parliament 
are  Infringements  and  Violations  of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonids  ; 
and  that  the  Repeal  of  them  is  efientially  neceffary,  in  Order  to 


mes,  viz. 


The  feveral  Adis  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  T5.  and  ch.  34.- — 5  Geo. 
III.  ch.  25  — 6  Geo.  III.  ch.  52. — 7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  and 
ch.  46. — 8  Geo.  III.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  Duties  for  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  raifing  a  Revenue  in  America ,  extend  the  Power  of  the 
Admiralty  Courts  beyond  their  ancient  Limits,  deprive  the  Ame- 
rican  Subject  of  Trial  by  Jury,  authorife  the  Judges  Certificate  to 
indemnify  the  Profecutor  from  Damages,  that  he  might  otherwife 
be  liable  to,  requiring  opprefiive  Security  from  a  Claimant  of 
Ships  and  Goods  feized,  before  he  (hall  be  allowed  to  defend  his 
Property,  and  are  fubverfive  of  American  Rights. 

Alfo  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  intituled,  “  An  A6t  for  the  bet- 
<c  ter  fecuring  his  Majedy’s  Dock-yards,  Magazines,  Ships, 
“  Ammunition,  and  Stores,”  which  declares  a  new  Offence  in  A- 
vierica ,  and  deprives  the  American  Subject  of  a  conditutioual  Trial 
by  Jury  of  the  Vicinage,  by  authoriiing  the  Trial  of  any  Perfon 
charged  with  the  Committing  any  Offence  defenbed  in  the  faid 
A£t  out  of  the  Realm,  to  be  inclined  and  tried  for  the  fame  jn  any 
Shire  or  County  within  the  Realm. 

Alfo 
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Alfo  the  three  A£ts  paffedin  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  for 
Hopping  the  Port  and  blocking  up  the  Harbour  of  Bofton ,  for  al¬ 
tering  the  Charter  and  Government  of  MaJJachufetts-Bay ,  and 
that  which  is  intituled,  <c  An  A£t  for  the  better  Adminiftratiou 
“  of  Juftice,  &c.” 

Alfo  the  A61  pafled  in  the  fame  Seffion  for  eftablifhing  the  R.o- 
man  Catholic  Religion  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the 
equitable  Syftem  of  Englifb  Laws,  and  erecting  a  Tyranny  there, 
to  the  great  Danger,  (from  fo  total  a  Diffimularity  of  Religion, 
Law,  and  Government)  of  the  neighbouring  Britifb  Colonies, 
by  the  Affiftance  of  whofe  Blood  and  Treafure  the  faid  Country 
was  conquered  from  France * 

Alfo  the  A 61  paired  in  the  fame  Seffion  for  the  better  providing 
fuitable  Quarters  for  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  his  Majefty’s  Service 
in  North- America* 

Alfo,  that  the  keeping  a  Handing  Army  in  feveral  of  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies,  in  Time  of  Peace,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Legiflature 
of  that  Colony  in  which  fuch  Army  is  kept,  is  againfl  Law. 

To  thefe  grievous  A6ts  and  Meafures  Americans  cannot  fubmit, 
but  in  hopes  their  Fellow  Subjects  in  Great-Britain  will,  on  a  Re¬ 
vision  of  them,  reftare  us  to  that  State,  in  which  both  Countries 
found  Happinefs  and  Profperity,  we  have  for  the  Prefent  only  re- 
folved  to  purfue  the  following  peaceable  Meafures  :  1.  To  enter  in¬ 
to  a  Non-importation,  Non-confumption,  and  Non-exportation 
Agreement  or  Affociation.  2.  To  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  the 
People  of  Great-Britain ,  and  a  Memorial  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Britifb  America:  And  3.  To  prepare  a  loyal  Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefly,  agreeable  to  Refolutions  already  entered  into. 

A  Letter  being  received  from  feveral  Gentlemen  in  Georgia  was 
read. — 

Saturday,  October  15,  1774* 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Plan  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  Effecd  the  Non-importation  &c.  and  after  fome  Time 
fpent  on  that  Subject,  adjourned  till  Monday* 

Monday,  0  dialer  17,  1774* 

Mr.  John  Dickinfon  appeared  in  Congrefs  as  a  Deputy  for  the. 
Province  of  Pennfyhania ,  and  produced  his  Credentials,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  v 

“  In  Affembly,  0 dialer  15,  1 7 74» 

<c  Upon  Motion  by  Mr.  Rofs , 

“  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dicki?ifon  be  and  he  is  hereby  added 
“  to  the  Committee  of  Deputies  appointed  by  the  late  AfTembly 
“  of  this  Province,  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs  now  fitting  in 
“  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  American  Grievances. 

“  By  Order  of  the  Houfe,  Cka*  Moore ,  Clk.  of  the  AfTembly.* 

The 
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-name  berg  aPPr°ved’  Mr.  Dickinfon  took  his  Seat  as  one 
of  t  he  Deputies  for  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania. 

1  he  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Plan  of 
Afiociation  &c  and  after  fpending  the  Remainder  of  the  Day  oa 
liiaL  DUDjeCt,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  18,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Plan  of  Aflbcia- 
t‘°?  &<T  a"d  a{ter  lundry  Amendments,  the  fame  was  ao-reed  to 
ral  Membelt0  tranfcribed*  that  *  be  figned  by  t°he  feve¬ 
rs?6  p°mmittee  a?P°inted  to  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  the  People 
^  i  fBam,  brought  in  a  Draught,  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered  to  he  on  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  the  Members,  and  to 
fck  taken  into  Confideration  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  ig,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Addrefs  to  the 
reopie  of  6 reat-Britain,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  Para- 
grap  is  and  fundry  Amendments  made,  the  fame  was  re-commit- 
ted,  in  Order  that  the  Amendments  may  be  taken  in. 

.  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Memorial  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  theie  Colonies  reported  a  Draught,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  he  on  the  Table. 

Ordered,  That  this  Memorial  be  taken  into  Confideration  to¬ 
morrow. 

Thursday,  October  20,  1774. 

The  Affociation  being  copied,  was  read  and  figned  at  the  Ta¬ 
ble.  And  is  as  follows  : - - 

WE,  his  Majefly’s  molt  loyal  Subjeds,  the  Delegates  of  the 
fever  al  Colonies  of  New-Hampjhire ,  Majfachufetts-Bay ,  Rhode- 
ijlajniy  Connecticut ,  New-Cork,  New-Jerfey ,  Pennfylvania ,  the 
three  lower  Counties  of  NewcaJUe,  Kent,  and  Sujfex  on  Delaware 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  Soutb-Carolina ,  deput¬ 
ed  to  reprefent  them  in  a  Continental  Congrefs  held  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  ou  th z  fifth  Day  of  September,  1774,  avowino-  our 
Allegiance  .  to  his  Majefly,  our  AfFedion  and  Regard  for  our 
lellow-Subjeds  in  Great- Britain  and  elfewhere,  affeded  with  the 
deepeft  Anxiety,  and  mofl  alarming  Apprehenfions  at  thofe  Grie¬ 
vances  and  Diftreffes,  with  which  his  Majefly's  American  Subjeds 
are  opprefled,  and  having  taken  under  pur  mofl  ferious  Delibera¬ 
tion,  the  State  of  the  whole  Continent ;  find,  that  the  prefent  un- 
Iiappy  Situation  of  our  Affairs  is  occafioned  by  a  ruinous  Syflem  of 
Colony  Admimflration  adopted  by  the  Britijb  Miniflry  about  the 
Year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for  inflaving  thefe  Colonies,  and, 
with  them,  the  Britijh  Empire.  In  profecution  of  which  Syflem! 

various 
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various  ACls  of  parliament  have  been  patted  for  raifing  a  Revenue 
in  America ,  for  depriving  the  American  SubjeCts,  in  many  In- 
ftances,  of  the  conflitutional  Trial  by  Jury,  expofing  their  Lives 
to  Danger*  by  direCling  a  new  and  illegal  Trial  beyond  the  Seas, 
for  Crimes  alledged  to  have  been  committed  in  America  :  And  in 
profecution  of  the  fame  Syftem,  feveral  late,  cruel,  and  oppreflive 
Adis  have  been  patted  refpe&ing  the  Town  of  B  oft  on  and  the 
Majfachufetts-Bay ,  and  alfo  an  Adi  for  extending  the  province  of 
Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on  the  Weftern  Frontiers  of  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies,  eftablifhing  an  arbitrary  Government  therein,  and  difcour- 
aging  the  Settlement  of  Britijb  Subjedls  in  that  wide  extended 
Country;  thus  by  the  Influence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient 
prejudices  to  difpofe  the  Inhabitants  to  adl  with  Hoftility  againft 
the  free  proteftant  Colonies,  whenever  a  wicked  Miniftry  fhall 
chufe  fo  to  diredl  them. 

To  obtain  Redrefs  of  thefe  Grievances,  which  threaten  De¬ 
finition  to  the  Lives,  Liberty,  and  Property  of  his  Majefty’s 
SubjeCts  in  North  America ,  we  are  of  Opinion,  that  a  Non-im¬ 
portation,  Non-confumption,  and  Non-exportation  agreement, 
faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  moil  fpeedy,  effe&ual,  and 
peaceable  Meafure  :  And  therefore  we  do,  for  ourfelves,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  feveral  Colonies  whom  we  reprefent,  firmly  agree 
and  affociate  under  the  facred  ties  of  Virtue,  Honour  and  love 
of  our  Country,  as  follows  : 

Firft,  That  from  and  after  the  Firft  Day  of  December  next,  we 
will  not  import  into  Britijl?  America ,  from  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland ,  any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandize  whatfoever,  or  from 
any  other  Place,  any  fuch  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandize,  as 
fhall  have  been  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  nor  will 
we,  after  that  Day,  import  any  Eaji  India  Tea  from  any  Part 
of  the  World ;  nor  any  Molaffes,  Syrups,  paneles,  Coffee,  or 
Piemento,  fiom  the  BritiJIo  Plantations  or  from  Dominica ;  nor 

Wines  from  Madeira ,  or  the  Weftern  Iflands ;  nor  Foreign  In¬ 
digo. 

Second ,  We  will  neither  import,  nor  purchafe  any  Slave  im¬ 
ported  after  the  Firft  Day  of  December  next ;  after  which  Time, 
we  will  wholly  difcontinue  the  Slave  Trade,  and  will  neither  be 
concerned  in  it  ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  Veffels,  nor  fell 

our  Commodities  or  Manufactures  to  thofe  who  are  concerned 
in  it. 

Third ,  As  a  Non-confumption  Agreement,  ftriClly  adhered  to, 
will  be  an  effectual  Security  for  the  obfervation  of  the  Non-im¬ 
portation,  we  as  above,  folemnly  agree  and  affociate,  that  from 
this  Day,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  Tea  imported  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Eafl  India  Company ,  or  any  on  which  a  Duty  hath 
been  or  fhall  be  paid  ;  and  from  and  after  the  firft  Day  of  March 
next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  EaJl  India  Tea  whatever  ; 
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hoi  will  we,  nor  lhall  any  Perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe 
any  of  thofe  Goods,  VCares,  or  Merchandize,  we  have  agreed  not  to 
impoi  t,  which  we  fliall  know,  or  have  caufe  to  fufpeCt,  were  irn* 
ported  after  the  hiril  Day  of  Dece?nbery  except  fuch  as  come 
undei  the  Pules  and  Directions  of  the  Penth  .Article  hereafter 
mentioned. 

Fourth ,  The  earned:  Defire  We  have  not  to  injure  our  Fellow- 
fubjeCts  in  Cjteai  BiitaiHy  1)  eland y  or  the  IVef  I?idtesy  induces  us 
to  fufpend  a  Non-exportation,  until  the  Tenth  Day  of  September , 
1775;  at  which  Time,  if  the  faid  Ads  and  parts  of  ACts  of 
the  Brit iJ1?  parliament  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed, 
we  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  export  any  Merchandize  or 
Commodity  whatfoever  to  Great-Britain ,  Ireland ,  or  the  Wefl- 
Indiesy  except  Rice  to  Europe . 

Fifth.  Such  as  are  Merchants,  and  ufe  the  Brit  if. ?  and  Irijh 
Trade,  will  give  Orders,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  their  Factors,  A- 
gents  and  Correfpondents,  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland ,  not  to 
fnip  any  Goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  as  they 
cannot  be  received  in  America  ;  and  if  any  Merchant,  redding  in 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland ,  (hall  direCtly  or  indirectly  fhip  any 
Goods,  Wares  or  Merchandize,  for  America ,  in  Order  to  break 
the  faid  Non- Importation  Agreement,  or  in  any  Manner  contra¬ 
vene  the  fame,  on  fuch  unworthy  conduCt  being  well  attefted,  it 
ought  to  be  made  public ;  and,  on  the  fame  being  fo  done,  we 
will  not  from  thenceforth  have  any  commercial  Connexion  with 
fuch  Merchant. 

Sixth.  That  fuch  as  are  Owners  of  Veifels  will  give  pofitive 
Orders  to  their  Captains,  or  Mahers,  not  to  receive  on  Board  their 
Veifels  any  Goods  prohibited  by  the  faid  Non-importatiou  Agree¬ 
ment,  on  pain  of  immediate  Difmiffion  from  their  Service. 

Seventh.  We  will  ufe  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to  improve  the 
Breed  of  Sheep  and  increafe  their  Number  to  the  greatell  Extent  ; 
and  to  that  End,  we  will  kill  them  as  feldom  as  may  be,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  the  moil  profitable  kind  ;  nor  will  we  export  any  to 
the  Wef -Indies  or  elfewhere  ;  and  thofe  of  us,  who  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  overbooked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any  Sheep,  will 
difpofe  of  them  to  our  Neighbours,  efpecially  to  the  poorer  Sort, 
on  moderate  Terms. 

Eighth .  We  will  in  our  feveral  Stations  encourage  Frugality, 
Oeconchny,  and  Induftry,  and  promote  Agriculture,  Arts  and 
the  Manufactures  of  this  Country,  efpecially  that  of  Wool ;  and 
will  difeountenance  and  difeourage  every  Species  of  Extravagance 
and  Difiipation,  efpecially  all  Horfe  Racing,  and  all  Kinds  of  Gam¬ 
ing,  Cock  Fighting,  Exhibitions  of  Shews,  Plays,  and  other  ex¬ 
pen  five  Diverfions  and  Entertainments;  and  on  the  Death  of  any 
Relation  or  Friend,  none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  Families  will  go  in¬ 
to  any  further  Mourning  Drefs  than  a  black  Crape  or  Ribbon  on 
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tiie  Arm  or  Hat  for  Gentlemen,  and  a  black  Ribbon  and  Neck¬ 
lace  for  Ladles,  and  we  will  diicontinue  the  giving  of  Gloves  and 
Scarves  at  Funerals. 

A  intip.  Such  as  are  Venders  of  Goods  or  Merchandize  will 
not  take  Advantage  of  the  Scarcity  of  Goods  that  may  be  occa-  j 

fioned  by  this  Afiociation,  but  will  fell  the  fame  at  the  Rates  we 
have  been  refpe&ively  accuftomed  to  do,  for  twelve  Months  laft 
paft.  And  if  any  Vender  of  Goods  or  Merchandize  lhall  fell  any 
fuch  Goods  on  higher  Terms,  or  lhall  in  any  Mianner,  or  by  any 
Device  whatfoever,  violate  or  ciepart  from  this  Agreement,  no 
Pei  fon  ought,  nor  will  any  ox  us  deal  with  anv  fuch  Perfon,  or 
his,  or  her  Factor  or  Agent,  at  any  Time  thereafter,  for  any 
Commodity  whatever. 

Tenth.  In  cafe  any  Merchant,  Trader,  or  other  Perfons  lhall 
import  any  Goods  or  Merchandize  after  the firjl  Day  of  December, 
and  before  the  firjl  Day  of  February  next,  the  fame  ought  forth- 
with,  at  the  Eledhon  of  the  Owner,  to  be  either  re-fhipped  or 
delivered  up  to  the  Committee  of  the  County,  or  Town  wherein 

tuey  lhall  be  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the  Rifque  of  the  Impor-  ~  9 

ter,  until  the  Non-importation  Agreement  fhall  ceafe,  or  be  fold 
under  the  Direction  of  the  Committee  aforefaid  •  and  m  the  laft 
mentioned  Cafe,  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  fuch  Goods  fhall  be  re- 
im burled  (out  of  the  Sales,  the  lirlt  Coft  and  Charges,  the  Profit, 
if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing  fuch  poor 
Inhabitants  of  the  Sown  of  BoJlon>  as  are  immediate  Sufferers  by 
the  Bofton  Port-Bill  ;  and  a  particular  Account  of  all  Goods  fo  re¬ 
turned  ftored,  or  fold,  to  be  inferted  in  the  public  Papers  ;  and 
if  any  Goods  or  Merchandizes  fhaJl  be  imported  after  the  laid  firjl 
Day  of  February ,  the  fame  ought  forthwith  to  be  lent  back  again, 
without  breaking  any  of  the  Packages  thereof. 

Eleventh.  Tnat  a  Committee  be  chofen  in  every  County,  City, 
aud  Town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Reprefentatives 
in  the  Legiflature,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall  be  attentively  to  obferve 
the  Conduct  of  all  perfons  touching  this  Afiociation  ;  and  when  it 
fhall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Satisfaction  of  a  Majority  of  any 
fuch  Committee,  that  any  Perfon  within  the  Limits  of  their  Ap¬ 
pointment  has  violated  this  Afiociation,  that  fuch  Majority  do 
forthwith  caufe  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe  to  be  publifhed  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette  ;  to  the  End,  that  all  fuch  Foes  to  the  Rights  of  Britijh  A- 
merica  may  be  publicly  known,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the 
Enemies  of  American  Liberty  ;  and  thenceforth  we  refpe&ively 
will  break  off  all  Dealings  with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth.  That  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  in  the  re- 
ipective  Colonies  do  frequently  infpecl  the  Entries  of  their  Cuftorn- 
Houfes,  and  inform  each  other  from  Time  to  Time  of  the  true 
State  thereof,  and  of  every  other  material  Circumftance  that  may 
occur  relative  to  this  Afiociation. 
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Thirteenth..  That  all  Manufaftures  of  this  Country  be  fold  at 
rea  onable  I  rices,  fo  that  no  undue  Advantage  be  taken  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  Scarcity  of  Goods. 

Fourteenth .  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve,  that  we  will 
ave  no  Trade,  Commerce,  Dealings  or  Intercourfe  whatfoever, 
with  any  Colony  or  Province,  in  North- A?nerica>  which  (hall  not 
accede  to,  or  which  fhall  hereafter  violate  this  Affociation,  but 
will  hold  them  as  unworthy  of  the  Rights  of  Freemen,  and  as  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  Liberties  of  their  Country- 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  and  our  Conflituents,  under 
the  Ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere  to  this  Affociation  until  fuch  parts 
of  the  feveral  Ads  of  parliament  paffed  fince  the  Clofe  of  the  laffc 
War,  as  impofe  or  continue  Duties  on  Tea,  Wine,  Molaffes,  Sy¬ 
rups,  Paneles,  Coffee,  Sugar,  Piemento,  Indigo,  foreign  Paper, 
Glafs,  and  painters  Colours,  imported  into  America ,  and  extend 
the  Powers  of  the  Admiralty  Courts  beyond  their  ancient  Limits, 
deprive  the  American  Subject  of  Trial  by  Jury,  authorife  the 
Judge  s  Certificate  to  indemnify  the  Profecutor  from  Damages, 
that  he  might  otherwife  be  liable  to  from  a  Trial  by  his  Peers, 
require  oppreffive  Security  from  a  Claimant  of  Ships  or  Goods 
feized,  before  he  fhall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  are  re¬ 
pealed. — And  until  that  part  of  the  Ad  of  the  12.  G.  3.  ch.  24. 
entitled,  “  An  Ad  for  the  better  fecuring  his  Majefly’s  Dock- 
Yards,  Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition,  and  Stores,’’  by  which 
any  perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  Offences  therein 
deferibed,  in  America ,  may  be  tried  in  any  Shire  or  County  with¬ 
in  the  Realm,  is  repealed — And  until  the  four  Ads  paffed  the  lafl 
Seffion  of  parliament,  viz.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and  blocking 
up  the  Harbour  of  Bojion . — That  for  altering  the  Charter  and 
Government  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay. — And  that  which  is  enti¬ 
tled,  “  An  Ad  for  the  better  Adminiftration  of  Juflice,  &c.” — 
And  that  “  For  extending  the  Limits  of  Quebec ,  &c.”  are  re¬ 
pealed.  And  we  recommend  it  to  the  provincial  Conventions, 
and  to  the  Committees  in  the  refpedive  Colonies,  to  eflablifh  fuch 
farther  Regulations  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into 
Execution  this  Affociation. 

The  foregoing  Affociation  being  determined  upon  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  was  ordered  to  be  fubferibed  by  the  feveral  Members  there¬ 
of  ;  and  thereupon  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  refpedive  Names  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

In  Congrefs ,  Philadelphia ,  Oflober  24. 

Signed  Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident* 
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C  John  Sullivan , 

P  Nathaniel  Folfom. 


Massachusetts* 
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f  ' Thomas  Cujbing, 

,  r  t>  I  Samuel  Adavis , 

Massachusetts-Bay,  J  ~  ’ 

j  John  Ada?ns> 

L  Robert  Treat  Paine. 

T>  r  C  Stephen  Hopkins . 

Rhode-Island,  |  s/muelwPrd. 

C  Eliphalet  Dyer, 
CONNECTI  cut,  <  Roger  Sherman , 

£  Silas  Deane. 

f  7/27^^ 

|  John  Alfop, 

I  ‘  John  Jay, 

tl  t  tt  j  ‘lames  Duane « 
new-york,  ■j  JWilliamFloyi 

Henry  Wifner , 

<S.  Boerum , 

Philip  Livmgfon. 
f  James  Kiiifey, 

|  Willia?n  Livingjion , 
New-Jerse  Y,  Stephen  Crane , 

■  Richard  Smithy 
John  De  Hart. 
Jofeph  Galloway , 
John  Dickinfon , 
Charles  Humphreys, 
Pennsy  l van i A,  <j  Th 07?i as  Mifflin , 

Edward  Biddle , 
Morton , 

George  Rofs. 

C  Ceefar  Rodney , 

New-Castle,  &c.  s  Tho7nas  M’Keany 

C  George  Read. 

f  Matthew  Tilghman , 
Maryland  j  Johnfon> 

MARYLAND, 

Sa77iuel  Chafe . 
Richard  Henry  Lee , 
George  Wafoington, 

Virginia  J  P> 

*  i  Richard  Bland, 

Benja?7iin  Harrifon , 

Edmund  Pendleton . 

f"  Willia7n  Hooper , 

Nosth-CaTvOlina,  <  Jofeph  Hewes, 

C  R'  CafwelL 
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South-Carolina,  <| 


Henry  Middiet  on, 

Thomas  Lynch , 

Chrijlopher  Gadjden, 

John  Rutledge , 

_  Edward  Rutledge . 

The  Congreis  then  refumed  the  Conf.deration  of  the  Addrefs 

to  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  after  Debate  thereon, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. — 

/ 

Friday,  October  21,  1774, 

The  Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  being  brought  in, 
and  the  Amendments  d.refted  being  made,  the  fame  was  a|prov- 

To  the  People  o/Great-Br itj in,  from  the  Delegates,  ab- 

J ,  yr  thenfeveral  Englijh  Colonies  of  Nemj-HampJbire, 
■Maffachufetts-  Bay,  Rhode- Ifland  and  Provide, see  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  A ew-Tork,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  The  Lover 
Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina 
and  South-Cardma,  to  conftder  of  their  Grievances  in  General 
Congieis,  at  Philadelphia ,  September  ^ th,  1774. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Subjells , 

^at;on  led  to  Greatnefs  by  the  Hand  of  Liberty, 
and  pofiefted  of  all  the  Glory  that  Heioifm,  Munificence,  and 
Humanity  can  bellow,  defeends  to  the  ungrateful  Talk  of  forging; 
Chains  for  her  Friends  and  Children,  and  inltead  of  giving  Sup- 

1  *  r  Slavery  and  Opprellion 

there  is  Reafon  to  fufpeft  Ihe  has  either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or 
been  extremely  negligent  in  the  Appointment  of  her  Rulers 
In  almoft  every  Age,  in  repeated Confli£b,  in  long  and  bloody 
V  ars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  againft  many  and  powerful  Nations, 
againft  the  open  Alfaults  of  Enemies  and  the  more  dangerous 
Treachery  of  Friends,  have  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Ifland;  your 
great  and  glorious  Anceftors,  maintained  their  Independence  and 
tranfmitted  the  Rights  of  Men  and  the  Bleffings  of  Liberty  to  you 
their  Pofterity.  3  3 

Be  not  fui  prized  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  defeended  from 
the  fame  common  Anceftors ;  that  we,  whofe  Forefathers  partici¬ 
pated  in  all  the  Rights,  the  Liberties,  and  the  Conftitution,  you 
fo  juftly  boaft  of,  and  who  have  carefully  conveyed  the  fame  fair  In¬ 
heritance  to  us,  guarantied  by  the  plighted  Faith  of  Government 
and  the  m o ft  folemn  Compacts  with  Britijh  Sovereigns,  fhould  re- 
fufe  to  furrender  them  to  Men,  who  found  their°Claims  on  no 
Principles  of  Reafon,  and  who  profecute  them  with  a  Defign, 
that  by  having  our  Lives  and  Property  in  their  Power,  they  may 
with  the  greater  Facility  enfia it  you.  t 
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October,  1774.  ^ 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  Object  of  univerfal  Attention: 
it  has  at  length  become  very  ferious.  This  unhappy  Country  has 
not  only  been  oppreffed,  but  abufed  and  mifreprefented ;  and  the 
Duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  Pofterity,  to  your  Intereft,  and 
the  general  Welfare  of  the  Britifb  Empire,  leads  us  to  addrefs  you 
on  this  very  important  Subject. 

Know  then ,  That  we  confider  ourfelves,  and  do  infill,  that  xve 
are  and  ought  to  be,  as  free  as  our  Fellow  Subje&s  in  Britain , 
and  that  no  Power  on  Earth  has  a  Right  to  take  our  Property  from 
us  without  our  Confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  Benefits  fecured  to  the  Subjedl  by  the 
EngUJh  Coullitution,  and  particularly  that  inellimable  one  of 
Trial  by  Jury. 

That  we  hold  it  elfential  to  EngUJh  Liberty,  that  no  Man  be 
condemned  unheard,  or  punilhed  for  fuppofed  Offences,  without 
having  an  Opportunity  of  making  his  Defence. 

That  we  think  the  Legiflature  of  Great-Britain  is  not  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  Conllitution  to  eftablifh  a  Religion  fraught  with  fan- 
guinary  and  impious  Tenets,  or,  to  ere6l  an  arbitrary  Form  of 
Government  in  any  quarter  of  the  Globe.  Thefe  Rights  we,  as 
well  as  you,  deem  facred.  And  yet  facred  as  they  are,  they  have, 
with  many  others,  been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  Proprietors  of  the  Soil  of  Great-Britain  Lords  of 
their  own  Property  ?  can  it  be  taken  from  them  without  their 
Confent  ?  will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  Difpofal  of  any  Man, 
or  Number  of  Men  whatever  ? — You  know  they  wall  not. 

Why  then  are  the  Proprietors  of  the  Soil  of  America  lefs  Lords 
of  their  Property  than  you  are  of  yours  ;  or  why  fhould  they  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  Difpofal  of  your  Parliament,  or  any  other  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  Council  in  the  World,  not  of  their  Ele&ion  ?  Can  the 
I  ntervention  of  the  Sea  that  divides  us,  caufe  Difparity  in  Rights, 
or  can  any  Reafon  be  given,  why  EngUJh  Subjects,  who  live 
three  thoufand  Miles  from  the  royal  Palace,  mould  enjoy  lefs  Li-  * 
berty  than  thofe  who  are  three  hundred  Miles  diftant  from  it  ? 

Reafon  looks  with  Indignation  on  fuch  DiftinCtions,  and  Free¬ 
men  can  never  perceive  their  propriety.  And  yet,  however  chi¬ 
merical  and  unjufl  fuch  Difcriminations  are,  the  parliament  affert, 
that  they  have  a  Right  to  bind  us  in  all  Cafes  without  Exception, 
whether  we  confent  or  not  ;  that  they  may  take  and  ufe  our  pro¬ 
perty  when  and  in  what  Manner  they  pleafe  ;  that  we  are  penfion- 
ers  on  their  Bounty  for  all  that  we  poflefs,  andean  hold  it  no  lon¬ 
ger  than  they  vouchafe  to  permit.  Such  Declarations  we  confider 
as  Herefies  in  EngUJh  politics,  and  which  can  no  more  operate  to 
deprive  us  of  our  Property,  than  the  Interdicts  of  the  Pope  can  di¬ 
ved  Kings  of  Sceptres,  which  the  Laws  of  the  Land  and  the 
Voice  of  the  People  have  placed' in  their  Hands. 
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At  the  Conclufion  of  the  late  War — a  War  rendered  glorious 
l>y  the  Abilities  and  Integrity  of  a  Minilter,  to  whofe  Efforts  the 
BritiJJ?  Empire  owes  its  Safety  and  its  Fame :  At  the  Conclufion 
of  this  War,  which  was  fucceeded  by  an  inglorious  Peace,  formed 
under  the  Aufpices  of  a  Minilter,  of  Principles,  and  of  a  Family 
unfriendly  to  the  Protellant  Caufe,  and  inimical  to  Liberty. — - 
We  fay  at  this  Period,  and  under  the  Influence  of  that  Man,  a 
Plan  for  enflaving  your  Fellow  SubjeCts  in  America  was  concerted, 
and  has  ever  fince  been  pertinacioufly  carrying  into  Execution. 

Prior  to  this  -Era  you  were  content  with  drawing  from  us  the 
Wealth  produced  by  our  Commerce.  You  reftrained  our  Trade 
in  every  Way  that  could  conduce  to  your  Emolument.  You  ex- 
crcifed  unbounded  Sovereignty  over  the  Sea.  You  named  the 
Ports  and  Nations  to  which  alone  our  Merchandize  fhould  be  car¬ 
ried,  and  with  whom  alone  we  fhould  trade  ;  and  though  fome  of 
thefe  Reftri&ions  were  grievous,  we  neverthelefs  did  not  complain; 
we  looked  up  to  you  as  to  our  parent  State  to  which  we  were 
bound  by  the  ftrongeft  Ties  :  And  were  happy  in  being  inftru- 
mental  to  your  Profperity  and  your  Grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefs  our  Loyalty  and  At¬ 
tachment  to  the  common  Intereft  of  the  whole  Empire  :  Did  we 
not,  in  the  lall  War,  add  all  the  Strength  of  this  vaft  Continent 
to  the  Force  which  repelled  our  common  Enemy  ?  Did  we  not 
leave  our  native  Shores,  and  meet  Difeafe  and  Death,  to  promote 
the  Succefs  of  Britijh  Arms  in  foreign  Climates  ?  Did  you  not 
thank  us  for  our  Zeal,  and  even  reimburfe  us  large  Sums  of  Money, 
which,  you  confeffed,  we  had  advanced  beyond  our  Proportion, 
and  far  beyond  our  Abilities  ?  You  did. 

To  what  Caufes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the  fudden  Change 
of  Treatment,  and  that  Syflem  of  Slavery  which  was  prepared  for 
us  at  the  Reftoration  of  Peace. 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  Diflreffes  which  ever  attend 
War,  an  Attempt  was  made  to  drain  this  Country  of  all  its  Mo¬ 
ney,  by  the  oppreflive  Stamp- ACL  Paint,  Glafs,  and  other  Com¬ 
modities,  which  you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  Na¬ 
tions,  were  taxed ;  nay,  although  no  Wine  is  made  in  any  Coun¬ 
try,  fubject  to  the  BritiJJ?  State,  you  prohibited  our  procuring  it 
of  Foreigners,  without  paying  a  Tax,  impofed  by  your  Parlia¬ 
ment,  on  all  we  imported.  Thefe  and  many  other  Impofitions 
were  laid  upon  us  moll  unjuftly  and  unconftitutionally,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  Purpofe  of  railing  a  Revenue.  In  order  to  filence  Com¬ 
plaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided,  that  this  Revenue  fhould  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  America  for  its  Protection  and  Defence.  Thefe  Exac¬ 
tions,  however,  can  receive  no  Jullihcation  from  a  pretended  Ne- 
ceflity  of  protecting  and  defending  us.  They  are  lavilhly  fquan- 
dered  on  Court  Favourites  and  Miniiterial  Dependents,  generally 

avowed  Enemies  to  America  and  employing  themfelves,  by  partial 
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Representations,  to  traduce  and  embroil  the  Colonies.  For  the 
neceffary  Support  of  Government  here,  we  ever  were  and  ever 
fhall  be  ready  to  provide.  And  whenever  the  Exigencies  of  the 
State  may  require  it,  we  fhall,  as  we  have  heretofore  done,  chear- 
fully  contribute  our  full  Proportion  of  Men  and  Money.  To  en¬ 
force  this  unconftitutional  and  unjuft  Scheme  of  Taxation,  every 
Fence  that  the  Wifdom  of  our  Britijh  Anceftors  had  carefully  e- 
reded  againft  arbitrary  Power,  has  been  violently  thrown  down  in 
America ,  and  the  ineftimable  Right  of  Trial  by  Jury  taken  away 
in  Cafes  that  touch  both  Life  and  Property. — It  was  ordained  that 
wnenever  Offences  fhould  be  committed  in  the  Colonies  againft 
particular  Ads  impoiing  various  Duties  and  Reftridions  upon 
Trade,  the  Profecutor  might  bring  his  Adion  for  the  Penalties  in 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty ;  by  which  Means  the  Subjed  loft  the 
Advantage  of  being  tried  by  an  honeft  uninfluenced  Jury  of  the 
Vicinage,  and  was  fubjeded  to  the  fad  Neceftity  of  being  judged 
by  a  fingle  Man,  a  Creature  of  the  Crown,  and  according  to  the 
Courfe  of  a  Law  which  exempts  the  profecutor  from  the  Trouble 
of  proving  his  Accufation,  and  obliges  the  Defendant  either  to  e- 
vince  his  Innocence,  or  to  fuffer.  To  give  this  new  Judicatory  the 
greater  Importance,  and  as,  if  with  Defign  to  proted  falfe  Accu- 
fers,  it  is  further  provided,  that  the  Judge’s  Certificate  of  there 
having  been  probable  Caufes  of  Seizure  and  Profecution,  fhall. 
proted  the  Profecutor  from  Adions  at  Common  Law  for  Reco^ 
very  of  Damages. 

By  the  Courfe  of  our  Law,  Offences  committed  in  fuch  of  the 
Britijh  Dominions  in  which  Courts  are  eftablifhed  and  Juftice  du^ 
ly  and  regularly  adminiftred,  fhall  be  there  tried  by  a  Jury  of  the 
Vicinage.  There  the  Offenders  and  the  Witneffes  are  known, 
and  the  Degree  oi  Credibility  to  be  given  to  their  Teftimony,  can 
be  ascertained. 

In  all  thefe  Colonies,  Juftice  is  regularly  and  impartially  admL 
mftered,  and  yet  by  the  Conftrudion  of  fome,  and  the  Diredion 
of  other  Ads  of  Parliament,  Offenders  are  to  be  taken  by  Force, 
together  with  all  fuch  Perfons  as  may  be  pointed  out  as  Witneffes, 
and  carried  to  Etigland ,  there  to  be  tried  in  a  diftant  Land,  by  a 
Jury  of  Strangers,  and  fubjed  to  all  the  Difadvantages  that  reful t 
from  want  of  Friends,  want  of  Witnefies,  and  want  of  Money. 

When  the  defign  of  railing  a  Revenue  from  the  duties  impofed 
on  the  importation  of  Tea  into  America ,  had  in  great  Meafure 
been  rendered  abortive  by  our  ceafing  to  import  that  Commodity, 
a  Scheme  was  concerted  by  the  Miniftry  with  the  El  a J-  India 
Company,  and  an  Ad  paffed  enabling  and  encouraging  them  to 
tranfpon  and  vend  it  in  the  Colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of 
giving  fuccefs  to  this  inlidious  Manoeuvre,  and  of  permitting  a  pre¬ 
cedent  of  Taxation  thus  to  be  eftablifhed  among  us,  various  Me¬ 
thods  w  ore  adopted  to  elude  the  Stroke.  The  People  of  BoJ}ony 
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then  ruled  by  a  Governor,  whom,  as  well  as  his  PredecefTor  SiF 
Francis  Bernard ,  all  America  confiders  as  her  Enemy,  were  exceed^ 
ingly  embarrafled.  The  Ships,  which  had  arrived  with  the  Tea, 
were  by  his  management  prevented  from  returning. — The  Duties 
would  have  been  paid  ;  the  Cargoes  landed  and  expofed  to  Sale  ; 
a  Governor’s  influence  would  have  procured  and  protected  many 
Purchafers.  While  the  Town  was  fufpended  by  deliberations  on 
this  important  Subject,  the  Tea  was  deftroyed.  Even  fuppoflng 
a  Trefpafs  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  Proprietors  of  the  Tea 
entitled  to  Damages,  the  Courts  of  Law  were  open,  and  Judges 
appointed  by  the  Crown  prefided  in  them.— The  Eaji- India  Com¬ 
pany  however  did  not  think  proper  to  commence  any  Suits,  nor 
did  they  even  demand  Satisfaction  either  from  Individuals,  or 
from  the  Community  in  general.  The  Miniftry,  it  feems  ofheiouf- 
!y  made  the  Cafe  their  own,  aud  the  Great  Council  of  the  Nation 
defeended  to  intermeddle  with  a  Difpute  about  Private  Pro¬ 
perty.  Divers  Papers,  Letters,  and  other  unauthenticated  ex  parte 
Evidence  were  laid  before  them  ;  neither  the  Perfons  who.  deftroy¬ 
ed  the  Pea,  nor  the  People  of  Bojion  were  called  upon  to  anfwer 
the  Complaint.  The  Miniftry,  incenfed  by  being  difappointed  in 
a  favourite  Scheme,  were  determined  to  recur  from  the  little  Arts 
of  Fineffe,  to  open  Force  and  unmanly  Violence.  The  Port  of 
Bojion  was  blocked  up  by  a  Fleet,  and  an  Army  placed  in  the 
Town.  Their  Trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  thoufands  reduced 
to  the  Neceflity  of  gaining  Subftftence  from  Charity,  till  they 
fhould  fubmit  to  pafs  under  the  Yoke,  and  confent  to  become 
Slaves,  by  confeffing  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  and  acquief- 
ing  in  whatever  difpofition  they  might  think  proper  to  make  of 
their  Lives  and  Property. 

Let  juftice  and  Humanity  ceafe  to  be  the  boaft  of  your  Nation  ! 
ccnfult  your  Hiftory,  examine  your  records  of  former  Tranfa&i- 
ons,  nay  turn  to  the  Annals  of  the  many  Arbitrary  States  and 
Kingdoms  that  furround  you,  and  fhew  us  a  Angle  Inftance  of 
Men  being  condemned  to  fuffer  for  imputed  Crimes,  unheard,  un- 
queftioned,  and  without  even  the  fpecious  formality  of  a  Trial  ; 
and  that  too  by  Laws  made  exprefly  for  the  Purpofe,  and  which 
had  no  exigence  at  the  Time  of  the  FaCl  committed.  If  it  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  reconcile  thefe  proceedings  to  the  Genius  and  Temper  of 
your  Laws  and  Conftitution,  the  Talk  will  become  more  Arduous, 
when  we  call  upon  our  Miniflerial  Enemies  to  juftify,  not  only  con¬ 
demning  Men  untried  and  by  hearfay,  but  involving  the  Innocent 
in  one  common  Punifhment  with  the  Guilty,  and  for  the  A£t  of 
thirty  or  forty,  to  bring  Poverty,  Diftrefs,  and  Calamity  on  thirty 
thoufand  Souls,  and  thofe  not  your  Enemies,  but  your  Friends, 
Brethren,  and  Fellow-Subje&s. 

It  would  be  fome  Confolation  to  us,  if  the  Catalogue  of  Ameri¬ 
can  opprefiions  ended  here.  It  gives  us  Pain  to  be  reduced  to  the 
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Neceihty  of  reminding  3-011,  that  under  the  Confidence  repofed  in 
the  Faith  of  Government,  pledged  in  a  Royal  Charter  from  a  Bri¬ 
tish  Sovereign,  the  Fore- Fathers  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants  of  the 
j Majjachufetts-Bay  left  their  former  Habitations,  and  eilablifhed 
that  great,  flourifhing,  and  loyal  Colony.  Without  incurring  or  being 
charged  with  a  forfeiture  of  their  Rights,  without  being  heard, 
\yithout  being  tried,  without  Law,  and  without  Juilice,  by  an 
Ad  of  Parliament,  their  Charter  is  deilroyed,  their  Liberties  vio¬ 
lated,  their  Conilitution  and  Form  of  Government  changed  :  And 
all  this  upon  no  better  Pretence,  than  becaufe  in  one  of  their 
Towns  a  Trefpafs  was  committed  on  forne  Merchandize,  laid  to 
belong  to  one  of  the  Companies,  and  becaufe  the  Miniftry  were  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  high  political  Regulations  were  neceffary  to 
compel  due  fubordination  and  obedience  to  their  Mandates. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  capital  Grievances  under  which  we  la¬ 
bour.  We  might  tell  of  diffolute,  weak,  and  wicked  Governors 
having  been  fet  over  us;  of  Legislatures  being  fufpended  for  af- 
ferting  the  rights  of  Britijh  Suhjeds;  of  needy  and  ignorant  de¬ 
pendents  on  great  Men  advanced  to  the  Seats  of  Juilice,  and  to 
other  Places  of  Trail  and  Importance  ;  of  hard  Reilridtions  on 
Commerce,  and  a  great  Variety  of  leffer  Evils,  the  recollection  of 
which  is  almoil  loil  under  the  Weight  and  PreiTure  of  greater  and 
more  poignant  Calamities. 

Now  mark  the  Progreffion  of  the  Miniilerial  Plan  for  en Having 
us. 

Well  aware  that  fuch  hardy  Attempt?  to  take  our  Property 
from  us,  to  deprive  us  of  that  valuable  Right  of  Trial  by  Jury, 
to  feize  our  Perfons,  and  carry  us  for  Trial  to  Great-Britainf  to 
blockade  our  Ports,  to  deilroy  our  Charters,  and  change  our 
Forms  of  Government,  would  occafion,  and  had  already  occaiioned 
great  difeontent  in  the  Colonies,  which  might  produce  oppoiition 
to  thefe  Meafures  ;  An  Adt  was  palled  to  protedl,  indemnify,  and 
fereen  from  Puniihment,  fuch  as  might  be  guilty  even  of  Murder, 
in  endeavouring  to  carry  their  oppreffive  Edicts  into  Execution  ; 
and  by  another  Adi  the  dominion  of  Ca?iada  is  to  be  fo  extended, 
modelled,  and  governed,  as  that  by  being  dlfunited  from  us,  de¬ 
tached  from  pur  Intereils,  by  civil  as  weli  as  religious  Prejudices, 
that  by  their  Numbers  daily  fwelling  with  Catholic  Emigrants 
from  Europe ,  and  by  their  devotion  to  Adminiilration,  fo  friendly 
to  their  Religion,  they  might  become  Formidable  to  us,  and  on 
occafion,  be  fit  Inilruments  in  the  Hands  of  Power,  to  reduce  the 
ancient,  free  Proteilant  Colonies  to  the  fame  ilate  of  Slavery  with 
themfelves. 

This  was  evidently  the  Objedt  of  the  Adi:  And  in  this  view, 
being  extremely  dangerous  to  our  Liberty  and  Quiet,  we  cannot 
forbear  complaining  of  it,  as  hoilile  to  Britijb  America.  Superad- 
ded  to  thefe  coniiderations,  we  cannot  help  deploring  the  unhappy 
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condition  to  which  it  has  reduced  the  many  Engltjh  Settlers,  who, 
encouraged  by  the  Royal  Proclamation,  promifing  the  enjoyment 

all  their  Rights,  have  purchafed  Eflates  in  that  Country.-— They 
me  now  the  Subjects  of  an  arbitrary  Government,  deprived  of 
Triaiby  jury,  and  when  imprifoned  cannot  claim  the  Benefit  of 
the  H,i  jus  Corpus  Adt,  that  great  Bulwark  and  Palladium  of  En- 
glijh  Liberty : — Nor  can  we  fupprefs  our  Aflonifhment,  that  a 
BntiJJ:  Parliament  fhould  ever  confent  to  eflablifh  in  that  Country, 
a  Religion  that  has  deluged  your  Ifland  in  Blood,  and  difperfed 
Impiety,  Bigotry,  Perfecution,  Murder,  and  Rebellion  through 
every  part  of  the  World. 

il.’is  be  'g  a  true  date  of  Fadts,  let  us  befeech  you  to  confider 
to  what  end  they  lead. 

.  /^mit  that  the  Mimflry,  by  the  Powers  of  Britain ,  and  the 
aid  or  our  Roman  Catholic  Neighbours,  fhould  be  able  to  carry 
the  point  of  1  axation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  perfedt  Humilia¬ 
tion  and  Slavery :  Such  an  Enterprize  would  doubtlefs  make 
fome  addition  to  your  National  Debt,  which  already  preffes  down 
your  Liberties,  and  fills  you  with  Penfioners  and  Placemen. 
We  prefume,  alfo,  that  your  Commerce  will  fomewhat  be  dimifh-  * 
ed.  Plowever,  fuppofe  you  fhould  prove  Vidtorious,  in  what 
condition  will  you  then  be  ?  What  advantages  or  what  laurels  will 
you  reap  from  fuch  a  conquefl  ? 

May  not  a  Miniflry  with  the  fame  Armies  infiave  you, — it  may 
be  faid,  you  will  ceafe  to  pay  them, — but  remember  the  Taxes 
from  America,  the  Wealth,  and  we  may  add  the  Men,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  vafl  Continent,  will  then  be  in 
the  Power  of  your  Enemies;  nor  will  you  have  any  reafon  to  ex- 
pedt,  that  after  making  Slaves  of  us,  many  among  us  fhould  refufe 
to  aflift  in  reducing  you  to  the  fame  abjedt  State. 

Do  not  treat  this  as  Chimerical. — Know  that  in  lefs  than  half  a 
Century,  the  quit-rents  referved  to  the  Crown,  from  the  number- 
lefs  grants  of  this  vail  Continent,  will  pour  large  ftreams  of  Wealth 
into  the  royal  Coffers,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  Power  of  taxing 
America  at  Pleafure,  the  Crown  will  be  rendered  Independant  of 
you  for  Supplies,  and  will  poffefs  more  Treafure  than  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  Liberty  in  your  Ifland. — In  a 
word,  take  care  that  you  do  not  fall  into  the  Pit  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  Virtue,  much  Juflice,  and  much 
public  Spirit  in  the  Englijh  Nation. — To  that  Juflice  we  now  Ap¬ 
peal.  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  Seditious,  impatient  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  defirous  of  Independency.  Be  allured  that  thefe 
are  not  Fabls,  but  Calumnies. — Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  yourfelves, 
and  we  (hall  ever  efteem  a  Union  with  you  to  be  our  greatefl  Glo¬ 
ry  and  our  greatefl  Happinefs,  we  fhall  ever  be  ready  to  contri¬ 
bute  all  in  our  Power  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Empire, — we  fhall 
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own. 

But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  Minifters  fliall  wantonly 
Sport  with  the  rights  of  Mankind — If  neither  the  Voice  of  Juf- 
tice,  the  Dilates  of  the  Law,  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution 
or  the  Suggeftions  of  Humanity  can  retrain  your  Hands  from 
{bedding  human  Blood  in  fuch  an  impious  Caufe,  we  mult  then 
tell  you,  that  we  will  never  fubrnit  to  be  Hewers  of  Wood  or 
Drawers  of  Water  for  any  Miniftry  or  Nation  in  the  World. 

Place  us  in  the  fame  Situation  that  we  -were  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
laft  War,  and  our  former  Harmony  will  be  reftored. 

But  led  the  fame  Supinenefs  and  the  fame  Inattention  to  our 
common  Inter  eft,  which  you  have  for  feveral  Years  (hewn,  ftiould 
continue,  we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate  the  Confequences. 

By  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Trade  of  B  oft  on ,  the  Miniftry  have 
endeavoured  to  induce  fubmiffion  to  their  Meafures.  The  like  fate 
may  befal  us  all.  We  will  endeavour  therefore  to  Jive  without 
Trade,  and  recur  for  Subfiftence  to  the  Fertility  and  Bounty  of 
our  native  Soil,  which  will  afford  Us  all  the  Neceffaries  and  fome  of 
the  Conveniences  of  Life.  We  have  fufpended  our  Importation 
from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  in  lefs  than  a  Year’s  Time, 
unlefs  our  Grievances  ffiould  be  redreffed,  {hall  difeontinue  our 
Exports  to  thofe  Kingdoms  and  the  Weft- Indies. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  regret,  however,  that  we  find  ourfeives 
compelled  by  the  over-ruling  principles  of  Self-prefervation,  to 
adopt  Meafures  detrimental  in  their  Confequences'  to  Numbers  of 
our  Fellow- Subjects  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland .  But  we  hope, 
that  the  Magnanimity  and  Juftice  of  the  Britijh  Nation  will  fur- 
nifh  a  Parliament  of  fuch  Wifdom,  Independance,  and  Public 
Spirit,  as  may  fave  the  violated  Rights  of  the  whole  Empire  from 
the  Devices  of  wicked  Minifters  and  evil  Counfellors  whether  in  or 
out  of  Office;  and  thereby  reftore  that  Harmony,  Friendffiip,  and 
fraternal  Affe&ion  between  all  .the  Inhabitants  of  his  Majefty’s 
Kingdoms  and  Territories,  fo  ardently  wiffied  for  by  every  true 
and  honeft  American . — 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  Memorial 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Britijh  Colonies,  and  the  fame  being  de¬ 
bated  by  Paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  COLONIES  of  New  Hamp - 
fire ,  Majfa  c  h  ufe  its  Bay,  Jihod e  Ijland  and  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions,  Connecticut ,  New -York,  Nenu-Jerfey ,  Pennjylvania ,  the 
Counties  of  Newcaftle  Kent  and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia ,  North  Carolina ,  and  South  Carolina. 

Friends  and  Countrymen, 

We,  the  D  E  L  E  G  A  1  E  S  appointed  by  the  good  People 
of  thefe  Colonies  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  September  laft,  for 
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the  Purpofes  mentioned  by  our  refpeCb've  Conftituents,  have,  in 
purfuance  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  us,  affembled,  and  taken  into 
our  moll  ferious  Confideration,  the  important  Matters  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Congrefs.  Our  Refolutions  thereupon  will  be 
herewith  communicated  to  you.  Rut  as  the  Situation  of  public 
Affairs  grows  daily  more  and  more  alarming  ;  and  as  it  may  be 
more  Satisfactory  to  you  to  be  informed  by  us  in  a  Collective 
Eody,  than  in  any  other  Manner,  of  thofe  Sentiments  that  have 
been  approved,  upon  a  full  and  free  Difcuffion,  by  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  fo  great  a  part  of  America ,  we  efteem  ourfelves  ob¬ 
liged  to  add  this  Addrefs  to  thefe  Refolutions. 

In  every  Cafe  of  Oppolition  by  a  People  to  their  Rulers,  or 
of  one  State  to  another,  duty  to  Almighty  God,  the  Creator  of 
all,  requires  that  a  true  and  impartial  Judgment  be  formed  of 
the  Meafures  leading  to  fuch  Oppolition  ;  and  of  the  Caufes  by 
which  it  has  been  provoked,  or  can  in  any  Degree  be  juflified3 
that  neither  Affe&ion  on  the  one  hand,  nor  Refentment  on  the 
other,  being  permitted  to  give  a  wrong  biafs  to  Reafon,  it  may  be 
enabled  to  take  a  difpaffionate  view  of  all  Circumflances,  and  to 
fettle  the  public  ConduCt  on  the  folid  Foundations  of  Wifdom  and 
Jultice. 

From  Councils  thus  tempered  arife  the  furefl  Hopes  of  the 
Divine  Favour,  the  firmeft.  Encouragement  to  the  Parties  en¬ 
gaged,  and  the  ftrongeft  Recommendation  of  their  Caufe  to  the 
relt  of  Mankind. 

With  Minds  deeply  impreffed  by  a  Senfe  of  thefe  Truths,  we 
have  diligently,  deliberately,  and  calmly  enquired  into,  and  con- 
lidered  thofe  Exertions,  both  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
Power  of  Great  Britain,  which  have  excited  fo  much  unealinefs 
in  America,  and  have,  with  equal  Fidelity  and  Attention,  con- 
lidered  the  ConduCt  of  the  Colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find 
ourfelves  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  Alternative  of  being  filent 
and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  fpeaking  out  and  cenfuring 
thofe  we  wifh  to  revere.  In  making  our  choice  of  thefe  diftref- 
fing  difficulties,  we  prefer  the  Courfe  dictated  by  Honefty,  and 
and  a  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  our  Country. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  late  War,  there  commenced 
a  memorable  change  in  the  Treatment  of  thefe  Colonies.  By  a 
Statute  made  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  prefent  Reign,  a  Time  of 
profound  Peace,  alledging,  “  the  Expediency  of  new  Provifions 

and  Regulations  for  extending  the  Commerce  between  Great 
*<  Britain  and  his  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  America,  and  the  Ne- 
i(  cejfity  of  raifing  a  Revenue  in  the  faid  Dominions  for  defray- 
“  ing  the  Expences  of  defending  protecting  and  fecuring  the 
“  fame,”  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  undertook  to  give  and 
grant  to  his  Majefty  many  Rates  and  Duties,  to  be  paid  in 
thefe  Colonies.  To  enforce  the  obfervance  of  this  ACi,  it  pre- 
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fcribes  a  great  Number  of  fevere  Penalties  and  Forfeitures ;  and 
in  Two  Se6lions  makes  a  remarkable  Diftin&ion  between  the 
Subjects  in  Great.  Britain,  and  thofe  in  America.  By  the  one 
the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  incurred  there ,  are  to  be  recovered  in 
any  o f  the  King’s  Courts  of  Record  at  Wejlminjler,  or  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  Scotland ;  and  by  the  other,  the  Penalties  and 
Forfeitures  incurred  here,  are  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of 
Record,  or  in  any  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  Vice  Admiralty ,  at 
the  Election  of  the  Informer  or  Profecutor . 

The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  confiding  in  the  juflice  of 
Great-Britain,  were  fcarcely  allowed  fufficient  time  to  receive 
and  confider  this  ASt,  before  another,  well  known  by  the  Name 
of  the  Stamp  Alt,  and  palled  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  this  Reign, 
engrolfed  their  whole  Attention.  By  this  Statute  the  Brit  if? 
Parliament  exercifed  in  the  moll  explicit  Manner  a  Power  of 
Taxing  us,  and  extending  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  Courts  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  in  the  Colonies,  to  Matters  ari finer 
within  the  Body  of  a  County,  and  directed  the  numerous  Penalties 
and  Forfeitures  thereby  inflicted,  to  be  recovered  in  the faid  Courts. 

In  the  fame  Year  a  Tax  was  impofed  upon  us,  by  an  A 61  eita- 
blifhing  feveral  new  Fees  in  the  Culloms.  In  the  next  Year 
the  Stamp  A6t  was  repealed ;  not  becaufe  it  was  founded  in 
an  erroneous  Principle,  but,  as  the  repealing  Act  recites,  becaufe 
“  the  Continuance  thereof  would  be  attended  with  many  incon- 
“  veniencies,  and  might  be  productive  of  Confequences  greatly 
“  detrimental  to  the  Commercial  Intereft  of  Great  Britain 

In  the  fame  Year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  A6t  it  was  declared, 
u  that  his  Majelly  in  Parliament,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind 
<£  the  People  of  thefe  Colonies  by  Statutes  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever . 

In  the  fame  Year,  another  A6t  was  paiTed,  for  impofing  Rates 
and  Duties  payable  in  thefe  Colonies.  In  this  Statute  the  Com¬ 
mons  avoiding  the  Terms  of  giving  and  granting  “  humbly  be- 
“  fought,  his  Majelly  that  it  might  be  ena6Ied,  <&c.  But  from  a 
Declaration  in  the  Preamble,  that  the  Rates  and  Duties  were 
“  in  lieu  of”  feveral  others  granted  by  the  Statute  firll  before 
mentioned  for  raifing  a  Revenue  and  from  fome  other  Expref- 
lions  it  appears,  that  thefe  Duties  were  intended  for  that  Purpofe . 
In  the  next  Year,  [1767]  an  A61  was  made  “  to  enable  his 
Majelly  to  put  the  Culloms  and  other  duties  in  America  under 
the  Management  of  Commilfioners,  <bcP  and  the  King  there¬ 
upon  ere6led  the  prefent  expenfive  Board  of  Commilfioners,  for 
the  exprefs  Purpofe  of  carrying  into  Execution  the  feveral  A6ls 
relating  to  the  Revenue  and  Trade  in  America. 

After  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  A61,  having  again  refigned  our- 
felves  to  our  ancient  unfufpicious  Affe6lions  for  the  Parent  State, 
and  anxious  to  avoid  any  Controverfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a 
favourable  alteration  in  Sentiments  and  Meafures  towards  us,  we 
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did  not  prefs  our  Obje&ions  againft  the  above  mentioned  Sta¬ 
tutes  made  fubfequent  to  that  Repeal. 

Adminiftration,  attributing  to  triffiing  Caufes,  a  Conduct  that 
really  proceeded  from  generous  motives,  were  encouraged  in  the 
fame  Year,  [1767]  to  make  a  bolder  Experiment  on  the  Patience 
of  America i, 

By  ai  Statute  commonly  called  the  Glafs ,  Paper ,  and  Tea  Act, 
made  Fifteen  Months  after  ‘the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  A£t,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  refumed  their  former  Language, 
and  again  undertook  to  “  give  and  grant  Rates  and  Duties  to 
“  be  paid  in  thele  Colonies,”  for  the  exprefs  Purpofe  of  “  railing 
€C  a  Revenue,  to  defray  the  Charges  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
i(  Juftiee,  the  fupport  of  Civil  Government,  and  defending  the 

King’s  Dominions,”  on  this  Continent.  The  Penalties  and 
Forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  Statute,  are  to  be  recovered  in 
the  fame  Manner,  with  thofe  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  A£ts.. 

To  this  Statute  fo  naturally  tending  to  difturb  the  Tranquilli¬ 
ty  then  univerfal  throughout  the  Colonies,  Parliament  in  the  fame 
Seffion,  added  another  no  lefs  extraordinary. 

Ever  lince  the  making  the  prefent  Peace,  a  Handing  Army  has 
been  kept  in  tliefe  Colonies.  From  Refpedt  for  the  Mother 
Country,  the  Innovation  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Legillatures  generally  made  Provifion  for  fupplyingthe  Troops. 

The  Affembly  of  the  Province  of  Neav-Tork,  having  palled  an 
Acf  of  this  kind,  but  differing  in  fome  Articles,  from  the  Di¬ 
rections  of  the  A 61  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Fifth  Year  of 
this  Reign,  the  Ploufe  of  Reprefentatives  in  that  Colony 
was  prohibited  by  a  Statute  made  in  the  laft  Seffion  mention¬ 
ed,  from  making  any  Bill,  Order,  Refolution,  or  Vote,  except 
for  adjourning  or  chufing  a  Speaker,  until  Provifion  fhould  be 
made  by  the  faid  Affembly  for  furnilhing  the  Troops  within  that 
Province,  not  only  with  all  fuch  Neceffaries  as  were  required  by  the 
Statute  which  they  were  charged  with  difobeying,  but  alfo  with 
thofe  required  by  Two  other  fubfequent  Statutes,  which  were 
declared  to  be  in  Force,  until  the  Twenty-fourth  Day  of  March , 
1769, 

Thefe  Statutes  of  the  Year  1767,  revived  the  Apprehenfions 
and  Difcontents,  that  had  entirely  fubfided  on  the  Repeal  of 
the  Stamp  A6t  ;  and  amidff  the  juft  Fears  and  Jealoulies  thereby 
occafioned,  a  Statute  was  made  in  the  next  Year  [1768]  to  efta- 
blilli  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  on  a  new  Model, 
exprefsly  for  the  End  of  more  effectually  recovering  of  the  Penalties 
and  Forfeitures  infii&ed  by  A&s  of  Parliament,  framed  for  the 
Purpofe  of  railing  a  Revenue  in  America, ,  &c. 

The  immediate  Tendency  of  thefe  Statutes  is,  to  fubvert  the 
Right  of  having  a  Share  in  Lcgidation,  by  rendering  Affemblies 
life  lefs  ;  the  Right  of  Property,  by  taking  the  Money  of  the 
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Colomfts  without  their  Confent ;  the  Right  of  Trial  by  Tury  by 
fubihtuting  in  their  Place  Trials  in  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admi 
rally  Courts,  where  fingle  Judges  prefide,  holding  their  Com- 
millions  during  Pleafure  ;  and  unduly  to  influence  the  Courts  of 
Common  Law,  by  rendering  the  Judges  thereof  totally  dependant 
on  the  Crown  for  their  Salaries. 

Thefe  Statutes,  not  to  mention  many  others  exceedingly  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  compared  one  with  another,  will  be  found,  not  only 
to  form  a  regular  Syftem,  in  which  every  Part  has  great  force, 
but  alfo  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that  Syftem,  for  fubjugating 
thefe  Colonies,  that  are  not,  and  from  local  Circumftances,  can- 
not  be  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  uncon¬ 
trollable  and  unlimited  Power  of  Parliament,  in  violation  of 
their  undoubted  Rights  and  Liberties,  in  Contempt  of  their  hum- 
ble  and  repeated  Supplications. 

This  Conduft  mult  appear  equally  afionifhing  and  unjuftifiable; 
when  it  is  confidered  how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  Beha¬ 
viour  of  thefe  Colonies.  From  their  firft  Settlement,  their  bitter- 
eft  Enemies  never  fixed  on  any  of  them  a  Charge  of  Difloyalty  to 
their  Sovereign  or  Difaffeftion  to  their  Mother-Country.  '  In  the 
Vi^ais  Ihe  has  earned  on,  they  have  exerted  themfelves  whenever 
required,  in  giving  her  Affiftance  ;  and  have  rendered  her  Services, 
which  die  has  publickly  acknowledged  to  be  extremely  important. 
Their  Fidelity,  Duty  and  Ufefulnefs  during  the  laft  War,  were 

frequently  and  afFedionately  confeffed  by  his  late  Majefty  and  the 
prefent  King.  J 

i.  he  Reproaches  of  thofe,  who  are  mo  ft  unfriendly  to  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  America ,  are  principally  levelled  againft  the  Province  of 
Majfachiifetts-Bay  ;  but  with  what  little  Reafon,  will  appear  by 
the  following  Declarations  of  a  Perfon,  the  Truth  of  whofe  Evi¬ 
dence,  in  their  Favour,  will  not  be  queftioned. — Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  thus  addreiTes  the  two  Idoufes  of  Aflembly — in  his  Speech 
on  the  24th  of  April  1762, — “  The  Unanimity  and  Difpatch, 
with  which  you  have  complied  with  the  Requifttions  of  his  Majefty , 
reqime  my  particular  Acknowledgement.  And  it  gives  me  addi¬ 
tional  Pleafure  to  obferve,  that  you  have  therein  adted  under  no 
other  Influence  than  a  due  Senfe  of  your  Duty,  both  as  Members 
of  a  general  Empire,  and  as  the  Body  of  a  particular  Province.” 

In  another  Speech  on  the  27th  of  May ,  in  the  fame  Year,  he 
fays, — “  Whatever  (hall  be  the  Event  of  the  War,  it  muft  be  no 
fmall  Satisfaction  to  us,  that  this  Province  hath  contributed  its 
full  Share  to  the  Support  of  it.  Every  Thing  that  hath  been  re¬ 
quired  of  it  hath  been  complied  with  ;  and  the  Execution  of  the 
powers  committed  to  me,  for  railing  the  provincial  Troops  hath 
been  as  full  and  complete  as  the  Grant  of  them.  Never  before 
were  Regiments  fo  ealily  levied,  fo  well  compofed,  and  fo  early  in 
the  Field  as  they  have  been  this  Year  :  the  common  people  feemed 
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o  be  animated  with  the  Spirit  of  the  General  Court,,  and  to  vie 
with  them  in  their  Readinefs  to  ferve  the  King.” 

Such  was  the  Conduct  of  the  People  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay 
duiiug  the  lafh  War.  As  to  their  Behaviour  before  that  Period, 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  forgot  in  Great- Britain ,  that  not  only- 
on  every  Occafion  they  had  conftantly  and  chearfully  complied 
with  the  frequent  royal  Requifitions — but  that  chiefly  by  their  vi¬ 
gorous  Efforts,  Nova  Scotia  was  fubdued  in  1710,  and  Louijbourg 
in  1745. 

Foreign  Quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  Domeftic  Difturbances, 
that  quickly  fucceeded  on  Account  of  the  Stamp-A6l,  being 
quieted  by  its  Repeal,  the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  tranf- 
mittedan  humble  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  the  King  and  divers  No¬ 
blemen,  and  foon  after  pafled  a  Bill  for  granting  Compenfation  to 
the  Sufferers  in  the  Diforder  occafioned  by  that  Acf. 

Thefe  Circumftances  and  the  following  Extra6ls  from  Governor 
Bernard  s  Letters  in  1768,  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ,  Secretary  of 
State,  clearly  fhew,  with  what  grateful  Tendernefs  they  drove  to 
bury  in  Oblivion  the  unhappy  Occafion  of  the  late  Difcords,  and 
with  what  refpe£lful  Deference  they  endeavoured  to  efcape  other 
Subjects  of  future  Controverfy.  “  The  Houfe,  (fays  the  Gover- 
“  nor)  from  the  Time  of  opening  the  Selfion  to  this  Day,  has 
<c  fhewn  a  Difpofition  to  avoid  all  Difpute  with  me;  every  Thing 
having  palled  with  as  much  good  Hiimour  as  I  could  defire, 
except  only  their  continuing  to  adt  in  addrefjing  the  King,  re - 
monjlrating  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  employing  a  feparate 
Agent.  It  is  the  bnportaiice  of  this  Innovation ,  without  any 
“  Wilfulnefs  of  my  own,  which  induces  me  to  make  this  Remon- 
“  ftrance  at  a  Time  when  I  have  a  fair  Profpedt  of  having,  in  all 
“  other  Bufinefsy  nothing  but  good  to  fay  of  the  Proceedings  of 
«  the  Houfe.’’*  0 

“  They  have  adted  in  all  Things,  even  in  their  Remonftrance, 
“  with  Temper  and  Moderation  ;  they  have  avoided  fome  Subjects 
“  of  Difpute,  and  have  laid  a  Foundation  for  removing  fornc 
*i  Caufes  of  former  Altercation.”j* 

“  I  lhall  make  inch  a  prudent  and  proper  Ufe  of  this  Letter  as, 
“  I  hope,  will  perfectly  reftore  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of 
ct  this  Province,  for  which  Purpofe  confiderable  Steps  have  been 
“  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Representatives. ”;f 

The  Vindication  of  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe  Letters,  will  have  greater  Force,  if  it  be  conlider- 
ed,  that  they  were  written  feveral  Months  after  the  frefli  Alarm 
given  to  the  Colonies  by  the  Statutes  pafled  in  the  preceding 
Tear. 
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In  tin's  Place  it  Teems  proper  to  take  Notice  of  the  Infinuation 
©f  one  of  thofe  Statutes,  that  the  Interference  of  Parliament  was 
neceffary  to  provide  For  “  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Admini- 
“  ftration  of  Juftice,  the  fupport  of  Civil  Government,  and  de- 
**  fending  the  King’s  Dominions  in  America . 

As  to  the  Two  firft  Articles  of  Expence,  every  Colony  had 
made  fuch  Provifion,  as  by  their  refpe&ive  Alfemblies,  the  bell 
Judges  on  fuch  Occalions,  was  thought  expedient,  and  fuitable 
to  their  feveral  Circumftances :  refpeCting  the  laft,  it  is  well 
known  to  all  men,  the  leal!  acquainted  with  American  Affairs, 
that  the  Colonies  were  eftablifhed,  and  generally  defended  them- 
felves,  without  the  leaff  Affiftance  from  Great  Britain ;  and 
that,  at  the  Time  of  her  Taxing  them ‘by  the  Statutes  before 
mentioned,  moft  of  them  were  labouring  under  very  heavy  Debts 
contracted  in  the  laft  War.  So  far  were  they  from  fparing  their 
Money,  when  their  Sovereign,  conftitutionally,  afked  their  Aids, 
that  during  the  Courfe  of  that  War,  Parliament  repeatedly  made 
them  Compenfations  for  the  Expences  of  thofe  ftrenuous  Efforts, 
which,  confulting  their  Zeal  rather  than  their  Strength,  they  had 
chearfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  ACts  of  Parliament  before  mentioned  are,  yet  the 
Conduct  of  Adminiftration  hath  been  equally  injurious,  and  irri¬ 
tating,  to  this  devoted  Country. 

Under  Pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many  new  Inftitutions, 
uniformly  rigid  and  dangerous,  have  been  introduced,  as  could 
only  be  expeCted  from  incenfed  Mafters,  for  collecting  the  Tri¬ 
bute  or  rather  the  Plunder  of  conquered  Provinces. 

By  an  Order  of  the  King,  the  Authority  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  under  him,  of  the  Brigadier-Generals,  in  Time  of 
Peace ,  is  rendered  Supre?ne  in  all  the  Civil  Governments  in  A  met¬ 
ric  a  ;  and  thus,  an  uncontroulable  Military  Power  is  veiled  in 
Officers,  not  known  to  the  Conftitution  of  thefe  Colonies. 

A  large  body  of  Troops,  and  a  confiderable  armament  of  Ships 
of  War,  have  been  fentto  affift  in  taking  their  Money  without  their 
Confent. 

Expensive  and  oppreffive  Offices  have  been  multiplied,  and 
the  ACts  of  Corruption  induftrioufty  praCtifed  to  divide  and  de¬ 
ft  roy. 

The  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  are 
impowered  to  receive  their  Salaries  and  Fees  from  the  EffeCts  to 
be  condemned  by  themfelves. 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  are  impowered  to  break  open 
and  enter  Houfes  without  the  Authority  of  any  Civil  Magiftrate 
founded  on  legal  Information. 

Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Law,  have  been  made  entirely 
dependant  on  the  Crown  for  their  Commiffions  and  Salaries. 

A  Court 
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A  c°urt  has  been  eflablifhed  at  Rhode  IJland ,  for  the  Purpofe 
or  taking  Colonids  to  England  to  be  tried. 

Humble  and  reafonable  Petitions  from  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People,  have  been  frequently  treated  with  Contempt:  and  Af¬ 
femblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  arbitrarily  diffolved. 

From  feme  few  In  (lances,  it  will  Efficiently  appear,  on  what 
Pretences  of  Juftice  thofe  diffolutions  have  been  founded. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  Colonies  having  been  again  difturbed, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  by  the  Statutes  of  the  Year  1767,  the 
Earl  of  Hill/borough,  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  Letter  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard ,  dated  April  22,  1768,  cenfures  the  “  preemption" 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  “  refolving  upon  a  Meafure 
*’*  inflammatory  a  Nature,  as  that  of  > writing  to  the  other  Co¬ 

lonies ,  on  the  Suhjedt  of  their  intended  Reprefentations  againjl 
se  fome  late  Acts  of  Parliament ,”  then  declares  that  “  his  Majeffy 
confiders  this  Step  as  evidently  tending  to  create  unwarrant¬ 
able  Combinations  to  excite  an  unjuftifiable  Oppoiition  to  the 
conftitutional^  Authority  of  Parliament:” — and  afterwards  adds, 
“  ft  is  the  Kings  Pleafure ,  that  as  foon  as  the  General  Court 
“  is  again  aiTembled,  at  the  Time  prelcribed  by  the  Charter, 
you  ffiould  require  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  his 
Majefty  s  Name,  to  refeind  the  Refolution  which  gave  Birth  to 
“  the  circular  Letter  from  the  Speaker,  and  to  declare  their  Dif- 
“  approbation  of,  and  diffent  to  that  raffi  and  hafty  Proceeding.” 

If  the  New  Affembly  (hould  refufe  to  comply  with  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  reafonable  Expedation,  it  is  the  King’s  Pleafure,  that 
*1  you  (hould  immediately  diffolve  them  ” 

This  Letter  being  laid  before  the  Lloufe,  and  the  Refolution 
not  being  refeinded  according  to  Order,  the  Affembly  was  dif- 
foJved.  A  Letter  of  a  (Imilar  Nature  was  fent  to  other  Governors 
to  procure  Refolutions  approving  the  Condu6l  of  the  Reprefenta¬ 
tives  of  Majfachufetf  s  Bay  to  be  refeinded.  alfo  ;  and  the  Houfes  of 
Reprefentatives  in  other  Colonies  refufing  to  comply,  Affemblies 
were  diffolved. 

Thefe  Mandates  fpoke  a  Language,  to  which  the  ears  of 
Englifh  Subjects  had  for  feveral  Generations  been  Strangers.  The 
Nature  of  Affemblies  implies  a  Power  and  Right  of  Delibera¬ 
tion  ;  but  thefe  Commands,  proferibing  the  Exercife  of  Judgment 
on  the  Propriety  of  the  Requifitions  made,  left  to  the  Affemblies 
only  the  election  between  dictated  Submiffion,  and  threatened  punifh- 
ment :  A  Punifhment  too,  founded  on  no  other  A61,  than  fuch 
as  is  deemed  innocent  even  in  Slaves — of  agreeing  in  Petitions 
for  Redrefs  of  Grie  vances,  that  equally  affe£t  all. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuilifiable  Invafion  of  the  Town  of  Bofon , 
foon  followed  thefe  Events  in  the  fame  Year;  though  that  Town, 
the  Province  in  which  it  is  fituated,  and  all  the  Colonies,  from 
abhorrence  of  a  Contefl  with  their  Parent  State,  permitted  the 
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Execution  even  of  thofe  Statutes,  again#  which  they  fo  unani- 
inoufly  were  complaining,  remonftrating,  and  fupplicating. 

Adminiftration,  determined  to  fubdue  a  Spirit  of  Freedom, 
which  E?iglijh  Minifters  fhould  have  rejoiced  to  cherifh,  entered 
into  a  monopolizing  Combination  with  the  Eajl  India  Company, 
to  fend  to  this  Continent  vaft  quantities  of  Tea,  an  Article,  on 
which  a  Duty  was  laid  by  &  Statute,  that,  in  a  particular  Man¬ 
ner,  attacked  the  Liberties  of  America ,  and  which  therefore  the 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  had  refolved  not  to  import.  The 
Cargo  fent  to  South  Carolina  was  ftored,  and  not  allowed  to  be 
fold.  Thofe  fent  to  Philadelphia  and  hVew-Tork ,  were  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  landed.  That  fent  to  Bojlon  was  deftroyed,  be- 
caufe  Governor  Hutchinfon ,  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  returned. 

On  the  Intelligence  of  thefe  Tranfadions  arriving  in  Great 
Britainy  the  public  fpirited  Town  la#  mentioned,  was  fmgled 
out  for  Deftrudion,  and  it  Was  determined  the  Province  it  be¬ 
longs  to,  fhould  partake  of  its  fate.  In  the  laft  Seflion  of  Par¬ 
liament  therefore  were  paffed  the  Ads  for  fhutting  up  the  Port  of 
Bojlony  indemnifying  the  Murderers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Majfa - 
chufetts-Bayy  and  changing  their  Chartered  Conftitution  of  Go¬ 
vernment.  To  enforce  thefe  Ads,  that  Province  is  again  invad¬ 
ed  by  a  Fleet  and  Army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  Proceedings,  is  fufficient  to  ex¬ 
plain  them.  For  though  it  is  pretended,  that  the  Province  of 
Majfachufetts-Bay  has  been  particularly  difrefpedful  to  Great - 
Britain ,  yet  in  truth  the  Behaviour  of  the  People,  in  other 
Colonies,  has  been  an  equal  “  Oppofition  to  the  Power  affumed 
“  by  Parliament.”  No  ftep  however  has  been  taken  again#  any 
of  the  reft.  This  artful  Condud  conceals  feveral  Defigns.  It 
is  expeded  that  the  Province  of  Majfachufettss-Bay  will  be  irri¬ 
tated  into  fome  violent  Adion,  that  may  difpleafe  the  re#  of  the 
Continent,  or  that  may  induce  the  People  of  Great-Britain  to 
approve  the  meditated  Vengeance  of  an  imprudent  and  exafperat- 
ed  Mmiftry.  If  the  unexampled  pacific  Temper  of  that  Province 
ftiall  difappoint  this  part  of  the  Plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  Co¬ 
lonies  will  be  fo  far  intimidated  as  to  defert  their  Brethren,  fuf- 
fering  in  a  common  Caufe,  and  that  thus  difunited,  all  may  be 
fubdued. 

To  promote  thefe  Defigns,  another  Meafure  has  been  purfuech 
In  the  Seifion  of  Parliament  laft  mentioned,  an  Ad  was  paffed  for 
changing  the  Government  of  Quebec,  by  which  Ad  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion,  inftead  of  being  tolerated,  as  ftipulated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  is  eftabliftied  ;  and  the  People  there  are  de¬ 
prived  of  a  Right  to  an  Affembly,  Trials  by  Jury,  and  the  Englijh 
Laws  in  Civil  Cafes  are  abolifhed,  and  inftead  thereof,  the  French 
Laws  are  eftablifhed,  in  dired  violation  of  his  Majefty’s  Promife 
by  his  Royal  Proclamation,  under  the  Faith  of  which  many  EngliJI? 

Subieds 
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Subje&s  fettled  in  that  Province  and  the  Limits  of  that  Pro¬ 
vince  are  extended  fo  as  to  comprehend  thofe  vaft  Regions,  that 
he  adjoining  to  the  Northerly  and  Wefterly  Boundaries  of  thefe 
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The  Authors  of  this  arbitrary  Arrangement  flatter  themfelves. 
that  the  Inhabitants,  deprived  of  Liberty,  and  artfully  provoked 
agamic  thofe  of  another  Religion,  will  be  proper  Inftruments  for 

shifting  m  the  oppreflion  of  fuch,  as  differ  from  them  in  Modes  of 
Government  and  Faith. 

From  the  Detail  of  .  Fads  herein  before  recited,  as  well  as 
from  authentic  Intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt, 
tnat  a  Refolution  is  formed  and  now  carrying  into  Execution,  to 
extinguiih  the  Freedom  of  thefe  Colonies,  by  fubjefting  them  to  a 
defpotic  Government. 

At  this  unhappy  Period,  we  have  been  authorized  and  diredled 
to  meet  and  comult  together  for  the  Welfare  of  our  common 
Country.  We  accepted  the  important  Trull  with  Diffidence, 
but  have  endeavoured  to  difeharge  it  with  Integrity.  Though 
the  State  of  thefe  Colonies  would  certainly  juftify  other  Meafures 
than  we  have  advifed,  yet  weighty  Reafons  determined  us  to  pre¬ 
fer  thofe  which  we  have  adopted.  In  the  firll  Place,  it  appeared 
to  us  a  Conduct  becoming  the  Character,  thefe  Colonies  have  ever 
fultained,  to  perform,  even  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  unnatural  Diftreffes 
and  imminent  Dangers  that  furround  them,  every  a 61  of  Loyalty, 
and  therefore,  we  were  induced  once  more  to  offer  to  his  Majefty, 
the  Petitions  of  his  faithful  and  oppreffed  Subje6ls  in  America . 
Secondly,  regarding  with  the  tender  affedtion,  which  we  knew 
to  be  fo  univerfal  among  our  Countrymen,  the  People  of  the 
Kingdom,  from  which  we  derive  our  Origin,  we  could  not  for¬ 
bear  to  regulate  our  Steps  by  an  expedition  of  receiving  full  Con- 
vidlion,  that  the  Colonifts  are  equally  dear  to  them.  Between 
thefe  Provinces  and  that  Body  fub lifts  the  Social  Band,  which  we 
ardently  wiffi  may  never  be  diffolved,  and  which  cannot  be  dif- 
folved,  until  their  Minds  ffiall  become  indifputably  hoftile,  or 
their  inattention  ffiall  permit  thofe  who  are  thus  hoftile  to  perfift 
in  profecuting  with  the  Powers  of  the  Realm,  the  Deftrudlive 
Meafures  already  operating  againft  the  Colonifts,  and  in  either 
cafe,  ffiall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  Situation,  that  they  fhall 
be  compelled  to  renounce  every  Regard,  but  that  of  Self-prefer- 
vation.  Notwithftanding  the  violence  with  which  Affairs  have 
been  impelled,  they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  Point.  We 
do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  Motion,  already  alarmingly  ra¬ 
pid  ;  we  have  chofen  a  Method  of  oppofition,  that  does  not  pre¬ 
clude  a  hearty  Reconciliation  with  our  Fellow-Citizens,  on  the 
ether  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  Wc  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  Ne- 
ceffity,  that  preffes  us  to  an  immediate  interruption  of  Commerce, 
that  may  prove  injurious  to  them.  We  truft  they  will  acquit  «s 
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any  unkind  Intentions  towards  them,  by  reflecting,  that  we 
are  driven  by  the  Hands  of  Violence,  into  unexperienced  and 
unexpected  public  Convulfions,  and  that  we  are  contending  for 
Freedom,  fo  often  contended  for  by  our  Anceftors. 

The  People  of  England  will  foon  have  an  Opportunity  of  de¬ 
claring  their  Sentiments  concerning  our  Caufe.  In  their  Piety, 
Generofity,  and  good  Senfe,  we  repofe  high  Confidence  ;  and 
cannot,  upon  a  Review  of  pall  Events,  be  perfuaded,  that  they, 
the  Defenders  of  true  Religion,  and  the  Aflerters  of  the  Rights  of 
Mankind,  will  take  part  again!!  their  affectionate  Proteftant  Bre¬ 
thren  in  the  Colonies,  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  fecret 
Enemies,  whole  Intrigues,  for  feveral  Years  paft,  have  been  wholly 
exercifed  in  fapping  the  Foundations  of  Civil  and  Religious  Li¬ 
berty. 

Another  Reafon,  that  engaged  us  to  prefer  the  Commercial 
Mode  of  Oppofition,  arofe  from  an  affurance,  that  the  Mode  will 
prove  efficacious,  if  it  be  perfiffed  in  with  Fidelity  and  Virtue  ; 
and  that  your  Condut  will  be  influenced  by  thefe  laudable  Prin¬ 
ciples,  cannot  be  queftioned.  Your  own  Salvation,  and  that  of 
your  Pofterity,  now  depends  upon  yourfelves.  You  have  already 
fhewn  that  you  entertain  a  proper  Senfe  of  the  Rleflings  you  are 
jlriving  to  retain.  Again!!  the  temporary  Inconveniencies  you 
may  fuffer  from  a  Stoppage  of  Trade,  you  will  weigh  in  the  op- 
pofite  Balance,  the  endlefs  Miferies  you  and  your  Defendants 
.muff:  endure,  from  an  eftablifhed  arbitrary  Power.  You  will  not 
forget  the  Honour  of  your  Country  that  muff,  from  your  Beha¬ 
viour,  take  its  Title  in  the  Eftimation  of  the  World,  to  Glory, 
or  to  Shame  ;  and  you  will,  with  the  deepefl:  Attention,  refledt, 
that  if  the  peaceable  Mode  of  Oppofition  recommended  by  us 
be  broken  and  rendered  ineffectual,  as  your  cruel  and  haughty 
Minifterial  Enemies,  from  a  contemptuous  Opinion  of  your  Firm- 
nefs,  infolently  predidl  will  be  the  Cafe,  you  muff  inevitably  be 
reduced  to  chufe,  either  a  more  dangerous  Conteff,  or  a  final, 
ruinous,  and  infamous  fubmiffion. 

Motives  thus  cogent,  arifing  from  the  emergency  of  your  un¬ 
happy  Condition,  muff  excite  your  utmoft  Diligence  and  Zeal,  to 
give  all  poffible  Strength  and  Energy  to  the  pacific  Meafures 
calculated  for  your  Relief :  But  we  think  ourfelves  bound  in  Du¬ 
ty  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the  Schemes  agitated  again!!  thefe 
Colonies,  have  been  fo  conducted,  as  to  render  it  prudent,  that 
you  fhould  extend  your  Views  to  mournful  Events,  and  be  in  all 
Refpedls  prepared  for  every  Contingency.  Above  all  Things, 
we  earneftly  intreat  you,  with  Devotion  of  Spirit,  penitence  of 
Heart,  and  amendment  of  Life,  to  humble  yourfelves  and  im¬ 
plore  the  Favour  of  Almighty  God  :  and  we  fervently  befeech 
his  Divine  Goodnefs,  to  take  you  into  his  gracious  Protection. 

Resolved, 
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Resolved,  That  an  Addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  People  of 
Quebec,  and  Letters  to  the  Colonies  of  St.  John's,  Nova  Scotia , 
Georgia,  Eaf  and  Wejl  Florida,  who  have  not  Deputies  to  repre¬ 
sent  them  in  this  Congrefs.- — 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cujhing ,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  be 
a  Committee,  to  prepare  the  above  Addrefs  and  Letters. 

The  Addrefs  to  the  King  being  brought  in,  was  read,  and  after 
Some  Debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  J. 
Dickinfon ,  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

Upon  Motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Seizing,  or  attempting  to  Seize  any  Per- 
Son  in  America ,  in  order  to  tranfport  fuch  Perfon  beyond  the 
Sea,  for  T.  rial  of  Offences  committed  within  the  Body  of  a  Coun¬ 
ty  in  America ,  being  againfl  Law,  will  juftify,  and  ought  to  meet 
with  Refinance  and  Reprifah 

Saturday,  October  2  2,  1774. 

The  Horn  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  being  unable  to  attend,  on 
account  of  Indifpofition,  the  Hon.  Henry  Middleton ,  Efq;  was 
chofen  to  Supply  his  Place  as  Prefident. 

An  Addrefs  from  Chrijiopher  Tully  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs  as  corrected,  be  Sent  to  the  Prefs,  and  printed  under  the 
Direction  of  Mr.  Biddle ,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  the  Secretary. 

Resolved,  As  the  Opinion  of  this^Congrefs,  that  it  will  be 
necelfary,  that  another  Congrefs  fhould  be  held  on  the  Tenth 
Day  of  May  next,  unlefs  the  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  which  we 
have  defired,  be  obtained  before  that  Time. — And  we  recommend 
that  the  fame  be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  and  that  all  the 
Colonies  in  North  America  chufe  Deputies,  as  foon  as  poffible* 
to  attend  fuch  Congrefs. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Colonies 
of  St.  John's ,  See.  reported  a  Draught,  which  was  read,  and  be¬ 
ing  amended,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  is  as  follows  . 

Philadelphia ,  Oftober  22,  1774* 

“  Gentlemen, 

<f  THE  prefent  critical  and  truly  alarming  State  of  American 
a  fairs,  having  been  confidered  in  a  General  Congrefs  of  Deputies 
from  the  Colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Newcaftle  Kent  and  Suffex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  with 
that  Attention  and  rliaturc  Deliberation ,  which  the  important  Na¬ 
ture 
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furs  of  the  Cage  demands,  they  have  determined,  for  themfelves  and 
the  Colonies  they  reprefent,  on  the  Meafures  contained  in  the  cnclcfed 
Papers;  which  Meafures  they  recommend  to  your  Colony  to  he  a- 
dopted  with  all  the  Earneftnefs ,  that  a  well-directed  zeal  for  Ame¬ 
rican  Liberty  can  prompt . 

c<  So  rapidly  violent  and  unjuft  has  been  the  late  Conduct  of  the 
Britifh  Adminiftration  againft  the  Colonies ,  that  either  a  bafe  and 
flavifh  Submijjion ;  wider  the  Lofs  of  their  ancient , juft ,  and  confti fic¬ 
tional  Liberty ,  muft  quicklv  take  Place,  or  an  adequate  Oppofttion  be 
formed . 

.  “  We  pray  God  to  take  you  under  his  Protection,  and  to  preferve 
the  Freedom  and  Happinefs  of  the  whole  Britifh  Empire . 

By  Order  of  the  Congrefs . 

HENRY  MIDDLETON,  Prefdentft 

Monday,  October  24,  1774. 

The  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Quebec,  being  brought  in,  was 
read,  and  after  fome  Debate,  was  re-committed. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Addrefs  to  the  King  was  re¬ 
committed,  reported  a  Draught,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  Confideration  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  25,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefly,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  Paragraphs,  was,  after 
fome  amendments,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Addrefs  to  the  King,  be  enclofed  in  a 
Letter  to  the  feveral  Colony  Agents,  in  order  that  the  fame  may 
be  by  them  prefented  to  his  Majefty ;  and  that  the  Agents  be 
requeued  to  call  in  the  Aid  of  fuch  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  as 
are  elleemed  firm  Friends  to  American  Liberty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Jay,  prepare  a  Letter  to 
the  Agents. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  in  their  own  Names,  and  in 
Behalf  of  all  thofe  whom  they  reprefent,  do  prefent  their  molt 
grateful  Acknowledgements  to  thofe  truly  noble,  honourable,  and 
patriotic  Advocates  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty,  who  have  fo 
generoufly  and  powerfully,  though  unfuccefsfully,  eipoufed,  and 
defended  the  Caufe  of  America,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament. 

Wednesday,  October  26,  1774- 

The  Letter  to  the  Agents  being  brought  in  by  the  Committee, 
was  read  and  approved  as  follows  : — ■ 
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fc  Gentlemen, 


Philadelphia ,  Oftober  2 6,  1 7  74* 


f£  /fd?  give  you  the  Jlrongejl  Proof  of  our  Reliance  on  your  Zeal 
and  Attachment  to  the  Happinefs  of  America,  and  the  Caufe  of  Li¬ 
berty,  when  we  commit  the  enclofed  Paper  to  your  care . 

“  We  define  you  will  deliver  the  Petition  into  the  Hands  of  his 
I\lajcfy,  and  after  it  has  been  prefented,  we  wifh  it  may  be  made 
public  through  the  Prefs ,  together  with  the  Lif  of  Grievances .  And 
as  we  hope  for  great  Affiance  from  the  Spirit ,  Virtue ,  and  Juftice 
cj  the  Nation ,  /V  //  <?#r  earnefi  Defire ,  that  the  mofi  effectual  Care 
be  taken ,  early  as  pofible ,  to  fur nijh  the  trading  Cities ,  Ma- 

nufa ft uring  Towns  throughout  the  United  Kingdom ,  <?«r  Afe- 

morial  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 

“  /F<?  Senfe  and  Difcernment  will  lead 

you  to  avail  yourfelves  of  every  Affiance ,  that  may  be  derived  from 
toe  Advice  and  Friendfloip  of  all  great  and  good  Men,  who  may  in- 
'  dine  to  aid  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  and  Mankind . 

j  “  ' The  Gratitude  of  America,  expreffed  in  the  enclofed  Vote  of 
Thanks ,  we  defire  may  be  conveyed  to  the  deferving  Objefts  of  it,  in 
the  Manner  you  think  will  be  mofi  acceptable  to  them . 

te  It  is  propofed ,  that  another  Congrefs  be  held  on  the  Tenth  of 
May  next,  at  this  place ,  but  in  the  mean  Time ,  we  beg  the  Favour 
of you ,  Gentlemen ,  to  tranfnit  to  the  Speakers  of  the  fever  al  Affem- 
blies ,  the  earliefi  Information  of  the  mofi  authentic  Accounts  you 
can  colie  ft,  of  all  fuch  Conduft  and  Defigns  of  Minifiry  or  Par - 
liament ,  as  it  may  concern  America  to  know . 

We  are  with  unfeigned  Efteem  and  Regard, 

Gentlemen,  8c  c. 

By  Order  and  in  Behalf  of  the  Congrefs • 

HENRY  MIDDLETON,  PrefidentP 
To  Paul  Wentworth,  Efq; 

Doflr.  Benj.  Franklin, 

William  Bollen,  Efq; 

Do£h\  Arthur  Lee, 

Thomas  Life,  Efq; 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 

Charles  Garth,  Efq; 


The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Duebec  was  re-committed  ;  reported  a  Draught,  which  was  read, 
and  being  debated  by  Paragraphs  and  amended,  was  approved, 
and  is  as  follows: 


To  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  Province  s/QJJEBEC. 
“  Friends  and  Fellow- Subj efts, 

“  W  E,  the  DELEGATES  of  the  Colonies  of  New- 
Hampfhirc,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-IJland  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations , 
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t  a /ions,  Connecticut,  New-Cork,  New-Jerfey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
Counties  of  Newcafile  Ke?2t  and  Suffix  on  Delaware ,  Marylajid , 
Virginia ,  North  Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  by  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  Colonies,  to  reurefent  them  in  a  General  Con- 
grefs  at  Philadelphia ,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  confult 
together,  concerning  the  bell  Methods  to  obtain  Redrefs  of  our 
afflicting  Grievances;  having  accordingly  affembled,  and  taken  in¬ 
to  our  moll  ferious  Confideration,  the  date  of  public  Affairs  on 
this  Continent,  have  thought  proper  to  addrefs  your  Province, 
as  a  Member  therein  deeply  interefted. 

When  the  fortune  of  War,  after  a  gallant  and  glorious  Re- 
fiffance,  had  incorporated  you  with  the  Body  of  EngliJJ?  Subjects, 
we  rejoiced  in  the  truly  valuable  Addition,  both  on  our  own  and 
your  Account ;  expecting,  as  Courage  and  Generoffty  are  natu¬ 
rally  united,  our  brave  Enemies  would  become  our  hearty  Friends, 
and  that  the  Divine  Being  would  blefs  to  you  the  Difpenfations 
of  his  over-ruling  Providence,  by  fecuring  to  you  and  your  lateR 
Posterity,  the  ineftimable  Advantages  of  a  free  Englifh  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Government,  which  it  is  the  Privilege  of  all  Englijh  Sub¬ 
jects  to  enjoy. 

Tlieth  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  King’s  Proclamation,  if- 
fued  in  the  Year  1763,  plighting  the  public  Faith  for  your  full 

enjoyment  of  thofe  Advantages. 

J  J  #  «D 

•  Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  fucceeding  Minifters  would  fo 
audaciouffy  and  cruelly  abufe  the  Royal  Authority,  as  to  with¬ 
hold  from  you  the  fruition  of  the  irrevocable  Rights,  to  which 
you  were  thus  juffly  entitled. 

But  fince  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  unexpected  Time,  when 
Mini  iters  of  this  flagitious  Temper,  have  dared  to  violate  the  moll 
facred  Compacts  and  Obligations,  and  as  you,  educated  under  ano¬ 
ther  form  of  Government,  have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcover- 
ing  the  unfpeakable  worth  of  that  Form,  you  are  now,  undoubt¬ 
edly  entitled  to,  we  efteem  it  our  Duty,  for  the  weighty  Reafons 
herein-after  mentioned,  to  explain  to  you  fome  of  its  molt  import¬ 
ant  Branches. 

“  In  every  human  Society,”  fays  the  celebrated  Marquis  Bec- 
caria ,  “  there  is  an  Effort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one 
part  the  heighth  of  Power  and  Happinefs,  and  to  reduce  the  other 
to  the  extreme  ofWeaknefs  and  Mifery.  The  Intent  of  good 
Laws  is  to  oppofe  this  Effort,  and  to  diffufe  their  Influence  uni- 
verfally  and  equally.” 

Rul  ers  ftimulated  by  this  pernicious  “  Effort,”  and  Subjects, 
animated  by  the  juff  “  intent  of  oppofing  good  Laws  againft  it,” 
have  occafioned  that  vaft  variety  of  Events,  that  fill  the  Hifto- 
ries  of  fo  many  Nations.  All  thefe  Hiftories  demonftrate  the 
Truth  of  this  fimple  Pofition,  that  to  live  by  the  Will  of  one 
Man,  or  fet  of  Men,  is  the  production  of  Mifery  to  all  Men. 

On 


\ 


6  o 


Journals  of  Congress. 


On  the  folid  Foundation  of  this  Principle,  E,nglijhmen  reared 
tip  the  Fabrick  of  their  Conditution  with  fuch  a  Strength,  as 
for  Ages  to  defy  Time,  Tyranny,  Treachery,  internal  and  fo¬ 
reign  Wars  :  And,  as  an  illudrious  Author  #  of  your  Nation,  here¬ 
after  mentioned,  obferves, — “  They  gave  the  People  of  their  Co¬ 
lonies,  the  form  of  their  own  Government,  and  this  Government 
carrying  Profperity  along  with  it,  they  have  grown  great  Na¬ 
tions  in  the  Forefls  they  were  fent  to  inhabit.” 

In  this  form,  the  drd  grand  Right  is  that  of  the  People 
ha* mg  a  Shaie  in  their  own  Government  by  their  Reprefentatives 
chofe  by  themfelves,  and  in  confequence,  of  being  ruled  by  Laws, 
which  they  themfelves  approve,  not  by  Edicts  of  Men,  over  whom 
they  have  no  Controul.  This  is  a  Bulwark  furrounding  and  defend¬ 
ing  their  Property,  which  by  their  honed  Cares  and  Labours  they 
have  acquired,  fo  that  no  Portions  of  it  can  legally  be  taken  from 
them,  but  with  their  own  full  and  free  Confent,  when  they  in 
their  Judgment  deem  it  juft  and  neceflary  to  give  them  for  public 
Services,  and  precifely  diredl  the  ealieft,  cheaped,  and  moll  equal 
Methods,  in  which  they  dial]  be  collected. 

The  influence  of  this  Right  extends  flill  farther.  If  Money 
is  wanted  by  Rulers,  who  have  in  any  Manner  oppreffed  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  they  may  retain  it,  until  their  Grievances  are  redrafted;  and 
thus  peaceably  procure  Relief,  without  trading  to  defpifed  Peti¬ 
tions,  or  di (lurking  the  public  Tranquillity. 

rf  he  next  great  Right  is  that  of  Trial  by  Jury.  This  provides, 
that  neither  Life,  Liberty,  nor  Property,  can  be  taken  from  the 
Poffefior,  until  twelve  of  his  unexceptionable  Countrymen  and 
Peers,  of  his  Vicinage,  who  from  that  neighbourhood,  may  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted  with  his  Characler,  and  the 
Characters  of  the  Witneffes,  upon  a  fair  Trial,  and  full  enquiry 
Face  to  Face,  in  open  Court,  before  as  many  of  the  People,  as 
chufe  to  attend,  fhall  pafs  their  Sentence  upon  Oath  againd  him  ;  a 
Sentence  that  cannot  injure  him,  without  injuring  their  own  Repu¬ 
tation,  and  probably  their  Intered  alfo  ;  as  the  Quedion  may  turn 
on  Points,  that,  in  fome  Decree,  concern  the  General  Welfare: 
and  if  it  does  not,  their  Verdidl  may  form  a  Precedent,  that,  on 
a  fimilar  Trial  of  their  own,  may  militate  againd  themfelves. 

Another  Right  relates  merely  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Perfon. 
If  a  Subjedl  is  feized  and  imprifoned,  though  by  Order  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  he  may,  by  virtue  of  this  Right,  immediately  obtain  a 
Writ,  termed  a  Habeas  Corpus ,  from  a  Judge,  vvliofe  fworn 
Duty  it  is  to  grant  it,  and  thereupon  procure  any  illegal  Re- 
draint  to  be  quickly  enquired  into,  and  redrafted. 

A  fourth  Right,  is  that  of  holding  Lands  by  the  Tenure  of 
eafy  Rents,  and  not  by  rigorous  and  opprefiive  Services,  fre¬ 
quently  forcing  the  Podedors  from  their  Families  and  their  Bud- 
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nefs,  to  perform  what  ought  to  be  done,  in  all  well  regulated 
States,  by  Men  hired  for  the  Purpofe. 

The  laft  Right  we  fnall  mention  regards  the  Freedom  of  the 
Prefs.  The  importance  of  this  con  lifts,  befides  the  Advancement 
of  Truth,  Science,  Morality,  and  Arts  in  general,  in  its  diffufion 
of  liberal  Sentiments  on  the  Adminiftration  of  Government,  its 
ready  communication  of  Thoughts  between  Subjects,  and  its 
confequential  promotion  of  Union  among  them,  whereby  oppref- 
five  Officers  are  (hamed  or  intimidated,  into  more  honourable  and 
juft  Modes  of  conducting  Affairs. 

Thefe  are  the  invaluable  Rights,  that  form  a  confiderable  Part 
of  our  mild  Syftem  of  Government ;  that,  fending  its  equitable 
Energy  through  all  Ranks  and  Claffes  of  Men,  defends  the  Poor 
from  the  Rich,  the  Weak  from  the  Powerful,  the  Induftrious  from 
the  Rapacious,  the  Peaceable  from  the  Violent,  the  Tenants 
from  the  Lords,  and  all  from  their  Superiors. 

Thefe  are  the  Rights,  without  which  a  People  cannot  be  free 
and  happy,  and  under  the  protecting  and  encouraging  influence 
of  which,  thefe  Colonies  have  hitherto  fo  amazingly  flourifhed 
and  increafed.  Thefe  are  the  Rights,  a  profligate  Miniftry  arc 
now  driving,  by  force  of  Arms,  to  ravifli  from  us,  and  which 
we  are,  with  one  Mind,  refolved  never  to  refign,  but  with  our 
Lives. 

Thefe  are  the  Rights,  you  are  entitled  to,  and  ought  at  this 
Moment  in  perfection  to  exercife.  And  what  is  offered  to  you 
by  the  late  A£t  of  Parliament  in  their  Place?  Liberty  of 
Confcience  in  your  Religion  ?  No.  God  gave  it  to  you ;  and 
and  the  Temporal  Powers  with  which  you  have  been  and  are 
connected,  firmly  ffipulated  for  your  enjoyment  of  it.  If  Laws, 
divine,  and  human,  could  fecure  it  agcpnft  the  defpotic  Caprices  of 
wicked  Men,  it  was  fecured  before.  Are  the  French  Laws  in 
Civil  Cafes  reftored?  It  feems  fo.  But  obferve  the  cautious  Kind- 
nefs  of  the  Minillers,  who  pretend  to  be  your  Benefactors.  The 
Words  of  the  Statute  iye— -that  thofe  “  Laws  fiiall  be  the  Rule, 
until  they  (hall  be  varied  or  altered  by  any  Ordinances  of  the 
Governor  and  Council.”  Is  the  s<  Certainty  and  Lei  lity  of  the 
Criminal  Law  of  England  and  its  Benefits  and  Advantages,” 
commended  in  the  faid  Statute,  and  faid  to  “  have  been  fenfihly  felt 
“  by  you,”  fecured  to  you  and  your  Defcendants  ?  No.  They 
too  are  fubjecled  to  arbitrary  “  Alterations ”  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  ;  and  a  Power  is  exprefsly  referved  of  appointing 
“  fuch  Courts  of  Criminal ,  Civil  and  EcclefiaJUcal  junfdifftion, 
as  (hall  be  thought  proper.”  Such  is  the  precarious  Tenure  of 
mere  Will,  by  which  you  hold  your  Lives  and  Religion.  The 
Crown  and  its  Miniflers,  are  impowered  as  far  as  thev  could  be 
by  Parliament,  to  eftablifh  even  the  Inquifition  itfelf  among  you. 
Have  you  an  Affembly  compofed  of  worthy  Men,  elected  by 
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yourfelves,  and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to  make  Laws  for  you, 
to  watch  over  your  Welfare,  and  to  diredt  in  what  Quantity,  and 
m  what  Manner,  your  Money  lliall  be  taken  from  you7  No.  The 

owei  o  mating  Laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  the  Governor  and 
Council,  all  01  them  dependant  upon,  and  removeable  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  a  Mmifter.  Belides,  another  late  Statute,  made  without 
your  Confent,  has  fubjeaed  you  to  the  Impofitions  of  Excife  ■ 
the  Horror  of  all  free  States  ;  thus  wreiling  your  property  from 
you  by  the  moil  odious  of  Taxes,  and  laying  open  to  infolent 
i  ax-gatherers,  Houfes,  the  Scenes  of  domeltic  Peace  and  Com¬ 
fort,  and  called  the  Cattles  of  EngUJh  Subjeds  in  the  Books  of 
their  Law.  And  in  the  very  Ad  for  altering  your  Government* 
and  intended  to  natter  you,  you  are  not  authorifed  to  “  affefs,  le- 
\y  01  apply  any  Rates  and  Taxes,  but  for  the  inferior  purpofes  of 
■making  Roads ,  and  ereding  and  repairing  public  Buildings ,  or  for 
other  local  Conveniences,  within  your  refpedive  Towns  and  Dif- 
trids.  Why  this  degrading  Dillindion  ?  Ought  not  the  pro¬ 
pel  ty  honeftly  acquired  by  Canadians  to  be  held  as  facred  as  that 
Ox  Englifhmen  ?  Have  not  Canadians  Senfe  enough  to  attend  to 
any  other  public  Affairs,  than  gathering  Stones  from  one  place 
and  piling  them  up  m  another  ?  Unhappy  people  !  who  are  nor 
only  injured,  but  infulted.  Nay  more  ! — With  fuch  a  fuperl alive 
Contempt  of  your  Underflanding  and  Spirit  has  an  infolent  Minif- 
try  prefumed  to  think  of  you,  our  refpedable  FeJlow-Subjeds, 
accoi  omg  to  the  Information  we  have  received,  as  firmly  to  per- 
fuade  themfelves  that  your  Gratitude,  for  the  Injuries  and  Infults. 
they  have  recently  offered  to  you,  will  engage  you  to  take  up 
Arms,  and  render  yourfelves  the  Ridicule  and  Deteilation  of  the 
World,  by  becoming  Tools,  in  their  Hands,  to  affix!  them  in 
taking  that  Freedom  from  us,  which  they  have  treacheroufly  de¬ 
nied  to  you  ;  the  unavoidable  Confequence  of  which  Attempt,  if 
fuccefsful,  would  be  the  Extindion  of  all  Hopes  of  you  or  your 
Pofterity  being  ever  reftored  to  Freedom  :  For  Idiocy  itfelf  can¬ 
not  believe,  that,  when  their  Drudgery  is  performed,  they  wijl 
treat  you  with  lefs  Cruelty  than  they  have  us,  who  are  of  the 
fame  Blood  with  themfelves. 

What  would  your  Countryman,  the  immortal  Mcntefqieu,  have 
faid  to  fuch  a  Plan  of  Domination,  as  has  been  framed  for  you  ? 
Hear  his  Words,  with  an  Intenfenefs  of  Thought  failed  to  the 
Importance  of  the  Subjed. — “  In  a  free  State,  every  Man,  who 
is  fuppofed  a  free  Agent,  ought  to  be  concerned  in  his  own  Govern¬ 
ment  :  Therefore  the  Legiflative  fhould  reiide  in  the  whole  Body 
of  the  People,  or  their  Reprefentatjvss .” — “  The  political  Liberty 
of  the  Subjed  is  a  Tranquillity  of  Mind,  arifing  from  the  Opinion 
each  PVrfon  has  of  his  Safety .  In  Order  to  have  tin's  Liberty,  it 
is  requilite  the  Government  be  fo  conflituted,  as  that  one  Man 
peed  not  be  afraid  of  another.  When  the  Power  of  making  Laws 

and 


October,  1774*  6  3 

and  the  power  of  executing  them,  are  united  in  the  fame  perfon, 
or  in  the  fame  Body  of  Magiftrates,  there  can  he  no  Liberty  ;  be- 
caufe  Apprehenfions  may  arife,  left  the  fame  Monarch  or  Senate 
lhould  enatt  tyrannical  Laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical 
Manner.” 

“  The  power  of  judging  fhoiild  be  exercifed  by  perfons  taken 
from  the  Body  of  the  People ,  at  certain  Times  of  the  Year,  and 
purfuant  to  a  Form  and  Manner  prefcribed  by  Law.  There  is  no 
Liberty ,  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not  feparated  from  the  legifa- 
tive  and  executive  Powers.” 

“  Military  Men  belong  to  a  profefiion,  which  may  be  ufeful, 
but  is  often  dangerous.” — “  The  Enjoyment  of  Liberty,  and  even 
its  Support  and  Prefervation,  confifts  in  every  Man’s  being  allowed 
to  fpeak  his  Thoughts,  and  lay  open  his  Sentiments. 

Apply  thefe  decilive  Maxims,  lan Aided  by  the  Authority  of  a 
Name  which  all  Europe  reveres,  to  your  own  State.  You  have  a 
Governor,  it  may  be  urged,  veiled  with  the  executive  powers,  or 
the  powers  of  Adminif  ration  \  In  him,  and  in  your  Council,  is 
lodged  the  power  of  making  Laws.  You  have  Judges ,  who  are  to 
decide  every  Caufe  affeAing  your  Lives,  Liberty  or  Property. 
Here  is,  indeed,  an  Appearance  of  the  feveral  powers  being  fepa¬ 
rated  and  difributed  into  different  Hands,  for  Checks  one  upon 
another;  the  only  effeAual  Mode  ever  invented  by  the  Wit  of 
Men,  to  promote  their  Freedom  and  Prcfperity.  But  fcorning  to 
be  iiluded  by  a  tinfeled  Outfide,  and  exerting  the  natural  Sagaci¬ 
ty  of  Frenchmen ,  examine  the  fpecicus  Device,  and  you  will  find  it* 
to  ufe  an  Expreftion  of  Holy  Writ,  “  a  whited  Sepulchre,”  for 
burying  your  Lives,  Liberty,  and  Property. 

Your  Judges ,  and  your  Legiflative  Council ,  as  it  is  called,  are 
dependa?it  on  your  Governor ,  and  he  is  dependant  on  the  Servant  of 
the  Crown  in  Great- Britain.  The  legifative ,  executive ,  and  judg¬ 
ing  powers  are  all  moved,  by  the  Nods  of  a  Minifter.  Privileges 
and  Immunities  laft  no  longer  than  his  Smiles.  When  he  frowns, 
their  feeble  Forms  diffolve.  Such  a  treacherous  Ingenuity  has 
been  exerted  in  drawing  up  the  Code  lately  offered  you,  that  every 
Sentence,  beginning  with  a  benevolent  Pretenfion,  concludes  with 
a  deftruAive  Power  ;  and  the  Subfiance  of  the  Whole,  diveftcd  of 
its  fmooth  Words,  is — that  the  Crown  and  its  Miniftcrs  (hall  be 
as  abfolute  throughout  your  extended  Province,  as  the  Defpots  of 
Ajia  or  Africa.  What  can  proteA  your  Property  from  taxing  E- 
diAs,  and  the  Rapacity  of  neceftitous  and  cruel  Mafters  ?  your 
Perfons  from  Letters  de  Catchet ,  Goals,  Dungeons,  and  oppref- 
ftve  Services  ?  your  Lives  and  general  Liberty  from  arbitrary  and 
unfeeling  Rulers  ?  We  defy  you,  calling  your  View  upon  every 
Side,  to  difeover  a  fingle  Circumftance,  promifing  from  any 
Quarter  the  fainteft  Flope  of  Liberty  to  you  or  your  Pofterity, 
but  from  an  entire  Adoption  into  the  Union  of  thefe  Colonies. 

What 
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\vhat  Advice  would  the  truly  great  Man  before  mentioned* 
tnat  Advocate  of  Freedom  and  Humanity,  give  you,  was  he  now 
living,  and  knew  that  we,  your  numerous  and  powerful  Neigh¬ 
bours,  animated  by  a  juft  Love  of  our  invaded  Rights,  and  unit¬ 
ed  by  the  indiffoluble  Bands  of  AffeCtion  and  Intereft,  called  upon 
you,  by  every  Obligation  of  Regard  for  yourfelves  and  your 
Children,  as  we  now  do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  Conteft,  to 
make  common  Caufe  with  us  therein,  and  take  a  noble  Chance 
for  emerging  from  a  humiliating  Subje&ion  under  Governors,  In- 
tendants,  and  Military  Tyrants,  into  the  firm  Rank  and  Condi¬ 
tion  of  Rnglijh  Freemen,  whofe  Cuftom  it  is,  derived  from  their 
Anceftors,  to  make  thofe  tremble,  who  dare  to  think  of  making 
them  miferable  ? 

Would  not  this  be  the  Purport  of  his  Addrefs  ?  c£  Seize  the 
Opportunity  prefented  to  you  by  Providence  itfelf.  You  have 
been  conquered  into  liberty,  if  you  act  as  you  ought*  This  work 
is  not  of  Man.  You  are  a  fmall  People,  compared  to  thofe  who 
with  open  Arms  invite  you  into  a  Fellowfhip.  A  Moment's  Re¬ 
flection  fhould  convince  you  which  will  be  molt  for  your  Intereft 
and  Happinefs,  to  have  all  the  Reft  of  North- America  your  unal¬ 
terable  Friends,  or  your  inveterate  Enemies.  The  Injuries  of 
B often  have  routed  and  affociated  every  Colony,  from  Nova- Scotia 
to  Georgia.  Your  Province  is  the  only  Link  wanting  to  compleat 
the  bright  and  ftrong  Chain  of  Union.  Nature  has  joined  your 
Country  to  theirs.  Do  you  join  your  political  Xnterefts.  For 
their  own  Sakes,  they  never  will  defert  or  betray  you.  Be  allured, 
that  the  Happinefs  of  a  People  inevitably  depends  on  their  Liber¬ 
ty,  and  their  Spirit  to  aiTert  it.  The  Value  and  Extent  of  the 
Advantages  tendered  to  vou  are  immenfe.  Heaven  erant  you 
may  not  difeover  them  to  be  Bleftings  after  they  have  bid  you  an 
eternal  Adieu.” 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Liberality  of  Sentiment 
diftinguiftiing  your  Nation,  to  imagine,  that  Difference  of  Reli¬ 
gion  will  prejudice  you  againft  a  hearty  Amity  with  us.  You 
know,  that  the  tranfeendant  Nature  of  Freedom  elevates  thofe 
who  unite  in  her  Caufe,  above  all  fuch  low  minded  Infirmities. 
The  Swifs  Cantons  furnifh  a  memorable  Proof  of  this  Truth. 
Their  Union  is  compofed  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Proteftant 
States,  living  in  the  utmoft  Concord  and  Peace  with  one  another, 
and  thereby  enabled,  ever  fince  they  bravely  vindicated  their  Free¬ 
dom,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  Tyrant  that  has  invaded  them. 

Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  generally  are  in  all 
Societies,  who  prefer  the  Favours  of  Minifters,  and  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  IUterefts,  to  the  Welfare  of  their  Country  ,  the  Temper  of 
fuch  felfifh  Perfons  will  render  them  incredibly  aCtive  in  oppofing 
all  public-fpirited  Meafures,  from  an  Expectation  of  being  well 
rewarded  for  their  fordid  Induftry,  by  their  Superiors ;  but  we 
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doubt  not  you  will  be  upon  your  Guard  againft  fuch  Men,  and 
not  facrifice  the  Liberty  and  Happinefs  of  the  whole  Canadiaji 

People  and  their  Pofterity,  to  gratify  the  Avarice  and  Ambition 
of  Individuals. 

We.  do  not  afk  you,  by  this  Addrefs,  to  commence  A <fts  of 
Hofti.Iity  againft  the  Government  of  our  common  Sovereign.  We 
only  invite  you  to  confult  your  own  Glory  and  Welfare,  and  not 
to  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  inveigled  or  intimidated  by  infamous 
Minifters,  fo  far,  as  to  become  the  Inftruments  of  their  Cruelty 
and  Defpotifm ;  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  focial  Compact,  form¬ 
ed  on  the  generous  Principles  of  equal  Liberty,  and  cemented 
by  fuch  an  Exchange  of  beneficial  and  endearing  Offices  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  perpetual.  In  Order  to  complete  this  highly  defirable 
Union,  we  fubmit  it  to  your  Confideration,  whether  it  may  not 
be  expedient  for  you  to  meet  together  in  your  feveral  Towns  and 
Diftridls,  and  elect  Deputies,  who  afterwards  meeting  in  a  Pro¬ 
vincial  Congrefs,  may  chufe  Delegates,  to  reprefent  your  Pro¬ 
vince  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
tenth  Day  of  May,  1775. 

In  this  prefent  Congrefs,  beginning  on  the  fifth  of  the  laft 
Month,  and  continued  to  this  Day,  it  has  been,  with  univerfal 
Pleafure  and  an  unanimous  Vote,  refolved,  That  we  fhould  confi- 
der  the  Violation  of  your  Rights,  by  the  A&  for  altering  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  your  Province,  as  a  Violation  of  our  own,  and  that 
you  fhould  be  invited  to  accede  to  our  Confederation,  which  has 
no  other  Objedts  than  the  perfect  Security  of  the  natural  and  civil 
Rights  of  all  the  conftituent  Members,  according  to  their  refpec- 
tive  Circumftances,  and  the  Prefervation  of  a  happy  and  lading 
Connection  with  Great-Britain ,  on  the  lalutary  and  conftitutional 
Principles  herein  before  mentioned.  For  effecting  thefe  Purpofes, 
we  have  addreffed  an  humble  and  loyal  Petition  to  his  Majefty, 
praying  Relief  of  our  and  your  Grievances  ;  and  have  aftociated  to 
flop  all  Importations  from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland^,  after  the 
frjl  Day  of  December ,  and  all  Exportations  to  thofe  Kingdoms 
and  the  Wef -Indies  after  the  tenth  Day  of  next  Septejnber  \  unlefs 
the  faid  Grievances  are  redreffed. 

That  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  Minds  to  approve  our 
equitable  and  neceffary  Meafures,  to  add  yourfelves  to  us,  to  put 
your  Fate,  whenever  you  fuffer  Injuries  which  you  are  determined 
to  oppofe,  not  on  the  fmall  Influence  of  your  Angle  Province, 
but  on  the  confolidated  Powers  of  North-  America ;  and  may  grant 
to  our  joint  Exertions  an  Event  as  happy  as  our  Caufe  is  juft,  is 

the  fervent  Prayer  of  us,  your  fincere  and  affectionate  Friends  and 
Fellow-Subjefts. 


By 

Henry 


Order  of  the  Congrefs, 
Middleton,  Prelident. 
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Resolved,  T  hat  the  Addrefs  of  the  Congrefs  to  the  People 
of  Quebec  be  figned  by  the  Frelident,  and  that  the  Delegates  of 
the  province  of  P ennfylvania  fuperintend  the  Tranllating,  Prin¬ 
ting,  Publilhing,  and  Difperfing  it :  And  it  is  recommended  by 
the  Congrefs  to  the  Delegates  of  New-Hampjhire,  Majfachufetts- 
Bay,  and  New-York,  to  aflift  in  and  forward  the  Difperlion  of  the 
faid  Addrefs. 


Pvvo  Copies  of  the  Addrefs  to  the  King  being  engroffed  and 
compared  were  figned  at  the  Table  by  all  the  Members. 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
Honourable  Ploufe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  P  ennfylva- 
Tiia>  tor  their  pohtenefs  to  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  Delegates 
ior  tnis  Colony  be  a  Committee  to  communicate  this  Refolution  to 
the  faid  Honourable  Houle. 

A  true  Copy, 


Charles  Thomson,  Secretary . 


The  Congrefs  then  dilfolved  itfelf. 


A  LETTER  from  General  GAGE , 

To  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 

Bofon ,  October  20,  177 4. 

REPRESENT  AT  IONS  Ihould  be  made  with  Candour,  and 
Matters  Hated  exactly  as  they  Hand.  People  would  be  led  to  be¬ 
lieve,  from  your  Letter  to  me  of  the  10th  Inflant,  that  Works 
were  railed  againH  the  Town  o £  Bofon,  private  Property  invaded, 
the  Soldiers  fuffered  to  infult  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Town  und  Country  fhut  upj  and  moleHed. 

Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  true  Situation  of  this  Place 
than  the  above  State.  There  is  not  a  fingle  Gun  pointed  againH 
the  Town,  no  Man’s  Property  has  been  feized  or  hurt,  except  the 
King’s,  by  the  People’s  deftroying  Straw,  Bricks,  fac.  boup-ht 
for  his  Service.  No  Troops  have  given  lefs  Caufe  for  Complaint, 
and  greater  Care  was  never  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and  fuch  Care  and 
Attention  was  never  more  ncceffary  from  the  Infults  and  Provoca¬ 
tions  daily.given  to  both  Officers  and  Soldiers.  The  Communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Town  and  Country  has  been  always  free  and  un-' 
moleHed,  and  is  fo  Hill. 

Two  Works  of  Earth  have  been  raifed  at  fome  DiHance  from 
the  Town,  wide  off  the  Road,  and  Guns  put  in  them.  The  Re¬ 
mainder  of  old  Works,  going  out  of  the  Town,  have  been 
ffrengthened,  and  Guns  placed  there  likewife.  People  will  think 
differently,  whether  the  hollile  preparation  throughout  the  Coun¬ 
try,  and  the  Menaces  of  Blood  and  Slaughter,  made  this  neceffa- 
ry ;  but  I  am  to  do  my  Duty. 
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It  gives  me  pleafure  that  you  are  endeavouring  at  a  cordial  Re¬ 
conciliation  with  the  Mother  Country,  which,  from  what  has 
tranfpired,  I  have  defpaired  of.  Nobody  willies  better  Succefs  to 
fuch  Meafures  than  myfelf.  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  a  Mediator, 
if  I  could  eftablifh  a  Foundation  to  work  upon,  and  have  ftrongly 
urged  it  to  People  here  to  pay  for  the  Tea,  and  fend  a  proper 
Memorial  to  the  King,  which  would  be  a  good  Beginning  on 
their  Side,  and  give  their  Friends  the  Opportunity  they  feek  to 
move  in  their  Support. 

I  do  not  believe  that  Menaces,  and  unfriendly  Proceedings, 
will  have  the  Effedt  which  too  many  conceive.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Britijh  Nation  was  high  when  I  left  England ,  and  fuch  Meafures 
will  not  abate  it.  But  I  fhould  hope  that  Decency  and  Modera¬ 
tion  here  would  create  the  fame  Difpofition  at  home  ;  and  I  ar¬ 
dently  wifli  that  the  common  Enemies  to  both  Countries  may  fee, 
to  their  Difappointment,  that  thefe  Difputes  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  the  Colonies  have  terminated  like  the  Quarrels  of 
Lovers,  and  increafed  the  Affedlion  which  they  ought  to  bear  to 
each  other.  I  am,  Sir,  Your  moil  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Gage. 


The  PETITION  of  CO  N  GRES  S. 

To  the  KING’S  mojl  excellent  Maj e s t y. 

Mojl  gracious  Sovereign. 

WE  your  MajellyY  faithful  Subjedfs  of  the  Colonies  of  New* 
Hampjhire ,  Majjachufetts- Bay ,  Rhode-1  Jl and  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  Connecticut ,  New-Tork ,  New-  Jerfey ,  Pennjylvania ,  the 
Counties  of  Newcajlle ,  Kent ,  and  Suffex  on  Delaware ,  Maryland , 
Virginia,  North-Carolina ,  and  South-Carohna ,  in  Behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
to  reprefent  them  in  General  Congrefs,  by  this  our  humble  Peti¬ 
tion  beg  Leave  to  lay  our  Grievances  before  the  Throne. 

A  Handing  Army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  Colonies,  ever  f  nee 
the  Conclullon  of  the  late  War,  without  the  Content  of  our  Af- 
femblies  ;  and  this  Army,  with  a  contiderable  naval  Armament 
has  been  employed  to  enforce  the  Collection  of  Taxes. 

The  Authority  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  under  him  of 
the  Brigadiers-General  has,  in  Time  of  Peace,  been  rendered  fu- 
preme  in  all  the  civil  Governments  in  America . 

The  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  your  Majefty’s  Forces  in  North 
America  has,  in  Time  of  Peace,  been  appointed  Governor  of  a 
Colony. 

The  Charges  of  ufual  Offices  have  been  greatly  increafed  ;  and, 
pew,  expenlive,  and  oppreffive  Offices  have  been  multiplied. 
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T  he  Judges  of  Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty  Courts  are  em¬ 
powered  to  receive  their  Salaries  and  Fees  from  the  Effefts  con¬ 
demned  by  themfelves. 

?  he  Oncers  of  the  Cuftoms  are  empowered  to  break  open  and 
enter  Houfes  Without  the  Authority  of  any  civil  Magiftrate  foun¬ 
ded  on  legal  Information.  6 

The  Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Law  have  been  made  entirely 
dependant  on  one  part  of  the  Legillature  for  their  Salaries,  as  well 
as  tor  the  Duration  of  their  Commiffions. 

Councellors  holding  their  Commiffions  during  pleafure  exercife 
Jegiliative  Authority. 

Humble  and  reafonable  Petitions  from  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  people  have  been  fruitlefs. 

The  Agents  of  the  People  have  been  difcountenanced,  and  Go¬ 
vernors  have  been  inftrufted  to  prevent  the  payment  of  their  Sala- 

nes. 


Affemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  fnjurioufly  diffolved. 

_  °mmerce  has  been  burthened  with  many  ufelefs  and  oppreffivc 
ReiiriCtions.  rr 

By  ieveral  Ads  of  Parliament  made  in  the  fourth ,  fifth,  fixth, 
feventh,  and  eighth  Years  of  your  Majefly’s  Reign,  Duties  are  im- 
pofed  on  us,  for  the  Purpofe  of  raifing  a  Revenue  ;  and  the  Pow¬ 
ers  of  -Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  are  extended  be¬ 
yond,  their  ancient  Limits,  whereby  our  Property  is  taken  from 
us  without  our  Confent,  the  Trial  by  Jury  in  many  civil  Cafes  is 
abol idled,  enormous  Forfeitures  are  incurred  for  flight  Offences, 
vexatious  Informers,  are  exempted  from  paying  Damages,  to 
which  they  are  j u ft] y  liable,  and  oppreflive  Security  is  required 
from  Owners  before  they  are  allowed  to  defend  their  Right. 

Both  Houfes  of  Parliament  have  refolved,  that  Colonifts  may 
be  tiled  in  England  for  Offences  alledged  to  have  been  committed 
in  America  by  Virtue  of  a  Statute  paffed  in  the  thirty-fifth  Year  of 
Henry  the  eighth  ;  and  in  Confequence  thereof  Attempts  haye  been 
made  to  enforce  that  Statute. 

A  Statute  was  paffed  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  your  Majefly’s 
Reign,  dire&mg,  that  Perfons  charged  with  committing  any  Of¬ 
fence  therein  deferibed,  in  any  place  out  of  the  Realm,  may  be  in¬ 
dicted  and  tried  for  the  fame,  in  any  Shire  or  County  within  the 
Realm,  whereby  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  may,  in  fundry 
Cafes  by  that  Statute  made  Capital,  be  deprived  of  a  Trial  by 
their  Peers  of  the  Vicinage. 

In  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  an  A£t  was  paffed  for  blocks 
ir.g  up  the  Harbour  of  Boflon  ;  another  empowering  the  Governor 
of  the  M ajfachufetts  -  Bay  to  fend  Perfons  indidled  for  Murder  in 
that  Province  to  another  Colony,  or  even  to  Great-Britain  for 
Trial,  whereby  fuch  Offenders  may  efcape  legal  punifhment ;  a 
Third  for  altering  the  chartered  Conflitution  of  Government  in 
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that  Province ;  and  a  Fourth  for  extending  the  Limits  of  Quebec* 
abolishing  the  Englijh  and  reftoring  the  French  Laws,  whereby 
great  Numbers  of  Britifb  Freemen  are  fubje&ed  to  the  latter,  and 
eftablilhing  an  abfolute  Government  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Re¬ 
ligion  throughout  thofe  vaft  Regions,  that  border  on  the  wefferly 
and  northerly  Boundaries  of  the  free,  proteftant,  EngliJIo  Settle¬ 
ments  ;  and  a  Fifth  for  the  better  providing  fuitable  Quarters  for 
Officers  and  Soldiers  in  his  Majefty’s  Service  in  North-  America, 

To  a  Sovereign,  who  glories  in  the  Name  of  Briton  ;  the  bare 
Recital  of  thefe  Adis  mult,  we  prefume,  juftify  the  loyal  Subjects, 
who  fly  to  the  Foot  of  his  Throne,  and  implore  his  Clemency  for 
protection  againft  them* 

From  this  deftrudlive  Syftem  of  Colony  Adminiflration,  adopt¬ 
ed  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  War,  have  flowed  thofe  Diftref- 
fes,  Dangers,  Fears,  and  Jealoufies,  that  overwhelm  your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  dutiful  Colonifts  with  Affliction  :  and  we  defy  our  moil  fubtlc 
and  inveterate  Enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  Differences  between 
Great-Britain  and  thele  Colonies,  from  an  earlier  Period,  or  from 
other  Caufes,  than  we  have  affigned.  Had  they  proceeded  on  our 
part  from  a  reftlefs  Levity  of  Temper,  unjuft:  Impulfes  of  Ambi¬ 
tion,  or  artful  Suggeftions  of  feditious  Perfons,  we  fflould  merit 
the  opprobrious  Terms  frequently  bellowed  upon  us  by  thofe  wc 
revere.  But  fo  far  from  promoting  Innovations,  we  have  only 
oppofed  them ;  and  can  be  charged  with  no  Offence,  unlefs  it  be 
one  to  receive  Injuries,  and  be  fenfible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleafed  to  give  us  Exiftence  in  a  Land  of 
Slavery,  the  Senfe  of  our  Condition  might  have  been  mitigated 
by  Ignorance  and  Habit.  But,  Thanks  be  to  his  adorable  Good- 
nefs,  we  were  born  the  Heirs  of  Freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our 
Right  under  the  Aufpices  of  your  royal  Anceftors,  whofe  Family 
was  feated  on  the  Britijh  Throne?  to  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  and 
gallant  Nation  from  the  Popery  and  Defpotifm  of  a  fuperffitious 
and  inexorable  Tyrant.  Your  Majefty,  we  are  confident,  juftly 
rejoices,  that  your  Title  to  the  Crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  Title 
of  your  people  to  Liberty  ;  and  therefore  we  doubt  not  but  your 
royal  Wifdom  muff  approve  the  Senfibility,  that  teaches  your 
Subjedls  anxioufly  to  guard  the  Bleffing,  they  received  from  di¬ 
vine  Providence,  and  thereby  to  prove  the  performance  of  that 
Compadl,  which  elevated  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Brunfivick  to  the 
imperial  Dignity  it  now  poffeffes. 

The  Apprehenlion  of  being  degraded  into  a  State  of  Servitude, 
from  the  pre-eminent  Rank  of  Englifb  Freemen,  while  our  Minds 
retain  the  ftrongeft  Love  of  Liberty  and  clearly  fore-fee  the  Mife- 
ries  preparing  for  us  and  our  Pofterity,  excites  Emotions  in  our 
Breafts,  which  though  we  cannot  defcribe,  we  Ihould  not  wifh  to 
conceal.  Feeling  as  Men,  and  thinking  as  Subjects  in  the  Man¬ 
ner  we  do,  Silence  would  be  Difloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful 
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Information,  we  do  all  in  our  Power  to  promote  the  threat  Objects 

°,  J.'°ya^  Clares,  the  Tranquillity  of  your  Government  and 

the  Welfare  of  your  People. 

Duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  Regard  for  the  Prefervation  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  Pofterity,  the  primary  Obligations  of  Nature  and 
Society,  command  us  to  entreat  your  royal  Attention;  and  as 
your  Majefty  enjoys  the  iignal  Diftin&ion  of  reigning  over  Free¬ 
men,  we  apprehend  the  Language  of  Freemen  cannot  be  difpleaf- 
mg.  Your  royal  Indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  thofe 
Aligning  and  dangerous  Men,  who  daringly  interpoling  them- 
felves  between  your  royal  Perfon  and  your  faithful  Subjects,  and 
for  feveral  Y  ears  paft  inceffantly  employed  to  diffolve  the  Bonds  of 
Society,  by  abiding  your  Majefty  s  Authority,  mifreprefenting 
your  American  Subjects  and  profecuting  the  moft  defperate  and  ir¬ 
ritating  I  rojeCls  of  Oppreffion,  have  at  length  compelled  us,  by 
the  Foice  of  accumulated  Injuries,  too  fevere  to  be  any  longer  to¬ 
lerable,  to  difturb  your  Majefty’s  Repofe  by  our  Complaints. 

Thefe  Sentiments  are  extorted  from  Hearts,  that  much  more 
willingly  would  bleed  in  your  Majefty’s  Service.  Yet  fo  greatly 
have  we  been  mifreprefented,  that  a  Neceflity  has  been  alledged 
of  taking  our  Property  from  us  without  our  Confent,  “  to  defray 
the  Charge  of  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  the  Support  of  civil 
Government,  and  the  Defence,  Prote&ion,  and  Security  of  the 
Colonies.”  But  we  beg  Leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  fuch 
Provihon  has  been,  and  will  be  made  for  defraying  the  two  firffc 
Articles,  as  has  been  and  (hall  be  judged,  by  the  Legiilatures  of 
the  feveral  Colonies,  juft  and  fuitable  to  their  refpe&ive  Circum- 
flances  :  And  for  the  Defence,  Protection,  and  Security  of  the 
Colonies,  their  Militias,  if  properly  regulated,  as  they  earneftly 
defire  may  immediately  be  done,  would  be  fully  fufticient,  at  leaft 
in  Times  of  Peace  ;  and  in  Cafe  of  War,  your  faithful  Colonifts 
will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever  have  been,  when  conftitu- 
tionally  required,  to  demonftrate “their  Loyalty  to  your  Majefty, 
by  exerting  their  moft  ftrenuous  Efforts  in  granting  Supplies  and 
raifing  Forces.  Yielding  to  no  Britifl?  SubjeCfs  in  affeCtionate  At¬ 
tachment  to  your  Majefty’s  Perfon,  Family,  and  Government ; 
we  too  dearly  prize  the  Privilege  of  exprefting  that  Attachment 
by  thofe  proofs,  that  are  honourable  to  the  Prince  who  receives 
them,  and  to  the  People  who  give  them,  ever  to  refign  it  to  any 
body  of  Men  upon  Earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet,  the  Inheritance  left 
us  by  our  fore-fathers,  we  fhould,  at  this  Time,  have  been  peace¬ 
ably,  cheerfully,  and  ufefully  employed  in  recommending  our- 
ielves,  by  every  Teftimony  of  Devotion,  to  your  Majefty,  and  of 
Veneration  to  the  State,  from  which  we  derive  our  Oriein.  But 
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though  now  expofed  to  unexpedled  and  unnatural  Scenes  of  Dif- 
*  trefs  by  a  Contention  with  that  Nation,  in  whofe  parental  Guid- 
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an cc  on  all  important  Affairs  we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  Rever¬ 
ence,  conflantly  trailed,  and  therefore  can  derive  no  I’nftrudHon 
in  our  prefent  unhappy  and  perplexing  Circumflances  from  any 
former  Experience  ;  yet,  we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  Inten¬ 
tion  and  the  Integrity  of  our  Conduce  will  juftify  us  at  that  grand 
Tribunal,  before  which  all  Mankind  mull  fubmit  to  Judgment. 

We  afk  but  for  Peace,  Liberty,  and  Safety.  We  wifh  not  a 
Diminution  of  the  Prerogative,  nor  do  we  folicit  the  Grant  of  a- 
ny  new  Right  in  our  Favour.  Your  royal  Authority  over  us  and 
our  Connexion  with  Great-Britain ,  we  fhall  always  carefully  and 
zealoufly  endeavour  to  fupport  and  maintain. 

Filled  with  Sentiments  of  Duty  to  your  Majefly  and  of  Affec¬ 
tion  to  our  parent  State,  deeply  impreffed  by  our  Education,  and 
flrongly  confirmed  by  our  Reafon,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  Sin¬ 
cerity  of  thefe  Difpofitions,  we  prefent  this  Petition  only  to  ob¬ 
tain  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  and  Relief  from  Fears  and  Jealoufies, 
occafioned  by  the  Syftem  of  Statutes  and  Regulations  adopted 
fince  the  Clofe  of  the  late  War,  for  railing  a  Revenue  in  Ameri¬ 
ca — extending  the  Powers  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice- 

O  j 

Admiralty — trying  Perfons  in  Great-Britain  for  Offences  alledg- 
ed  to  be  committed  in  America - — affecting  the  Province  of  MaJJ'a - 
chufetts-Bay — and  altering  the  Government  and  extending  the  Li¬ 
mits  of  Quebec  ;  by  the  Abolition  of  which  Syftem,  the  Harmo¬ 
ny  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  fo  neceffary  to  the 
Happinefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  the  latter,  and  the 
ufual  Intercourfes  will  be  immediately  reftored.  In  the  Magnani¬ 
mity  and  Juftice  of  your  Majefly  and  Parliament  we  confide  for  a 
Redrefs  of  our  other  Grievances,  trailing,  that  when  the  Caufes 
of  our  Apprehenfions  are  removed,  our  future  Conduct  will  prove 
us  not  unworthy  of  the  Regard,  we  have  been  accuftomed,  in  our 
happier  Days,  to  enjoy.  For  appealing  to  that  Being,  who 
fearches  thoroughly  the  Hearts  of  his  Creatures,  we  folemnly 
profefs,  that  our  Councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  Mo¬ 
tive,  than  a  Dread  of  impending  Deftrudlion. 

Permit  us  then,  moil  gracious  Sovereign,  in  the  Name  of  all 
your  faithful  People  in  America ,  with  the  utmofl  Humility  to  im¬ 
plore  you,  for  the  Honour  of  Almighty  God,  whofe  pure  Reli¬ 
gion,  our  Enemies  are  undermining  ;  for  your  Glory,  which  can 
be  advanced  only  by  rendering  your  Subjects  happy,  and  keep¬ 
ing  them  united;  for  the  Interefts  of  your  Family  depending  on 
an  Adherence  to  the  Principles  that  enthroned  it;  for  the  Safety 
and  Welfare  of  your  Kingdoms  and  Dominions,  threatened  with 
almofl  unavoidable  Dangers  and  Diftrefles,  that  your  Majefly,  as 
the  loving  Father  of  your  whole  People,  connedled  by  the  fame 
Bonds  of  Law,  Loyalty,  Faith,  and  Blood,  though  dwelling  in 
various  Countries,  will  not  fufFer  the  tranfeendant  Relation  form¬ 
ed  by  thefe  Ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain  Expedition 
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of  Effe&S‘,  that  if  attained,  never  can  compenfate  for  the  Calami* 
ties,  through  which  they  muft  be  gained. 

We  therefore  moll  earneftly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  your 
royal  Authority  and  Interpofit^on  may  be  ufed  for  our  Relief,  and. 
that  a  gracious  Anfwer  may  be  given  to  this  Petition. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  every  Felicity  through  a  long 
and  glorious  Reign  over  loyal  and  happy  Subjects,  and  that  your 
Defendants  may  inherit  your  Profperity  and  Dominions  till  Time 
ihall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  will  be  our  fmccre  and  fervent 
Praver. 
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Wednesday,  May  10,  1775, 

A  Number  of  Delegates  from  the  Colonies  of  Ncw-H a?npjhire> 
MaJJach  ufetts  -Bay,  Connetticut,  Ncw-York,  New-Jerfey , 
P enufylvania ,  Delaware  Counties ,  Maryland ,  Virginia ,  North - 
Carolina ,  and  S  outh-Carolina,  agreeable  to  their  Appointment  and 
Orders,  received  from  their  refpe&ive  Colonies,  met  at  Philadelphia , 
and  being  convened  in  the  State-Houfe,  proceeded  to  the  Choice 
of  a  Prefident,  when 

Upon  Motion,  The  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  was  unanimoufiy 
chofen  Prefident. 

After  the  Prefident  was  feated, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon ,  was  unanimoufiy  chofen  Secretary. 
Andrew  M'Neare,  was  alfo  chofen  Door-keeper,  and  William 
Shed ,  Meflenger. 

Agreed,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche ,  be  requefled  to  open  the 
Congrefs  with  Prayers  To-morrow  Morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  7T/Y- 
ling,  Mr.  Sullivan ,  and  Mr.  Bland,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Duche ,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  Requeft  of  the  Congrefs. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  1 1  o’clock. 

Thursday,  May  11,  1775,  A.  M. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  Yellerday,  the  Congrefs  was  opened 
with  Prayers,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche.  After  Prayers,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  according  to  Adjournment  proceeded  to  Bufinefs. 

The  Delegates  from  the  feveral  Colonies  produced  their  refpec- 
tive Credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows: 

New-Hampsh ire.  At  the  Convention  of  Deputies,  appoin¬ 
ted  by  the  feveral  Towns  in  the  Province  aforefaid,  held  at  Exeter , 
on  the  25th  Day  of  January ,  1775, 

1  he  Hon.  John  Wentworth ,  Efq;  in  the  Chair. 

Voted,  That  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon,  Efqrs;  be  de¬ 
legated  to  reprefeot  this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congrefs, 

K  propofed 
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propofed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  tenth  Day  of  May 
next,  and  that  they  and  each  of  them,  in  the  Abfence  of  the 
other,  have  full  and  ample  Power,  in  Behalf  of  this  Province,  to 
confent  and  agree  to  all  Meafures,  which  faid  Congrefs  fhall  deem 
ntceflary^  to  obtain  Redrefs  of  American  Grievances. 

True  Copy  attejled , 

Masheck  We  are,  Clerk  to  the  Convention . 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  Provincial  Congrefs, 

Cambridge ,  Dec.  5,  1774. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Continental 
Congrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  5th  Day  of  September  lad, 
and  reported  by  the  Honourable  Delegates  from  this  Colony, 
have,  with  the  Deliberation  due  to  their  high  Importance,  been 
confide  red  by  us,  and  the  American  Bill  of  Rights  therein  con¬ 
tained,  appears  to  be  formed  with  the  greated  Ability  and  Judg¬ 
ment  to  be  founded  on  the  immutable  Daws  of  Nature  and  Rea- 
fon,  the  Principles  of  the  Englijh  Conititution,  and  refpe6live 
Charters  and  Conditutions  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  be  worthy  of 
their  molt  vigorous  Support,  as  effentially  necefiary  to  Liberty  5 
likewife  the  ruinous  and  iniquitous  Meafures,  which  in  Violation 
of  thefe  Rights,  at  prefent  convulfe  and  threaten  Dedruclion  to 
America ,  appear  to  be  clearly  pointed  out,  and  judicious  Plans  a- 
dopted  for  defeating  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  mod  grateful  Acknowledgements  are 
due  to  the  truly  Honourable  and  Patriotic  Members  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs,  for  their  wife  and  able  Exertions  in  the  Caufe 
of  American  Liberty  ;  and  this  Congrefs  in  their  own  Names,  and 
in  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  do  hereby,  with  the  utmod  Sincerity, 
exprefs  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Oijbing ,  Efqs.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams ,  John  Adams ,  and  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  here¬ 
by  appointed  and  authorifed  to  reprefent  this  Colony,  on  the  tenth 
of  May  next,  or  fooner  if  neceffary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia ;  with  full  Power,  "with  the  Delegates  from 
the  other  American  Colonies,  to  concert,  agree  upon,  direct  and 
order  fuch  further  Meafures,  as  fhall  to  them  appear  to  be  bed  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  Recovery  and  Edablifhment  of  American  Rights 
and  Liberties,  and  for  redoring  Harmony  between  Great- Britain 
and  the  Colonies. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretary . 

In  Provincial  Congrefs,  Cambridge,  February  6,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock ,  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Cujhing,  Efqrs.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  A  darns,  and  Robert 
Treat  Paine ,  Efqrs/  appointed  by  the  lad  Provincial  Congrefs  to 
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reprefent  this  Colony,  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  or  iooner  if  ne- 
celfary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authoriled  and  impowered,  with  the  Dele¬ 
gates  from  the  other  American  Colonies,  to  adjourn  from  Time  to 
Time,  and  Place  to  Place,  as  fhall  be  judged  necellary,  and  to 
continue  in  Being,  as  Delegates,  for  this  Colony,  until  the  thirty - 
firjj  Pay  of  December  next  enfuing,  and  no  longer. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretary . 

In  the  Hotife  cf  Reprefent  at  ives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

November  3,  A .  D .  1774. 

This  Houfe  proceeded  to  nominate,  chufe,  and  appoint  Dele¬ 
gates,  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs  to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  tenth  Day  of  May  next  ;  and  made  Choice  of  the  Hon. 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  Hon.  Roger  Sherman ,  Silas  Deane,  *  Titus 
Hofner,  and  *  Jonathan  Sturgefs,  Efqrs.  to  be  their  Delegates, 
any  three  of  whom  are  authorized  and  empo  wered  to  attend  laid 
Congrefs,  in  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  join,  confult  and  adviie 
with  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies  in  Britifh  America,  on 
proper  Meafures  for  advancing  the  bell  Good  of  the  Colonies. 

William  Williams,  Speaker . 

A  true  Copy,  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe, 

Attefted,  Richard  Law,  Clerk . 

At  a  provincial  Convention  formed  of  Deputies  from  the  City 
and  County  of  New-York,  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  and 
the  Counties  of  Dutchefs,  Ulfler,  Orange,  Ref-Chef  er,  King's, 
and  Suffolk,  held  at  the  City  of  New-York,  the  2 2d  Day  of  April, 
1775,  for  the  Purpofe  of  appointing  Delegates  to  reprefent  the 
Colony  of  New-York,  in  the  next  Continental  Congrefs,  tQ  be 
held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  Philip  Livingfon, 
James  Duane,  John  Alfop,  *  Joh?i  Jay,  Simon  Bqeru?n,  William 
Floyd,  *  Henry  Wifner ,  #  Philip  Schuyler,  *  George  Clinton,  Lewis 
Morris,  #  Francis  Lewis,  and  #  Robert  R*  Livingfon,  jun.  Efqrs. 
were  unanimoufly  elected  Delegates,  to  reprefent  this  Colony  at 
fuch  Congrefs,  with  full  Power  to  them  or  any  live  of  them,  to 
meet  the  Delegates  from  the  qther  Colonies,  and  to  concert  and 
determine  upon  fuch  Meafures  as  fhall  be  judged  moil  effectual  for 
the  Prefervation  and  Re-eftablifhment  of  American  Rights  and 
Privileges,  and  for  the  Relloration  of  Harmony  between  Great - 
Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  Ifaac  Roofevelt,  Abraham  Waltor , 
Alexander  M( Dougall,  and  twenty-four  others. 

We  the  Subfcribers  do  in  Behalf  of  ourfelves  and  thofe  Free¬ 
holders  of  Thieens  County,  at  whofe  Requell  we  attended  the 

Convention, 

Note. — All  the  Members  attended  except  thofe  marked  thus  * 
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Convention,  fignify  our  Affentto,  and  Approbation  of  the  above 
-Delegation. 


oiguca,  jonn  ruiman,  Z elmlon  Williams,  Jacob  Blackwell \ 
Jofeph  Robinfon. 

N e w- Je r  s  e  y.  In  Ajjembly,  Peril- Amboy, '  Tuefday,  January  24, 


T>  1775‘ 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  James  Kinfey,  Stephen  Crane, 
William  Living f on,  John  De  Hart,  and  Richard  Smith,  Efqrs. 
or  any  thiee  of  tnem,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  at- 
tcn  j  i.c  continental  (Congrefs  of  the  Colonies,  intended  to  be 
held  at  the  City  of  P hiladelphia ,  in  l\lay  next,  or  at  any  other 
Pirn,  and  Piace  ;  and  tnat  they  report  their  Proceedings  to  the 
next  Seffion  of  General  Affembly. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journals , 


Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  the  Affembly*- 
Pennsylvania.  In  Affembly,  December  15,  1774,  A.  M. 
Upon  Motion,  Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Honourable 
Edward  Biddle,  John  Dickinfon ,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys,  John '  Morton ,  and  George  Rofs,  Efqrs.  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Deputies  on  the  Part  of  this  Province,  to  attend 
the  General  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  tenth  Day  of  IVIay  next  j  and  that  they  or  any  four 
of  them  do  meet  the  faid  Congrefs  accordingly,  unlefs  the  prefent 
Grievances  of  the  American  Colonies  /hall  before  that  Time  be  re- 
dreffed. 


Eztraft  from  the  Journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Affembly . 

In  Affembly ,  May  6,  1 775,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Willing ,  and  *  James  Wilfon ,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  added  to  the  Deputies  appointed  by  this  Houfe,  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Continental  Congrefs,  expected  to  meet  the  Tenth  inffant 
in  this  City. 

Extra  ft  from  the  Journals , 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Affembly . 

Lower  Counties  on  Delaware.  In  Affembly,  Thurfday , 

March  16,  1775, 

On  Motion, 

Re  solved.  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Honourable  Ccefar  Rodney , 
Thomas  M‘Kean,  and  George  Read,  Efq;  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  and  authorifed  to  reprefent  this  Government  at  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  Tenth  Day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  Time  or  Place, 
with  full  Power  to  them,  or  any  Two  of  them,  together  with  the 
Delegates  from  the  other  American  Colonies,  to  concert  and  agree 
upon  fuch  farther  Meafures,  as  lhall  appear  to  them  bell  calcu¬ 
lated 
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lated  for  the  Accommodation  of  the  unhappy  Differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  on  a  conilitutional  Foundation, 
which  the  Houfe  mofl  ardently  wifh  for,  and  that  they  report 
their  Proceedings  to  the  next  Seffions  of  General  Affembly. 

T rue  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  Affembly , 

D  avid  Thomson,  Clerk  to  the  Affembly . 

Maryland.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Deputies  appointed  by  the 
feveral  Counties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland ,  at  the  City  of  An - 
napolis ,  by  Adjournment  on  the  8th  of  December ,  1774,  and  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  1 2th  Day  of  the  fame  Month.  » 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Honourable  Matthew 
Tibhman ,  Thomas  Johnfon  junior,  *  Robert  Gold, (borough,  William 
Paca ,  Samuel  Chafe ,  John  Hall ,  and  #  Thomas  Stone ,  Efcpmes, 
or  any  Three  or  more  of  them,  be  Delegates  to  reprefent  this 
Province,  in  the  next  Continental  Congiefs  5  and  that  they*  or 
any  Three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  Power  to  con- 
fent  and  agree  to  all  IvTeafures,  which  fuch  Congiefs  fhall  deem 
neceffary  and  effectual,  to  obtain  a  Redrefs  of  American  Giicv- 
ances ;  and  this  Province  bind  themfelves  to  execute  to  the  utmofl 
of  their  Power,  all  Refolutions  which  the  faid  Congrefs  may 
adopt.  And  further,  if  the  faid  Congrefs  fhall  think  neceffary  to 
Adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  faid  Delegates  to  reprefent  and  a& 
for  this  Province,  in  any  one  Congrefs,  to  be  held  by  virtue  of 
fuch  Adjournment. 

Signed  by  Order , 

John  Ducket,  Clerk . 

Virginia.  At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties 
and  Corporations  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia ,  at  the  Town  of 
Richmond ,  in  the  County  of  Henrico ,  on  Monday  the  20th  of 
March ,  T 77 5 . 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  Ele&ion  of  Delegates  by 
Ballot,  to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs  to  be  held 
at  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  on  the  Tenth  Day  of  May  next, 
when  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph ,  George  Wajhington ,  *  Pa¬ 
trick  Henry ,  Richard  Henry  Lee ,  Edmund  P endleton,  Benj amin 
Harrifon ,  and  Richard  Bland ,  Efquires,  were  chofen  for  that 
Purpofe. 

Peyton  Randolph,  P  ref  dent. 

John  Ta  z  e  we  l  l  ,  Clerk  of  the  Convention . 

North-Carolina.  At  a  General  Meeting  of  Delegates  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  Convention,  at  Newbern ,  the 
5th  Day  of  April ,  1775* 

Prefent.  the  Hon.  John  Harvey,  Efqj  Moderator,  and  68 
Members. 

On 


Journals  of  Congress. 


On  Motion, 

^/L^//°£fnn’  ^ ^  Hooper,  Jofeph  Heives,  and  Richard 

the  GeneralV  ’  ^  a,\d  TTeby  appointed  Delegates  to  attend 
ADv  next  *  8  t0  be  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Tenth  Day 

cd  for  that  P  a“r  °  l  V1"'  3nd  ^  that  illail  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to.  that  Purpole,  and  they  are  hereby  .nvelted  with  fuch 

Povvers  as  may  make  any  Acts  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them 

or  Content  given  m  Behalf  of  this  Province,  obligatory  in  Ho- 

nour,  upon  every  Inhabitant  thereof.  ^ 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes % 

Apt  n  i  j  A  John  Harvey,  Moderator » 

Attejted  by  Andrew  Ivnox,  Clerk . 

In  the  Ajfembly ,  7  th  of  April,  177  c. 

E  solved,  I  hat  the  Houfe  do  highly  approve  of  the  Pro- 
ceedmgs  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  lately  held  at  Philadelphia, 
and  that  they  are  determined,  as  Memb.ers  of  the  Community  in 
general  that  they  will  ftridly  adhere  to  the  faid  Refolutions, 
and  will  ufe  what  influence  they  have,  to  induce  the  fame  ob- 
iervance  in  every  Individual  of  this  Province. 

This  Houfe  having  received  Information,  that  William  Heobcr, 
Jofipb  Hew»,  and  Richard  Cafmrell,  Efquires,  were  appointed 
by  the  Convention,  held  at  Newbern,  as  Delegates  to  attend  the 

Meeting  or  tue  continental  Congrefs,  foon  to  be  held  at  Pki/a- 

delpbia ; 

,  That  tlie  Hqtufe  approve  of  the  Choice  made  by 

the  laid  Convention.  7 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Ajfembly . 

James  Green,  junior,  Clerk .  ' 

^outh-Carolina.  In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Ajfembly ,  Friday , 

February  3,  1775. 

Wnereas  the  Continental  Congrefs,  held  at  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  m  September  hit,  amongft  other  Things,  recommended 
to  the  feveral  Colonies  in  North  America,  to  chufe  Deputies  as 
oon  as  poffible,  to  hold  another  Congrefs  at  the  fame  Place  on 
the  Tenth  Day  of  May  next,  and  this  Houfe  being  fully  fatif- 
icd  with  tne  Condudl  and  Fidelity  of  their  late  Deputies  at  the 
Congrefs,  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  the  Honourable 
Henry  Middleton,  Efquire,  Thomas  Lynch,  Chrifopher  Gadfden, 
John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rutledge ,  Efquires,  Deputies  for  and 
m  Behalf  ot  this  Colony,,  to  meet  the  Deputies  appointed,  or 
to  be  appointed,  on  the  Part  and  Behalf  of  the  other  Colonies, 
at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  Place,  that  fhall  be 
agreed  on  by  the  faid  Deputies  in  General  Congrefs,  with  full 
Power  and  Authority  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effe&ualiy  profe- 
cute  fuch  Meafures,  as  in  the  Opinion  of  the  faid  Deputies,  and 

the 
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the  Deputies  to  be  afiembled,  fliall  be  mofl  likely  to  obtain 
a  Redrefs  of  American  Grievances, 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputies  hereby  appointed  on  the  Part 
and  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  are  authorifed  and  impowered  to  a- 
gree,  that  the  Continental  Congrefs  may  meet  at  any  future  Time, 
and  at  fuch  Place,  as  fhall  be  agreed  on,  and  to  adjourn  from 
Time  to  Time  ;  provided  it  do  not  exceed  Nine  Months  from  the 
Date  of  their  Meeting  in  May  next. 

Attefled ,  Thomas  Farr,  junior,  Clerk. 
Extra  A  from  the  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congrej  ft  of  South- 

Carolina,  publifoed  by  Order  of  the  Congrefs ,  the  nth  of  Janua¬ 

ry,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Henry  Middleton ,  Efquire, 
Thomas  Lynch ,  Chrifiopher  Gadfden ,  John  Hut  ledge,  and  Edward 
Rutledge  Efquires,  or  any  Three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  and  authorifed  to  reprefent  this  Colony  on  the 
Tenth  Day  of  May  next,  or  fooner,  if  neceffary,  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Congrefs  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ,  or  elfewhere  ;  with  full 
Power  to  concert,  agree  upon,  dire&  and  order  fuch  further  Mea- 
fures,  as  in  the  Opinion  of  the  faid  Deputies,  and  the  Dele¬ 
gates  of  the  other  American  Colonies  to  be  alfembled,  {hall  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  neceffary  for  the  Recovery  and  Eftabhfhment  of  Ame¬ 
rican  Rights  and  Liberties,  and  for  reftoring  Harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

Upon  Motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Duchf ,  for  performing  Divine  Service,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Defire  of  the  Congrefs,  and  for  Jhis  excellent  Prayer 
fo  well  adapted  to  the  prefent  Occafion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland ,  Mr.  Willing ,  and  Mr.  Sullivan , 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Duche ,  and  return  the  Thanks 
of  the  Congrefs,  agreeable  to  the  above  Refolution. 

Upon  Motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Doors  be  kept  (hut,  during  the  Time 
of  Buhnefs,  and  that  the  Members  conlider  themfdves  under  the 
ilrongefl  Obligations  of  lionour  to  keep  the  Proceedings  fecret. 
until  the  Majority  ihall  diredt  them  to  be  made  public. 

A  circular  Letter  from  the  4gents  William  Boll  an,  Benjamin 
Franklin ,  and  Arthur  Lee ,  Efquires,  directed  to  the  Speakers  of 
feveral  Afiemblies,  and  iundry  Pampers  therein  referred  to,  were 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read  ;  the  Letter  is  as  follows  : 


London ,  February  tj,  *775> 

S  I  R, 

“  Our  lail  Letter  informed  yrou,  that  the  King  had  declared 
his  Intentions  of  laying  the  Petition  before  his  two  Houles  of 
Parliament.  It  has  accordingly  been  laid  before  each  Houfe, 

but 
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^ Jt  llndiitingulfhed  among  a  variety  of  Letters  and  other  Papers 

irom  America . 

A  Motion  made  by  .Lord  Chatham ,  to  withdraw  the  Troops 
from  Bofton,  as  the  firff  Step  towards  a  conciliating  Plan,  was 
rejected ;  and  the  Miniftry  have  declared  in  both  Houfes  the  De¬ 
termination  to  inforce  Obedience  to  all  the  late  Laws.  For  this 
Purpofe  we  underhand,  that  three  Regiments  of  Foot,  one  of 
Dragoons,  feven  hundred  Marines,  fix  Sloops  of  War,  and  two 
Frigates,  are  now  under  Orders  for  America . 

Wt  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  your  Caufe  was 
v\eu  defended  by  a  confiderable  Number  of  good  and  wife  Mien, 
m  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  though  far  from  being  a  Majo¬ 
rity  .  and  that  many  of  the  Commercial  and  Manufacturing 
Patts  of  the  Nation,  concerned  in  the  American  Trade  have  pre- 
fented,  or  as  we  underhand,  are  preparing  to  prefent  Petitions  to 
to  Parliament,  declaring  their  great  Concern,  for  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  Controverfies  with  America ,  and  praying  exprefsly,  or  in 
effeCt,  for  healing  Meafures,  as  the  proper  Means  of  preferving 
their  Commerce,  now  greatly  buffering  or  endangered.  But  the 
*1  reatment  the  Petitions  already  prefented  have  hitherto  received 
is  fuch,  as  in  our  Opinion,  can  afford  you  no  Reliance  on  the 
prefent  Relief  through  their  Means. 

“  As  foon  as  we  learnt  that  the  Petition  of  the  Congrefs  was 
before  the  Floufe  of  Commons,  we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  fup- 
port  it,  if  we  might  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  as  there  was  no  other 
Opportunity  for  the  numerous  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  to  be 
heard  in  Defence  of  their  Rights  :  Accordingly  we  joined  in  a 
Petition  for  that  Purpofe.  Sir  George  Saville  kindly  undertook 
to  prefent  it.  But  on  previouffy  opening  the  Purport  of  it,  as 
the  Order  is,  a  Debate  arofe  on  the  Propriety  of  receiving  it, 
and  on  a  Divilion,  it  was  reje&ed  by  a  great  Majority. 

“  The  following  ExtraA  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gave" to 
Lord  Dartmouth ,  as  laid  before  Parliament,  we  think  it  our 
Duty  to  tranfmit,  viz. 

“  Dec.  15,  1774.  Your  Lordfhips  Idea  of  difarming  certain 
Provinces,  would  doubtlefs  be  conliffent  with  Prudence  and  Safe¬ 
ty,  Liit  it  neither  is,  nor  has  been  practicable,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  Force,  and  being  Mailers  of  the  Country.” 

“  It  was  thrown  out  in  Debate  by  a  principal  Member  of 
Admin iftration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  Charters  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  I /I and. 

(i  Inclofed  we  fend  you  a  Copy  of  the  Refolutions  paffed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Ploufe,  on  Thurfday  laft,  which  are  to  be 
reported  on  Monday .  It  is  faid  that  thefe  Refolutions  are  to  be 
the  Foundation  of  feveral  Bills  to  be  brought  in,  but  the  Purport 
of  thofe  Bills  we  have  not  yet  learnt  with  iufficknt  Certainty. 

"  We 
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“  We  fend  you  likewife  a  Copy  of  Lord  Chatham's  firft  Mo- 
tion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  of  his  Plan  of  a  Bill  for  fet¬ 
tling  the  Troubles  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  ;  both 
which  were  rejected  on  the  lirft  reading. 

With  great  Rdpedl  v/t  are, 

I  R , 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  Servants, 

Signed,  William  Bcllan , 

Benjamin  Frankiinj 
Arthur  Lee.” 

The  Papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter  being  pub* 
lifhed  in  the  News-papers,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  infert  them. 

Mr.  Hancock,  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  Letter  from  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Congrefs  of  Maffachufetts-Bay ,  together  with  certain 
Refolutions  formed  by  faid  Congrefs,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  lent 
by  faid  Congrefs  to  their  Agent  in  England ,  and  an  Addrefs  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain ,  on  the  late  engagement  between 
the  Troops  under  General  Gage ,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Tvl a  [ja¬ 
ck  ufetts  Bay,  alio  a  Number  of  Depofitions  duly  attefted,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Commencement  of  faid  Plohilities,  all  which  were 
read  and  are  as  follows  : 

hi  Provincial  Congrefs ,  Watertown,  May  3,  177^, 

To  the  Honourable  American  Continental  Congrefs,  to  be  'convened 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Tenth  of  May  infant . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours , 

The  Congrefs  of  this  Colony,  imprelTed  with  the  deeped  Con¬ 
cern  for  their  Country,  under  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming 
State  of  its  public  Adairs,  beg  leave  with  the  utmoft  Submillion, 
whilll  acting  in  Support  of  the  Caufe  of  America ,  to  requell  the 
.Direction  and  Affillance  of  your  refp  eel  able  Affembly. 

The  inclofed  Packet,  containing  Copies  of  the  Depofitions,  which 
we  nave  difpatched  for  London ,  alio  an  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great  Britain ,  and  a  Letter  to  our  Colony  Agent,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin ,  Efq;  are  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Confide  ra¬ 
tion. 

The  fanguinary  Zeal  of  the  Miniderial  Army,  to  ruin  and 
dedroy  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Opinion  of  this 
Congrefs,  hath  rendered  the  edablifhment  of  an  Army  indifpen- 
libly  necelTary  ;  we  have  accordingly  palled  an  unanimous  Refolve 
for  Ihirteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  Men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed 
by  this  Colony,  and  Propofals  are  made  by  us  to  the  Congrefs 
of  New  Hampfhire ,  and  Governments  of  Rhode  If  and  and  Con- 
neFticut  Colonies,  for  furnilhing  Men  in  the  fame  Proportion. 

T  he  fudden  Exigency  of  our  public  Affairs,  precluded  the 
poffibility  of  waiting  for  your  Direction  in  theie  important  Mea- 

L  fures, 
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fures,  more  efpecially,  as  a  conliderable  Reinforcement  from 
Great  Britain  is  daily  expected  in  this  Colony,  and  we  are  now 
reduced  to  the  fad  Alternative  of  defending  ourfelves  by  Arms, 
or  fubmitting  to  be  fiaughtered. 

With  the  greatell  Deference,  we  beg  Leave  to  fuggeft,  that 
a  powerful  Army  on  the  Side  of  America ,  hath  been  confider- 
cd  by  this  Congrefs,  as  the  only  Means  left  to  Item  the  rapid 
Progrefs  of  a  Tyrannical  Miniftry.  Without  a  Force  fuperior 
to  our  Enemies,  we  mull  reaionably  expert  to  become  the  Vic¬ 
tims  of  their  relentlefs  Fury.  With  fuch  a  Force,  we  may  ftill 
have  Flopes  of  feeing  an  immediate  End  put  to  the  inhuman  ra¬ 
vages  of  mercenary  Troops  in  America ,  and  the  wicked  Authors 
of  our  Miferies,  brought  to  condign  Punifiiment,  by  the  juft 
Indignation  of  our  Brethren  in  Great  Britain . 

We  hope  that  this  Colony  will,  at  all  Times,  be  ready  to 
fpend  and  be  fpent  in  the  Caufe  of  America.  It  is,  neverthelefs, 
a  Misfortune  greatly  operating  to  its  Difadvantage,  that  it  has  a 
great  Number  of  Sea-port  Towns,  expofed  to  the  approach  of 
the  Enemy  by  Sea  ;  from  many  of  which,  the  Inhabitants  have  re¬ 
moved,  and  are  removing  their  Families  and  Effects,  to  avoid 
Deftru£tion  from  Ships  of  War.  Thefe,  we  apprehend,  will  be 
generally  diftreffed  from  want  of  Subfiftence,  and  difabled  from 
contributing  Aid  for  fupporting  the  Forces  of  the  Colony  ;  but 
we  have  the  greateft  Confidence  in  the  Wifdom  and  Ability  of 
the  Continent  to  fupport  us,  fo  far  as  it  {hall  appear  neceffary 
for  fupporting  the  common  Caufe  of  the  American  Colonies. 

We  alfo  inclofe  feveral  Refolves  for  impowering  and  directing 
our  Receiver-General  to  borrow  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  Lawful  Money,  aud  to  ifiue  his  Notes  for  the  fame  ; 
it  being  the  only  Meafures  which  we  could  have  recourfe  to  for 
fupporting  our  Forces  ;  and  we  requeft  your  Afliffance  in  ren¬ 
dering  our  Meafures  effectual,  by  giving  our  Notes  a  Currency 
through  the  Continent. 

Joseph  Warren,  Prefident ,  P.  T. 

The  Papers  incloled  and  referred  to  in  the  above,  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — — 

In  Provincial  Congrefs,  Watertown,  May  3,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver  General  be,  and  hereby  is  iin- 
powered,  to  borrow  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  thoufand  Pounds, 
lawful  Money,  and  ifiue  Colony  Security  for  the  fame,  payable, 
with  Annual  Intereft,  at  Six  perCent.  June  I,  1777,  and  that 
the  Continental  Congrefs  be  defired  to  recommend  to  the  feveral 
Colonies,  to  give  a  Currency  to  fuch  Securities. 

A  true  Extratt  from  the  Minutes , 

Samuel  Freeman,  Secretary ,  P.  T. 

In 


-  .  — 
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Jji  Provincial Congrefs,  Watertown,  May  3,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Securities  given  by  the  Receiver-Ge¬ 
neral  for  the  Monies  borrowed  by  him,  in  purfuance  of  the  afore¬ 
going  Refolve,  be  in  the  Form  following,  viz . 

Colony  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

No  the  day  of  A .  D . 

177  borrowed  and  received  of  Al.  B. 

the  Sum  of  lawful  Money,  for  the  Ufe  and 

Service  of  the  Colony  of  the  Mafachufetts  Bay ,  and  in  Behalf 
of  faid  Colony.  I  do  hereby  promife  and  oblige  myfelf,  and 
Succeffors  in  the  Office  of  Treafurer  or  Receiver  General,  to  re¬ 
pay  to  the  faid  or  to  his  Order,  the  firfh  Day 

of  June ,  1777,  the  aforefaid  Sum  of  .  lawful 

Money,  in  Spanilh  Milled  Dollars,  at  Six  Shillings  each,  or  in 
the  feveral  Species  of  coined  Silver  and  Gold,  enumerated  in  an 
A&  made  and  paffed  in  the  23d  Year  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  Second  intituled,  “  An  Ad  for  afcertaining  the 
cc  Rates  at  which  coined  Silver  and  Gold,  Englifb  Half-pence 
“  and  Farthings,  may  pafs  within  this  Government  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rates  therein  mentioned,  with  Intereft,  to  be 
paid  annually,  at  Six  per  Cent .  Witnefs  my  Hand 
A.  B. 

C.  D. 

E.  F. 

And  whereas  Inconvenieocies  may  arife,  by  the  Receiver  Ge¬ 
neral's  liTuing  Notes  for  fmall  Sums,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver  General  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  not  to  iffue  any  Notes  for  a  lefs  Sum  than  Four  Pounds 
lawful  Money. 

A  true  Extra  A  from  the  Minutes , 

Samuel  Freeman,  Sec.  P.  T* 

To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  at  London. 

In  Provincial  Congrefs ,  Watertown,  April  26,  1775. 

“  SIR, 

C(  From  the  entire  Confidence  we  repofe  in  your  FaithfuJnefs  and 
Abilities,  we  coijlider  it  the  Happinefs  of  this  Colony,  that  the 
important  Trull  of  Agency  for  it,  in  this  Day  of  unequalled  Didrefs 
is  devolved  on  your  Hands,  and  we  doubt  not  your  Attachment  to 
the  Caufe  and  Liberties  of  Mankind  will  make  every  poflible  ex¬ 
ertion  in  our  Behalf,  a  Pleafure  to  you  ;  although  our  Circum- 
ilances  will  compel  us  often  to  interrupt  your  Repofe,  by  Mat¬ 
ters  that  will  furely  give  you  pain.  A  lingular  Inftance  hereof 
is  the  Occafion  of  the  prefent  Letter.  The  Contents  of  this 
Packet,  will  be  our  Apology  for  troubling  you  with  it, 

v  «  Fron* 
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r1 '  no^0n\  T?U  W1^  **ee  h°w  an(i  by  whom  we  are  at  laft 
mgcd  into  the  Horrors  of  a  moll  unnatural  War. 

a  Ml ,  Ur  £neAmieS’  We  fe,told’  have  difpatched  to  Great  Britain 
l'  ]T"n  ACCOUnt  f  the,  r^ragedy  they  have  begun;  to  pre- 
l  °';Cr;UOn  of  whlch  to  the  Public  Injury,  we  have  en- 

f$ed  th5  }  N  ,that  conveys  this  to  you,  as  a  Packet  in  the 
yerv.ce  of  this  Colony,  and  we  requeft  your  Affiftance  in  fupply- 

mgvaptam  Oerby  who  commands  her,  with  fuch  Neceffaries  as 
k  tnail  want,  on  the  Cred.t  of  your  Conftituents  in  Majfcchufetts - 

,  V  Lf  wc  T°ft  tirdently  wiih  that  the  feveral  Papers  herewith 
inciofed  may  be  immediately  printed  and  difperfed  through  every 

f0'1  1,1  ‘England,  and  efpec.ally  communicated  to  the  Lord 
J>lay or, ^  A.d  r.nen,  and  Council  of  the  City  of  London,  that  they 
may  taxe  tuch  Order  thereon,  as  they  may  think  proper.  And 
v  c  are  con;  dent  your  Fidelity  will  make  fuch  Improvement  of 
them,  as  fnall  convince  all,  who  are  not  determined  to  be  in 
everlahmg  Bhndnefs,  that  it  is  the  united  Efforts  of  both  Ene- 
lands, '  that  can  fave  either.  But  that  whatever  Price  our  Bre- 
tnrcn  m  the  one,  may  be  pleafed  to  put  on  their  Conftitutional 
jl.1  oerties,  we  are  authonfed  to  affure  you,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  other,  with  the  greateft  unanimity,  are  inflexibly  refolved 
to  lell  theirs  only  at  the  Price  of  their  Lives, 


Signed  by  Order  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs . 

Joseph  Warren,  Prefident ,  P .  71 
A  true  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes , 

Samuel  Freeman,  Sec.  P.  7. 

The  Depofitions  relative  to  the  commencement  of  Hoftilities 
sre  as  follows  : 

Lexington ,  April  25,  177- 
“  We  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Coring,  and  Elijah  Sander fon, 
all  of  lawful  age,  and  of  Lexington,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex 
and  Colony  of  the  Majfachufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  do  teftify 
and  declare,  that  on,  the  Evening  of  the  iSth  of  April  Infant 
being  on  the  Road  between  Concord  and  Lexington,  and  all  of  us 
mounted  on  Horfes,  we  were  about  Ten  of  the  Clock,  fudden ]y 
furprifed  by  Nine  Perfons,  whom  we  took  to  be  regular  Offi¬ 
cers,  who  rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  armed,  each  having  a 
Piftol  in  his  Eland,  and  after  putting  Piftols  to  our  Breads,  and 
feizing  the  Bridles  of  our  Horfes,  they  fwore,  if  we  iiirred  ano¬ 
ther  Hep,  we  ffiould  be  all  dead  Men,  upon  which  we  furrendered 
ourfelves.  They  detained  us  until  Two  o’clock  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing,  in  which  Time  they  fearched  and  greatly  abufed  us,  having 
fir  ft  enquired  about  the  Magazine  at  Concord,  whether  any 
Guards  were  poked  there,  and  whether  the  Bridges  were  up,  and 
laid  four  or  five  Regiments  of  Regulars  would  be  in  PofTeffion  of 

the 
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the  Stores  Toon.  They  then  brought  us  back  to  Lexington ,  cut 
the  Horfes  bridles  and  girths,  turned  them  loofe,  and  then  left 
us. 

Solomon  Brown, 

'  v  Jonathan  Loring , 

Elijah  Sanderfon A 
Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 
£<  I  Elijah  Sanderfon,  above  named,  do  further  teftify  and 
declare,  that  I  was  on  Lexington  Common,  the  Morning  of  the 
19th  of  April ,  aforefaid,  having  been  difmified  by  the  Officers 
abovementioned,  and  faw  a  large  body  of  regular  Troops  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  Lexington  Company,  many  of  whom  were  then 
difperling.  I  heard  one  of  the  Regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an 
Officer  fay,  “  Damn  them,  we  will  have  them,5’  and  immedi¬ 
ately  the  Regulars  Ihouted  aloud,  run  and  fired  upon  the  Lexing¬ 
ton  Company,  which  did  not  fire  a  gun  before  the  Regulars  dif- 
charged  on  them.  Eight  of  the  Lexington  Company  were  killed 
while  they  were  difperfing,  and  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
each  other,  and  many  wounded,  and  although  a  Spectator,  I 
narrowly  efcaped  -with  my  Life. 

Elijah  SanderfonA 
Lexington ,  A p r i/23,  1 7 7 5- 
“  I  Thomas  Rice  Willard ,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare, 
that  being  in  the  Houfe  of  Daniel  Harrington  of  faid  Lexington , 
on  the  19th  inflant  in  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  before 
fun-rife,  looked  out  at  the  Window  of  faid  Houfe,  and  faw  (as 
1  fuppofe)  about  four  hundred  Regulars  in  one  Body,  cominc* 
up  the  Road,  and  marched  towards  the  North  Part  of  the  Com¬ 
mon,  back  of  the  Meeting-houfe  of  faid  Lexington,  and  as  foon 
as  faid  Regulars  were  againft  the  Eaft  End  of  the  Meeting-houfe, 
the  Commanding  Officer  faid  fomething,  what  I  know  not,  but 
upon  that  the  Regulars  ran  till  they  came  within  about  Eight  or 
Nine  Rods  of  about  an  Hundred  of  the  Militia  of  Lexington,  who 
were  collected  on  faid  Common,  at  which  Time  the  Militia  of  Lex - 
ington  difperfed,  then  the  Officers  made  an  huzza,  and  the  Private 
Soldiers  fucceeded  them,  direftly  after  this,  an  Officer  rode  be¬ 
fore  the  Regulars  to  the  other  Side  of  the  Body,  and  hallooed 
after  the  Militia  of  faid  Lexington,  and  faid,  “  Lay  down  your 
Arms,  damn  you,  why  don’t  you  lay  down  your  Arms,”  and 
that  there  was  not  a  Gun  fired  till  the  Militia  of  Lexington  were 
difperfed,  and  further  faith  not. 

Thomas  Rice  Willard  A 
Lexington,  25//;  of  April,  J775. 

Simon  Winfhip,  of  Lexington,  in  the  County  of  Mi d die f ex, 
and  Province  of  MaJJ'achufetts-Bay,  New  England ,  being  of  law- 
fiij  Age,  teiiifietn  and  faith,  that  on  the  19th  of  April  mftant, 

about 
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p5°  J  °U^  °  111  *^ie  Morning,  as  he  was  paffing  the  public 

Road  in  fa  id  Lexington ,  peaceably  and  unarmed,  about  Two  Miles 
aiv  an  HaT  diftant  from  the  Meeting-houfe  in  faid  Lexingto?i, 
he  was  met  by  a  Body  of  the  King’s  regular  Troops,  and  being 
Hopped  by  fome  Officers  of  faid  Troops,  was  commanded  to  de¬ 
mount,  upon  a  Iking  why  he  mull  difmount,  he  was  obliged  by 
Force  to  quit  his  Horfe,  and  ordered  to  march  in  the  mid  ft  of 
the  Body,  and  being  examined  whether  he  had  been  warning  the 
Mmute  Men,  he  anfwered  No,  but  had  been  out,  and  was°then 
returning  to  his  Fathers.  Said  Winfbip  farther  teftifies,  that  he 
marched  with  faid  Troops,  till  he  cairn  within  about  Half-a- 
Qiiaiter  of  a  Mile  of  faid  Meeting-houit^  where  an  Officer  com¬ 
manded  the  Troops  to  halt,  and  then  to  Prime  and  Load,  this 
being  done,  tne  faid  Troops  marched  on  till  they  came  within  a 
few  Rods  of  Captain  Parker s  Company,  who  were  partly  col¬ 
lected  on  the  Place  of  Parade,  when  faid  W'mjloip  obferved  an 
Officer  at  the  Plead  of  faid  Troops,  flourifhing  his  Sword,  and 
with  a  loud  Voice  giving  the  Word  Fire,  Fire,  which  was  in- 
ftantly  followed  by  a  JDifcharge  of  Arms  from  faid  regular 
Troops,  and  faid  Ji/injhip  is  pofitive  and  in  the  molt  folemn  Man- 
nei  declaies,  that  there  was  no  IDifcharge  of  Arms  on  either  Side 
till  the  Word  Fire  was  given  by  faid  Officer  as  above. 

Simon  WinJhipP 

I 

Lexington ,  jdpril  25,  1775, 

“  I  John  Parker ,  of  lawful  Age,  and  Commander  of  the  Mi¬ 
litia  in  Lexington,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  Inflant, 
in  the  Morning,  about  one  of  the  Clock,  being  informed  that 
there  were  a  Number  of  regular  Officers  riding  up  and  down  the 
Road,  Hopping  and  infulting  People  as  they  paffed  the  Road  ; 
and  alfo  was  informed  that  a  Number  of  regular  Troops  were  on 
their  March  from  Bojion,  in  Order  to  take  the  province  Stores  at 
Concord,  ordered  our  Militia  to  meet  on  the  Common  in  faid  Lex¬ 
ington,  to  confult  what  to  do,  and  concluded  not  to  be  difeover- 
ed,  nor  meddle  or  make  with  faid  regular  Troops  (if  they  fhould 
Approach)  unlefs  they  fhould  infult  or  moleft  us; — and  upon 
their  bidden  Approach  I  immediately  ordered  our  Militia  to  dif- 
perfe  and  not  to  fire. —  Immediately  faid  Troops  made  their  Ap¬ 
pearance  and  rufhed  furioufly,  fired  upon  and  killed  eight  of  our 
Party,  without  receiving  any  Provocation  therefore  from  us. 

John  Parker .” 

Lexington,  Slpril  24,  1775. 

“  \  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  Age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  the  10th  Inft.  the  Company  under  the  Command  of  Captain 
John  Parker,  being  drawn  up  (fometime  before  Sun  rife)  on  the 
Green  or  Common,  and  I  being  in  the  Front  Rank,  there  fudden- 
ly  appeared  a  Number  of  the  King’s  Troops,  about  a  Thoufand 
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as  I  thought,  at  the  Diftance  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  Yards  from 
us  huzzaing,  and  on  a  quick  Pace  towards  us,  with  three  Offi¬ 
cers  in  their  Front  on  Horfe-back  and  on  full  Gallop  towards  us, 
the  Foremoft  of  which  cried,  throw  down  your  Arms  ye  Villains, 
ye  Rebels,  upon  which  faid  Company  difperfmg,  the  Foremoft  of 
the  three  Officers  ordered  their  Men,  faying  lire,  by  God  lire,  at 
which  Moment  we  received  a  very  heavy  and  dole  Fire  from  them, 
at  which  Inftant,  being  wounded  I  fell,  and  feveral  of  our  Men 
were  fhot  dead  by  me.  Capt.  Parker  s  Men  1  believe  had  not 

then  fired  a  Gun,  and  further  the  Deponent  faith  not. 

John  Robins  P 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 

“  We  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Jofeph  Abbot,  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex,  and  Colony  of  Majfachufetts - 
Bay,  in  New- England,  of  lawful  Age,  do  teftify  and  declare, 
that  on  the  Morning  of  the  19th  of  April  Inilant,  about  five 
o’clock  beinp-  on  Lexington  Common,  and  mounted  on  Horfes, 
we  faw  a  Body  of  regular  Troops  marching  up  to  the  Lexington 
Company,  which  was  then  difperfmg  :  Soon  after  the  Regulars 
fired,  firft  a  few  Guns,  which  we  took  to  be  Piftols,  from  fome  of 
the  Regulars  who  were  mounted  on  Holies,  and  tnen  the  faid 
Regulars  fired  a  Volley  or  two,  before  any  Guns  were  fired  by 
the  Lexington  Company  j  our  Florfes  immediately  ftuitvd,  and 
we  rode  off.  And  further  fay  not, 

Benjamin  Tidd, 
Jofeph  Abbot P 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775* 

ce  We  Nathaniel  Mullokin,  Philip  Rujfell,  Mofes  Harrington, 
jun.  Thomas  and  Daniel  Harrington,  William  Grimes,  William 
Tidd,  Ifaac  Raftings,  Jonas  Stone,  jun.  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus 
Harrington,  John* Chandler,  JoJhaa  Reed,  jun.  Jofeph ^  Simonds , 
Phineas  Smith,  John  Chandler,  jun.  Reuben  Cock,  Joel  Piles,  Na¬ 
than  Reed ,  Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin  Lock,  Thomas  Winfbip,  Simeon 
Snow,  John  Smith,  Mofes  Harrington  the  3d.  JoJhua  Reed,  Ebe- 
nezer  Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hornier , 
Ijaac  Green,  Phineas  Stearns,  Ifaac  Durant,  and  Thomas  Head- 
ley,  jun.  all  of  lawful  Age,  and  Inhabitants  of  Lexington,  in  the 
County  of  Middlefex,  and  Colony  of  the  Majfachiifetts-Bay ,  in 
New- England,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  of  April 
Inilant,  about  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  Morning,  being  inform¬ 
ed  that  feveral  Officers  of  the  Regulars  had  the  Evening  before 
been  riding  up  and  down  the  Road,  and  had  detained  and  mfult- 
ed  the  Inhabitants  puffing  the  fame ;  and  alfo  underftanding  that, 
a  Body  of.  Regulars  were  marching  from  B  oft  on  towards  Concord, 
with  intent  (as  it  was  fuppofed)  to  take 'the  Stores  belonging  to 
the  Colony  in  that  Town,  we  were  alarmed,  and  having  met  at 

the 
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tain  ?1  P  /  C°“Pany  s  Parade,  were  difmiffed  by  our  Cap- 

at  end^t  Ihe  R  T’  °l  P  with  0rders  to  b"  >-«dy  to 

that  abo  ,f  f  Bef  ,of  1  ht:  D™m:  We  further  teftify  and  declare, 

we  orocLl  t°  °A  u  p  M°rning’  bearing  our  Drum  beat, 

Bodv  of  T  adC’  and  f°°n  found  t^t  a  large 

.Body  ot  I  roops  were  marching  towards  us  :  Some  of  our  Com- 

whichWTirT,TngrUPt0  t  hC, Pan,de’  and  °thers  had  reached  it,  at 

were  tuled  on  th?TmPany  ^  “n  :  Whiift  our  Backs 

-  t'cie  turned  on  the  Troops  we  were  fired  on  by  them  and  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  our  Men  were  inftantly  killed  and  wounded.  Not  a  Gun 
yvas  tired  by  any  Perfon  in  our  Company  on  the  Regulars  to  our 

“•  ““  ,h'y  “nti"“d  «*  - 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  Deponents .” 

, :  «,« p.f,rf, 

Jonn  l,  tnjhtp ,  Solomon  Pierce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meeds,  John 
b  id  ey  jun.  Ebenezer  Bowman,  William  Munroe  the  3d,  Micah 
Eager,  Samuel  Saunderfon,  Samuel  Hajlings,  and  James  Brown, 

IfTrZ  »  e-C°“"ty  Middle/'*,  and  Colony  of  the 
IaJJac.hu/etts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  all  of  lawful  age, 

do  teftify  and  fay  that  on  the  Morning  of  the  Nineteenth 

ed  1lZ  N  K  X  °r  °r  Tw°  °’Clock’  beinS  hiform- 
ed,  that  a  Number  or  Regular  Officers  had  been  riding  up  and 

W  frh  T°l  K  eniug  3nd  Nl’Sht  Precedlng>  and  that 
1  ^  Inhab,t/r  as  they  were  Paffing>  had  been  infulted 

T  1  "e,  °*cers>  and  flopped  by  them;  and  being  alfo  informed, 
that  the  Regular  Troops  were  on  their  march  from  Bofion,  in 
order  as  (it  was  faid)  to  take  the  Colony  Stores,  then  depofited 
at  Concord,  vet  met  on  the  Parade  of  our  Company  in  this  Town  - 
.liter  the  Company  had  collefted,  we  were  ordered  by  Capt' 
Parker  (who  commanded  us)  to  difperfe  for  the  prefent,  and  to 
be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of  the  Drum,  and  accordingly  the 
Company  went  into  Houfes  near  the  Place  of  Parade.  We  fur¬ 
ther  teftify  and  fay,  that  about  Five  o’Clock  in  the  Morning 
we  attended  the  Beat  of  our  Drum,  and  were  formed  on  the  Pa¬ 
rade,  we  were  faced  towards  the  Regulars  then  marching  up  to 
us,  and  fome  of  our  Company  were  coming  to  the  Parade  with 
their  backs  towards  the  Troops,  and  others  on  the  Parade  be¬ 
gan  to  difperfe  when  the  Regulars  fired  on  the  Company  before  a 
Gun  was  fired  by  any  of  our  Company  on  them.  They  killed 
Eight  of  our  Company,  and  wounded  feveral,  and  continued 
their  lire,  until  we  had  all  made  our  efcape. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  Deponents .” 
Lexington ,  April  25,  1 7 y  r . 

I  Timotey  Smith ,  of  Lexington,  in  the  County  of  Middle - 
fcx>  ail<^  Colony  of  Mafachufetts  Bay ,  in  Blew  England,  being 
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of  lawful  Age,  do  tefiify  and  declare,  that  on  the  Morning  of  the 
nineteenth  of  April  inftant,  being  on  Lexington  Common  as  a 
Spectator,  I  faw  a  large  Body  of  regular  Troops  marching  up 
towards  the  Lexington  Company  then  difperfing,  and  likewife  faw 
the  regular  Troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  Company,  before  the 
latter  fired  a  Gun;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  Volley  was  dif- 
charged  at  me,  which  put  me  in  imminent  Danger  of  lofing  my 
JLife ;  I  foon  returned  to  the  Common  and  faw  Eight  of  the  Lex¬ 
ington  Men  who  were  killed,  and  lay  bleeding  at  a  confiderable 
Diftance  from  each  other ;  and  feveral  were  wounded,  and  further 
faith  not. 

* Timothy  Smith” 

Lexington,  April  25,  1 7  7  5 , 

We  Levi  Mead,  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of  Lexington, 
in  the  County  of  Middlefex ,  and  Colony  of  Majfachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  and  of  lawful  Age,  do  tefiify  and  declare,  that 
on  the  Morning  of  the  Nineteenth  of  April,  being  on  Lexington 
Commons,  as  Spectators,  we  faw  a  large  Body  of  regular  troops 
marching  up  towards  the  Lexington  Company,  and  fome  of  the 
Regulars  on  Horfes,  whom  we  took  to  be  Officers,  fired  a  Piftol 
or  two  on  the  Lexington  Company,  which  was  then  difperfing  : 
Thefe  were  the  firft  Guns  that  were  fired,  and  they  were  immedi¬ 
ately  followed  by  feveral  Vollies  from  the  Regulars,  by  which, 
eight  Men  belonging  to  faid  Company  were  killed,  and  feveral 
wounded. 

LeviH  arrington 
Levi  Mead .” 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775* 

<c  I  William  Draper,  of  lawful  Age,  and  an  Inhabitant  of  Col- 
rain,  in  the  County  of  Hampjloire ,  and  Colony  of  Majfachufetts - 
Bay,  in  New- England,  do  tefiify  and  declare,  that  being  on  the 
Parade  of  faid  Lexington,  April  19th  Inftant,  about  half  an  Hour 
before  1  Sunrife,  the  King’s  regular  Troops  appeared  at  the 
Meeting-houfe  of  Lexington .  Capt.  Parkers  Company,  who 
were  drawn  up  back  of  faid  Meeting-houfe  on  the  Parade  turned 
from  faid  Troops,  making  their  Efcape  by  difperling ;  in  the 
mean  Time  the  regular  Troops  made  an  Huzza  and  ran  towards 
Capt.  Parker  s  Company  who  were  difperfing,  and  immediately 
after  the  Huzza  was  made,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  faid 
Troops  (as  I  took  him)  gave  the  Command  to  the  faid  Troops 
fire  !  “  fire  !  damn  you  fire  !”  and  immediately  they  fired  before 
any  of  Captain  Parker' s  Company  fired,  I  then  being  within  three 
or  four  Rods  of  faid  regular  Troops  :  And  further  fay  not, 

'  William  Draper A 

M  Lexington , 
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cc  t  i  ..  Lexington ,  April  2$,  1775. 

t  .  .  ■0,jjas  FeJJenden ,  of  lawful  Age,  teftify  and  declare,  that 

VJ  a  a^ure  near  tae  Meeting-houfe,  at  faid  Lexington,  on 
^  uef  ay  aft,  at  about  half  an  Hour  before  Sunrife,  I  faw  a 
dumber  of  regular  Troops  pafs  fpeedily  by  faid  Meeting-houfe, 
on  their  Way  towards  a  Company  of  Militia  of  faid  Lexington, 
who  were  affembled  to  the  Number  of  about  one  hundred  in  a 
Company  at  the  Diftance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  Rods  from  faid 
Meeting-houfe  ;  and  after  they  had  patted  by  faid  Meeting-houfe, 
I  faw  tnree  Officers  on  Horfe-back  advance  to  the  Front  of  faid 
Regulars,  when-  one  of  them,  being  within  fix  Rods  of  the  faid 

M'ht?\  C,ned  v°nUt’  <C  dlfPerfe  y°u  Rebels  immediately ,”  on 
which  he  brandilhed  his  Sword  over  his  Head  three  times  ;  mean 

\\iii  e  tie  econd.  Oiiicer,  who  was  about  two  Rods  behind  him, 
rf  a  ,  0  ?  pointed  at  faid  Militia,  and  the  Regulars  kept  huz¬ 
zaing  ti  he  had  finiftied  brandiftiing  his  Sword,  and  when  he 
iad  thus,  finifhed  brandiftiing  his  Sword,  he  pointed  it  down  to- 
waras  faid  Militia,  and  immediately  on  which  the  faid  Regulars 
fired  a  Volley  at  the  Militia,  and  then  I  ran  off  as  fail  as  I  could, 
whde  they  continued  firing  till  I  got  out  of  their  Reach.  I  fur¬ 
ther  teftify,  that  as  foon  as  ever  the  Officer  cried  “  difperfe  you 
Rebels,’’  the  faid  Company  of  Militia  difperfed  every  Way  as  fall 
as  they  could,,  and  while  they  were  difperfing,  the  Regulars  kept 
firing  at  them  inceffantly.  And  further  faith  not. 

Thomas  FejfendenA 
Lincoln ,  April  23,  1775. 

“  I  John  Bateman,  belonging  to  the  fifty-fecond  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Jones,  on  Wednesday  Morning,  on  the 
19th  Day  of  April  in  ft  ant,  was  in  the  party  marching  to  Concord , 
being  at  Lexington,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex ,  being  nigh  the 
Meeting-houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  there  was  a  fmall  party  of  Men 
gathered  together  in  that  place,  when  our  faid  Troops  marched 
by,  and  I  teftify  and  declare,  that  I  heard  the  Word  of  Command 
given  to  the  Troops  to  fire,  and  fome  of  faid  Troops  did  fire,  and 
1  faw  one  of  faid  fmall  party  lay  dead  on  the  Ground  nioffi  faid 
Meeting-houfe;  and  I  teftify  that  I  never  heard  any  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  fo  much  as  fire  one  Gun  on  faid  Troops. 

John  BatemanP 
Lexington,  April 2 3 ,  1775, 

“  We  John  Hoar,  John  Whit  head,  Abraham  Garfield,  Benja¬ 
min  Munroe,  Ifaac  Parks,  William  Hofmer,  John  Adams,  Gregory 
Stone,  all  of  Lincoln,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex,  Majfachufetts- 
Bay,  all  of  lawful  Age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednefday  laft 
we  were  affemhled  at  Concord ,  in  the  Morning  of  faid  Day,  in 
Confequence  of  Information  received,  that  a  Brigade  of  regular 
Troops  were  on  their  March  to  the  faid  Town  of  Concord,  who 

.  s  had 
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had  killed  fix  Men  at  the  Town  of  Lexington  ;  about  an  Hour  af¬ 
terwards  we  faw  them  approaching,  to  the  Number,  as  we  ap¬ 
prehended,  of  about  twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  retreated  to  a 
Hill  about  eighty  Rods  back,  and  the  faid  Troops  then  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Hill,  where  we  were  firft  polled  ;  prefently  after  this 
we  faw  the  Troops  moving  towards  the  North-Bridge,  about  one 
Mile  from  the  faid  Concord  Meeting-houfe,  we  then  immediately 
went  before  them  and  palfed  the  Bridge  jull  before  a  party  of  them 
to  the  Number  of  about  two  hundred,  arrived  ;  they  there  left  a- 
bout  one  half  of  their  two  hundred  at  the  Bridge,  and  proceeded 
with  the  Reft  towards  Col.  Barrett's,  about  two  Miles  from  the 
faid  Bridge;  we  then  feeing  feveral  Fires  in  the  Town,  thought 
the  Houfes  in  Concord  were  in  Danger,  and  marched  towards  the 
faid  Bridge,  and  the  Troops  that  were  ftationed  there,  obferving 
our  Approach,  marched  back  over  the  Bridge  and  then  took  up 
fome  of  the  planks  ;  we  then  haftened  our  March  towards  the 
Bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the  Bridge  they  fired  on  our 
Men,  firft  three  Guns,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  confidera- 
ble  Number  more;  and  then,  and  not  before,  (having  Orders 
from  our  commanding  Officers  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upon) 
we  tired  upon  the  Regulars  and  they  retreated.  On  their  Retreat 
through  the  Town  of  Lexington  to  Charleftown ,  they  ravaged  and 
deftroyed  private  property,  and  burnt  three  Houfes,  one  Barn, 
and  one  Shop. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  Deponents.” 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

“  We,  Nathajt  Barrot ,  Captain  ;  Jonathan  Farrar,  Jofeph 
Butler ,  and  Francis  Wheeler ,  Lieutenants;  John  Barret,  Enfign; 
John  Brown,  Silas  Walker ,  Ephraim  Melvin ,  Nathan  Buttrick , 
Stephen  Hofmer,  jun.  Samuel  Barret ,  Thomas  Jones ,  Jofeph 
Chandler,  Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Edward  Richardfon , 
all  of  Concord,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex,  in  the  Province  of 
Majfachufetts-Bay,  of  lawful  Age,  teftify  and  declare,  that  on 
Wednefday  the  ninteeenth  Inftant,  about  an  Hour  after  Sun  rife  we 
alfembled  on  a  Hill  near  the  Meeting-houfe  in  Concord  aforefaid, 
in  Confequence  of  an  Information  that  a  Number  of  regular 
Troops  had  killed  fix  of  our  Countrymen  at  Lexington ,  and  were 
on  their  March  to  faid  Concord ;  and  about  an  Hour  afterwards  we 
faw  them  approaching,  to  the  Number,  as  We  imagine,  of  about 
twelve  hundred  ;  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  Hill  about  eighty 
Rods  back,  and  the  aforefaid  Troops  then  took  Polfeffion  of  a 
Hill  where  we  were  firft  polled.  Prefently  after  this  we  faw  them 
moving  towards  the  North  Bridge,  about  one  Mile  from  faid 
Meeting-houfe,  we  then  immediately  went  before  them,  and  puf¬ 
fed  the  Bridge  juft  before  a  Party  of  them,  to  the  Number  of  a- 
bout  two  hundred,  arrived.  They  there  left  about  one  half  of 
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tliefe  two  hundred  at  the  Bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the  Reft  to- 
wards  Colonel  Barret's ,  about  two  Miles  from  the  faid  Bridge. 
We  then  feeing  feveral  Fires  in  the  Town,  thought  our  Houles 
were  in  Danger,  and  immediately  marched  back  towards  faid 
ri  ge,  and  the  Troops  who  were  ftationed  there,  obferving  our 
Approach,  marched  back  over  the  Bridge,  and  then  took  up  fome 
of  the  Planks.  We  then  haftened  our  Steps  towards  the  Bridge, 
and  when  we  had  got  near  the  Bridge,  they  fired  on  our  Men, 
firft  three  Guns  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  conliderable  Num¬ 
ber  moie  .  Upon  which,  and  not  before,  (having  Orders  from 
oui  Commanding  Officer  not  to  lire  till  we  were  fired  upon)  we 
iiied  upon  the  Regulars,  and  they  retreated.  At  Concord  and  on, 
their  Retreat  through  Lexington,  they  plundered  many  Houfes, 
burnt  three  at  Lexington ,  together  with  a  Shop  and  Barn,  and 
committed  Damage  more  or  lefsto  almoft  every  Houfe  from  Con¬ 
cord  to  CharleJJo'iun. 

Signed  by  the  above  Deponents. 

“  We,  Jofeph  Butler  and  Ephraim  IVLelvin,  do  teftify  and  de¬ 
clare,  that  when  the  regular  Troops  fired  upon  our  People  at  the 
North  Bridge  in  Concord ,  as  related  in  the  foregoing  Depofitions, 
they  fhot  one,  and  we  believe  two,  of  our  People,  before  we  fired 
a  fingle  Gun  at  them. 

Jofeph  Butler, 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775.  Ephraim  Melvin.” 

Concord,  April  23,  1775. 

“  I  Timothy  Minot ,  jun.  of  Concord,  on  the  nineteenth  Day  of 
this  Inftant,  April,  after  that  I  had  heard  of  the  regular  Troops 
firing  upon  Lexington  Men,  and  fearing  that  Hoftilities  mio-ht  be 
committed  at  Concord ,  thought  it  my  incumbent  Duty  to  fecure 
my  Family. — After  I  had  fecured  my  Family,  fome  Time  after 
that,  returning  towards  my  own  Dwelling,  and  finding  that  the 
Bridge  on  the  North  Part  of  faid  Concord  was  guarded  by  regular 
Troops,  being  a  Speftator  of  what  had  happened  at  faid  Bridge, 
declare,  that  the  regular  Troops  ftationed  on  faid  Bridge,  after 
they  faw  the  Men  that  were  colle&ed  on  the  Wefterly  Side  of  faid 
Bridge  marched  towards  faid  Bridge  then  the  Troops  returned 
towards  the  Eafterly  Side  of  faid  Bridge  and  formed  themfelves, 
as  I  thought,  for  regular  Fight :  after  that  they  fired  one  Gun, 
then  two  or  three  more,  before  the  Men  that  were  ftationed  on  the 
Wefterly  Part  of  faid  Bridge  fired  upon  them. 

Timothy  Minot,  jun. 

Lexington,  April .33,  1775. 

“  I,  James  Barrett,  of  Concord,  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  of  Mi¬ 
litia  in  the  County  of  Middlefex,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednef- 
day  Morning  laft,  about  Day  break,  i  was  informed  of  the  Ap¬ 
proach  of  a  Number  of  the  regular  Troops  to  the  Town  of  Con¬ 
nor  d,  where  were  fome  Magazines  belonging  to  this  Province, 

when 
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when  there  was  afiembled  fome  of  the  Militia  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Towns,  I  ordered  them  to  march  to  the  North 
Bridge  (fo  called)  which  they  had  puffed  and  were  taking  up.  I 
ordered  faid  Militia  to  march  to  laid  Bridge  and  pafs  the  fame, 
but  not  to  fire  on  the  King’s  Troops  unlels  they  were  firft  bred 
upon.  We  advanced  near  faid  Bridge,  when  the  fan!  troops 
fired  upon  our  Militia  and  killed  two  Men  dead  on  the  Spot,  and 
wounded  feveral  others,  which  was  the  firft  Firing  of  Guns  in  the 
Town  of  Concord:  My  Detachment  then  returned  the  Fire, 

wrhich  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the  King’s  Troops. 

James  Barrett .” 

1 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

'  «e  We,  Bradbury  Robinfon ,  Samuel  Spring ,  Thaddeus  Bancroft, 
all  of  Concord  ;  and  James  Adams ,  of  Lexington ,  all  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex ,  all  of  lawful  Age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
Wednefday  Morning  laft,  near  ten  of  the  Clock,  we  faw  near  one 
hundred  of  the  regular  Troops,  being  in  the  Town  of  Concord  at 
the  North  Bridge  in  faid  Town  (fo  called)  and  having  paffed  the 
fame  they  were  taking  up  faid  Bridge,  when  about  three  hundred 
of  our  Militia  were  advancing  toward  faid  Bridge,  in  Order  to 
pafs  faid  Bridge,  when,  without  faying  any  Thing  to  us,  they 
difcharged  a  Number  of  Guns  on  us,  which  killed  two  Men  dead 
on  the  Spot,  and  wounded  feveral  others  :  when  we  returned  the 
Fire  on  them,  which  killed  two  of  them  and  wounded  feveral, 
which  was  the  Beginning  of  Hofb  ilities  in  the  Town  of  Concord. 

Bradbury  Robinfon , 
Samuel  Spring, 

\ Thaddeus  Bancroft, 
James  Adams.” 

Worcefer,  April  26,  1775. 

“  Hannah  Bradif:,  of  that  Part  of  Cambridge,  called  Menoto - 
rny,  and  Daughter  of  Timothy  Paine,  of  Worcefer,  in  the  County 
of  Worcefer,  Efq;  of  lawful  Age,  teflifies  and  fays,  That  about 
five  o’clock  on  Wednefday  laft,  Afternoon,  being  in  her  Bed¬ 
chamber,  with  her  infant  Child,  about  eight  Days  old,  fne  was 
furprifed  by  the  Firing  of  the  King’s  Troops  and  our  People,  on 
their  Return  from  Concord.  She  being  weak  and  unable  to  go 
out  of  her  Houfe,  in  Order  to  fecure  herfelt  and  Family,  they  all 
retired  into  the  Kitchen,  in  the  back  Part  of  the  Houfe.  She 
foon  found  the  Houfe  furrounded  with  the  King’s  Troops;  that 
upon  Obfervation  made,  at  leaft  feventy  Bullets  were  (hot  into  the 
front  Part  of  the  Houfe  ;  feveral  Bullets  lodged  in  the  Kitchen 
were  fhe  was,  and  one  pafted  through  an  eaiy  Chair  (he  had  juft 
gone  from.  The  Door  of  the  front  Part  of  the  Houfe  was  broke 
open  ;  fhe  did  not  fee  any  Soldiers  in  the  Houfe,  but  fuppofed, 
by  the  Noife,  they  were  in  the  Front.  After  the  Troops  had 
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Province  of  the  ?  7/_  ^  Hannah  Bradijh . 

Majfackufetts-Bay ,3  orcejter ,  IT.  April  26,  1775. 

beforfu8;  I!\TiJrfJh'  the  ab0ve  DeP°n«t  maketh  Oath 
Peace  for  ti  e  /  T  °f  his  MaJefty’s  J^ces  of  the 

Which  DenofC  a-riinS-t0  hCr  beft  Recoll<^°".  «  the  Truth. 
Which  Depofition  is  taken  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam. 

' Thomas  Steel, 
Timothy  Paine  P 

I  James  Marr,  of  lawful  Age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  In  the 
Evening  of  the  eighteenth  Inftant,  I  received  Orders  from  George 
Hutch, nfon,  Adjutant  of  the  fourth  Regiment  of  the  regultr 
1  roops  Rationed  at  Bofon,  to  prepare  and  march  :  To  which  Or- 

<'ier/^r?tten<^eC^  an<^  marc^ie<^  to  Concord,  where  I  was  ordered  by 
an  Officer  with  about  one  hundred  Men,  to  guard  a  certain  Bridge 
there  while  attending  that  Service,  a  Number  of  People  came  a- 
in  Order,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  crofs  faid  Bridge,  at  which  Time 
a  Number  of  the  regular  Proops  firft  fired  upon  them. 


James  Marr . 

Medford,  April  25,  1775. 

I,  Pd<wa}d  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  M^ajefty’s  own  Regiment 
of  Foot,  being  of  lawful  Age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the" 
Evening  of  the  eighteenth  Inftant,  under  the  Orders  of  General 
Gage,  I  embarked  with  the  light  Infantry  and  Grenadiers  of  the 
Line,  commanded  byfColonel  Smith ,  and  landed  on  the  Marfties 
of  Cambridge ,  from  whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington  ;  on  our 
Arrival  at  that  Place,  we  faw  a  Body  of  provincial  Troops  armed, 
to  the  Number  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  Men,  on  our  Approach 
they  difperfed  and  foon  after  firing  began,  but  which  Party  fired 
firft  I  cannot  exa&ly  fay,  as  our  Troops  rulhed  on  ftiouting,  and 
huzzaing,  previous  to  the  Firing,  which  was  continued  by  our 
Troops  fo  long  as  any  of  the  Provincials  were  to  be  feen.  From 
thence  we  marched  to  Concord,  on  a  Hill  near  the  Entrance  of  the 
Town,  we  faw  another  Body  of  Provincials  aflembled,  the  light 
Infantry  Companies  were  ordered  up  the  Hill  to  difperfe  them  ; 
on  our  Approach  they  retreated  towards  Concord  ;  the  Grenadiers 
continued  the  Road  under  the  Hill  towards  the  Town.  Six  Com¬ 
panies  of  light  Infantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  Pofleffion  of 
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the  Bridge  which  the  Provincials  retreated  over  ;  the  Company  I 
commanded  was  one,  three  Companies  of  the  above  Detachment 
went  forwards  about  two  Miles ;  in  the  mean  Time  the  provincial 
Troops  returned,  to  the  Number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  : 
We  drew  up  on  the  Concord  Side  of  the  Bridge,  the  Provincials 
came  down  upon  us,  upon  which  we  engaged  and  gave  the  firft 
Fire  ;  this  was  the  firft  Engagement  after  the  one  at  Lexington  ;  a 
continued  Firing  from  both  Parties  lafted  through  the  whole  Day; 
I  myfelf  was  wounded  at  the  Attack  of  the  Bridge,  and  am  now 
treated  with  the  greateft  Humanity,  and  taken  all  poffible  Care  of 
by  the  Provincials  at  Medford . 

Edward  Thoroton  Gould ,  Lieut. 

King’s  own  Regiment. 

Province  of  Majfachnfetts  -  Bay,  7 

Middlefex  County  >  April  25,  1775*  5 
<£  Lieut.  ! Thoroton  Gould ,  aforenamed,  perfonally  made  Oath 
to  the  Truth  of  the  foregoing  Declaration  by  him  fubfcribed,  be¬ 
fore  us, 

Thad ’.  Majfon ,  Jofiah  Johnfon ,  Simon  Tufts ,  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  County  aforefaid,  Quorum  unus . 

Province  of  Maffachufetf s-Bay,  Charlefown^  fT* 

<c  I,  Natha?iiel  Gorham ,  Notary  and  Tabellion  Public,  by 
lawful  Authority  duly  admitted  and  fworn,  hereby  certify,  to  all 
whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  That  Thadeus  Mafon ,  Jofiah  John - 
fon ,  and  Simon  Tujts ,  Efqrs:  are  three  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  ( Quorum  unus J  for  the  County  of  Middlefex  ;  and  that 
full  Faith  and  Credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  Tranfac- 
tions  as  fuch,  both  in  Court  and  out.  In  Witnefs  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  affixed  my  Name  and  Seal,  this  twenty  fxth  Day  of  A- 
pril ,  Anno  Domini s  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five. 

Nathaniel  Gorham ,  Notary  Public.”  (L.S.) 

(All  the  above  Depofitions  are  fworn  to  before  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  and  duly  attefted  by  Notaries  Public,  in  Manner  of  the 
laft  one.) 

.  N ...  ^ 

In  Provincial  Congrefs ,  Watertown,  April  26,  1775. 

To  the  Inhabitants  Great-Britai  n. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Subjects, 

“  Hostilities  are  at  length  commenced  in  this  Colony  by 
the  Troops  under  the  Command  of  General  Gage ,  and  it  being  of 
the  greateft  Importance,  that  an  early,  true,  and  authentic  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  inhuman  Proceeding  fhoukl  be  known  to  you,  the 
Congrefs  of  this  Colony  have  tranfmitted  the  fame,  and  from  want 
of  a  Seffion  of  the  Hon.  Continental  Congrefs,  think  it  proper  to 
addrefs  you  on  the  alarming  Occafion. 

“  By 
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“  By  the  cleareft  Depofitions  relative  to  this  Tranfadfon,  it 
wi  appear  that  on  the ^Night  preceding  the  nineteenth  of  April  in- 
ltant,  a  Body  of  the  King’s  Troops,  under  the  Command  of  Col. 
bmitn,  were  fecretly  landed  at  Cambridge ,  with  an  apparent  De- 
hgn  to  take  or  deftroy  the  Military  and  other  Stores  provided  for 
the  Defence  of  tins  Colony,  and  depohted  at  Concord,  That  feme 
Inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  on  the  Night  aforefaid,  whilft  travel¬ 
ling  peaceably  on  the  Road  between  Bofton  and  Concord,  were  feiz- 
ed  and  greatly  abufed  by  armed  Men,  who  appeared  to  be  Officers 
of  General  Gage's  Army,  that  the  Town  of  Lexington  by  thefe 
Means  was  alarmed,  and  a  Company  of  the  Inhabitants  muftered 
on  the  Occafion.  That  the  regular  Troops,  on  their  Way  to  Con- 
totd,  matched  into  the  faid  Town  of  Lexington ,  and  the  faid 
Company  on  their  Approach  began  to  difperfe. — -That  notwith¬ 
standing  this,  the  Regulars  rulhed  on  with  great  Violence  and 
m  ft  began  Hoftihties,  by  firing  on  faid  Lexington  Company, 
whereby  they  killed  eight  and  wounded  feveral  others. — That  the 
Regulars  continued  their  Fire  until  thofe  of  faid  Company,  who 
were  neither  killed  nor  wounded,  had  made  their  Efcape. — That 
Col.  Smith  with  the  Detachment  then  marched  to  Concord y  where 
a  Number  of  Provincials  were  again  fired  on  by  the  Troops,  two 
of  them  killed  and  feveral  wounded,  before  the  Provincials  fired 
on  them,  and  that  thefe  hoftile  Meafures  of  the  Troops  produced 
an  Engagement  that  lafted  through  the  Day,  in  which  many  of 
the  Provincials,  and  more  of  the  regular  Troops  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

“To  give  a  particular  Account  of  the  Ravages  of  the  Troops, 
as  they  retreated  from  Concord  to  Char  left  own,  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  not  impracticable ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  a  great 
Number  of  the  Houfes  on  the  Road  were  plundered  and  rendered 
unfit  for  Ufe;  feveral  were  burnt;  Women  in  Child-bed  were 
driven,  by  the  Soldiery,  naked  into  the  Streets  ;  old  Men  peace¬ 
ably  in  their  Houfes  were  fhot  dead  ;  and  fuch  Scenes  exhibited  as 
would  difgrace  the  Annals  of  the  molt  uncivilized  Nations. 

“  Thefe,  Brethren,  are  Marks  of  minifterial  Vengeance  againft: 
this  Colony,  for  refilling,  with  her  Sifter  Colonies,  a  Submiffion 
to  Slavery  ;  but  they  have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  Royal 
Sovereign.  We  profefs  to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  Subjects,  and 
fo  hardly  dealt  with  as  we  have  been  are  ftill  ready,  with  our 
Dives  and  Fortunes,  to  defend  his  Perfon,  Family,  Crown,  and 
Dignity.  Neverthelefs,  to  the  Perfecution  and  Tyranny  of  his 
cruel  Miniftry  we  will  not  tamely  fubmit — appealing  to  Heaven 
lor  the  Juftice  of  our  Caufe,  we  determine  to  die  or  be  free. 

<£  We  cannot  think  that  the  Honour,  Wildom,  and  Valour  of 
Britons  will  fuffer  them  to  be  long  inadftive  Speculators  of  Meafures, 
in  which  they  themfelves  are  fo  deeply  interefted. — Meafures  pur- 
fued  in  Oppolition  to  the  folemu  Protefts  of  many  noble  Lords, 
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and  expreffed  Senfe  of  confpicuous  Commoners,  whofe  Knowlege 
and  Virtue  have  long  characterized  them  as  fome  of  the  greateft 
Men  in  the  Nation. — Meafures  executing  contrary  to  the  Intereft, 
Petitions  and  Refolves  of  many  large,  refpectable  and  opulent 
Counties,  Cities,  and  Boroughs  in  Great- Britain . — Meafures 
highly  incompatible  with  Juftice,  but  ft  ill  purfued  with  a  fpecious 
Pretence  of  ealing  the  Nation  of  its  Burthens. — Meafures,  which 
if  fuccefsful,  muft  end  in  the  Ruin  and  Slavery  of  Britain ,  as 
well  as  the  perfecuted  American  Colonies. 

“  We  fincerely  hope,  that  the  Great  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe, 
who  hath  fo  often  appeared  for  the  Enghfh  Nation,  will  fupport 
you  in  every  rational  and  manly  Exertion  with  thefe  Colonies, 
for  faving  it  from  Ruin  ;  and  that  in  a  conftitutional  Connection 
with  the  Mother  Country,  we  fhall  foon  be  altogether  a  free  and 
happy  People,. 

Per  Order , 

Joseph  Warren,  Prejident ,  P.  TP 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  have  the  above  Depofitions  and 
the  Aadrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great- Britain  publifhed. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday 
next  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
Con  fide  ration  the  State  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of 
Majfach  ufetts  -  Bay  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  To-morrow  at  ten  o’clock,  and  from  thence  to 
Saturday. 

Saturday,  May  13,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Doctor  Ly?nan  Hall  attend¬ 
ed  at  the  Door  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Parifh  of  St.  John's ,  in 
the  Colony  of  Georgia ,  and  delired  to  know  whether,  as  fuch,  he 
may  be  admitted  to  this  Congrefs. 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  he  be  admitted  as  a  Delegate 
from  the  Parifh  of  St.  Johns,  in  the  Colony  of  Georgia,  fubjecft 
to  fuch  Regulations  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  determine,  relative  to 
his  Voting. 

Mr.  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted,  produced  his 
Credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

tc  To  the  honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  defigned  to  he 
held  at  Philadelphia  on  May,  A.  D.  1775* 

<c  The  Addrefs  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifo  of  St.  Johns,  in  the 

Province  of  Georgia, 

“  Gentlemen, 

“To  give  a  particular  Detail  of  our  many  Struggles  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty,  the  many  Meetinp-s  thereby  occasioned  and 
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liekl  in  this  Pariih,  the  Endeavours  we  have  ufed  to  induce  the 
Rcit  of  this  Province  to  concur  with  us,  the  Attendance  of  our 
Committee  on  the  provincial  Conventions  held  at  Savannah  in  this 
Province,  and  particularly  that  of  the  18th  of  January  lad,  with 
their  Proceedings,  and  the  Reafons  of  our  Dilfent  from  them,  we 
think  would  be  tedious  to  you,  and  therefore  fend  a  fummary  Ab- 
ilracf,  which,  with  the  Account,  that  may  be  given  by  Lyman 
Hall ,  Efq;  appointed  a  Delegate  to  reprefent  and  a&  for  this 
Pariih  in  the  General  Continental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  in  May 
next,  and  tne  Eedimomes  or  the  Honourable  Delegates  from 
South -Carolina,  we  hope  will  be  fatisfa&ory. 

Immediately  upon  our  being  honoured  with  an  Anfwer  to 
the  Reprefentation  of  our  Cale  tranfmitted  to  the  Honourable 
C  ongrefs,  which  fat  at  Philadelphia  1  aft  Year,  with  a  C  opy  of  the 
AfTociation  there  entered  into,  we  had  a  Meeting,  and  our  Pro¬ 
ceedings  then  and  fmee  that  Time,  will  in  brief  appear  from  the 
following  Abdracts  of  an  Addrefs  from  this  Parifh  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correfpondencc  in  Charles -Town,  South- Carolina ,  which 
is  as  follows  : 

‘  Gentlemen , 

c  PIerewith  will  be  communicated  to  you,  the  feveral  Steps 
taken  by  this  Pariih  in  their  Endeavours  to  conform,  as  near  as 
polfible,  to  the  Refolutions  entered  into  by  the  other  Colonies  : 
and  tne  particular  Mieafures  now  adopted,  for  carrving  into  Exe¬ 
cution  the  Continental  AtTociation,  which  we  embraced  the  ear? 
liell  Opportunity  of  acceding  to,  by  fubferibing  it ;  on  Condition 
that  1  raoe  and  Commerce  with  the  other  Colonies  be  continued  to 
us  tne  Subfcribers  ;  and  thereupon  Ihould  have  immediately  fent 
to  you  for  your  Approbation  and  Indulgence,  but  were  delayed 
by  a  Summons  to  attend  a  Provincial  Congrefs  in  Savannah ,  on 
the  1 8th  of  January  laid,  for  the  Purpofe,  as  we  underdood,  of  a. 
general  AfTociation  with  the  other  Colonies,  and  chuling  Dele¬ 
gates :  At  which  Time  and  Place  we  attended,  and  acquainted 
the  other  Panfries  affembled  on  that  Occalion,  that  we  had  alrea¬ 
dy  acceeded  to  the  general  AfTociation,  on  Condition,  as  above- 
mentioned,  and  earnedly  requeued  them  to  do  the  fame.  Had 
they  acceeded  fully  to  the  general  Alfociation,  we  Ihould  have  had 
no  Occafion  to  trouble  you  with  this  Addrefs  ;  but  as  they  did 
not,  we  now  apply  to  you,  to  admit  us  the  Subfcribers  to  an  Al¬ 
liance  with  you,  requelling  that  you  will  allow  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce  to  be  continued  to  us,  the  fame  to  be  conducted  under  fuch 
Regulations  and  Redriclions,  as  fhall  be  confident  with  the  Con¬ 
tinental  AfTociation,  and  which  on  our  Part  we  engage  with  all 
pofiible  Care  to  keep  inviolate.  As  we  of  this  Pariih  are  a  Body 
detached  from  the  Red  (i.  e.  of  this  Province)  by  our  Refolu- 
ponSj  and  fuiuciently  didindl  by  iocal  Situation,  large  enough  for 
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particular  Notice,  adjoining  a  particular  Port,  and  in  that  Re- 
fpedt,  capable  of  conforming  to  the  general  Aflbciation,  if  con* 
ne&ed  with  you,  with  the  fame  Fidelity  as  a  diftant.  Parifh  of 
your  own  Province;  we  mud  be  confldered  as  comprehended 
within  the  Spirit  and  equitable  Meaning  of  the  Continental  Aflb- 
ciation,  and  hope  you  will  not  condemn  the  Innocent  with  the 
Guilty,  efpecially  when  a  due  Separation  is  made  between  them. 

8  Give  us  Leave  to  add  only,  that  we  wait  your  Anfwer,  fhall 
be  glad  of  your  Advice,  and  are,  with  Efteem, 

8  Gentlemen, 

8  Yours,  & cd 

St,  John's,  <yth 
February ,  1775* 

To  which  we  received  the  following  Anfwer . 

8  Gentlemen . 

8  Your  Letter,  accompanying  fundry  Papers,  having  been  laid 
before  a  very  full  Committee  of  this  Colony,  and  undergone  the 
mod  mature  Deliberation  :  I  am  by  their  Defire  to  acquaint 
you,  that  they  have  the  highed  Senfe  of  your  arduous  Struggles 
in  favour  of  the  common  Caufe  of  America ;  and  mod  fincerely 
lament  your  prefent  unhappy  Situation  :  But  would  recommend  a 
Continuance  of  your  laudable  Exertions,  and  the  laying  a  State 
of  your  Cafe  before  the  enfuing  Continental  Congrefs,  as  the 
only  Means  of  obtaining  Relief,  and  to  put  you  in  the  Situation 
you  wifh,  which  this  Committee  apprehend  to  be  entirely  out  of 
their  Power  to  do  ;  as  it  is  their  Opinion,  that  the  Parifh  of  St, 
John ,  being  a  Part  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia  (which,  by  not  ac- 
ceeding  to,  has  violated  the  Continental  Aflbciation)  falls  under 
the  14th  Article  of  the  faid  Aflbciation,  no  Part  of  which  any 
Committee  can  prefume  to  do  away,  Sccl 

88  Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Anfwer,  it  was  ferioufly  confldered 
in  what  Manner  to  conduct  in  the  prefent  Situation  ;  and  propofed 
whether  we  fhould  immediately  break  off  all  Connexion  and  Com¬ 
merce  with  Savannah  and  all  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
who  have  not  fully  acceeded  to  the  Continental  Aflbciation. 

88  It  was  confldered,  that  as  we  were  denied  Commerce  with 
any  other  Colony,  and  but  one  Merchant  among  us  confiderable 
for  dry  Goods  had  flgned  our  Aflbciation,  and  he  infufficient  for 
a  prefent  Supply,  and  we  utterly  unable  at  prefent  to  procure 
Materials  or  Manufactures  for  Cloathing  among  ourf  elves,  we 
muff,  by  fuch  a  Refolution  become  extremely  miierable  ;  it  was 
therefore  concluded,  that  till  we  could  obtain  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce  with  fome  other  Colony,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  in  fome  Refpe&s  with  our  own,  and  determined  that  it  be 
carried  on  under  the  following  Regulations. 

88  1.  That  none  of  us  (hall  diretffly  or  indirectly  purchafe  any 
Slave  imported  at  Savannah,  (large  Numbers  cf  which  we  under* 
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fland  are  there  expected,)  till  the  Senfe  of  the  Congrefs  fhd.ll  be 
made  known  to  us. 

2.  That  we  will  not  trade  at  all  with  any  Merchant  at  Sa¬ 
vannah  or  el fe where,  that  will  not  join  in  our  affociating  Agree- 
ment,  otherwife  than  under  the  Infpe&ion  of  a  Committee  for 
that  Purpofe  appointed,  and  for  fuch  things  only  as  they  fhall 
judge  neceffary,  and  when  they  fhall  think  there  are  neceffary 
Reafons  for  fo  doing. 

<(  A  Committee  was  then  nominated,  and  appointed  to  fit  week¬ 
ly  on  Thurfdays ,  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid. 

“  It  was  then  refolved  that  a  Delegate  be  fent  from  this  Parifh 
to  the  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  and  that 
fuefday  the  2  ill  of  March  be  appointed  for  chufing  one. 

“  On  tlm  faid  2  ill  of  JVIarch ,  at  a  full  Meeting,  Ly  man  Hally 
Efq;  was  unanimously  chofen  to  reprefent  and  a&  for  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Parifh,  as  a  Delegate,  at  the  general  Congrefs  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  who  are  determined  faithfully 
to  adhere  to,  and  abide  by,  the  determination  of  him  and  the  o« 
ther  honourable  Members  of  the  fame. 

Signed  hy  order  of  the  Inhabitants , 
^Daniel  Roberts,  and  twenty  others  > 
Members  of  the  Committee 

Midway ,  St.  John  s  Parijhy  in  the  Province  of  Georgia , 
l^th  April,  A.  D.  1775.” 

A  Petition  from  the  County  of  Frederic ,  in  Virginia ,  addrefled 
to  the  Congrefs,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Agreed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Monday . 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  May  15,17 75, 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Befides  thofe  who  met  at  the  opening  of  the  Congrefs,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Members  attended;  from  New-York ,  Mr.  Jay>  Mr.  Wifner , 
Mr.  Schuyler ,  Mr.  Clinton ,  Mr.  Morris ,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Living f  on; 
from  Pentfylvania ,  Mr.  JVilfon;  from  Maryland ,  Mr.  Stone ,  and 
Mr.  Goldjhorough. 

Upon  Motion ,  Agreed,  That  the  Secretary  be  allowed  to  em¬ 
ploy  Timothy  Matlack  as  a  Clerk,  he  having  firll  taken  an  Oath  or 
Affirmation  to  keep  fecret  the  Tranfaclions  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
may  be  entrulled  to  him,  or  may  come  to  his  Knowledge. 

The  City  and  County  of  New -York  having,  through  the  De¬ 
legates  of  that  Province,  applied  to  Congrefs  for  Advice  how  to 
condudl  themfelves  with  regard  to  the  Troops  expelled  there,  the 
Congrefs  took  the  matter  into  conlideration.  During  their  deli¬ 
berations,  it  became  neceffary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Congrefs 
by  Colonies,  upon  which  a  Quellion  arofe,  whether  the  Dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Parilh  of  St.  John  s,  in  the  Colony  of  Georgia ,  could 
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be  admitted  to  Vote.  After  fome  debate  on  this  Queftion,  the 
Delegate  from  that  Pariffi  arofe,  and  after  obferving,  that  the  pre- 


fent  diftrefsful  Situation  of  American  Affairs  had  induced  a  neceffi- 
ty  of  this  Congrefs,  which  was  compofed  of  Delegates  reprefent- 
ing  whole  Colonies  ;  that  as  he  did  not  reprefent  a  Colony,  but 
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only  a  part,  he  did  not  infill  on  giving  a  Vote  as  a  Colony,  but 
was  contented  to  hear  and  affift  in  the  Debates,  and  to  give  his 
Vote  in  all  Cafes,  except  when  the  Sentiments  of  the  Congrefs 
were  taken  by  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  Matter  re¬ 
ferred  to  them  ;  during  the  Debate  Samuel  Ward ,  Efq.  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  Rhode- IJland,  appeared  and  produced  his  Creden¬ 
tials,  which  being  read*  were  approved,  and  are  as  follows: 


By  the  Honourable  the  General  Affembly  of  the  English 


Colony  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantations, 
in  New-England,  in  America. 


To  the  Hon .  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq,  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward, Efq. 
Greeting * 


Whereas  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Colony  aforefaid,  have 
nominated  and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins'  and  Samu¬ 


el  Ward ,  to  reprefent  the  People  of  this  Colony  in  a  General  Con¬ 
grefs  of  ReprefentativevS  from  this  and  the  other  Colonies,  to  be 


holden  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  and  there  in  behalf  of  this  Co¬ 


lony,  to  meet  and  join  with  the  Commiffioners  or  Delegates  from 
the  other  Colonies,  in  confulting  upon  proper  Meafures  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  feveral  Adis  of  the  Britijfh  Parliament,  for  levying 
Taxes  upon  hisMajefty’s  Subjedls  in  America  without  their  con  fen  tg 
and  upon  proper  Meafures  to  eftablifh  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of* 
the  Colonies  upon  a  juft  and  folid  Foundation,  agreeable  to  the 
Inffrudlions  given  you  by  the  General  Affembly. 

By  Virtue  of  an  Adi  of  the  General  Affembly,  I  Henry  Ward , 
Efq;  Secretary  of  the  faid  Colony,  have  hereunto  fet  my  Hand 
and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  faid  Colony,  this  feventh  Day  of  May , 
A.  D.  1775,  an<^  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  moft 
facred  Majeffy  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great-Britain ,  &c. 

( Signed )  Henry  Ward. 

The  Matter  under  Confideration  being  refumed,  the  Congrefs 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the  Prefent,  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  New  York ,  that  if  the  Troops,  which  are  expedled, 
fhould  arrive,  the  faid  Colony  adl  on  the  Defenfive,  fo  long  as 
may  be  confident  with  their  Safety  and  Security  ;  that  the 
Troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Barracks,  fo  long  as  they 
behave  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  buffered  to  e- 
redl  Fortifications,  or  take  any  fteps  for  cutting  off  the  Communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Town  and  Country,  and  that  if  they  commit 
Hoftilities  or  invade  private  Property,  the  Inhabitants  fhould  de¬ 


fend 


10 


Journals  of  Congress." 


's^nc  themielves  and  their  Property,  and  repel  Force  by  Force 
*'  ^le  waylike  Stores  be  removed  from  the  Town  ;  that  Places 
o  vetieat,  in  Cale  of  Neceffity,  be  provided  for  the  Women  and 
Children  of  New-York  ;  and  that  a  fufficient  Number  of  Men  be 
embodied,  and  kept  in  conftant  Readinefs  for  protecting  the  in¬ 
habitants  from  Infult  and  Injury. 

Fwo  Memorials,  one  from  Samuel  Shoemaker ,  the  other  from 
fanics  and  Drinker ,  Merchants  of  this  City,  refpeCting  fome 
Cargoes  purchafed  by  them  and  intended  for  Newfoundland ,  but 
which  are  flopped  by  the  Committee  of  this  City,  were  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

FT pon  Motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wafhington ,  Mr® 
Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams ,  and  the  Delegates  from  New-York,  be  a 
Committee  to  conhder  what  Polls  are  neceffary  to  be  occupied  in 
the  Colony  of  New-1  ork,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  report  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Re  solved.  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  Conlideration  the 
State  of  A?nerica . 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  May  16,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

A  Memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray ,  of  New-York ,  wag: 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  it¬ 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  Confideration  the 
State  of  America.  ;  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident 
refumed  the  Chair,,  and  Mr.  Tilghman  reported  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  that  they  had  taken  the  Matter  referred  to  them  into  Confide- 
tion,  but  not  having  come  to  any  R.efolution,  defired  him  to  move 
for  Leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther 
Confideration  the  State  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o’Clock. 


Wednesday,  May  17,  I775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  the  order  of 
the  Day  being  poftponed  till  to-morrow  ; 

Upon  Motion ,  Resolved  unanimously,  That  all  exportati¬ 
ons  to  Quebec^  Nova-Scotia ,  the  Ifland  of  St.  John  s,  Newfound - 
land ,  Georgia ,  except  the  Parifh  of  St.  Johns,  and  to  Eaft  and 
Weft  Florida ,  immediately  ceafe,  and  that  no  Provifion  of  any  kind, 
or  other  Neceffaries  be  furnifhed  to  the  Britijh  fifheries  on  the 
American  Coafls,  until  it  be  otherwife  determined  by  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered, 


>*  1 


103 


May,  1775* 


Ordered,  That  this  be  publifhed  immediately. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

1 

Thursday,  May  18,  1775* 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins ,  Efq;  from  Rhode-IJland,  and  Pa - 
trick  Henry ,  Efq;  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  their  Seats  in 
Congrefs. 

Upon  Motion ,  Resolved,  That  the  Rules  of  Condufl  to  be 
obferved  in  debating  and  determining  Queftions,  laid  down  by  the 
laft  Congrefs,  be  adopted  and  obferved  by  the  prefent  Congrefs. 

The  Preftdent  laid  before  the  Congrefs  fome  important  Intelli¬ 
gence  he  received  laft  Night  by  Exprefs,  relative  to  the  furprizing 
and  taking  of  Ticonderoga ,  by  a  Detachment  from  Majfachufetts - 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  which  was  read. 

Upon  Motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Brown  who  brought  the 
Exprefs  be  called  in  :  After  he  withdrew,  the  Congrefs  taking  into 
conftderation  the  Letters  and  Intelligence  communicated  to  them; 

Resolved,  Whereas  there  is  indubitable  Evidence,  that  a  de- 
fign  is  formed  by  the  Britifh  Miniflry,  of  making  a  cruel  Invafi- 
011  from  the  Province  of  Quebec  upon  thefe  Colonies,  for  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  deltroying  our  Lives  and  Liberties,  and  fome  Heps  have 
a&ually  been  taken  to  carry  the  laid  Defign  into  Execution ;  and 
whereas  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  northern  Colonies,  refiding  in 
the  Vicinity  of  Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  expofed  to  Incurfions, 
impelled  by  a  juft  Regard  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of 
themfelves  and  their  Countrymen  from  fuch  imminent  Dangers 
and  Calamities,  have  taken  poffeffion  of  that  Poll,  in  which  was 
lodged  a  Quantity  of  Cannon  and  Military  Store's,  that  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  ufed  in  the  intended  Invafton  gf  thefe  Colonies  ; 
this  Congrefs  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  Committees  of  the 
Cities  and  Counties  of  New-York  and  Albajiy ,  immediately  to  caufe 
the  faid  Cannon  and  Stores  to  be  removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the 
fouth  end  of  Lake  George ;  and,  if  neceffary,  to  apply  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies  of  N ew-H amp  (loir  e,  Majfachufetts- Bay,  aud  Connecticut ,  for 
fuch  an  additional  Body  of  Forces  as  will  be  fufficient  to  eftablifh 
a  ftrong  Poft  at  that  Place,  and  effectually  to  fecure  laid  Cannon 
and  Stores,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  keep 
there. — -And  that  an  exa£l  Inventory  betaken  of  all  fuch  Cannon 
and  Stores,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fafely  returned,  when  the 
reftoration  of  the  former  Harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
thefe  Colonies,  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  the  latter,  ftiall  render 
it  prudent  and  conliftent  with  the  over-ruling  Law  of  Self-prefer- 
vation. 


Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
|he  ftate  cf  America 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Fr  i day,  May  19.  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  what  Polls  are  neceflarv 
to  be  occupied  in  the  Colony  of  New-York,  and  by  what  number 
of  1  roops  it  wdl  be  proper  they  fhould  be  guarded,  brought  in 

their  report,  which  being  read,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day  the  Congrefs  refolved  them- 

1.  n.  mt°  r  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  ltate  01  America ,  and  continued  to  do  fo  from  Day  to  Day, 
till  Wednefday '  the  24th,  on  which  Day  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph , 

1  refident,  being  under  a  necefiity  of  returning  Home,  and  having 
sd  out  this  Morning  early,  the  Chair  was  Vacant,  whereupon, 

On  Motion,  Ihe  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Efq.  was  unanimoufiv 
chofen  Prefident.  7 

"1  he  Congrefs  then  refolved  themfelves  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  If  ate  of  America ,  and  repeat¬ 
ed  the  fame  on  the  Day  following. 

Friday,  May  26,  1775. 

1  he  Congrefs  being  met  according  to  adjournment,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  New-  Jerfey  laid  before  them  a  Minute  from  the 
Journals  of  the  Affembly  of  that  Colony,  together  with  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  which  were  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

New-Jersey,  Houfe  of  Afembly ,  May  20,  1775. 

“  His  Excellency  having  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Copy  of  the 
“  Refolution  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great - 
il  Britain ,  of  the  20th  of*  February ,  177^,  containing  a  Plan 
“  formed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  unhappy  Differences  be- 
“  tween  our  Parent  State  and  the  Colonies  ;  which  Plan,  under 
“  the  prefent  Circumftances,  this  Houfe  could  not  comply  with 
il  and  adopt,  and  yet  this  Houfe  being  defirous  of  making  ufe  of 
“  all  proper  Means  to  effect  a  Reconciliation,  do  recommend  it  to 
“  their  Delegates  to  lay  the  fame  Plan  before  the  Continental 
“  Congrefs  for  their  confideration.” 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journals , 

Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  Ajfemhly. 
Copy  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  February  20, 

1 775* 

“  Resolved,  That  when  the  Governor ,  Council ,  and  Ajfemhly, 

“  or  General  Court  of  any  of  his  Majejly  s  Provinces  or  Colonies  in 
“  America,  foall  propofe  to  make  Provifion  according  to  the  conditi - 
on,  circumfances,  and  fituations  of  fuch  Province  or  Colony,  for  „ 
c(  contributing  their  Proportion  for  the  common  Defence ,  (fuch  pro - 

“  portion 
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k  portion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court  or 
*c  General  Affembly  of  fitch  Province  or  Colony ,  and  difpofable  by  Par - 
“  li ament,)  and  foall  engage  to  make  Provifion  alfo  for  the  Support 
“  of  the  Civil  Government ,  and  the  adminijiration  of  Jufice  in  fuch 
Province  or  Colony ,  it  'will  be  proper ,  if  fuch  Propofal Jhall  be  ap~ 
“  proved  by  his  Majefy  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  and  for 
(C  fo  long  as  fuch  Provifion  foall  be  made  accordingly ,  to  forbear,  in 
<(  refpefi  of  fuch  Province  or  Colony ,  to  levy  any  Duty,  Pax,  or  Af 
“  fffment,  except  only  fuch  Duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue 
to  levy  or  to  impofe  for  the  Regulation  of  Commerce ,  the  neat  Pro- 
iC  duce  of  the  Duties  lafl  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  Account  of 
“  fuch  Province  or  Colony  refpettivelyP 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  Committee  foi: 
taking  into  confideration  the  date  of  America . 

TheCongrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  flate  of  America  ;  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein  the  Prefldent  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  come  to  fome  Refolu- 
tions  which  he  was  defked  to  report,  but  not  having  finifhed  the 
Bufmefs,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  being  read,  the  Congrefs  came 
into  the  following  Refolutions. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  his  Majedy’s  moil  faithful 
Subje&s  in  thefe  Colonies  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical 
Situation,  by  the  attempts  of  the  Britifo  Miniflry  to  carry  into 
Execution,  by  force  of  Arms,  feveral  unconflitutional  and  oppref- 
iive  ACls  of  the  Britif?  Parliament  for  laying  Taxes  in  America  ; 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  thofe  Taxes,  and  for  altering  and 
changing  the  Conflitution  and  internal  Police  of  fome  of  thefe 
Colonies,  in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  Rights  of  the  Co- 
lonifls. 

Hoflilities  being  actually  commenced  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay , 
by  the  Britifh  Troops  under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  and 
the  lives  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Colony  dedroyed, 
the  Town  of  Bofon  having  not  only  been  long  occupied  as  a  gar- 
rifoned  Town  in  an  Enemy’s  Country,  but  the  Inhabitants  thereof 
treated  with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  jollified  even  towards 
declared  Enemies  ;  large  re-inforcements  too  being  ordered  and 
foon  expelled,  for  the  declared  Purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  to  fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  laid  A£ls ;  that  therefore,  for 
the  exprefs  Purpofe  of  fecuring  and  defending  thefe  Colonies,  and 
preferving  them  in  Safety  again  11  all  Attempts  to  carry  the  faid 
A£ls  into  Execution  by  force  of  Arms,  thefe  Colonies  be  imme¬ 
diately  put  into  a  Hate  of  Defence. 

But,  as  we  moll  ardently  wifh  for  a  redoration  of  the  Harmony 
formerly  fubfiding  between  our  Mother  Country  and  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies,  the  interruption  of  which  mud,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly 
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Injurious  to  both  Countries,  that  with  a  fincere  Defign  of  contri¬ 
buting  by  all  the  Means  in  our  Power,  not  incompatible  with  a 
juft  Regard  for  the  undoubted  Rights  and  true  Interefts  of  thefe 
Colonies,  to  the  promotion  of  this  moft  deiireable  Reconciliation* 
an  humble  and  dutiful  Petition  be  prefentedto  his  Majefty. 

Resolved,  That  Meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening  a  Ne- 
gociation,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  Difputes  fubfift- 
ing  between  Great- Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  and  that  this  be 
made  a  Part  of  the  Petition  to  the  King. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Militia  of  Nenn-York  be 
armed  and  trained,  and  in  conftant  readinefs  to  aft  at  a  Moment’s 
warning  ;  and  that  a  Number  of  Men  be  immediately  embodied  and 
kept  in  that  City,  and  fo  difpoied  of  as  to  give  Protection  to  the 
Inhabitants,  in  cafe  any  Infult  fhould  be  offered  by  the  Troops, 
that  may  land  there,  and  to  prevent  any  Attempts  that  may  be 
made  to  gain  Poffeffion  of  the  City,  and  interrupt  its  intercourfe 
with  the  Country. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Provincial  Convention  at  Neav-York,  to  perfevere  the  more  vigour- 
fly  in  preparing  for  their  Defence,  as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether 
the  earneit  Endeavours  of  the  Congrefs,  to  accomodate  the  unhap¬ 
py  Differences  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies,  by  con¬ 
ciliatory  Meafures,  will  be  fuccefsful. 

Upon  Motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S .  Adams ,  and 
Mr.  Deane ,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Letter  to 
the  People  of  Canada . 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  con- 
iideration  the  ftate  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Saturday,  May  27,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Prdident  laid  before  the  Congreis  a  Letter  from  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  Arenju-  Jerfey,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  is  a  Gentleman  in  Town  who 
can  give  a  full  and  juft  Account  of  the  ftate  of  Affairs  in  Canada . 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced,  which  was  done. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draught  a  Letter  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Canada ,  brought  in  the  Letter,  which  was  read,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  debate,  re-committed  to  the  lame  Committee. 

Upon  Motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Mifflin ,  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  S.  Ad  arm,  be  a 
Co.  rr  ft  tee,  to  confider  on  ways  and  means  to  fupply  thefe  Colo- 
r.  *  i  Ammunition  and  Military  Stores. 

bpon  Motion,  The  Memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and  John  Mur¬ 
ray, 
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<?ay,  “  de/lring  to  be  reftored  to  their  former  fituation  with  refpedl 
to  their  Commercial  Privileges,”  was  taken  into  conlideration,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  where  any  Perfon  hath  been  or  fhall  be  ad¬ 
judged  by  a  Committee,  to  have  violated  the  Continental  Affocia- 
tion,  and  fuch  offender  fhall  fatisfy  the  Convention  of  the  Colony, 
where  the  Offence  was  or  fhall  be  committed,  or  the  Committee 
■of  the  Parifh  of  St.  John's  in  the  Colony  of  Georgia ,  if  the  Offence 
be  committed  there,  of  his  Contrition  for  his  Offence,  and  fincere 
Refolution  to  conform  to  the  Affociation  for  the  future,  the  laid 
Convention,  or  Committee  of  the  Parifh  of  St.  John  s  aforefaid, 
may  fettle  the  Terms  upon  which  he  may  be  reftored  to  the  favour 
and  forgivenefs  of  the  Public,  and  that  the  Terms  be  publifhed. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  made  Public. 

Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  poflponed  till  Monday , 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  May  29,  1775- 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Ca~ 
nada  was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read  and 
approved,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  opprejfed  Inhahita?tts  of  Canada. 

Friends  and  Countrymen , 

Alarmed  by  the  defigns  of  an  arbitrary  Miniffry  to  extirpate 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  all  America ,  a  fenfe  of  common  Dan¬ 
ger  confpired  with  the  Dictates  of  Humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call 
your  Attention,  by  our  late  Addrefs,  to  this  very  important 
Object. 

Since  the  conclufion  of  the  late  War,  we  have  been  happy  in 
confidering  you  as  Fellow  Subjedfs.,  and  from  the  Commencement 
of  the  prefent  Plan  for  fubjugating  the  Continent,  we  have  viewed 
you  as  Fellow-Sufferers  with  us.  As  we  were  both  entitled  by 
the  Bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to  Freedom,  and  being  both 
devoted  by  the  cruel  Edicts  of  a  defpotic  Adminiftration,  to 
common  Ruin,  we  perceived  the  fate  of  the  Proteftant  and  Ca¬ 
tholic  Colonies  to  be  ftrongly  linked  together,  and  therefore  in¬ 
vited  you  to  join  with  us  in  refolving  to  be  Free,  and  in  rejecting, 
with  Difdain,  the  Fetters  of  Slavery,  however  artfully  polifhed. 

We  moil  fincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival  or  that  Day, 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  Sun  could  not  fhine  on  a  fingle  Free¬ 
man  in  all  your  extenfive  Dominion.  Be  affured  that  your  un¬ 
merited  Degradation  has  engaged  the  mofl  unfeigned  Pity  of  your 
filler  Colonies  ;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  you  will  not,  by  tamely 
bearing  the  Yoke,  fuffer  that  Pity  to  be  fupplanted  by  Contempt. 

When  hardy  Attempts  are  made  to  deprive  Men  of  Rights  be¬ 
llowed  by  the  Almighty,  when  Avenues  are  cut  through  the  mofl 
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folemn  Compa&s  for  the  admifiion  of  Defpotifm,  when  the 
plighted  Faith  of  Government  ceafes  to  give  Security  to  dutiful 
Subjects,  and  when  the  inlidious  Stratagems  and  Manoeuvres  of 
I\ace  become  more  terrible  than  the  fanguinary  Operations  of 
War,  it  is  high  time  for  them  to  aflert  thofe  Rights,  and,  with 
honeft  Indignation,  oppofe  the  Torrent  of  Oppreffion  rufhing  in 
upon  them. 


Jjy  toe  Introduction  of  your  prefent  Form  of  Government,  or 
ratiiei  piemnt  Form  of  Tyranny,  you  and  your  WAes  and  your 
Children  are  made  slaves.  You  have  nothing  that  you  can  call 
youi  own,  and  all  the  fruits  of  your  .Labour  and  Induftry  may 
be  taken  from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  Governor  and  a  rapa¬ 
cious  Council  may  incline  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  by  their 
EdiCls  to  be  transported  into  foreign  Countries  to  fight  Battles  in 
which  you  have  no  Iniereft,  and  to  fpill  your  Blood  in  Conflicts 
from  which  neitiier  Honour  nor  Emolument  can  be  derived:  Nay, 
the  enjoyment  of  your  very  Religion,  on  the  prefent  Syftem,  de¬ 
pends  on  a  Legiflature  in  which  you  have  no  Share,  and  over 
which  you  have  no  Controul,  and  your  Priefts  are  expofed  to  Ex- 
pullion,  Bariifhment,  and  Ruin,  whenever  their  Wealth  and  Pof- 
feflions  furnifli  fuflicient  Temptation.  They  cannot  be  fure  that 
a  virtuous  Prince  will  always  fill  the  Throne,  and  fhould  a  wicked 
or  a  carelefs  King  concur  with  a  wicked  Miniftry  in  extra&ing 
the  Treafure  and  Strength  of  your  Country,  it  is  impofiible  to  con¬ 
ceive  to  what  variety  and  to  what  extremes  of  wrretchednefs  you 
may,  under  the  prefent  Eflabhfhment,  be  reduced. 

W e  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to  wafte 
your  Lives  in  a  Conteft  with  us.  Should  you,  by  complying  in 
this  Inflance,  affent  to  your  new  Eflablifliment,  and  a  War  break 
out  with  France ,  your  Wealth  and  your  Sons  may  be  fent  to  perifli 
in  expeditions  againft  their  Elands  in  the  Weft -Indies. 

It  cannot  be  prefumed  theft  thefe  confiderations  will  have  no 
weight  with  you,  or  that  you  are  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  Honour. 
We  can  never  believe  that  the  prefent  Race  of  Canadians  are  fo  de¬ 
generated  as  to  po fiefs  neither  the  Spirit,  the  Gallantry,  nor  the 
Courage  of  their  Anceftors.  You  certainly  will  not  permit  the 
infamy  and  difgrace  of  fuch  Pufillanimity  to  reft  on  your  own 
Heads,  and  the  confequences  of  it  on  your  Children  forever. 

We  for  our  Parts  are  determined  to  live  free  or  not  at  all,  and 
are  refolved  that  Pofterity  fhall  never  reproach  us  with  having 
brought  Slaves  into  the  World. 

Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  Friends,  not  your 
Enemies,  and  be  not  impofed  upon  by  thofe  who  may  endeavour 
to  create  Animofities.  The  taking  of  the  Fort  and  Military  Stores 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point ,  and  the  armed  Veflels  on  the 
Lake,  was  didfated  by  the  great  Law  of  Self-prefervation.  They 
were  intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  off  that  friendly  Intercourfe 
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&nd  Communication,  which  has  hitherto  fubfided  between  you  and 
us.  We  hope  it  has  given  you  no  uneafinefs,  and  you  may  rely 
on  our  Affurances,  that  thefe  Colonies  will  purfue  no  Meafures 
whatever,  but  fuch  as  Friendfhip  and  a  regard  for  our  mutual 
Safety  and  Intered  may  Sugged. 

As  our  concern  for  your  Welfare  entitles  us  to  your  Friendfhip, 
we  prefume  you  will  not,  by  doing  us  Injury,  reduce  us  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  Neceflity  of  treating  you  as  Enemies. 

We  yet  entertain  Hopes  of  your  uniting  with  us  in  the  Defence 
of  our  common  Liberty,  and  there  is  yet  reafon  to  believe,  that 
fhould  we  join  in  imploring  the  attention  of  our  Sovereign,  to  the 
unmerited  and  unparalelled  Oppreflions  of  his  American  Subjects, 
he  will  at  length  be  undeceived,  and  forbid  a  licentious  Minidry 
any  longer  to  riot  in  the  Ruins  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Letter  be  figned  by  the  Prefident. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinforz  and  Mr.  Mifflin  be  a  Committee 
to  get  the  Letter  tranllated  into  the  French  Language,  and  to  have 
one  thoufand  Copies  of  it,  fo  tranflated,  printed,  in  order  to  be 
lent  to  Canada ,  and  difperfed  among  the  Inhabitants  there. 

Upon  Motion,  Resolved,  That  no  Provilions  or  Neceffaries  of 
any  kind  be  exported  to  the  Ifland  of  Nantucket ,  except  from  the 
Colony  of  Mafflachufetts-B ay ,  the  Convention  of  which  Colony  is 
defired  to  take  Meafures  for  effectually  providing  the  faid  Ifland, 
upon  their  application  to  purchafe  the  fame,  with  as  much  Frovir 
lion,  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  its  internal  Ufe  and  no  more. 

The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  Importance  to  North  Ameri¬ 
ca,  that  the  Britijh  Fifhery  fhould  not  be  furnifhed  with  Provifi- 
ons  from  the  Continent  through  Nantuckut ,  earnedly  recommend 
a  vigilant  Execution  of  this  Refolveto  all  Committees. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Refolvebe  immediately  pubiifhed. 

As  the  prefent  critical  Situation  of  the  Colonies  renders  it  high¬ 
ly  neceffary  that  Ways  and  Means  fhould  be  devifed  for  the  fpcedy 
and  fecure  conveyance  of  Intelligence  from  one  end  of  the  Conti¬ 
nent  to  the  other. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin ,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
ling,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingjlon,  be  a  Committee  to 
confider  the  bed  Means  of  eftablifhing  Pods  for  conveying  Letters 
and  Intelligence  through  this  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  Day  be  podponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  May  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Member  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  a  Gentleman  jnd  ar¬ 
rived  from  London,  had  brought  with  him  a  Paper,  which  he  fays 
lie  received  from  Lord  North,  and  which  was  written,  at  the  defire 
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of  his  Lordihip,  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper ,  Under-Secretary  to  the 
1  icafury,  and  as  the  Gentleman  underftood  it  to  be  his  Lordfhip’s 
deiire  that  it  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  Congrefs,  for  that 
Puipofe  he  had  put  it  into  his  tlands.  Fhe  Miember  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  had  fhewn  the  Paper  to  a  iVfember  near  him,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  Hand-writing  of  Mr.  Cooper ,  and 
that  he  verily  believes  the  Paper  was  written  by  Mr4  Cooper . 

The  Paper  being  read,  is  as  follows  : 

“  T  HAT  it  is  earnedly  hoped  by  ail  the  real  Friends  of  the 
Americans ,  that  the  Terms  expreffed.  in  the  Refolution  of  the 
20th  of  February  lad,  will  be  accepted  by  all  the  Colonies,  who 
have  the  lead  A-ffcftion  for  their  King  and  Country,  or  a  juft  Senfe 
of  their  own  Intereft. 

Fhat  thefe  Terms  are  Honorable  for  G r eat- Britain  and  fafe 
for  the  Colonies. 

“  1  hat  if  the  Colonies  are  not  blinded  by  Faction,  thefe  Terms 
will  remove  every  Grievance  relative  to  Taxation,  and  be  the  Bafis 
of  a  Compact  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother-Country. 

“  That  the  People  in  America  ought,  on  every  Coniideration, 
to  be  fatisfied  with  them. 

“  That  no  further  Relaxation  can  be  admitted. 


“  The  Temper  and  Spirit  of  the  Nation  are  fo  much  againft 
Concefiions,  that  if  it  were  the  Intention  of  Admimdration,  they 
could  not  carry  the  Quedion. 

But  Adminiilration  have  no  fuch  Intention,  as  they  are  fully 
and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  further  Conceffions  would  be  injurious 
to  the  Colonies  as  well  as  to  Great-Britain . 

“  That  there  is  not  the  lead  Probability  of  a  Change  of  Ad¬ 
minidration. 

“  That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  Opinion,  and  determined 
to  purfue  the  mod  effectual  Meafures,  and  to  ufe  the  whole  Force 
of  the  Kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neceffary,  to  reduce  the  rebellious 
and  refractory  Provinces  and  Colonies.  , 

“  There  is  fo  great  a  Spirit  in  the  Nation  againd  the  Congrefs, 
that  the  People  will  bear  the  temporary  Didreifes  of  a  Stoppage 
of  the  American  Trade. 

“  They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true.” 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  Confideration 
the  State  of  America ,  and  continued  fo  to  do  the  Day  following, 
when  after  fome  Time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  proceeded  in 
the  Bufinefs,  but  not  having  come  to  a  Conclulion,  defired  him  to 
move  for  Leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  To-morrow  again  refolve 
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itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  take  into  their  farther 
Confideration  the  State  of  America , 

A  Letter  from  Col.  Arnold ,  dated  Crown- Point,  May  23, 
was  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  informing  that  he  had  certain 
Intelligence,  that  “  on  the  19th  there  were  then  four  hundred 
Regulars  at  St ,  John' s,  making  all  poffible  Preparation  to  crofs 
the&  Lake,  and  expe&ed  to  be  joined  by  a  Number  of  Indians , 
with  a  Defign  of  re-taking  Crown- Point  and  Ticonderoga ,”  and 
earneftly  calling  for  a  Reinforcement  and  Supplies.  This  Letter 
being  taken  into  Confideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  be  requeued 
immediately  to  fend  a  ftrong  Reinforcement  to  the  Garrifons  of 
Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  that  fo  many  of  the  Cannon 
and  other  Stores  be  retained  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  immediate 
Defence  of  thofe  Polls,  until  further  Order  from  this  Congrefs, 
and  that  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-Tork  be  informed  of 
this  Refolve,  and  defired  to  furnilh  thofe  Troops  with  Provisions 
and  other  neceflary  Stores,  and  to  take  effedlual  Care  that  a  fuffi- 
cient  Number  of  Batteaus  be  immediately  provided  for  the  Lakes. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted 
in  a  Letter  by  the  Prefident  to  Governor  Trumbull  and  the  Con¬ 
vention  at  New-Tork, 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  in  his  Letter  acquaint  Gover¬ 
nor  Trumbull  that  it  is  the  Defire  of  the  Congrefs  that  he  Ihould 
appoint  a  Perfon,  in  whom  he  can  confide,  to  command  the 
Forces  at  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Thursday,  June  1,  1775, 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  Ways  and  Means  to  fup- 
ply  thefe  Colonies  with  Ammunition  and  Military  Stores,  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole. 

Upon  Motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Government  of  Connecticut,  or  the  General  of  the  Forces  of  that 
Colony,  to  appoint  CommilTaries  to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward 
the  Supplies  of  Provifions,  for  the  Forces  on  Lake  Champlain, 
from  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-Tork,  and  that  the  laid 
Convention  ufe  their  utmoll  Endeavours  in  facilitating  and  aiding 
the  Tranfportation  thereof  from  thence  to  where  the  f&id  Commii- 
faries  may  diredl. 

As  this  Congrefs  has  nothing  more  in  View  than  the  Defence 
of  thefe  Colonies, 

Resolved,  That  no  Expedition  or  Incurfion  ought  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken  or  made,  by  any  Colony  or  Body  of  Colonilts,  again  ft 
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01  into  Canada  ;  and  that  this  Refolvebe  immediately  tranfmitted 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  at  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Refolve  betranflated  into  the  French 
-Language,  and  tranfmitted,  with  the  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants 
©f  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  tranfmit  a  Copy  of  the  above 
to  New-York,  and  the  other  Colonies  bordering  on  Canada . 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  reprefenting  the  People  in 
that  Part  of  Augufta  County,  in  the  Colony  of l Virginia ,  on  the 
Weft  Side  of  the  Allegheny  Mountain,  was  laid  before  the  Con- 
grefs  and  read,  intimating  “  Fears  of  a  Rupture  with  the  Indians 
on  Account  of  Loid  Dun? none  s  Conduct,”  and  defirino'  £<  Com~ 
miffioners  from  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  Province  of  Pennjylva- 
nla,  to  attend  a  Meeting  of  the Indians  at  Pittjhurp ,  on  Behalf  of 
thefe  Colonies.” 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  Delegates  of  the 
Colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania . 

rhLe  ?ongrds  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  refob 

ved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  Coriiidera* 
lion  the  State  of  Asnerica ,  and  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein  the 
Prefident  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the 
Committee,  that  they  had  taken  the  Matters  referred  to  them  into 
Conlideration,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  Conclufion,  defired 
him  to  move  for  Leave  to  lit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther 
Confide-ation  the  State  of  America . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Friday,  June  2,  1775. 


The  Congrefs  met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  Letter  from  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Convention  of  Maflachufetts-Bay ,  dated  May  16,  which 
was  read,  fetting  forth  the  Difficulties  they  labour  under  for  want 
of  a  regular  Form  of  Government,  and  as  they  and  the  other  Co¬ 
lonies  are  now  compelled  to  raife  an  Army  to  defend  themfelves 
from  the  Butcheries  and  Devaluations  of  their  implacable  Enemies, 
which  renders  it  Hill  more  neceffary  to  have  a  regular  ellablifhed 
Government,  requelling  the  Congrefs  to  favour  them  with  “  ex¬ 
plicit  Advice  refpedting  the  taking  up  and  exerciling  the  Powers 
of  civil  Government,”  and  declaring  their  Readinefs  to  “  fubmit 
to  fuch  a  general  Plan  as  the  Congrefs  may  diredl  for  the  Colonies, 
or  make  it  their  great  Study  to  eliablilli  iuch  a  Form  of  Govern¬ 
ment  there,  as  ffiall  not  only  promote  their  Advantage,  but  the 
Union  and  Intereft  of  all  America  A 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table  for  farther  Confideration. 

Doctor 


/ 


June,  1775.  1 13 

Doctor  Benjamin  Church  being  directed  by  the  Convention  of 
Majfachufetts-Bay ,  to  confer  with  the  Congrefs  refpe&ing  fuch 
other  Matters,  as  may  be  neceflary  to  the  Defence  of  that  Colony 
and  particularly  the  State  of  the  Army  therein  ; 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced. 

After  he  withdrew,  an  Exprefs  arriving  with  Difpatches  froig 
Majfachufetts-Bay ,  the  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  Letters 
from  the  Conventions  of  that  Colony  and  Ncrw-Havipjhire ,  alfo 
from  Governor  Trumbull ,  which  were  read. 

Upon  Motion,  Resolved,  That  no  Bill  of  Exchange, 
Draught  or  Order  of  any  Officer  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  their  A- 
gents  or  Contractors  be  received,  or  negotiated,  or  any'  Money 
fupplied  to  them  by  any'  Perfon  in  America  ; 

That  no  Provifons  or  Neceffaries  of  any  Kind  be  furnilhed  o£ 
fupplied  to  or  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Britijh  Army  or  Navy,  in  the 
Colony  of  Majfachufetts-Bay  ; 

That  no  Veffel  employed  in  transporting  Britijh  Troops  to  A~ 
" vierica ,  or  from  one  Part  of  North  -  America  to  another,  or  warlike 
Stores  or  Provisions  for  faid  Troops  be  freighted  or  furnilhed  with 
Provilions  or  any  Necelfaries,  until  further  Orders  from  this 
Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Refolves  be  immediately  publifhed. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  poltponed,  the  Congrefs  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Saturday,  June  3,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-York,  together  with  fun- 
dry  Letters  and  Papers  enclofed,  from  Albany ,  were  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

The  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Majfachufetts ,  dated  the 
1 6th  May,  being  again  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  Commmittee  of  five  Perfons  be  chofen  to 
confider  the  fame,  and  report  what  in  their  Opinion  is  the  proper 
Advice  to  be  given  to  that  Convention. 

The  following  Perfons  were  chofen  by  Ballot,  to  compofe  that 
Committee,  viz.  Mr.  J .  Rutledge ,  Mr.  JohnJon ,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Wilfon  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught 
a  Petition  to  the  King. 

That  another  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain . 

That  another  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Ireland . 

That  another  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the 
Draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica . 

'  "  -  '  P  That 
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1  hat  another  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  an  Ef- 
timate  of  the  Money  neceflary  to  be  raifed. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  by  Ballot  the  feveral 
Committees,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Johnfon ,  Mr.  J.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Franklin ,  were  elected  to  eompofe  the  firft* 
Mr.  L  ee,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingjlon ,  and  Mr.  Pendleton ,  for  the  fe- 
cond ;  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  IV.  Livingjlon ,  Mr.  S.  Adams ,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams ,  for  the  third  ;  Mr.  Hooper ,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Lynch,  for  the  fourth;  and  Mr.  Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler ,  Mr. 
Deane ,  Mr.  Cufbing ,  and  Mr.  Heaves,  for  the  fifth. 

Adjourned  till  Motiday  at  nine  o’clock. 

On  Monday  and  Tuefday  the  Congrefs  met  and  adjourned,  to 
give  the  Committees  Time  to  bring  in  their  Report. 

Wednesday,  June  7,  1 775- 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  Money 
neceflary  to  be  raifed  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole. 

On  Motion ,  Resolved,  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July  next, 
be  obferved  throughout  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  as  a  Day  of 
Humiliation,  Fading,  and  Prayer  ;  and  that  Mr.  Hooper ,  Mr.  J. 
Adams ,  and  Mr.  Paine ,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Refolve  for 
that  Purpofe. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Advice  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Maffachufetts-Bay ,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  for 
consideration. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  them- 
{elves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take -into  their  farther  con- 
fideration  the  Hate  of  A?nerica  ;  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the 
Prefident  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  proceeded  in  the  Bufinefs-  referred  to  them,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  again  refolve 
'  themfelves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  far¬ 
ther  confideration  the  date  of  America .  And  that  this  be  a  Hand¬ 
ing  Order  till  the  Bufinefs  is  compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Thursday,  June  8.  1 775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  Major  Skene ,  with  fome 
other  Officers,  who  arrived  lait  Evening  in  a  Veflel  from  London , 
were ,  with  their  Papers,  in  the  cuflody  of  the  Troops  of  this  City; 
that  the  faid  Skene  has  lately  been  appointed  Governor  of  the  Forts 
of  Ttconderoga  and  Crown- Point ;  that  one  of  the  Officers  with  him 
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is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Regulars  now  in  the  Province  of  Quebec; 
and  moreover,  that  the  faid  Skene  had  declared,  that  he  has  au¬ 
thority  to  raife  a  Regiment  in  America;  from  all  this,  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  the  faid  Skene  is  a  dangerous  Partifan  of  Adminiftration 
and  that  his  Papers  may  contain  Intelligence  of  Minifterial  Defigng 
againll  America ,  very  important  to  be  known  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
Papers  of  the  faid  Skene  and  Lieutenant  in  their  Prefence  : 

That  the  Committee  confill  of  Mr.  J.  Adams ,  Mr.  Deane ,  and 
Mr.  Mifflin  : 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  upon  honour  to  conceal  whatever 
of  a  Private  Nature  may  come  to  their  Knowledge  by  fuch  exami¬ 
nation  ;  and  that  they  communicate  to  this  Congrefs  what  they 
fhall  difeover  relative  to  the  prefent  Difpute  between  Great-Britain 
and  America . 

The  remainder  of  the  Day  being  fpent  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  hate  of  America ,  the  Congrefs  adjourned  till  to¬ 
morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Friday,  June  9,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Letter  fromthe  Conventi- 
on  of  Mafflachufetts- Bay  being  again  read,  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  Refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  no  Obedience  being  due  to  the  A  61  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  altering  theCharter  of  the  Colony  o£Mafflachufetts-Bay ,  nor 
to  a  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  who  will  not  obferve  the  Di¬ 
rections  of,  but  endeavour  to  Subvert  that  Charter,  the  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  that  Colony  are  to  be  confidered  as 
abfent,  and  their  Offices  Vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no  Council  there,, 
and  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Powers 
of  Government  are  intolerable,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  General 
Gage  hath  a&ually  levied  War  and  is  carrying  on  Hoftilities  againft 
his  Majefty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  SubjeAs  of  that  Colony  ;  that* 
in  order  to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Spirit  and  Subftance 
of  the  Charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Convention  to 
write  Letters  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  feveral  Places,  which  are  inti¬ 
tuled  to  reprefentation  in  AlTembly?  requeuing  them  to  chufe  fuch 
Reprefentatives,  and  that  the  Alfembly,  when  chofen,  do  eleCl 
Councellors  ;  and  that  fuch  Alfembly  or  Council  exercife  the 
Powers  of  Government,  until  a  Governor  of  his  Majefty’s  appoint¬ 
ment  will  confent  to  govern  the  Colony  according  to  its  Charter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prelident  tranfmit  a*  Copy  of  the  above  to 
the  Convention  of  Mafflachufetts- B  ay . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday* 
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Saturday,  Ju?ie  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  Letters  from  Majfachufets-Bay ,  1 Ticonderoga ,  Crown* 
Point,  bcc.  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  read;  and  the 
fame  being  taken  into  coniideraticn,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Towns  and 
DiftriCfs  in  the  Colonies  of.  Majjachufetfs-Bay,  New-Hampfhire ; 
Rhode-  1JI and,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
and  the  eaftern  Divifion  of  New-Jerfey ,  to  colleCt  all  the  Salt-Petre 
and  brim-hone  in  their  feveral  Towns  and  DdlriCts,  and  tranfmit 
the  fame,  with  all  pofilbie  Dilpatch,  to  the  Provincial  Convention 
at  New -York, 

1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Convention  of  the 
Colony  o f  New -l or k ,  to  have  the  Powder-Mills  in  that  Colony 
put  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  immediately  to  Manufacture  into 
Gun-Powder,  for  the  life  of  the  Continent,  whatever  Materials 
may  be  procured  in  the  Manner  above  directed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  weftern  Di- 
vilion  of  New-Jerfey,  the  Colonies  of  Pennfylvania,  Lower  Coun¬ 
ties  on  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  that  they,  without  Delay,  col- 
leCt  the  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  in  their  refpe&ive  Colonies,  and 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  Committee  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia;  to  the  end  that  thofe  Articles  may  be  immediately 
Manufactured  into  Gun-Powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  Continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Conventions  and  Committees  of 
the  Colonies  of  Virginia,  North-Car olina,  and  South-Carolina ,  that 
they,  without  delay,  collect  the  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  in  their 
refpeCtive  Colonies,  and  procure  thefe  Articles  to  be  manufactured 
as  foon  as  poflible  into  Gun-Powder  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Continent. 

Thet  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies,  who  are  pofTeffed  of  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  for  their 
own  ufe,  to  difpofe  them  for  the  Purpofe  of  Manufacturing  Gun- 
Powder. 

That  the  Salt-Petre  and  Suipher  collected  in  confequence  of  the 
above  Refolves  of  Congrefs,  be  paid  for  out  of  the  Continental 
Fund. 

That  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Franklin ,  Mr.  Schuyler,  and 
Mr.  Johrifon,  be  a  Committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  Manufacture  of  Salt-Petre  in  thefe  Colonies. 

The  Committee  for  examining  Governor  Skene's  Letters,  &c; 
having  communicated  to  Congrefs  what  they  found  relative  to  the 
difpute  between  Cl real- B ritain  and  thefe  Colonies  ; 

Upon  Motion ,  Resolved,  That  Governor  Philip  Skene,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Moncrief  and  Mr.  Lundy,  be  releafed  from  their  prefent 
confinement,  and  permitted  to  goat  large  any  where  within  eight 
Miles  of  the  City  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  on  their  Parole 
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bf  Honour  Hot  to  pafs  thofe  Limits,  and  that  they  will  hold  no 
Correfoondence  with  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  on  any  political 

Subjedfc 

That  Mr.  Gadfen  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  examining 
Governor  Skene  s  Papers, and  that  faid  Committee  have  it  in  charge 
to  execute  the  above  Refglve. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  June  12,  1775° 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Refolution  for  a  Fad* 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

As  the  Great  Governor  of  the  World,  by  his  fupreme  and  um- 
verfal  Providence,  not  only  conducts  the  courfe  of  Nature  with  un¬ 
erring  Wifdom  and  Re&itude,  but  frequently  influences  the  minds 
of  Men  to  ferve  the  wife  and  gracious  Purpofes  of  his  Providential 
Government ;  and  it  being  at  all  times  our  indifpenfible  Duty  de¬ 
voutly  to  acknowledge  his  fuperintending  Piovidenct,  efpecially 
m  times  of  impending  Danger  and  public  Calamity,  to  ie\ciencc 
and  adore  his  immutable  Juftice,  as  well  as  to  implore  his  merciful 
Interpofition  for  our  Deliverance: 

This  Congrefs;  therefore,  confidering  the  prefent, critical,  alarm- 
and  calamitous  State  of  thefe  Colonies,  do  earneftly  recommend 
that  Thurfday  the  20th  Day  of  July  next,  be  obferved  by  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  all  the  Englijh  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  as  a  Day 
of  public  Humiliation,  Fading  and  Prayer;  that  we  may,  with 
united  Hearts  and  Voices,  unfeignedly  confefs  and  deplore  out- 
many  Sms  ;  and  offer  up  our  joint  Supplications  to  the  all-wife, 
omnipotent,  and  merciful  Difpofer  of  all  Events;  humbly  befeech- 
incr  him  to  forgive  our  Iniquities,  to  remove  our  prefent  Calami¬ 
ties,  to  avert  thofe  defolating  Judgments,  with  which  we  are 
threatened,  and  to  blefs  our  rightful  Sovereign  King  George  the 
Third,  and  to  infpire  him  with" Wifdom  to  difcern  and  purfue  the 
true  Intereft  of  his  Subjects,  that  a  fpeedy  end  may  De  put  to  the 
civil  difcord  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  Colonies, 
without  farther  effulion  of  Blood  :  And  that  the  Britijh  Nation 
may  be  influenced  io  regard  the  things  that  helo?ig  to  her  1  eacc ,  befoi  e 
they  are  hid  from  her  Eyes:  That  thefe  Colonies  may  ever  be  under 
the  Care  and  Prote&ion  of  a  kind  Providence,  and  be  profpered 
in  all  their  Interefts;  that  the  divine  B1  effing  may  defcend  and  reft 
upon  all  our  civil  Rulers,  and  upon  the  Repreientatives  of  the 
People  in  their  feveral  Affemblies  and  Conventions,  that  they  may 
be  diredled  to  wife  and  effectual  Meafures  for  preferving  the  XJnion-, 
and  fecuring  the  juft  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Colonies;  that 
Virtue  and  true  Religion  may  revive  and  flourifh  throughout  our 
Land;  and  that  all  America  may  foon  behold  a  gracious  interpofi- 
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ration^  ^?eaven.^or  t^e  redreis  of  her  many  Grievances,  the  Reflo- 
of"  °f  ft  lnvaded  RiShts>  a  reconciliation  with  the  Parent 

I,,  ,  .’  VrlVS  conftltutiollal  and  honourable  to  both  ;  and  that 
u  uvil  and  religious  Privileges  may  be  fecured  to  the  lateit  Pofte- 

*  ty  \  • 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Chriftians  of  all  denominations  to  af- 

femble  for  public  Worlhip,  and  to  abftain  from  fervile  Labour  and 
•Recreation  on  faid  Day. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  above  be  figned  by  the  Prefi- 
dcnt,  and  attefted  by  the  Secretary,  and  publifhed  in  the  News- 
papers,  and  in  Hand-Bills. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 

A/f10  L’  °  ^  L  11?t°  ^onfideration  the  Ways  and  Means  of  railing 
l  loney,^  and  having  fpent  thereon  the  Remainder  of  the  Day  and 
t  ic  ay  o*  owing,  adjourned  till  Wednefday  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  June  14,  1775, 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

,  ASreea|)R  to  the  Handing  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  re¬ 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  fconfide- 
ratmn  the  State  of  America  ;  and  after  fome  Time  fpent  thereon, 
the  Prehdent  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  come  to  certain  Reflations,  which  he  was  order¬ 
ed  to  report,  but  not  having  come  to  a  Conclulion,  they  defired 
ium  to  move  for  Leave  to  fit  again. 

The  RefoJutions  being  read  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  1  hat  fix  Companies  of  expert  Riflemen  be  imme¬ 
diately  laifed  in  PennJ'ylvania ,  two  in  Maryland ,  and  two  in  Vir- 
gima  ;  that  each  Company  confift  of  a  Captain,  three  Lieutenants, 
four  Serjeants,  four  Corporals,  a  Drummer  or  Trumpeter,  and 
iixty-eight  Privates. 

That  each  Company,  as  foon  as  compleated,  march  and  join 
the  Army  near  B  oft  on ,  to  be  there  employed  as  Light  Infantry 
under  the  Command  of  the  Chief  Officer  in  that  Army.  '  * 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  and  Privates  be  as  follows,  viz.  a 
Captain  twenty  Dollars  per  Month  ;  a  Lieutenant  thirteen  Dollars 
and  one  third  of  a  Dollar  per  Month  ;  a  Serjeant  eight  Dollars  per 
Month  ;  a  Corporal  /even  Dollars  and  one  third  of  a  Dollar  per 
Month  ;  a  Drummer,  or  Trumpeter  the  fame;  Privates  Six  Dol¬ 
lars  and  two  thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  Month  ;  to  find  their  own 
Arms  and  Cloaths. 

That  the  Form  of  the  Inliftment  be  in  the  following  words  : 

i  n  j  r  1 /'  o  ij’  .  /  r  I)ave  ^ls  Day  voluntarily  in- 
lifted  myjclj  as  a  Soldier  in  the  American  Continental  Army  for  one 

Tear,  unlcfs  fooncr  d /charged  :  And  Ido  bind  myjelf  to  conform  in 

nJ.aS“nCeS,  tofuch  Rules  and  Regulations ,  as  are  or  '[kail  be  e fla¬ 
il  ijhed  for  the  Government  of  the  faid  Army .  *  Ur  on 
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Upon  Motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Government  of 
the  Army. 

The  following  Perfons  were  chofen  to  compofe  that  Committee, 
Mr.  Wajbington ,  Mr.  Schuyler ,  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr.  GuJ)ring%  and 
Mr.  Henjjes, 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-York,  dated  ioth  In- 
flant,  refpeCling  a  VefTel  which  is  flopped  there,  on  Sufpicion  of 
having  on  Board  Provifions  for  the  Army  and  Navy  at  Bojlon , 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Delegates  of  Majfaebufetts-Bay , 
Connedlicid ,  and  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolvc 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  Conli- 
deration  the  Ways  and  Means  of  railing  Money,  and  the  State  of 
America,  This  to  be  a  {landing  Order,  until  the  Bufinefs  is  corn- 
pleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

1 

Thursday,  June  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Convention  of 
Ne-w-York  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  being 
read. 

* 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
Convention  of  Ne<iv-York,  for  their  Vigilance  in  the  Cafe  of  Captn 
Coffin  $  VefTel,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  that  the  VefTel 
be  unloaded,  and  the  Cargo  faf el y  ftored*  until  all  jufl  Sufpicions 
concerning  the  Deflination  of  it  fhall  be  removed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  tranfmitted  by  the  PreTident,  in 
a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Convention  of  New-York . 

Agreeable  to  Order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole,  and  after  Tome  Time  the  PreTident  refumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to 
fome  farther  Refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read  and  confidered, 

Resolvei),  That  a  General  be  appointed  to  command  all  the 
Continental  Forces,  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  Defence  of  Ame¬ 
rican  Liberty. 

That  five  hundred  Dollars  per  Month  be  allowed  for  the  Pay 
and  Expences  of  the  General. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  General  by 
Ballot,  and  George  Washington,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  c* 
ledled. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Friday,  June  16,  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 
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I  he  President  informed  Col.  Wajhington  that  the  Congrefs  had 
\  efterday  unanimoufly  made  Choice  of  him  to  be  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Forces,  and  requeued  ho 
\vould  accept  of  that  Employment;  to  which  Col.  Wajhington 
ftanding  in  his  Place  anfwered  : 

Mr.  Prefident, 

“  Though  I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  high  Honour  done  me  in 
this  Appointment,  yet,  I  feel  great  Diftrefs  from  a  Confcioufnefs, 
that  my  Abilities  and  Military  Experience  may  not  be  equal  to 
the  extenfive  and  important  Truft :  Plowever,  as  the  Congrefs  de- 
i.ie  it,  I  will  enter  upon  the  momentous  Duty,  and  exert  every 
I  ower  I  poflefs  in  tneir  Service,  and  for  Support  of  the  glorious 
Caufe.  .  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  moft  cordial  Thanks  for  this 
diftinguifhed  leftimony  of  their  Approbation. 

4£  -But,  left  feme  unlucky  Event  fhould  happen  unfavourable  to 
my  Reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered  by  every  Gentleman 
in  the  Room,  that  i  this  Day  declare  with  the  utmoft  Sincerity, 
I  do  not  think  myfelf  equal  to  the  Command  I  am  honoured  with. 

“  As  to  Pay,  Sir,  I  beg  Leave  to  afFure  the  Congrefs,  that  as 
no  pecuniary  Confideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  this 
arduous  Employment,  at  the  Expence  of  my  domeftic  Eafe  and 
Happinefs,  I  do  not  wifh  to  make  any  Profit  from  it.  I  will 
keep  an  exaft  Account  of  my  Expences.  Thofe  I  doubt  not 
they  will  difeharge,  and  that  is  all  I  defire.” 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draught  a 
Commiffion  and  Inftrudlions  for  the  General. 

The  Perfons  chofen  to  compofe  the  Committee  were  Mr.  Leet 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge ,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams . 

The  Papers  transmitted  from  the  Convention  of  New-York 
being  read ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five, 
and  that  they  report  what  Steps,  in  their  Opinion,  are  necefiary 
to  be  taken  for  fecuring  and  preferving  the  Friendlhip  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Nations. 

The  following  Perfons  chofen  for  this  Committee,  viz.  Mr. 
Schuyler ,  Mr.  Henry ,  Mr.  Duane ,  Mr.  Wilfpn ,  and  Mr.  P.  Li- 
vingftoru  , 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  Re- 
folutions. 

Resolved,  That  two  Major-Generals  be  appointed  for  the  A- 
merican  Army. 

That  the  Pay  of  each  of  the  Major-Generals  be  one  hundred  and 
ftuty -fix  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  when  any  of  thefe  acl  in  a  feparate  Department,  he  be 
allowed  for  his  Pay  and  Expences  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  eight  Brigadiers-Gcneral. 


That 
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That  the  Pay  of  each  of  the  Brigadiers-General  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  one  Adjutant-General. 

That  his  Pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Dollars  per  Month, 

That  there  be  one  Commiflary-General  of  Stores  and  Provifions, 

That  his  Pay  be  eighty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  one  Quarter-Mafter-General  for  the  Grand  Ar¬ 
my,  and  one  Deputy  under  him  for  the  feperate  Army. 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Quarter-Mafter-General  be  eighty  Dollars 
per  Month,  and  that  of  the  Deputy  forty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  one  Pay-Mafter-General,  and  a  Deputy  under 
him  for  the  Army  in  a  feparate  Department ;  that  the  Pay  for  the 
Pay-Mafter  General  himfelf  be  one  hundred  Dollars  per  Month, 
and  for  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafter  under  him ,  fifty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  one  Chief  Engineer  at  the  Grand  Army,  and 
that  his  Pay  be fixty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  two  Affiftants  be  employed  under  him,  and  that  the  Pay 
of  each  of  them  be  twenty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  one  Chief  Engineer  for  the  Army  in  a  feparate 
Department,  and  two  Affiftants  under  him  ;  that  the  Pay  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  be  fixty  Dollars  per  Month,  and  the  Pay  of  the 
Affiftants  each  twenty  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  three  Aids  de  Camp  ;  and  that  their  Pay  be 
thirty-three  Dollars  per  Month  each. 

That  there  be  a  Secretary  to  the  General ;  and  that  his  Pay  be 
fxty-fix  Dollars  per  Month. 

That  there  be  a  Secretary  to  the  Major-General  adling  in  a  fe-? 
perate  Department ;  and  that  his  Pay  be  thirty-three  Dollars  per 
Month. 

That  there  be  a  Commiflary  of  the  Mufters. 

That  his  Pay  be  forty  Dollars  per  Month. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-Tork,  received  by  Ex* 
prefs,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  and  the  fame  being 
taken  into  Confideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New'York  be 
defired  immediately  to  apply  to  Governor  Trumbull  to  order  the 
Connecticut  Troops  now  ftationed  at  Greenwich ,  Stanford ,  and 
Parts  adjacent,  to  march  towards  New-Tork . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday,  June  17,  1775^ 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draught  a  Commiffion  to  the  Ge*» 
neral,  reported  the  fame,  which  being  read  by  Paragraphs  and 
debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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In  CONGRESS. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampfhire ,  Maf 
fachufets-Bay ,  Rhode-lfand ,  Connecticut ,  New-Cork,  New-Jer - 
fey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Counties  of  Newcafle ,  Kent,  and  Suffex 
on  Delaware ,  Maryland,  Virginia ,  North-Car olina,  and  South - 
Carolina. 

To  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Es^ 

7^  22,  repojtng  fpecial  Trufi  and  Confidence  in  your  Patriot  ifnt >  Va~ 

-  /  . >  i  ^  and  b  idelity ,  do,  by  thefe  P refents  conjlitute  and  appoint 
you  to  be  General  and  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies ,  and  of  all  the  Forces  now  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  by  them,  and 
cf  all  others  who  Jhall  voluntarily  offer  their  Service,  and  join  the 
faid  Army  for  the  Defence  of  American  Liberty  ,  and  for  '-j repelling 
every  hojtile  Invafton  thereof :  And  you  are  hereby  vejied  with  full 
P  ower  and  Authority  to  a  Cl  as  you  Jhall  think  for  the  good  and  welfare 
of  the  Service. 

And  we  do  hereby  ft riClly  charge  and  require  all  Officers  and  Soldi¬ 
ers  under  your  Command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  Orders,  and  diligent 
in  the  Exercife  of  their  fever  a  l  Duties . 

And  we  do  alfo  enjoin  and  require  you ,  to  be  careful  in  executing 
the  great  Truji  repofed  in  you,  by  caufing  friCl  Difcipline  and  Order 
to  be  obferved  in  the  Army,  and  that  the  Soldiers  be  duly  exercifed , 
and  provided  with  all  convenient  Neceffaries . 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  Conduct  in  every  refpeCl  by  the  Rules 
and  Difcipline  of  War,  ( as  herewith  given  you,)  and  punctually  to  ob - 
ferve  and follow  fuch  Orders  and  Directions  fro?n  time  to  time,  as  you 
Jhall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  thefe  United  Colonies , 
or  Committee  of  CongreJ's. 

Phis  Commiffion  to  continue  in  Force,  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  fu¬ 
ture  Congrefs. 

By  Order  of  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the 
prefident,  attefted  by  the  Secretary,  and  delivered  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral. 

Resolved  unanimously,  Whereas  the  Delegates  of  all 
the  Colonies  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia,  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
have  unanimoufly  chofen  George  Wafhington,  Efq.  to  be  General 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  of  fuch  Forces  as  are  or  (hall  be  raifed 
for  the  maintainence  and  prefervation  of  American  Liberty  ;  this 
Congrefs  doth  now  declare,  that  they  will  maintain  and  affift  him, 
and  adhere  to  him  the  faid  George  Wajhington,  with  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes  in  the  fame  Caufe. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  Officers  in 
the  Army  by  Ballot. 

Artemus  Ward,  Efq.  was  chofen  firft  Major' General. 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq.  Adjutant  General.  » 

Rr  SOLVED, 
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Resolved,  That  Horatio  Gates,  Efq.  now  chofen  Adjutant* 
General,  fhall  have  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General. 

Charles  Lee ,  Efq.  fecond  Major-General. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

» 

Monday,  June  19,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  * 

The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  fundry  Letters  he  had 
received  from  Majfach ufetts -Bay  and  New-York,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry ,  Mr.  Lynch ,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams , 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  General  Lee ,  and  to  inform  him  of 
his  Appointment,  and  requefl  his  Anfwer  whether  he  will  accept 
the  Command. 

The  Committee  returned  and  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on 
General  Lee ,  and  informed  him  of  his  appointment,  and  that  he 
gave  for  anfwer  :  “  That  he  had  the  highefl  Senfe  of  the  Honour 
“conferred  upon  him  by  the  Congrefs ;  that  no  Effort  in  his 
“  Power  fhall  be  wanting  to  ferve  the  American  Caufe.” 

The  Letters  from  MaJJdchufetts-Bay  being  taken  into  confedera¬ 
tion,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  Refolve  : 

That  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  be  requefted  to  direct  all  the 
Forces  raifed  in  that  Colony,  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  or  recommended  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  marched 
towards  New-York ,  to  be  immediately  fent  to  join  the  combined 
Army  before  Bojlon  :  And  it  is  earneftlv  recommended  to  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode-  Ifl arid,  and  to  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New- 
Hampjhire ,  to  fend  immediately  to  the  Army  before  Bojlon  fuch 
of  the  Forces  as  are  already  embodied  towards  their  Quotas  of  the 
Troops  agreed  to  be  raifed  by  the  New-England  Colonies. 

Re  solved,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge ,  and  Mr.  J,  Adams , 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  Form  of  a  Commiffion  for  the 
Maj  or  Generals,  alfo  for  the  Brigadier  Generals,  and  other  Offi-? 
cers  in  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  four  Major  Generals. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  the  two  remaining  Major 
Generals,  when  Philip  Schuyler ,  Efq.  was  chofen  third  Major  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  Jfrael  Putnam ,  Efq.  was  unanimoufly  chofen  fourth 
Major  General. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Form  of  a  Commiffion 
for  the  Major  and  Brigadier  Generals  reported  the  fame,  which 
bei  ng  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  thereof  be  made  out,  figned  by  the 
Prefident,  and  atteiled  by  the  Secretary,  for  each  of  the  Major 
Generals  and  Brigadier  Generals. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  get  a  Number  of  Commiffions, 
with  proper  Blanks,  printed  for  the  other  Officers, 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Petition  to  the  King* 
reported  a  draught  of  one,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  June  20,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  pfepare  Inftrudions  to  the  Ge^ 
neral  reported  the  fame,  which  being  read  and  debated,  were 
greed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  June  21,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Jejferfon  appeared  as  a  Delegate  for  the  Colony  of 
Virginia,  and  produced  his  Credentials,  which  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

At  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Corpo¬ 
rations  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia ,  at  the  town  of  Richmond ,  in  the 
County  of  Henrico ,  on  Monday  27th  March ,  1775* 

On  a  Motion  made ,  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Jefferfon,'Et{(\,  be 
appointed  a  Deputy  to  repreient  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs, 
in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph ,  Efq.  in  cafe  of  the 
non-attendance  of  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq.. 

Attejl,  John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  Convention . 

At  a  General  Aflembly,  began  and  held  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
City  of  Willi amfburgh ,  on  Thurfday ,  ill  June ,  in  the  fifteenth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  our  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God 
of  Great- Britain ,  &c.  A.  D.  1775* 

Monday ,  5 th  June ,  15th  G.  III.  1775. 
Resolved,  N.  C.  D .  That  this  Houfe  doth  intirely  approve 
of  the  Proceedings  and  Refolutions  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates 
for  the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  held 
at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  the  20th  of  March, 
1775;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  People  of  this 
Colony,  ftri&ly  to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 

By  the  Houfe  of  Burgejfes, 

Peyton  Randolph,  Speaker, 

Mr.  Henry  informed  the  Congrcfs,  that  the  General  had  put 
into  his  Hand  fundry  Queries,  to  which  he  defired  the  Congrefs 

would  give  an  Anfwer. 

The  Queries  being  read  and  debated. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare 
proper  Anfwers. 

The  Perfons  chofen  were,  Mr,  Deane,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  J,  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee . 

' On  a  Motion  made ,  Resolved,  That  the  General  be  allowed 

three  Aids-de-Camp. 


That 


That  each  of  the  Major-Generals  have  two  AidS-de-Camp. 
That  their  Pay  be  thirty-three  Dollars  per  Month  each. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 


Thursday,  June  22,  1775 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Anfwers  to  the  General  3 
Queries,  reported  the  fame  which  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  came  to  the  following  Refolutions  . 

Resolved,  That  the  Number  of  Brigadier-Generals  be  aug¬ 
mented  to  eight ;  and  the  fame  were  chofen  by  Ballot,  as  follows; 

Seth  Pomeroy ,  Efq.  firft  Brigadier  General. 

Richard  Montgomery ,  Efq*  fecond  do. 

David  Worjier ,  Efq.  third  do. 

William  Heath ,  Efq.  fourth  do. 

Jofeph  Spencer ,  Efq-  fifth  do. 

Johfi  Thomas ,  Efq.  fixth  do. 

John  Sullivan ,  Efq.  feventh  do. 

Nathaniel  Green ,  Efq.  eighth  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  Troops,  including  the  Volunteers,  be 
furnifhed  with  Camp  Equipage,  and  Blankets  where  neceffary,  at 
the  Continental  Expence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  now  in  the  Army  receive  their 
new  Commifiions  through  the  Hands  of  the  Gencial. 

Resolved,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Two  Millions  of  Spanijb 
milled  Dollars  be  emitted  by  the  Congrefs  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for 
the  defence  of  America . 

Resolved,  That  the  Twelve  Confederated  Colonies  be  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  now  duelled  to  be  emit¬ 
ted. 

Upon  Motion  made ,  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  raife  two  more  Companies  of  Riflemen,  and  that  thefe,  with 
the  fix  before  ordered  to  be  by  them  raifed,  making  eight  Com¬ 
panies,  be  formed  into  a  Battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch 
Field  Officers,  Captains,  and  Lieutenants,  as  fliall  be  lecommen* 
ded  by  the  AfTembly  or  Convention  of  faid  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o  clock. 


Tuesday,  June  23,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Crown- Point ,  dated  June  10,  wa^  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  and  read.  Information  being  given,  that  two  Offi- 
cers  who  brought  the  Letter  were  at  the  Door,  and  had  feme 
Things  of  Importance  to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were  introduced. 
After  they  withdrew,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  Keiol  Li¬ 


lians. 


lie  0 


-V*  ;,-*3  -:*■  ..  V-  '• 


* 

•  *  j.  f£r  •'-> 


■i 


I 

cli; 


1 

1 


r  -  *  *r-  ' 


I  2  6 


Journals  of  Co 


NGRESS. 


.  ^.E S? L VED’  ^lat  lt;  recommended  to  the  Officer  command- 
mg  in  the  Aew-York  Department,  to  procure,  as  focn  as  poffible 

V  ,  °f,T  M?"  emPlo5’ed  »n  taking  and  garrifoning  Crown- 
Point  mA  ficondercga,  and  keeping  Poffeffion  of  the  Lakes,  and 
alio  of  their  Difburiements,  in  order  that  they  may  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  their  Pay  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Officers 
and  Privates  in  the  American  Army;  the  higheft  of  the  Officers 
act  to  exceed  that  of  a  Captain,  and  that  the  Pay  commence  the 
third  Day  of  May '  lalt,  and  continue  till  they  are  difcharged. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  cf 
Newark,  that  they  confuting  with  General  Schuyler ,  employ 
in  the  Army  to  be  ra.fed  for  the  Defence  of  America,^  called 

Green.  Mountain  Boys,  under  fuch  Officers  as  the  faid  Green 
Mountain  Boys  fhall  chufe. 

On  a  MonoN  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
T;  t0  draw  up  a  Declaration  to  be  publifhed  by  General 

ajhington,  upon  his  Arrival  at  the  Camp  before  Boflon. 

The  Committee  chofen  are  Mr.  J.  Rutledge ,  Mr.  W.  Living 
Jtoii)  Mi.  Franklin ,  Mr.  Jay  y  and  Mr.  pohjifon. 

Agreeable  to  Order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  Confideration  the  State 
of  America ,  and  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  re¬ 
fumed.  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  certain  Refolutions 
come  into  by  them,  and  that  not  having  yet  fmifhed,  they  defired 
Leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Number  and  Denomination  of  the  Bills, 
to  be  emitted  be  as  follows  : 

49  ,ooo  Bills  of  8  Dollars  each  —  392,000 

49,000  Do.  of  7  Dollars  each  —  343,000 

of  6  Dollars  each  —  294,000 
of  5  Dollars  each  —  245,000 

of  4  Dollars  each  —  196,000 

of  3  Dollars  each  —  147,000 

of  2  Dollars  each  —  98,000 

of  1  Dollar  each  —  49,000 

of  20  Dollars  each  —  236,000 


49,000  Do. 
49,000  Do. 
49,000  Do. 
49,000  Do. 
49,000  Do. 
49,000  Do. 
11,800  Do. 


Total  403,800  2,000,000 

Resolved,  Th  at  the  Form  of  the  Bills  be  as  follows  : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

No.  ,  .  Dollars. 

T  H  IS  Bill  entitles  the  Beai  Aer  to  receive 

Spanijh  milled  Dollars ,  or  the 
Value  thereof  in  Gold  or  Silver ,  according  to  the  Refolutio?is  of 
the  Congrefs ,  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  10 th  Day  of  May  y 
A.  D .  1775*  Resolved, 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams ,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge ,  Mr. 
Duane ,  Doctor  Franklin ,  and  Mr.  IVilfon ,  be  a  Committee  to  get 
proper  Plates  engraved,  to  provide  Paper,  and  to  agree  with 
Printers  to  print  the  above  Bills. 

The  Order  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  renewed,  and  the 
Congrefs  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday,  June  24,  1775’ 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

On  a  Motion  made.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  feven 
be  appointed  to  devife  Ways  and  Means  to  put  the  Militia  of  A- 
meric  a  in  a  proper  State  for  the  Defence  of  America. 

The  Members  chofen  are  Mr.  Paine ,  Mr.  Harrifcn ,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Dickinfcn. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declaration  to  be  pub- 
M flied  by  General  Washington  upon  his  Arrival  at  the  Camp  before 
Bojlon ,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read  and  debated, 
and  after  fome  Time  referred  for  farther  ''Confideration  till  Monday 
next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

J  .  %  • 

Monday,  June  26,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  devife  Ways  and  Means  for  introdu¬ 
cing  the  Manufacture  of  Salt-Petre  into  thefe  Colonies. 

The  State  of  North-Carolina  being  taken  into  Confideration, 
the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  Refolutions. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  Enemies 
of  the  Liberties  of  America  are  purfning  Meafures  to  divide  the 
good  People  of  the  Colony  of  North-Carolina ,  and  to  defeat  the 
American  Affociation  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  Colony, 
who  wifh  well  to  the  Liberties  of  America^  to  affociate  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  American  Liberty,  and  to  embody  themfelves  as  Militia, 
under  proper  Officers. 

Resolved,  That  in  Cafe  the  Affembly  or  Convention  of  that 
Colony  fhall  think  it  abfolutely  necelfary  for  the  Support  of  the 
American  Affociation  and  Safety  of  the  Colony,  to  raife  a  Body 
of  Forces  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  Men,  this  Congrefs  will 
conftder  them  as  an  American  Army,  and  provide  for  their  Pay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion,  and  after  fome  Debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Dickinfon 
and  Mr.  Jefferfon  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered, 
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R b i. red.  That  the  Prefident  write  to  Governor  Trumbull % 
him’  and  alfo  the  Conventions  of  New-Hampjhire  and 

faJ/ackufetts-Bay ,  and  the  Government  of  Rhode -If and,  that  the 

rn!"*r  Cr  iilVC  aPP°*n*-ed  George  JVaJhington ,  Efq;  Commander  in 
Mnet  of  a]]  the  Forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  Defence  of 

America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  June  2*j9  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

On  Motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Governor  Skene  be  fent 
under  a  Guard  to  Weathersfield,  or  Middletown ,  in  the  County  of 
Hartford ,  in  Co?inetticut ,  there  to  be  confined  on  his  Parole,  not 
t°  go  out  of  the  Bounds  prefcribed  to  him  by  Governor  Trumbull. 

kdered.  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennfylvania  take  Meafures 
to  have  the  above  Refolve  carried  into  Execution. 

A^  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Majfachufetts- B  ay ,  received 
b\  Expiels,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  Confederation  of  the  State  of 
Affairs  in  tne  A ew-Tork  Department,  and  after  fome  Time  fpent 
therein,  came  to  certain  Refolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
immediately  trammitted  to  General  Schuyler  for  his  Direction. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Great- Britain,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock, 

Wednesday,  June  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Army,  reported  the  fame-, 
which  was  read  and  taken  into  Confideration.  And  the  Remain¬ 
der  of  the  Day,  and  the  Day  following  being  fpent  thereon?  ad¬ 
journed  till  the  next  Day  at  nine  o’clock. 

Friday,  June  30,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  Rules  and  ReoU- 
lations,  which  being  gone  through,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows? 

Whereas  his  Majefiy’s  moll  faithful  Subje&s  in  thefe  Colonies 
are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  Situation,  by  the  Attempts 
of  the  Britijb  Miniftry,  to  carry  into  Execution,  by  Force  of 
Arms,  fevera)  unconflitutional  and  oppreflive  Acts  of  the  Britijb 
Parliament  for  laying  Taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the  colle&ion 
of  thofe  Taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the  Conflitution 
and  internal  Police  of  fome  of  thefe  Colonies,  in  violation  of  the 
natural  and  civil  Rights  of  the  Colonies. 


And 
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And  whereas  Hoftilities  have  been  a£lually  commenced  in  Map- 
fachufett's-Bay ,  by  the  Britijh  Troops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Gage,  and  the  Lives  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
that  Colony  deflroyed;  the  Town  of  Bojion  not  only  having  been 
long  occupied  as  a  garrifoned  Town  in  an  Enemy’s  Country, 
but  the  Inhabitants  thereof  treated  with  a  Severity  and  Cruelty 
not  to  be  juflified  even  towards  declared  Enemies. 

And  whereas  large  reinforcements  have  been  ordered  and  are  foon 
expelled,  for  the  declared  Purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  Colonies  to 
fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  laid  A£ts,  which  hath  rendered  it 
neceffary,  and  an  indifpenfible  Duty,  for  the  express  Purpofe  of 
fecuring  and  defending  thefe  Colonies,  and  preferving  them  in 
Safety  againfl  all  Attempts  to  carry  the  faid  Adis  into  execution, 
that  an  armed  Force  be  railed  fufficient  to  defeat  fuch  Ho- 
ftile  Defigns,  and  preferve  and  defend  the  Lives,  Liberties,  and 
Immunities  of  the  Colonifts ;  for  the  due  regulating  and  well  or¬ 
dering  of  which  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Rules  and  Orders  be  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  obferved  by  fuch  Forces  as  'are  or  may  hereafter 
be  railed  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid. 

Article  I.  That  every  Officer  who  fhall  be  retained,  and  every 
Soldier  who  fhall  ferve  in  the  Continental  Army,  fhall,  at  the  time 
of  his  acceptance  of  his  Commiffion  or  Inliflment,  fubfcribe  thefe 
Rules  and  Regulations.  And  that  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  al¬ 
ready  of  that  Army,  fhall  alfo,as  foon  as  may  be, fubfcribe  the  fame; 
from  the  time  of  which  fubfcription  every  Officer  and  Soldier  fhall 
be  bound  by  thofe  Regulations.  But  if  any  of  the  Officers  or  Sol¬ 
diers,  now  of  the  faid  Army,  do  not  fubfcribe  thefe  Rules  and  Re¬ 
gulations,  then  they  may  be  retained  in  the  laid  Army,  fubjedl  to 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  under  which  they  entered  into  the  Ser¬ 
vice,  or  be  difcharged  from  the  Service,  at  the  option  of  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief. 

II.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  di¬ 
ligently  to  attend  divine  Service  ;  and  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  who 
fhall  behave  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any  Place  of  Divine  "W or- 
fhip,  {hall,  if  commiffioned  Officers,  be  brought  before  a  Court- 
Martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  Pre- 
fident ;  if  non-commiffioned  Officers  or  Soldiers,  every  Perfon  fo 
offending,  fhall,  for  his  firfl  Offence  forfeit  one  fixth  of  a  Dollar, 
to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next  Pay  ;  for  the  lecond  Offence,  he 
fhall  not  only  forfeit  a  like  Sum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four 
Hours,  and  for  every  like  Offence,  fhall  Suffer  and  Pay  in  like 
Manner  ;  which  Money  fo  forfeited  fhall  be  applied  to  the  TJfe  ot 
of  the  Tick  Soldiers  of  the  Troop  or  Company  to  which  the  Of¬ 
fender  belongs. 

III.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  ufe 
any  profane  Oath  or  Execration,  {hall  incur  the  Penalties  expref- 
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fed  in  the  foregoing  Article;  and  if  a  commifiioned  Officer  be  thus 
guilty  of  profane  curfing  or  fwearing,  he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  for 

each  and  every  fuch  Offence,  the  Sum  of  Four  Shillings,  lawful 
Money.  & 

IV.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  behave  himfelf  with  con¬ 
tempt  or  difrefpeft  towards  the  General  or  Generals,  or  Command¬ 
ers  in  Chief  of  the  Continental  Forces,  or  fhall  fpeak  falfe  Words, 
tending  to  his  or  their  Hurt  or  Difhonour,  fhall  be  punifhed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  his  Offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general 
Court  Martial. 

V.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or 
join  in  any  Mutiny  or  Sedition,  in  the  Regiment,  Troop,  or 
Company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  Regiment,  Troop, 
or  Company  of  the  Continental  Forces,  either  by  Land  or  Sea, 
or  in  any  Part,  Poll,  Detachment,  or  Guard,  on  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as  by  a  general  Court- 
Martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

VI.  Any  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who 
being  prefent  at  any  Mutiny  or  Sedition,  does  not  ufe  his  utmofl 
endeavours  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  Mutiny  or  intended  Mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give 
information  thereof  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  fhall  be  punifhed 
by  Order  of  a  general  Court-Martial,  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  Offence. 

VII.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  ftrike  his  fuperior  Offi¬ 
cer,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  fhall  lift  up  any  Weapon,  or 
offer  any  Violence  againft  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  Office, 
on  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  or  fhall  difobey  any  lawful  Commands 
of  his  fuperior  Officer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as  fhall, 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  Offence,  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence 
of  a  general  Court-Martial. 

VIII.  Any  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier  who  fhall  de- 
fert,  or  without  leave  of  his  commanding  Officer,  abfent  himfelf 
from  the  Troop  or  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any 
Detachment  of  the  fame,  fhall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be 
punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  Offence,  at  the  diferetion 
of  a  general  Court-Martial. 

IX.  Whatfoever  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  be  convi&ed  of  having 
advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  Officer  or  Soldier  to  defert,  fhall 
fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  Court-Martial. 

X.  All  Officers,  of  what  condition  foever,  fhall  have  Power  to 
part  and  quell  all  Quarrels,  Frays,  and  Diforders,  though  the 
Perfons  concerned  fliould  belong  to  another  Regiment,  Troop,  or 
Company;  and  either  order  Officers  to  be  arreffed,  or  non-com¬ 
miffioned  Officers  or  Soldiers  to  be  confined  and  imprifoned,  till 
their  proper  fuperior  Officers  fhall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and 
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whoever  (hall  refufe  to  obey  fuch  Officer,  (though  of  an  inferior 
Rank,)  or  fhall  draw  his  Sword  upon  him,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the 
difcretion  of  a  general  CourtTMartial. 

XI.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  provok¬ 
ing  Speeches  or  Geflures  to  another,  nor  fhall  prefume  to  fend  a 
Challenge  to  any  Perfon  to  fight  a  Duel  :  And  whoever  fhall  know¬ 
ingly  and  willingly  fuffer  any  Perfon  whatfoever  to  go  forth  to 
fight  a  Duel,  or  fhall  fecond,  promote,  or  carry  any  Challenge, 
fhall  be  deemed  as  a  Principal ;  and  whatfoever  Officer  or  Soldier 
fhall  upbraid  another  for  refufing  a  Challenge,  fhall  alio  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  Challenger ;  and  all  fuch  Offenders,  in  any  of  thefe  or 
fuch  like  cafes,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general 
Court-Martial. 

XII.  Every  Officer  commanding  in  Quarters,  or  on  a  March, 
fhall  keep  good  Order,  and,  to  the  utmofl  of  his  Power,  redrefs 
all  fuch  Abufes  or  Diforders  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
Officer  or  Soldier  under  his  command:  If  upon  any  complaint  be¬ 
ing  made  to  him,  of  Officers  or  Soldiers  beating,  or  otherwife  ill- 
treating  any  Perfon,  or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the 
difquieting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Continent ;  he  the  faid  Com¬ 
mander,  who  fhall  refufe  or  omit  to  fee  Juflice  done  on  the  Offen¬ 
der  or  Offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  Party  or  Parties  in¬ 
jured,  as  far  as  the  Offender’s  Wages  fhall  enable  him  or  them, 
fhall,  upon  due  Proof  thereof,  be  punifhed  as  ordered  by  a  gene¬ 
ral  Court-Martial,  in  fuch  Manner  as  if  he  himfelf  had  committed 
the  Crimes  or  Diforders  complained  of. 

XIII.  If  any  Officer  fhould  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his 
Colonel  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment,  and  fhall, 
upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he 
may  complain  to  the  General  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Forces,  in  order  to  obtain  Juflice,  who  is  hereby  requi¬ 
red  to  examine  into  faid  Complaint,  and  fee  that  juflice  be  done. 

XIV.  If  any  inferior  Officer  or  Soldier,  fhall  think  himfelf 
wronged  by  his  Captain  or  other  Officer  commanding  the  Troop 
or  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
fummon  a  regimental  Court-Martial,  for  the  doing  Juflice  to  the 
Complainant ;  from  which  regimental  Court-Martial,  either  Party 
may,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  flill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general 
Court-Martial;  but  if,  upon  a  fecond  hearing,  the  Appeal  fhall 
appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundlefs,  the  Perfon  fo  appealing, 
fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  general  Court-Martial. 

XV.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  fhall  be 
convi£led,  at  a  regimental  Court-Martial,  of  having  fold,  or  de- 
fignedly,  or  through  negle£l,  wafled  the  Ammunition,  Arms,  or 
Provifions,  or  other  Military  Stores,  delivered  out  to  him,  to  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  this  Continent,  fhall,  if  an  Officer,  be 
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duced  to  a  private  Centinel ;  and  if  a  private  Soldier,  fhall  fuffer 
t^j  Puni  men^  as  hiall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  Court-Mar- 

XVI.  All  non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  fhall 
be  found  one  Mile  from  the  Camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from 
their  commanding  Officer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  fhall  be 

inflicted  on  him  or  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  Court- 
Martial.  ,  ° 

XVII.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  Quarters  or 
Camp,  without  leave  from  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Reof- 

JT1.en*,^UJ')0n  Penalty  being  puniflied  according  to  the  nature^of 
.us  Ofience,  by  order  of  a  regimental  Court-Martial. 

^  XVIII.  Every  non-commiffioned  Officer  and  Soldier  fhall  re- 
tiieto  his  Quarters,  or  Tent,  at  the  beating  of  the  Retreat;  in 
default  of  which,  he  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  Offence,  by  order  of  the  commanding  Officer. 

XIX.  No  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  fhall 
fail  of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  Place  of  Parade  or  Ex- 
ercue,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  commanding  Officer, 
if  not  prevented  by  Sicknefs  or  fome  other  evident  neceffity  ;  or 
fhall  go  from  the  faid  place  of  Rendezvous,  or  from  his  Guard, 
without  leave  from  his  commanding  Officer,  before  he  fhall  be  re¬ 
gularly  difmiffed  or  relieved,  on  Penalty  of  being  punifhed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  his  Offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental 
Court-Martial. 

XX.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  Officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on 
his  Guard,  Party,  or  Duty,  under  Arms,  fhall  be  cafhiered  for 
it  ;  any  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier  fo  offending,  fhall  fuf¬ 
fer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  regi¬ 
mental  Court-Martial. 

\ 

XXI.  Whatfoever  Centinel  fhall  be  found  Peeping  upon  his 
Poft,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  relieved,  Piall 
fuffer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  Piall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  Court-Martial. 

XXII.  Any  Perfon  belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  who, 

by  difeharging  of  Fire-arms,  beating  of  Drums,  or  by  any  other 
means  whatfoever,  fhall  occafion  falfe  Alarms,  in  Camp  or  Quar¬ 
ters,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  a  general  Court-Martial.  v 

XXIII.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall,  without  urgent 
Neceffity,  or  without  leave  of  his  fuperior  Officer,  quit  his  Pla¬ 
toon  or  Divilion,  Piall  be  puniPied  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
Offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  Court-Martial. 

XXIV.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  Piall  do  Violence,  or  offer  any 
Infult,  or  Abufe,  to  any  Perfon  who  fhall  bring  Provifions,  or 
other  Neceffaries,  to  the  Camp  or  Quarters  of  the  Continental 
Army  ;  any  Officer  or  Soldier  fo  offending,  Piall,  upon  complaint 
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being  made  to  the  commanding  Officer,  fuffer  fuch  Puniffiment 
as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  Court-Martial. 

XXV.  Whatfoever  Officer  or  Soldier  {hall  ffiamefully  abandon 
any  Poft  committed  to  his  charge,  or  ffiall  {peak  Words  inducing 
others  to  do  the  like,  in  time  of  an  Engagement,  ffiall  fufier  death 
immediately. 

XXVI.  Any  Perfon  belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  who 
ffiall  make  known  the  Watch-word  to  any  Perfon  who  is  not  in- 
titled  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Difcipline  of  War, 
or  ffiall  prefume  to  give  a  Parole,  or  Watch-word,  different  from 
what  he  received,  ffiall  fuffer  Death,  or  fuch  other  Puniffiment  as 
ffiall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  Court-Martial. 

XXVII.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  Continental  Army,  ffiall 
relieve  the  Enemy  with  Money,  Victuals,  or  Ammunition,  or  ffiall 
knowingly  harbour  orprotedl  an  Enemy,  ffiall  fuffer  fuch  Puniffi¬ 
ment  as  by  a  general  Court-Martial  ffiall  be  ordered. 

XXVIII.  Whofoever  belonMne  to  the  Continental  Armv, 

00  #  ^ 

ffiall  be  convicted  of  holding  Correfpondence  with,  or  of  giving 
Intelligence  to  the  Enemy,  either  directly  or  indireftly,  ffiall  fuf¬ 
fer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  by  a  general  Court-Martial  ffiall  be  or¬ 
dered. 

XXIX.  All  public  Stores  taken  in  the  Enemy’s  Camp  or  Ma¬ 
gazines,  whether  of  Artillery,  Ammunition,  Cloathing,  or  Pro- 
vilions,  ffiall  be  fecured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  ffiall  leave  his  Poff  or  Colours, 
in  time  of  an  Engagement,  to  go  in  fearch  of  Plunder,  he  ffiall, 
upon  being  convidted  thereof  before  a  general  Court-Martial,  fuf¬ 
fer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  by  the  faid  Court-Martial  ffiall  be  ordered. 

XXXI.  If  any  Commander  of  any  Poft,  Intrenchment,  or 
Eortrefs,  ffiall  be  compelled,  by  the  Officers  or  Soldiers  under  his 
command,  to  give  it  up  to  the  Enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the 
commiffioned  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officers,  or  Soldiers,  who 
ffiall  be  convidfed  of  having  fo  offended,  ffiall  fuffer  Death,  or  fuch 
other  Puniffiment  as  may  be  inflicled  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of 
a  general  Court-Martial. 

XXXII.  All  Suttlers  and  Retailers  to  a  Camp,  and  all  Fer- 
fons  whatfoever,  ferving  with  the  Continental  Army  in  the  Field, 
though  not  inlifted  Soldiers,  are  to  be  fubjedl  to  the  Articles, 
Rules,  and  Regulations  of  the  Continental  Army. 

XXXIII.  No  General  Court-Martial  ffiall  confift  of  a  lefs 
Number  than  thirteen,  none  of  which  ffiall  be  under  the  Degree  of 
a  Commiffioned  Officer  ;  and  the  Prefident  ffiall  be  a  Field  Officer  : 
And  the  Prefident  of  each  and  every  Court-Martial,  whether  Ge¬ 
neral  or  Regimental,  ffiall  have  Power  to  adminifter  an  Oath  to 
every  Witnefs,  in  order  to  the  Trial  of  Offenders.  And  the  Mem,- 
Jiers  of  all  Courts-Martial  ffiall  be  duly  fworn  by  the  Prefident  ; 
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and  the  next  in  Rank  on  the  Court-Martial,  /hall  adminifter  the 
Oath  to  the  Prefident. 

•  r^,^le  ^em^erGJ  hoth  of  General  and  Regimental 

ourts-Maitial,  /hall,  when  belonging  to  different  Corps,  take 
the  fame  Rank  which  they  hold  in  the  Army ;  but  when  Courts- 
Martial  {hall  be  compofed  of  Officers  of  one  Corps,  they  /hall  take 
then  Ranks  accoiding  to  their  Commiffions  by  which  they  are 
muttered  in  the  faid  Corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  Members  of  a  Court-Martial,  are  to  behave 
with  Calmnefs,  Decency,  and  Impartiality*  and  in  o-ivinc*  of 
their  Votes,  are  to  begin  with  the  youngeft  or  lowed  in^Conimif- 
iion. 

XXXVI.  No  field  Officer  /hall  be  tried  by  any  Perfon  under 
the  Degree  of  a  Captain  ;  nor  /hall  any  Proceedings  or  Trials  be 
carried  on,  excepting  between  the  Hours  of  eight  in  the  Morning, 
and  three  in  the  Afternoon,  except  in  Cafes  which  require  an  im¬ 
mediate  Example. 

XXXVII.  1  he  Commifiioned  Officers  of  every  Regiment  may,  > 
by  the  Appointment  of  their  Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer, 
hold  Regimental  Courts-Martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  De¬ 
putes  or  criminal  Matters  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the 
inflicting  corporal  Punifhments,  for  fmall  Offences,  and  fhali  give 
judgment  by  the  Majority  of  Voices  ;  but  no  Sentence  fhali  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  till  the  Commanding  Officer  (not  being  a  Member  of  the 
Court-Martial)  fhali  have  confirmed  the  fame. 

XXXVIII.  No  Regimental  Court-Martial  fhali  confiff  of  Iefs 
than  five  Officers,  excepting  in  Cafes  where  that  Number  cannot 
be  conveniently  affembled,  when  three  may  be  fufficient ;  who  are 
likewife  to  determine  upon  the  Sentence  by  the  Majority  of  Voices; 
which  Sentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Commanding  Officer, 
not  being  a  Member  of  the  Court-Martial. 

XXXIX.  Every  Officer,  commanding  in  any  Fort,  Caftle,  or 
Barrack,  or  elfewhere,  where  the  Corps  under  his  Command 
confifts  of  Detachments  from  different  Regiments,  or  of  indepen¬ 
dent  Companies,  may  affemble  Courts-Martial  for  the  Trial  of 
Offenders  in  the  fame  Manner  as  if  they  were  Regimental,  whofe 
Sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  /hall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid 
Commanding  Officer. 

XL.  No  Perfon  whatfoever  /hall  ufe  menacing  Words,  Signs, 
or  Geflures  in  the  Prefence  of  a  Court-Martial  then  fitting,  or 
/hall  caufe  any  Diforder  or  Riot,  fo  as  to  dillurb  their  Proceeding, 
on  the  Penalty  of  being  puni/hed  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  faid 
Court-Martial. 

XLI.  To  the  End  that  Offenders  may  be  brought  to  Juftice ; 
whenever  any  Officer  or  Soldier  /hall  commit  a  Crime  deferving 
Puni/hment,  he  /hall  by  his  Commanding  Officer,  if  an  Officer, 
be  put  in  Arrefl ;  if  a  Non-commifiioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  be 

imprifoned 
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imprifoned  till  he  (hall  be  either  tried  by  a  Court-  Martial,  or 
(hall  be  lawfully  difcharged  by  proper  Authority. 

XLII.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  who  ffiall  be  put  in  Arreft,  or 
Imprifonment,  ffiall  continue  in  his  Confinement  more  than  eight 
Days,  or  till  fuch  Time  as  a  Court-Martial  can  be  conveniently 
afTembled. 

XLIII.  No  Officer  commanding  a  Guard,  or  Provoft-Marffial, 
ffiall  refufe  to  receive  or  keep  any  Prifoner  committed  to  his 
Charge,  by  an  Officer  belonging  to  the  Continental  forces; 
which  Officer  ffiall  at  the  fame  Time  deliver  an  Account  in  wri¬ 
ting,  figned  by  himfelf,  of  the  Crime  with  which  the  faid  Prifoner 

is  charged. 

XLIV.  No  Officer  commanding  a  Guard,  or  Provoft-Marffial, 
ffiall  prefume  to  releafe  any  Prifoner  committed  to  his  Charge, 
without  proper  Authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  ffiall  he  fuffer  any 
Prifoner  to  efcape,  on  the  Penalty  of  being  puniffied  for  it,  by 
the  Sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

XLV.  Every  Officer  or  Provoft-Marffial,  to  whofe  Charge 
Prifoners  ffiall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty- 
four  Hours  after  fuch  Commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  ffiall  be  re- 
leaved  from  his  Guard,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  to  whom  the  Prifoner  belongs  ^where  the  Prifoner  is 
confined  upon  the  Guard  belonging  to  the  faid  Regiment,  and 
that  his  Offence  only  relates  to  the  Negled  of  Duty  in  his  own 
Corps)  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  their  Names,  their  Crimes, 
and  the  Names  of  the  Officers  who  committed  them,  on  the  Pe¬ 
nalty  of  being  puniffied  for  his  Difobedience  or  Neglect,  at  the 
Difcretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

XLVI.  And  if  any  Officer  under  Arreft  ffiall  leave  his  Confine¬ 
ment  before  he  is  fet  at  Liberty  by  the  Officer  who  confined  him, 
or  by  a  fuperior  Power,  he  ffiall  be  caffiiered  for  it. 

XLV II.  Whatfoever  Commiffioned  Officer  ffiall  be  convicfted 
before  a  General  Court-Martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcandalous,  in¬ 
famous  Manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming  the  Character  of  an  Offi¬ 
cer  and  a  Gentleman,  ffiall  be  difcharged  from  the  Service. 

XLVIII.  All  Officers,  Conductors,  Gunners,  Matroffcs, 
Drivers,  or  any  other  Perfons  whatfoever,  receiving  Pay  or  Hire, 
in  the  Service  of  the  Continental  Artillery,  ffiall  be  governed  by 
the  aforefaid  Rules  and  Articles,  and  ffiall  be  fubjedft  to  be  tried 
by  Courts-Martial,  in  like  Manner  with  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Continental  Troops. 

XLIX.  For  Differences  arifing  amongft  themfelves,  or  in  Mat¬ 
ters  relating  folely  to  their  own  Corps,  the  Courts-Martial  may 
be  compofed  of  their  own  Officers  ;  but  where  a  Number  fufficient 
of  fuch  Officers  cannot  be  affembled,  or  in  Matters  wherein  other 
Corps  are  interefted,  the  Officers  of  Artillery  lhall  lit  in  Courts- 
Martial,  with  the  Officers  of  the  other  Corps, 
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V  ^r‘mes’  fot  capita],  and  all  Diforders  and  NegledD, 

:iho°fCerSrd,SoIdl^m^  be  SuiItF  of>  t0  the  Prejudice  of 
A  0rd^r  ^"d  milltary  Difdphne,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 
Articles  of  War,  are  to  be  taken  Cognizance  of  by  a  General  or 

Y$'mn-a'  C0UrtjJ!Iartla1.’  according  to  the  Nature  and  Degree 
ot  the  O lienee,  and  be  punilhed  at  their  Difcretion.  6 

tij[-  Tl;f  no  Pa'fons  lhall  be  fentenced  by  a  Court-Martial  to 
fuffer  Death  except  m  the  Cafes  cxprefsly  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  Ai tides ;  nor  lhall  any  Punilhment  be  inflided  at  the  Dif¬ 
cretion  of  a  Court-Martial,  other  than  degrading,  catering, 
drumming^  out  of  the  Army,  dipping  not  exceeding  Thirty-nim 
Lalla:,,  fine  not  exceeding  two  Months  Pay  of  the  Offender,  im- 
prijonmsnt  not  exceeding  one  Month. 

LIT.  1  he  Field  Officers  of  each  and  every  Regiment  are  to  ap- 
point  home  fuitable  Perfon  belonging  to  fuch  Regiment,  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  Inch  fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  Breach 
ot  any  of  the  foregoing  Articles,  and  lhall  direft  the  fame  to  be 
carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  Relief  of  fuch  lick,  wounded, 
or  neceffitous  Soldiers,  as  belong  to  fuch  Regiment;  and  fuch 

Perfon  lhall  account  with  fuch  Officer  for  all  Fines  received,  and 
the  Application  thereof. 

LIIL.  All  Members  fitting  in  Courts-Martial  lhall  be  fworn 
by  the  Prefident  of  faid  Courts,  which  Prefident  lhall  himfelf  be 
fworn  by  the  Officer  in  faid  Court  next  in  Rankr—The  Oath  to 
be  admimftered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  Trial  of  any 
Offender,  in  Form  following,  viz.  7 

To  a  A .  B,  fwear  that  you  e will  well  aud  truly  try ,  and  impar¬ 
tially  deter  ?7iine  the  Caufe  of the  Prij'oner  now  to  he  tried}  according 
to  the  Buies  fo)  i  emulating  the  Continental  Army*  So  help  yoii 
God.”  * 

Xj I V.  -All  Pcrfons  called  to  give  Evidence,  m  any  Cafe,  before 
a  Court-Martial,  who  (hall  refufe  to  give  Evidence,  lhall  be  pu¬ 
nched  for  fuch  refufal  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  Court-Martial  :■ _ _ 

The  oath  to  be  adminidered  in  the  following  Form,  viz. 

“  Tou  fwear  the  Evidence  you  fh  all  give  in  the  cafe  novo  in  hear - 
ingy  Jhall he  the  Truth ,  the  whole  Truth ,  and  nothin a  hut  the  Truth . 
So  help  you  God.” 

LV.  Every  Officer  commanding  a  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Com¬ 
pany,  lhall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  Commiffary  of  the 
Mullers,  or  from  one  of  his  Deputies,  affemble  the  Regiment, 
Troop,  or  Company  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient 
Place  for  their. being  mullered. 

LVI.  Every  Colonel  or  other  Field  Officer,  or  Officer  com¬ 
manding  any  Corps,  to  which  there  is  no  Field  Officer,  and  ac¬ 
tually  redding  with  it,  may  give  Furloughs  to  Non-commiffioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  in  fuch  Numbers,  and  for  fo  long  a  Time, 

as  he  (hall  judge  to  be  mod  confident  with  the  Good  of  the  Ser- 
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vice  •  but  no  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall,  by  leave 
of  his  Captain,  or  inferior  Officer,  commanding  the  Troop  or  Com¬ 
pany  (his  Field  Officer  not  being  prefent)  be  abfent  above  twenty 
Days  in  fix  Months,  nor  fhall  more  than  two  private  Men  be  abfent 
at  the  fame  Time  from  their  Troop  or  Company,  excepting  fome 
extraordinary  occafion  fhould  require  it,  of  which  occafion  the  Field 
Officer  prefent  with,  and  commanding  the  Regiment  or  Inde- 
pendent  Corps,  is  to  be  judge. 

LVII.  At  every  Mufter  the  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regi¬ 
ment,  Troop,  or  Company,  then  prefent,  ffiall  give  to  the  Com¬ 
miflary  of  Mufters  Certificates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how 
long  fuch  Officers,  non-commiffioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers,  who 
ihall  not  appear  at  the  faid  Mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the  rea- 
fon  of  their  abfence  ;  which  reafons,  and  the  time  of  abfence, 
fhall  be  inferted  in  the  Mufter-rolls,  oppofite  to  the  refpe&ive 
Names  of  fuch  Abfentees  :  The  faid  Certificates  ffiall,  together 
with  the  Mufter-rolls,  be  by  the  faid  Commiflary  tranfmitted  to 
the  General,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congrefs  of  the  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  or  Committee  appointed  thereby,  within  twenty  Days  next 
after  fuch  Midler  being  taken ;  on  failure  whereof,  the  Commif- 
fary  fo  offending,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  the  Service. 

LVIII.  Every  Officer  who  fhall  be  conviifted  before  a  general 
Court-Martial  of  having  figned  a  falfe  Certificate,  relating  to  the 
abfence  of  either  Officers,  non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  private 
Soldier,  ffiall  be  cafhiered. 

LIX.  Every  Officer,  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  Mufter 
of  Man  or  Horfe,  and  every  Officer  or  Commiflary  who  fhall 
willingly  fign,  direct,  or  allow  the  figning  of  the  Mufter-rolls, 
wherein  fuch  falfe  Mufter  is  contained,  fhall,  upon  Proof  made 
thereof,'by  two  Witnefles,  before  a  general  Court-Martial  be  cafh-  • 
iered,  and  moreover  forfeit  all  fuch  Pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at 
the  time  of  conviction  for  fuch  Offence. 

LX.  Any  Commiflary  who  fhall  be  convi&ed  of  having  taken 
any  Gift  or  Gratuity  on  the  muftering  any  Regiment,  Troop,  or 
Company,  or  on  the  figning  the  Mufter-rolls,  fliall  be  difplaced 
from  his  Office,  and  forfeit  his  Pay,  as  in  the  preceding  Article. 

LXI.  Any  Officer,  who  fhall  prefume  to  Mufter  any  Perfon 
as  a  Soldier,  who  is  at  other  times  accuftomed  to  wear  a  Livery, 
or  who  does  not  actually  do  his  Duty  as  a  Soldier,  fliall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  having  made  a  falfe  Mufter,  and  fhall  fuffer  accordingly. 

LXII.  Every  Officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Forces,  or  to  any  his 
fuperior  Officer,  authorized  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of 
the  Regiment,  Troop,  independent  Company,  or  Garrifon  under 
his  command,  or  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Cloathing,  or  other 
Stores  thereunto  belonging,  fliall,  by  a  Court-Martial,  be  ca  fil¬ 
tered. 
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•  inXri,L  W  command;ilg  Officer  of  every  Regiment,  Troop, 

•  Pe“dePl  Company  or  Garnfon,  in  the  fervice  aforefaid,  /hall, 
le  beginning  of  every  Month  remit  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 

ot  laid  Forces  an  exaft  return  of  the  date  of  the  Regiment,  Troop, 
independent  Company  or  Garnfon  under  his  command,  fpeci- 
fymg  the  Names  of  the  Officers  not  then  refiding  at  their  Pods, 
and  the  reafon  for,  and  the  time  of  their  abfence  :  whoever  (hall  be 
convicted  of  having,  through  negleft  ordelign,  omitted  the  fend- 
g  uc  l  returns,  (..all  be  pumdied  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
Crime,  by  the  jiulgment  ot  a  general  Court-Martial, 

GX IV.  No  futtler  (hall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  Li¬ 
quors  or  V, duals  or  to  keep  their  Houfes  or  Shops  open,  for  the 
entertainment  of  Soldiers,  after  nine  at  Night,  or  before  the  beat- 
o  t  e  vevcilles,  or  upon  Sundays ,  during  Divine  Service  or 

.  eimon>  011  the  Penalty  of  being  difmifled  from  all  future  Suttl- 

mg. 

LXV.  All  Officers  commanding  in  the  Camp,  or  in  any  Forts, 
barracks,  or  Garnfons,  are  hereby  required  to  fee  that  the  Per- 

°u  Si^rlmit^eC^  l°  ffiad  fuppiy  the  Soldiers  with  good  and 

wholefome  Provifions  at  a  reafonable  Price,  as  they  (hall  be  anfwer- 
able  for  their  negle£L 

LXV I.  No  Officers  commanding  in  any  Camp,  Garrifcns, 
Forts,  or  Barracks,  fhall  either  themfelves  exaeff  exorbitant  Prices 
for  Houfes  or  Stalls  let  out  to  Suttlers,  or  fhall  connive  at  the  like 
exactions  in  others,  nor  lay  any  Duty  or  impolitions  upon,  or  be 
interefled  in  the  fale  of  Inch  Vidiuals,  Liquors,  or  other  Necef- 
fanes  of  Life,  which  are  brought  into  the  Camp,  Garrifon,  Fort, 
or  Barracks,  lor  the  ufe  of  the  Soldiers,  on  the  Penalty  of  bein^ 
difeharged  from  the  fervice.  ^ 

That  the  General,  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
time  being,  (hah  have  mil  Power  of  pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of 
the  Punifhments  ordered  to  be  infli&ed,  for  any  of  the  Offences 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Articles;  and  every  Offender  convid- 
ed  as  aforefaid,  by  any  regimental  Court-Martial,  may  be  par¬ 
doned,  or  have  his  Punilhment  mitigated  by  the  Colonel  or  Offi¬ 
cer  commanding  the  Regiment. 

LXVIII,  When  any  commiffioned  Officer  fhall  happen  to  die, 
or  be  killed  in  the  Service  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  Major  of 
the  Regiment,  or  the  Officer  doing  the  Major’s  Duty  in  his  ab¬ 
fence,  fhall  immediately  fecure  all  his  Effe&s  or  Equipage,  then 
in  Camp  or  Quarters;  and  lhall  before  the  next  regimental  Court- 
Martial,  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  to 
the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Congrefs,  or  Affembly  of  the 
Province  in  which  the  Corps  is  Rationed  or  fhall  happen  to  be  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  fuch  Officer  ;  to  the  end  that  his  Execu¬ 
tors  may,  after  payment  of  his  Debts  in  Quarters,  and  inter¬ 
ment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  ufe. 

LXIX, 
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LXIX.  When  any  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  private  Sol¬ 
dier,  fhall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  Service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  then  commanding  Officer  of  the  Troop  or 
Company,  ffiall,  in  the  Prefence  of  two  other  Commiffioned 
Officers,  take  an  account  of  whatever  Effects  he  dies  poffeffed  of. 
and  tranfmit  the  fame,  as  in  the  Cafe  above  provided  for,  in 
Order  that  the  fame  may  be  fecured  for,  and  paid  to  their 
refpediive  Reprefentatives.* 

Ordered , 

*  In  CONGRESS,  November  7,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Additions  and  Alterations  or  Amend¬ 
ments,  be  made  in  the  RULES  and  REGULATIONS  of  the 
Continental  Army. 

1.  All  Perfons  convfided  of  holding  a  Treacherous  Correfpondence  with,  or 
giving  Intelligence  to  the  Enemy,  fhall  fuffer  Death,  or  fiich  other  Puniffi- 
ment  as  a  general  Court-Martial  fhall  think  proper. 

2.  All  commiflioned  Officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  Court-Martial  of 
any  Fraud  or  Embezzlement,  fhall  forfeit  all  his  Pay,  be  ipfo  faffo  cafhiered, 
and  deemed  unfit  for  further  Service  as  an  Officer. 

3  Aii  non-com miffioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  convicted  before  a  Regi¬ 
mental  Court-Martial  of  Stealing,  Embezzling  or  defboying  Ammunition, 
Provifion,  Tools,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  the  Public  Stores,  if  a  non-com- 
miffioned^  Officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  Ranks,  and  puniffied  with  whipping, 
not  iefs  than  Fifteen ,  nor  more  than  Thirty  -nine  lafhes,  at  the  difcreticn  of  the 
Court-Martial  ;  if  a  private  Soldier,  with  the  fame  corporal  Punilhment. 

4  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiflioned  Officer  is  cafhiered  for  Cowardice  or 
Fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  Punifhment,  that  the  Crime,  Name,  Place  of 
Abode,  and  Punifhment  of  the  Delinquent  be  publifhed  in  the  News-pa¬ 
pers,  in  and  about  the  Camp,  and  of  that  Colony  from  which  the  Offender 
came,  or  ufua  ly  refides  :  After  which  it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  in  any 
Officer  to  affociate  with  him. 

5.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or  join  in  any 
Mutiny  or  Sedition  in  the  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs,  or  in  any  other  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company  of  the  Continental 
Forces,  either  by  Land  or  Sea,  or  in  any  Party,  Pod,  Detachment,  or 
Guard,  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  Death,  or  fpeh  other  Pu¬ 
nifhment,  as  a  general  Court-Martial  (hall  dirett. 

6.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  defert  to  the  Enemy,  and  afterwards 
betaken,  fhall  fuffer  Death,  or  filch  other  Punifhment,  as  a  General  Court- 
Martial  fhall  direft. 

7.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  Officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on  his  Guard, 
Party,  or  either  Duty  under  Arms,  fhall  be  cafhiered  and  drummed  out  of 
the  Army  With  Infamy ;  any  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  fo  of¬ 
fending,  fhffll  be  fentenced  to  be  whipt,  not  lefs  than  Twenty,  nor  more 
than  Thirty-nine  ladies,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Offence. 

8.  Whatfoever  Officer  or  Soldier,  placed  as  a  Centinel,  fhall  be  found 
fleeping  upon  his  Pod,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  relieved, 
if  commiffioned  Officer,  fhall  be  cafhiered,  and  drummed  out  of  the  Army 
w.tn  Infamy  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  fhall  be  fentenced 
to  be  whipped,  not  lefs  than  Twenty ,  nor  more  than  Thirty-nine  lalhes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Nature  of  the  Offence. 

9.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  Quarters  or  Camp,  without 
Leave  from  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Regmcnt,  upon  Penalty,  if  ail 
Officer,  01  being  mulcted  one  Month’s  Pay  foi  the  fird  Offence,  and  ca-r 
.iiiered  foi  the  iecond  5  if  a  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  of  being 
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Ordered,  I  hat  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr.  Cujhing ,  and  Mr.  HeweSi 

be  a  Committee  to  revife  them  for  the  Prefs,  and  to  get  them 
printed.  '  -  ° 

Resolved, 

*  1 

confined  Seven  Days  on  Bread  and  Water  for  the  firfl  Offence  ;  and  the 
fame  Punishment  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  Week’s  Pay  for  the  fecond. 

10.  Whatl'oever  Officer  or  Soldier  ffiali  mifbehave  himfelf  before  the  Ene¬ 
my,  or  Shamefully  abandon  any  Pofl  committed  to  his  Charge,  or  ffiali 
fpeak  Words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,  ffiali  fuffer  Death. 

11.  All  public  Stores  taken  in  the  Enemy’s  Camp  or  Magazines,  whether 
of  Artillery,  Ammunition,  Cloathing,  or  Provifions,  ffiali  be  fecured  for 
the  Uie  of  the  United  Colonies  :  And  all  commiffioned  Officers,  found  guilty 
by  general  Court-Martial,  of  embezzling  the  fame;  or  any  of  them,  ffiali  for¬ 
feit  all  his  Pay,  be  ipfo  faBo  caffiiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  farther  Service 
as  an  Officer.  And  all  non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  convicted  be¬ 
fore  a  Regimental  Court-Martial  of  Stealing  or  embezzling  the  fame,  if  a 
non-commiffioned  Officer,  ffiali  be  reduced  to  the  Ranks,  and  puniffied  with 
Whipping,  not  lefs  than  Fifteen ,  nor  more  than  Thirty-nine  laffies,  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Court-Martial;  if  a  private  Soldier,  with  the  fame  Puniffi- 
ment. 

12.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier,  ffiali  leave  his  Pofl  or  Colours,  in  Time  of  an 
Engagement,  to  go  in  Search  of  Plunder,  he  ffiali,  if  a  commiffioned  Officer, 
be  caffiiered,  and  drummed  out  of  the  Army  with  Infamy,  and  forfeit  all 
Share  of  Plunder  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  be  Whipped,  not 
lefs  than  Twenty ,  nor  more  than  Thirty-nine  laffies,  according  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Offence,  and  forfeit  all  Share  of  the  Plunder  taken  from  the 
Enemy. 

13.  Every  Officer  commanding  a  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company,  ffiali, 
upon  Notice  given  to  him  by  the  Commiflary  of  the  Mullers,  or  from  one  of 
his  Deputies,  affemble  the  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  in  the  next  convenient  Place  for  their  being  muflered,  on  Penalty  of 
bis  being  caffiiered,  and  mulcted  of  his  Pay. 

14.  At  every  Mufler,  the  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment,  Troop, 
or  Company  there  prefent,  ffiali  give  to  the  Commiffary  of  Muflers,  Certifi¬ 
cates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch  Officers,  non-commiffioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  lhall  not  appear  at  the  faid  Mufler,  have  been 
abfent,  and  the  Reafon  of  their  Abfence,  which  Reafons  and  the  Time  of 
Abfence,  ffiali  be  inferted  in  the  Mufler  Rolls,  oppofite  the  Names  of  fuch 
Abfentees  :  And  the  Surgeons  or  their  Mates,  fhall  at  the  fame  Time  give  to 
the  Commiflary  of  Muflers,  a  Certificate  figned  by  them,  fignifying  the  State 
of  Health  or  Sicknefs  of  thofe  under  their  Care,  and  the  faid  Certificates  ffiali, 
together  with  the  Mufler  Rolls,  be  by  the  faid  Commiflary  tranfmitted  to 
the  General,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies,  or 
Committee  appointed  thereby,  within  Twenty  Days  next  after  fuch  Mufler 
being  taken,  on  failure  whereof,  the  Commiffary  fo  offending,  ffiali  be  dif- 
charged  from  the  Service. 

15.  Every  Officer  who  ffiali  be  convifted  before  a  general  Court-Martial, 
of  having  figned  a  falfe  Certificate  relating  to  the  Abfence  of  either  Officer, 
non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  Private  Soldier;  and  every  Surgeon  or  Mate 
convicted  of  figning  a  falfe  Certificate,  relating  to  the  Health  or  Sicknefs  of 

thofe  under  his  Care,  ffiali  be  caffiiered. 

16.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  ffiali  wilfully  or  through  Negligence, 

difobey  any  general  or  Special  Orders,'  ffiali  be  puniffied  at  the  difcretion 
of  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  where  the  Offence  is  againfl  a  Regimental 
Order,  and  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  Court-Martial,  where  the  Offence 
is  againfl  an  Order  given  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  Command¬ 
ing  Officer  of  any  Detachment  or  Pofl,  and  fuch  general  Court-Martial  can 
be  had.  v 
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Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  coniider  the  Tmde  oftiiele 

^  ^  Number  of  Letters  and  Speeches  from  the  Stocklridge  In¬ 
dians  were  laid  before  the  Gongrefs  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs,  do  pre¬ 
pare  proper  Talks  to  the  feveral  Tribes  of  Indians,  for  engaging 
the  Continuance  of  their  Friendship  to  us,  and  Neutrality  in  our 
prefent  unhappy  Difpute  with  Great- Britain. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  i,  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment.  .  r  A  .  e 

On  Motion  made,  Resolved,  That  in  Cafe  any  Agent  of 
the  Miniftry  fhall  induce  the  Indian  Tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to 
commit  adual  Hoftilities  again!!  thefe  Colonies,  or  to  enter  into 
an  offenfive  Alliance  with  the  Britijh  Troops,  thereupon  the  Colo¬ 
nies  ought  to  avail  themfelves  of  an  Alliance  with  fuch  /W;^  Na¬ 
tions  as  will  enter  into  the  fame,  to  oppofe  fuch  Brittfi  Troops 

and  their  Indian  Allies.  \  o  1  r 

Letters  being  received  by  Exprefs  from  General  Schuyler, 

which  required  an  immediate  Anfwer,  were  laid  before  Congieis, 
and  after  due  Deliberation,  an  Anfwer  was  returned. 

On  Motion  made.  Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Iati 'tell 
Moiicrief  have  Liberty  to  return  to  England,  on  giving  his  I  aro  e 
of  Honour,  that  he  will  not  aft  againft  the  Americans  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  Controverfy  between  Great- Britain  and  thefe  Colonies. 
Adjourned  till  Monday ,  at  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  July  3,  1775' 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Sundry  Letters  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were  reac  . 
Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  it  - 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  Trade  of them 
Colonies,  and  after  fome  Time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  a  Refolution  they  had  come  to. 

The  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read,  was  at  the  Dehre 
of  the  Colony  of  Soutb-Carolina ,  referred  for  farther  Confutation 

till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o  clock. 

Tuesday,  July  4,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment.  -  .  r  . 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  being  refumed 

and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

,  Resolved,  That  the  two  Ads  palTed  in  the  firll  Seffion  of  the 
prefent  Parliament,  the  one  intitled  “  An  Ad  to  reftram^e 
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JW -Hampjhire  arul  Col  Pro!>"«  °f  Maffachufett's-Bay  and 
and  Providence  Pl-mt-^  ^  a°/  Conneaicut  and  Rhode- Ijland, 
^eland,  and  th ^BrS/hU  "!i  7ort7  America,  to  Great-Britain, 
bit  fuch  Prov  ncef  anfr-5  >  ^  ;  and  to  prohi- 

tbc  Banksof^^rSci  P^gthrny  Fi,he-ry  7 

under  certain  Conditions  and  Limitations”*  Th  ,menUon^d’ 
“  An  Aft  to  reftrain  the  Trade  and  CommeSof0tter-'T 

the  We  -Indie  *•  BrUiJh  Mauds  In 

unconftitutional,  oppreffive  and  c"  l'?"!  Llmitations>”  are 
oppofition  of  thefc  Onlnn*  ’  ue.  ’  rtn<*  ^iat  the  commercial 

Aifociationof  thelait  ConS'- ^  Cert3in  A<-^s  enumerated  in  the 
until  they  are  repealed.  gK  S’  °Ug  11  t0  be  made  agamft  thefe, 

TheDpetitionTthattl1thVab°T  be  Mediately  publilhed. 
tire  further  Confide  hr' Kln§beiIlg  agam  read’  after  fome  Debate, 

'’\d  ‘ourned  tm  f  11  deferred  ti]1  ‘“-“orrotv. 

V.  QJ0U1  nea  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

.  Wednesday,  July  5,  ijyr 
et  according  to  Adjournment. 

Several  Letter  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Delign^nS/t o  A,ZTa7  ^  ^and  Lundy  ^ 

Colonv^of  ^  T/-a/t  te  refonlmended  to  the  Delegates  of  the 
-  °  h  of  7  *  7f/va?a’  5°  have  the  Order  of  Congrefs  of  the 

2L/{mm  'd  ;  rfpea.mg.the  Ending  Governor  dLe  to  G,„. 
o ra/’  unmediately  carried  into  Execution. 

Governor  77  be  fent  under  Guard  along  with 

G-  u  1101  .SWto  Conneaicut,  there  to  be  confined  in  the  fame 

Manner  as  ,s  ordered  with  Refpeft  to  Governor  « J 

Ive solved,  lhat  fuch  Pro vifion  be  made  for  the  Support  of 

Sr°att  "Eand  Mr'  !?*”  G°Vernor  ^bullll\  think 
piopci,  at  the  Expence  of  the  United  Colonies. 

this  SuhieA’  T!‘at  w  wr*te  to  Governor  Trumbull  on 

o  Subject,  and  enclofe  him  the  above  Orders  and  Refolves. 

he  Congrels  then  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Petition  to 

-reed  l„g’  T  7  [ame,  be,ng  debated  hy  Panagnaphs,  was  a- 
^rced  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrofied. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

.  Thursday,  July  6,  177c. 

±let  according  to  Adjournment. 

,  ,l.hc  Co"g«fs  took  into  Confideration  the  Addrefs  to  the  In- 

‘ “Itants.  of  yrcat-Britain,  and  after  fome  Debate,  the  fame  was 
rc-committed. 
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The  Committee  to  whom  the  Declaration  was  re-committed 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  again  read  and  debated  by  Pa¬ 
ragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

y/iDEC  LA  RAT  ION  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Colonies  of  North- America,  now  met  in  Congrefs  at  Phila¬ 
delphia ,  fetting  forth  the  Caufes  and  NeceJJity  of  their  taking  up 
Amis . 

I  F  it  was  pofiible  for  Men,  who  exercife  their  Reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  Existence  intended  a  Part  of 
the  human  Race  to  hold  an  abfolute  Property  in,  and  an  unboun¬ 
ded  Power  over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  Goodnefs  and 
Wifdom,  as  the  Obje&s  of  a  legal  Domination  never  rightfully  re- 
fiftible,  however  fevere  and  opprefiive,  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
Colonies  might  at  leaf!  require  from  the  Parliament  of  Great  - 
Britain  fome  Evidence,  that  this  dreadful  Authority  over  them 
has  been  granted  to  that  Body.  But  a  Reverence  for  our  great 
Creator,  Principles  of  Humanity,  and  the  Dilates  of  Common 
Senfe,  mull  convince  all  thofe  who  refleft  upon  the  Subject,  that 
Government  was  inftituted  to  promote  the  Welfare  of  Mankind, 
and  ought  to  be  adminillered  for  the  Attainment  of  that  End. 
The  Legiflature  of  Great-Britain ,  however,  ftimulated  by  an  in¬ 
ordinate  Paflion  fora  Power  not  only  u  nj  u  ft  i  liable,  but  which  they 
know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  Conftitution  of  that 
Kingdom,  and  defperate  of  Succefs  in  any  Mode  of  Conteft, 
where  Regard  fiiould  be  had  to  Truth,  Law,  or  Right,  have  at 
Length,  defertyig  thofe,  attempted  to  effect  their  cruel  and  im¬ 
politic  Purpofe  of  enfiaving  thefe  Colonies  by  Violence,  arid  have 
thereby /rendered  it  neceflary  for  us  to  clofe  with  their  laft  Appeal 
from  Reafon  to  Arms. — Yet,  however  blinded  that  Aflembly 
may  be,  by  their  intemperate  Rage  for  unlimited  Domination,  fo 
to  flight  Juftice  and  the  Opinion  of  Mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves 
bound  by  Obligations  of  Refpedt  to  the  Reft  of  the  World,  to 
make  known  the  Juftice  of  our  Caufe. 

Our  Forefathers,  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of  Great-Britain , 
left  their  Native  Land,  to  feek  on  thefe  Shores  a  Relidence  for  ci¬ 
vil  and  religious  Freedom.  At  the  Expence  of  their  Blood,  at 
the  Hazard  of  their  Fortunes,  without  the  leaft  Charge  to  the 
Country  from  which  they  removed,  by  unceafing  Labour  and  an 
unconquerable  Spirit,  they  effedled  Settlements  in  the  diftant  and 
inhofpitable  Wilds  of  America ,  then  filled  with  numerous  and 
warlike  Nations  of  Barbarians.— -Societies  or  Governments,  veiled 
with  perfect  Legiflatures,  were  formed  under  Charters  from  the 
Crown,  and  an  harmonious  Intercourfe  was  eftablifhed  between 
the  Colonies  and  the  Kingdom  from  which  they  derived  their  Ori¬ 
gin.  The  mutual  Benefits  of  this  Union  became  in  a  fliort  Time 
fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite  Aftonifhment.  It  is  univerfally 
confelfed,  that  the  amazing  Increale  of  the  Wealth,  Strength, 
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and  Navigation  of  the  Realm,  arofe  from  this  Source;  and  the 
Minuter,  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  diredted  the  Meafures  of 
Oreat-Bntam  x n  the  late  War,  publicly  declared,  that  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  Enemies — Towards  the 
Concluhon  of  that  War,  it  pleafed  our  Sovereign  to  make  a 
Change  in  his  Counfels. — From  that  fatal  Moment,  the  Affairs  of 
the  Britijh  Empire  began  to  fall  into  Confufion,  and  Gradually 
Aiding  from  the  Summit  of  glorious  Profperity  to  which  they  had 
been  advanced  by  the  Virtues  and  Abilities  of  one  Man,  are  at 
length  diftrafted  by  the  Convulfions,  that  now  (hake  it  to  its 

deepeft  Foundations - The  new  Miniftry  finding  the  brave  Foes 

of  Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  Hill  contending  took 
up  the  unfortunate  Idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty  Peace,  ^and  of 
then  lubdumg  her  faithful  Friends. 

Ihefe  devoted  Colonies  were  judged  fo  be  in  fuch  a  State,  as  to 
Present  Victories  without  Bloodfhed,  and  all  the  eafy  Emoluments 

of  flatuteable  Plunder - The  uninterrupted  Tenor  of  their  peace- 

able  and  refpeddful  Behaviour  from  the  Beginning  of  Colonization, 
their  ciutiful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  Services  during  the  War,  though 
fo  recently  and  amply  acknowdedged  in  the  mod:  honourable  Man¬ 
ner  by  his  Majeffy,  by  the  late  King,  and  by  Parliament,  could 

not  fave  them  from  the  meditated  Innovations _ Parliament  was 

influenced  to  adopt  the  pernicious  Project,  and  afluming  a  new 
Power  over  them,  have  in  the  Courfe  of  eleven  Years  given  fuch 
decifive  Specimens  of  the  Spirit  and  Confequences  attending  this 
Power,  as  to  leave  no  Doubt  concerning  the  Effe&s  of  Acquief- 
cence  under  it.  They  have  undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  Mo¬ 
ney  without  our  Con  lent,  though  we  have  ever  exercifed  an  ex- 
clufive  Right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  Property;  Statutes  have  been 
■pa fled  for  extending  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  and 
Vice- Admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  Limits;  for  depriving  us  of 
the  accuflomed  and  ineftimable  Privilege  of  Trial  by  jury  in  Cafes 
affecting  both  Life  and  Property  ;  for  fufpending  the  Legislature 
of  one  of  the  Colonies  ;  for  interdicting  all  Commerce  to  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  another;  and  for  altering  fundamentally  the  Form  of  Go¬ 
vernment  eftablifhed  by  Charter,  and  fecured  by  Acts  of  its  own 
Legiffature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  Crown  ;  for  exempting  the 
“  Murderers”  of  Coloniffs  from  legal  Trial,  and  in  EffeCt,  from 
Punifhment  ;  for  ereCting  in  a  neighbouring  Province,  acquired 
by  the  joint  Arms  of  Great- Britain  and  America ,  a  Defpotifm 
dangerous  to  our  very  Exiflence  ;  and  for  quartering  Soldiers  up¬ 
on  the  Colonifts  in  Time  of  profound  Peace.  It  has  alfo  been  re- 
folved  in  Parliament,  that  Coloniffs  charged  with  committing  cer¬ 
tain  Offences,  ffiall  be  tranfponed  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  fliould  we  enumerate  our  Injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one 
Statute  it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  “  of  right  make  Laws 
to  bind  us  in  all  Cafes  whatjoever”  What  is  to  defend  us  again  ft 
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fo  enormous,  fo  unlimited  a  Power  ?  Not  a  fingle  Man  of  thofe 
who  affume  it,  is  chofen  by  us ;  or  is  fubjed  to  our  Controul  or 
Influence  ;  but  on  the  Contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt 
from  the  Operation  of  fuch  Laws,  and  an  American  Revenue,  if 
not  diverted  from  the  oftenfible  Purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed, 
would  actually  lighten  their  own  Burdens  in  Proportion,  as  they 
increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  Mifery  to  which  fuch  Defpotifm 
would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  Years  inceffantly  and  ineffectually 
befieged  the  Throne  as  Supplicants  ;  we  reafoned,  we  remonftrat- 
ed  with  Parliament  in  the  mofl  mild  and  decent  Language. 

Adminiftration  ienfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  oppreflive 
Meafures  as  Freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  Fleets  and  Armies  to 
enforce  them.  The  Indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is 
true*  but  it  was  the  Indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affecti¬ 
onate  People.  A  Congrefs  of  Delegates  from  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  was  affembled  at  Philadelphia ,  on  xditjij'th  Day  of  la  ft  Sep¬ 
tember .  We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  Peti¬ 
tion  to  the  King,  and  alfo  addreffed  our  Fellow  Subjets  of 
Great-Britain .  We  have  purfued  every  temperate,  every  refpet- 
ful  Meafure;  we  have  even  proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial 
Intercourfe  with  our  Fellow  Subjets,  as  the  laft  peaceable  Ad¬ 
monition,  that  our  Attachment  to  no  Nation  upon  Earth  fhould 
fupplant  our  Attachment  to  Liberty. — This,  we  flattered  our- 
felves,  was  the  ultimate  Step  of  the  Controverfy  :  But  fubfequent 
Events  have  fhewn,  how  vain  was  this  Hope  of  finding  Mode¬ 
ration  in  our  Enemies. 

Several  threatening  Exprefiions  againft  the  Colonies  were  inser¬ 
ted  in  his  Majefty’s  Speech  ;  our  Petition,  tho*  we  were  told  it  was 
a  Decent  one,  and  that  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it  gi a- 
ciouily,  and  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  Parliament,  was  hud¬ 
dled  into  both  Houfes  among  a  Bundle  of  American  Papers,  and 
there  neglected.  The  Lords  and  Commons  in  their  Addiefs,  in 
the  Mon^h  of  February ,  faid,  that  u  a  Rebellion  at  that  T-ime 
actually  exifted  within  the  Province  of  IVlaJJ'achufetts-B  ay  j  and 
that  thofe  concerned  in  it,  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged 
by  unlawful  Combinations  and  Engagements,  entered  into  by  his 
Majefty’s  Subje&s  in  feveral  of  the  other  Colonies  ;  and  therefore 
they  befought  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effectual 
Meafures  to  inforce  due  Obedience  to  the  Laws  and  Authonty  of 
the  Supreme  Legiflature.” — Soon  after,  the  commercial  Intel - 
courfe  of  whole  Colonies,  with  foreign  Countries,  and  with  each 
other,  was  cut  off  by  an  A6f  of  Parliament  ;  by  another,  feveral 
of  them  were  intirely  prohibited  from  the  Fifheries  in  the  Seas  near 
their  Coafts,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  Suftenance; 
and  large  Re-inforcements  of  Ships  and  Troops  were  immediately 
fent  over  to  General  Gage, 
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Tn^iiU-lt:  C^Were  t^ie  entreaties>  arguments,  and  eloquence  of  an 
IlluftriousBandofthe  moftdiftinguilhed  Peers,  and  Commoners, who 
nobly  and  ftrenuoufly  afferted  the  Juftice  of  our  Caufe,  to  ftay,  or 
even  to  mitigate  the  heedlels  fury  with  which  thefe  accumulated 

and  unexampled  Outrages  were  hurried  on - Equally  fruitlefs  was 

the  interference  of  the  City  of  London ,  of  Briftol ,  and  many  other 
refpeftable  Towns  in  our  Favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidi- 
ous  Manoeuvre  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  eftabiifh  a  perpetual 
Auction  of  Taxations  where  Colony  fhould  bid  again  ft  Colony, 
all  of  them  uninformed  what  Ranfom  would  redeem  their  Lives • 
and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the  Point  of  the  Bayonet,  the  un- 
known  fums  that  fhould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poffible  to  <rra- 
tify,  minifterial  Rapacity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us 
of  railing,  in  our  own  Mode,  the  prefcribed  Tribute.  What  Terms 
more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dilated  by  remorfelefs 
Vidors  to  conquered  Enemies  ?  In  our  circumftances  to  accept 
them,  would  be  to  defervethem. 

Soon  after  the  Intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  arrived  on  this 
Continent,  General  Gage ,  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  Year  had 
taken  Poffeffion  of  the  Town  of  B  oft  on,  in  the  Province  of  Mafia- 
chufetts-Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a  Garrifon,  on  the  19th  day 
of  April ,  fent  out  from  that  Place  a  large  detachment  of  his  Ar¬ 
my,  who  made  an  unprovoked  Affault  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
laid  Province,  at  the  Town  of  Lexington ,  as  appears  by  the  Affi¬ 
davits  of  a  great  Number  of  Perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  Officers 
and  Soldiers  of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  wounded  many  others.  From  thence  the  Troops  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  warlike  Array  to  the  Town  of  Concord ,  where  they  fet 
upon  another  Party  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  fame  Province,  kill¬ 
ing  feveral  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the 
country  People  fuddenly  affembled  to  repel  this  cruel  Aq-greffion. 
Hoftilities,  thus  commenced  by  the  Britijh  Troops,  have  been 
knee  profecuted  by  them  without  regard  to  Faith  or  Reputation. 
—The  Inhabitants  of  Bofton  being  confined  within  that  Town  bv 
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the  General  their  Governor,  and  having,  in  order  to  procure  their 
difmiffion,  entered  into  a  Treaty  with  him,  it  was  ftipulated  that 
the  faid  Inhabitants  having  depofited  their  Arms  with  their  own 
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Magiftrates,  fhould  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their 
other  E {lefts.  They  accordingly  delivered  up  their  Arms,  but 
in  open  violation  of  Honour,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  Trea¬ 
ties,  which  even  favage  Nations  efteemed  facred,  the  Governor 
ordered  the  Arms  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  pre¬ 
served  for  their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  Body  of  Soldiers;  de¬ 
tained  the  greateft  part  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Town,  and  com¬ 
pelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their  molt 
valuable  Effects  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  Wives  are  feparated  from  their  Hufbands,  Chil- 
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^Ircn  from  their  Parents,  the  aged  and  the  fick  from  their  Relati¬ 
ons  and  Friends,  who  with  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe 
who  have  been  ufed  to  live  in  Plenty  and  even  Elegance,  are  re¬ 
duced  to  deplorable  Diftrefs. 

The  General,  further  emulating  his  minifterial  Mailers,  by  a 
Proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting 
the  grofieft  Falfehoods  and  Calumnies  againft  the  good  People  of 
thefe  Colonies,  proceeds  to  “  declare  them  all,  either  by  Name  or 
"  Defcription,  to  be  Rebels  and  Traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe 
“  of  the  Common  Law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publilh  and  order 
6<  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  Law  Martial.” — His  Troops  have 
butchered  our  Countrymen,  have  wantonly  burnt  Charlejionvn,  be- 
fides  a  coniiderable  number  of  Houfes  in  other  Places  ;  our  Ships 
and  Veflels  are  feized  ;  the  necelfary  fupplies  of  Provihons  are  in¬ 
tercepted,  and  he  is  exerting  his  utmoft  Power  to  fpread  deftru&i- 
on  and  devallation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  Intelligence,  that  General  Carelton , 
the  Governor  of  Canada ,  is  inftigating  the  People  of  that  Province 
and  the  Indians  to  fall  upon  us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to'  apprehend,  that  Schemes  have  been  formed  to  excite  do- 
mellic  Enemies  againft  us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  Colonies 
now  feel,  and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  Ven¬ 
geance  of  Adminiftration  can  inflid  them,  the  complicated  Cala¬ 
mities  of  Fire,  Sword,  and  Famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alter¬ 
native  of  chufing  an  unconditional  Submiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  ir¬ 
ritated  Minifters,  or  refiftance  by  Force. — The  latter  is  our 
choice. — We  have  counted  the  coft  of  this  conteft,  and  find 
nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  Slavery. — Honour,  Juftice,  and 
Humanity,  forbid  us  tamely  to  furrender  that  Freedom  which  we 
received  from  our  gallant  Anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  Pof- 
terity  have  a  right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  in¬ 
famy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fucceeding  Generations  to  that  wretch- 
ednefs  which  inevitably  awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary 
Bondage  upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  internal  Refources 
are  great,  and,  if  neceffary,  foreign  Afiiftance  is  undoubtedly  at¬ 
tainable. — We  gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  Inftances  of  the 
Divine  Favour  towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit 
us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  Controverfy,  until  we  were  grown 
up  to  our  prefent  ftrength,  had  been  previonfly  exercifed  in  war¬ 
like  Operation,  and  poflefled  of  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves. 
With  hearts  fortified  with  thefe  animating  Reflections,  we  moil 
folemnly,  before  God  and  the  World,  declare,  that,  exerting 
the  utmoft  Energy  of  thofe  Powers,  which  our  beneficent  Creator 
hath  gracioufly  beftowed  upon  us,  the  Arms  we  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  by  our  Enemies  to  affume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  eve¬ 
ry  Hazard,  with  unabating  Firmnefs  and  Perfeverence,  employ 
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for  the  prefervation  of  our  Liberties;  being  with  one  Mind  refolv- 
cd  to  die  Freemen  rather  than  to  live  Slave! 

Left  this  Declaration  fhould  difquiet  the  Minds  of  our  Friends 
and  Fehow-Subje&s  in  any  part  of  the  Empire,  we  allure  them 
that  we  mean  not  to  diffolve  that  Union  which  has  fo  loner  and  fo 
happily  fubfifted  between  us,  and  which  we  lincerely  with  to  fee 
reftored. — Neceffity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate 
Meafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  Nation  to  War  aorainft 

them - Wc  have  not  raifed  Armies  with  ambitious  Defigns  of  fe- 

parating  from  Great-Britain ,  and  eftablilhing  Independent  States. 
We  fight  not  for  Glory  or  for  Conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  Mankind 
the  remarkable  Spectacle  of  a  People  attacked  by  unprovoked  E- 
nemies,  without  any  imputation  or  even  fufpicion  of  Offence. 
77^  boat!:  ot  their  Privileges  and  Civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no 
milder  Conditions  than  Servitude  or  Death. 

In  our  own  native  Land,  in  defence  of  the  Freedom  that  is  our 
Birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  Violation  of 
it — for  the  protection  of  our  Property,  acquired  folely  by  the  ho- 
nelt  Induftry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourfelves,  againft  Violence 
actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  Arms.  We  Ihall  lay  them  down 
when  Hoftilities  (hall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  Aggreffors,  and  all 
danger  of  their  being  renewed  Ihall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  Confidence  in  the  Mercies  of  the  fupreme  and 
impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  we  molt  devoutly  im¬ 
plore  his  Divine  Goodnefs  to  prote6l  us  happily  through  this  great 
Conflict,  to  difpofe  our  Adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable 
Terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  Empire  from  the  Calamities  of 
civil  War. 

On  a  Motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  prepared  to 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  London , 
exprefiing  the  thanks  of  tiffs  Congrefs,  for  their  virtuous  and  fpi- 
rited  Oppofition  to  the  oppreflive  and  ruinous  Syftem  of  Colony 
Adminiftration  adopted  by  the  Britijh  Miniftry. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  draught  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  People  of  Great- Britain,  do  prepare  this. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

/  . 

Friday,  July  7,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great - 
Britain ,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  being 
again  read  and  debated,  the  farther  conlideration  thereof  was  de-  , 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Saturday,  July  8,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  The 
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The  Petition  to  the  King  being  engrofled,  was  compared  at  the 
Table,  and  figned  by  the  Members  prefent. 

To  the  KIN  G’s  mofi  excellent  MAJESTY. 

Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign  y 

WE  your  Majefty’s  faithful  Subjects  of  the  Colonies  of  Mew- 
Hampjhire ,  MaJJ'achufetts-Bay ,  Rhode- IJland ,  and  Providence.  Plan¬ 
tations ,  Connecticut,  New -York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
Counties  of  Newcajtle,  Kent,  and  Su[ex  on  Delaware ,  Maryland , 
Virginia,  North-Carolina ,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  out - 
felves?  and  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  who  have  deputed- 
us  to  reprefent  them  in  General  Congrefs,  entreat  your  Majefty  & 
gracious  Attention  to  this  our  humble  Petition. 

The  union  between  our  Mother  Country  and  thefe  Colonies, 
and  the  energy  of  mild  and  juft  Government,  produced  benefits  fo 
remarkably  important,  and  afforded  fuch  an  Affuiance  of  their 
permanency  and  encreafe,  that  the  Wonder  and  Envy  of  other  Na¬ 
tions  were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great-Britain  riling  to  a 
Power  the  moft  extraordinary  the  World  had  ever  known. 

Her  Rivals,  obferving  that  there  was  no  probability  of  this  hap¬ 
py  connexion  being  broken  by  civil  Diffenhons,  and  apprehending 
its  future  Effects,  if  left  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolved  to  pre^ 
vent  her  receiving  fuch  continual  and  formidable  Acceflions  of 
Wealth  and  Strength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  tliofe  Settle¬ 
ments  from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  pjrofecution  of  this  Attempt,  events  fo  unfavourable  to 
the  Defign  took  place,  that  every  Friend  to  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable 
Expectations  of  feeing  an  additional  Force  and  Exertion  immedi¬ 
ately  given  to  the  Operations  of  the  Union  hitherto  experienced, 
by  an  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown,  and  the  remov¬ 
al  of  ancient  and  warlike  Enemies  to  a  greater  diftance. 

At  the  Conclufion  therefore  of  the  late  War,  the  moft  glorious 
and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  Britijh  Arms, 
your  loyal  Colonifts  having  contributed  to  its  Succefs,  by  fuch  re¬ 
peated  and  ftrenuous  Exertions,  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
diftinguifhed  approbation  of  your  Majefty,  of  the  late  King,  and 
of  Parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they  fliould  be  permitted, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Empire,  to  (hare  in  the  blefiings  of  Peace,  and 
the  emoluments  of  Victory  and  Conqueft. 

While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknowledgements  of  their 
Merits  remained  on  recoil  in  the  Journals  and  Adis  of  that  auguft 
Legiflature,  the  Parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation  or  even 
the  fufpicion  of  any  Offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  Syftem 
of  Statutes  and  Regulations  adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Colonies,  that  filled  their  Minds  with  the  moft  painful  Fears  and 

Jealoufies, 
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Jealoufies ,  and,  to  their  inexpreffible  aftonifhment,  perceived  the 

u°°^1  °.  ?  ore!gn  Quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by  domeflic  Dan¬ 
ger  in  their  judgment  of  a  more  dreadful  kind. 

or  were  thefe  Anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in  this 
‘y  ,  }°  Promote  the  w^fare  of  their  Mother  Country.  For 
though  its  Lffeds  were  more  immediately  felt  by  them,  ye*  its  In¬ 
fluence  appeared  to  be  injurious  to  the  Commerce  and  Profperity 

We  (hall  decline  the  ungrateful  Taft  of  deferring  the  irkfome 
Variety  of  Artifices,  pra&ifed  by  many  of  your  Majefly’s  Mini- 
Hers,  the  delufive  Pretences,  fruitlefs  Terrors,  and  unavailing  Se¬ 
venties,  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them,  in 
t  leir  Attempts  to  execute  this  impolitic  Plan,  or  of  tracing  thro’ 
a  Series  of  \  ears  paft,  the  Progrefs  of  the  unhappy  Differences 

etween  Great- Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  that  have  flowed  from 
this  fatal  Source. 

Your.  Majefly’s  Minifters,  perfevering  in  their  Meafures,  and 
pioceeding  to  open  Hoflilities  for  enforcing  them,  have  compelled 
Uo  to  arm  in  our  own  Defence,  and  have  engaged  us  in  a  Contro¬ 
versy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent  to  the  Affe&ions  of  your  Hill  faithful 
Colonifts,that  when  we  confiderwhom  we  muftoppofe  in  thisContefl, 
aiid  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequences,  our  own  parti¬ 
cular  Misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  Diilrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  Refentments,  and  incurable  Animali¬ 
ties,  civil ^  Difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and  inflame  the  conten¬ 
ding  Parties,  we  think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenlible  Obliga¬ 
tions  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  Majefly,  to  our  Fellow-Subjeds, 
and  to  ourfelves,  immediately  to  ufe  all  the  Means  in  our  Power, 
not  incompatible  with  our  Safety,  for  flopping  the  further  Effufi- 
on  of  Blood,  and  for  averting  the  impending  Calamities  that 
threaten  the  Britith  Empire. 

Thus  called  upon  to  Addrefs  your  Majefly  on  Affairs  of  fuch 
Moment  to  America ,  and  probably  to  all  your  Dominions,  we  are 
earneflly  defirous  of  performing  this  Office,  with  the  utmofl  De¬ 
ference  for  your  Majefly  ;  and  we  therefore  pray,  that  your  Ma- 
jefly’s  royal  Magnanimity  and  Benevolence  may  make  the  moil 
favourable  conftru&ions  of  our  Expreffions  on  fo  uncommon  an 
occafion.  Could  we  reprefent  in  their  full  Force,  the  Sentiments 
that  agitate  the  Minds  of  us  your  dutiful  Subjects,  we  are  perfuad- 
cd  your  Majefly  would  aferibe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reve¬ 
rence  in  our  Language,  and  even  in  our  Conduct,  not  to  any  re- 
prehenfible  Intention,  but  to  the  impoffibility  of  reconciling  the 
■ufual  appearances  of  Refpe6l  with  a  juft  Attention  to  our  own  Pre- 
fervation  againfl  thofe  artful  and  cruel  Enemies,  who  abufe  your 
royal  Confidence  and  Authority,  for  the  Purpofe  of  effe&ino-  our 
Deftrudicm.  ° 

Attached  to  your  Majcfty’s  Perfon,  Family,  and  Government 

with 
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with  all  Devotion  that  Principle  and  Affe&ion  can  infpire,  con- 
neded  with  Great-Britain  by  the  ftrongeft  Tics  that  can  unite 
Societies,  and  deploring  every  Event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to 
weaken  them,  we  folemnly  allure  your  Majefty,  that  we  not  only 
moll  ardently  defire  the  former  Harmony  between  her  and  thefe 
Colonies  may  be  rellored,  but  that  a  Concord  may  be  eftablifhed 
between  them  upon  fo  firm  a  Bans  as  to  perpetuate  its  Blefiings  un¬ 
interrupted  by  any  future  Diflenfions  to  fucceeding  Generations  in 
both  Countries,  and  to  tranfmit  your  Majefty’s  Name  to  Pofterity, 
adorned  with  that  fignal  and  lafting  Glory,  that  has  attended  the 
Memory  of  thofe  illuftrious  Perfonages,whofe  Virtues  and  Abilities 
have  extricated  States  from  dangerous  Convulfions,  and,  by  fecur- 
ing  Happinefs  to  others,  have  erefted  the  moft  noble  and  durable 
Monuments  to  their  own  Fame. 

We  beg  leave  farther  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fufferings  of  your  loyal  Colonifts,  during  the  Courfe  of  this 
prefect  Controverfy,  our  Breafts  retain  too  tender  a  Regard  for 
the  Kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  Origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a 
reconciliation  as  might  in  any  Manner  be  inconfiftent  with  her 
Dignity  or  her  Welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  Honour 
and  Duty  as  well  as  Inclination,  induce  us  to  fupport  and  advance; 
and  the  apprehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our  Hearts  with  unfpeak- 
able  Grief,  being  once  removed,  your  Majefty  will  find  your  faith¬ 
ful  Subjects  on  this  Continent  ready  and  willing  at  all  Times,  as 
they  have  ever  been,  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  to  aflert  and 
maintain  the  Rights  and  Interefts  of  your  Majefty,  and  of  our 
Mother  Country. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  your  Royal  Authori¬ 
ty  and  Influence  may  be  gracioufly  interpofed  to  procure  us  relief 
from  our  afflicting  Fears  and  Jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  Syftem 
before  mentioned,  and  to  fettle  Peace  through  every  part  of  your 
Dominions,  with  all  Humility  fubmitting  to  your  Majefty’s  wife 
confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating 
thofe  important  Purpofes,  that  your  Majefty  be  pleafed  to  direct 
fome  Mode,  by  which  the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  Co¬ 
lonifts  to  the  Throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  Councils, 
fnay  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  Reconciliation  ; 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  Meafures  may  be  taken  for  preventing 
the  further  DeftruClion  of  the  Lives  of  your  Majefty’s  Subjects  ; 
and  that  fuch  Statutes  as  more  immediately  Diftrefs  any  of  your 
Majefty’s  Colonies  may  be  repealed. 

For  by  fuch  arrangements  as  your  Majefty’s  Wifdom  can  form 
for  colle&ing  the  united  Senfe  of  your  American  People,  we  are 
convinced  your  Majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaftory  Proofs  of 
the  Difpofition  of  the  Colonifts  towards  their  Sovereign  and  Parent 
State,  that  the  wifhed  for  Opportunity  would  foOn  be  reftored  to 
them,  of  evincing  the  fincerity  of  their  Profefllons,  by  every  Tef- 

timony 
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timony  of  Devotion  becoming  the  molt  dutiful  Subjeds  and  the 
moil  affedionate  Colonilts. 

lhat  your  Majefly  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profperous  Reign, 
and  that  your  defendants  may  govern  your  Dominions  with  Ho¬ 
nour  to  themfelves  and  Happinefs  to  their  Subjeds,  is  our  lincerc 
Prayer. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  See .  reported  the  fame,  which  was  read. 

On  Motion,  Resolved,  That  the  fame  Committee  prepare  a 
Letter  to  Rich  at  d  Rejm,  Lfcp  and  the  Colony  Agents  by  name  in 
England* 

o 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  Addrefs  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain ,  which  being  debated  by  Para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

/ 

'Ths  Twelve  United  Colonies ,  by  their  Delegates  in  Congrefs ,  to  the 

Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

Ft  lends.  Countrymen ,  and  Brethren ! 

By  thefe,  and  by  every  other  Apellation  that  may  defignate  the 
Ties,  which  bind  us  to  each  other,  we  entreat  your  ferious  At¬ 
tention  to  this  our  fecond  Attempt  to  prevent  their  Diffolution. 
Rememberance  of  former  Friendlhips,  Pride  in  the  glorious  At- 
chievements  of  our  common  Anceftors,  and  Affedion  for  the  Heirs 
of  their  Virtues,  have  hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  Connedion  ; 
but  when  that  Friendship  is  violated  by  the  groffeli:  Injuries;  when 
the  Pride  of  Anceftry  becomes  our  Reproach,  and  we  are  no  other- 
wife  allied  than  as  Tyrants  and  Slaves;  when  reduced  to  the  me¬ 
lancholy  Alternative  of  renouncing  your  Favour  or  our  Freedom; 
can  we  hefitate  about  the  choice  i  Let  the  Spirit  of  Britons  deter¬ 
mine. 

In  a  former  Addrefs  we  afferted  our  Rights,  and  hated  the  In¬ 
juries  we  had  then  received.  We  hoped,  that  the  mention  of  our 
Wrongs  would  have  roufed  that  honed  Indignation  which  has  dept 
too  long  for  your  Honour,  or  the  We  lfare  of  the  Empire.  But 
we  have  not  been  permitted  to  entertain  this  pleaiing  Expedation. 
Every  Day  brought  an  accumulation  of  Injuries,  and  the  Inven¬ 
tion  of  the  Minillry  has  been  constantly  exercifed,  in  adding  to  the 
Calamities  of  your  American  Brethren. 

After  the  moll  valuable  Right  of  Leg-illation  was  infringed  ; 
when  the  Powers  affumed  by  your  Parliament,  in  which  we  are 
not  reprefented,  and  from  our  local  and  other  circumftances  cannot 
properly  be  reprefented,  rendered  our  Property  precarious  ;  after 
being  denied  that  mode  of  Trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been  in- 
debted  for  the  fafety  of  our  Perfons,  and  the  prefervation  of  our 
Liberties  ;  after  being  in  manv  inftances  dwelled  of  thofe  Laws, 

which 
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which  were  tranfmitted  to  us  by  our  common  Anceftors,  and  Sub¬ 
bed  to  an  arbitrary  Code,  compiled  under  the  aufpices  of  Roman 
Tyrants  ;  after  thofe  Charters,  which  encouraged  our  Predecef- 
fors  to  brave  Death  and  Danger  in  every  Shape,  on  u  ikru>wn 
Seas,  in  Defarts  unexplored,  amidil  barbarous  and  inhoipitame 
Nations,  were  annulled;  when,  without  the  form  of  I  **al,  vvTn- 
out  a  public  Accufation,  whole  Colonies  were  condemned,  tnen 
Trade  deftroyed,  their  Inhabitants  impoverished  ;  when  oojdiers 
were  encouraged  to  embrue  their  Hands  in  the  Blood  o  yf/V/cr/ 
cans ,  by  offers  of  Impunity;  when  new  modes  of  Trial  were  insti¬ 
tuted  for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed,  where  the  charge  carried  with  it 
the  horrors  of  convidion  ;  when  a  defpotic  Government  was  eha- 
blifhed  in  a  neighbouring  Province,  and  its  Limits  extended  to 
every  of  our  Frontiers  ;  we  little  imagined  that  any  thing  could  be 
added  to  this  black  Catalogue  of  unprovoked  Injuries  :  but  we 
have  unhappily  been  deceived,  and  the  late  Meafures  of  tne  Bntijh 
Miniflry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  objed  is  the  redudion  of 

thefe  Colonies  to  Slavery  and  Ruin.  #  tat 

To  confirm  this  Affertion,  let  us  recal  your  attention  to  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  America ,  fince  our  lafl  Addrefs.  Let  us  combat  the  Ca¬ 
lumnies  of  our  Enemies;  and  let  us  warn  you  of  the  dangers  that 
threaten  you  in  our  deftrudion.  Many  of  your  Fellow-Subjeds, 
whofe  Situation  deprived  them  of  other  Support,  drew  their  Main¬ 
tenance  from  the  Sea  ;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  Liberty  being 
infufficient  to  fatisfy  the  refentment  of  our  Enemies,  the  horrors  of 
Famine  were  fuperadded,  and  a  Britijh  Parliament,  who,  in  bet¬ 
ter  times,  were  the  Protestors  of  Innocence  and  the  Patrons  of 
Humanity,  have,  without  diftindion  of  Age  or  Sex,  robbed  thou- 
fands  of  the  Food  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  draw  from  that 
inexhaultible  Source,  placed  in  their  neighbourhood  by  the  bene¬ 
volent  Creator. 

Another  Ad  of  your  Legislature  Shuts  our  Ports,  and  prohibits 
our  Trade  with  any  but  thofe  States  from  whom  the  great  Law 
of  felf-prefervation  renders  it  abfolutely  neceffary  we  Should  at  pie- 
fent  withhold  our  Commerce.  But  this  Ad  (whatever  may  have 
been  itsdefign)  we  confider  rather  as  injurious  to  your  Opulence 
than  our  Intereft.  All  our  Commerce  terminates  with  you ;  and 
the  Wealth  we  procure  from  other  Nations,  is  foon  exchanged 
for  your  Superfluities.  Our  remittances  mull  then  ceafe  with  our 
Trade;  and  our  refinements  with  our  Affluence.  We  truSt,  how¬ 
ever,  that  Laws  which  deprive  us  of  every  Bleffing  but  a  Soil 
that  teems  with  the  neceffaries  of  Life,  and  that  Liberty  which 
renders  the  enjoyment  of  them  fecure,  will  not  relax  our  \  igour 
in  their  Defence. 

We  might  here  obferve  on  the  Cruelty  and  InconfiSlency  of 
thofe,  who,  while  they  publicly  Brand  us  with  reproachful  and 
unworthy  Epithets,  endeavour  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  de- 
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nTfn*  rInt^rPofidon  Wlth.  foreign  Powers,  and  to  deliver 

™  °  the  Iaw,efs  Ravages  of  a  mercilefs  Soldiery.  But  happily 

r*  t  *  A°  *°Ut  ^'e^ources  >  and  though  the  timid  and  humili- 
*  g  Applications^  of  a  Britijh  Miniilry  ftould  prevail  with  for- 

\  Tl  yetI»d^y,  prompted  by  Neceffity,  will  not  leave 
us  without  the  necefiary  Supplies. 

We  could  wilh  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound  the  Ear  of 
Humanity,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  Ads  of  Oppreffion,  which 
are  daily  exerc.fed  in  the  Town  of  Bojlon,  did  we  not  hope,  that 
by  difclaimmg  them  Deeds  and  punifhing  the  Perpetrators,  you 
xvould  IhortH  vindicate  the  Honour  of  the  Britijh  Name  and  're- 
cftabiiih  the  violated  Laws  of  Jurtice. 

That  once  populous,  dourifhing  and  commercial  Town  is  now 
garnfoned  by  an  Army  fent  not  to  proted,  but  to  enflave  its  In- 
ia  itanto.  l  he  civil  Government  is  overturned,  and  a  military 
Defpotiim  erected  upon  its  Ruins.  Without  Law,  without 
vight,  I  owers  are  affumed  unknown  to  the  Conftitution.  Pri- 
yate  Property  is  unjuftly  invaded.  The  Inhabitants,  daily  fub- 

ta  '°  ^  1C  Ricen^0l>dne^s  of  the  Soldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove 
211  Defiance  of  their  natural  Rights,  in  Violation  of  the  moll  fo- 

emn  Compacts.  Or  if,  after  long  and  wearifome  Solicitation,  a 
Pafs  is  procured,  their  Effeds  are  detained,  and  even  thofe  who 
aie  moii  favoured,  have  no  Alternative  but  Poverty  or  Slavery, 
i  tie  D litre fs  of  many  thoufand  People,  wantonly  deprived  of  the 

Necdfaries  of  Life,  is  a  Subjed,  on  which  we  would  not  wifh  to 

cniaro-e. 

o 

Yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britijh  Fleet  (unjuftifkd  even 

Acts  of  your  Legiflature)  are  daily  employed  in  ruining  our 
Commerce,  leizing  our  Ships,  and  depriving  whole  Communities 
Oi  then  daily  Bread.  Nor  will  a  Regard  for  your  Honour  permit 
us  to  be  filent,  while  Britiji?  Troops  fully  your  Glory,  by  Ac¬ 
tions,  which  the  molt  inveterate  Enmity  will  not  palliate  amono^ 
civilized  Nations,  the  wanton  and  unneceftary  Deftrudion  of 
Charlejio'wn,  a  large,  ancient,  and  once  populous  Town,  juft  be¬ 
fore  deferted  by  its  Inhabitants,  who  had  fled  to  avoid  the  Fury  of 
your  Soldiery. 

If  you  ftill  retain  thofe  Sentiments  of  Compafiion,  by  which 
Britons  have  ever  been  diftinguifhed  ;  if  the  Humanity,  which 
tempered  the  Valour  of  our  common  Anceftors,  has  not  degenera¬ 
ted  into  Cruelty,  you  will  lament  the  Miferies  of  their  Defen¬ 
dants. 

Fo  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  Treatment  ?  If  to  any  fecret 
Principle  of  the  Conftitution,  let  it  be  mentioned ;  let  us  learn, 
that  the  Government,  we  have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its  De- 
feds,  and  that  while  it  gives  Freedom  to  a  Part,  it  neceffarily  en- 
haves  the  Remainder  of  the  Empire.  If  fuch  a  Principle  exifts  ; 
why  for  Ages  lias  it  ceafed  to  operate  l  Why  at  this  Time  is  it 

called 
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called  into  Adion  ?  Can  no  Reafon  be  afiigned  for  this  Condud  ? 

Or  mu  ft  it  be  refolved  into  the  wanton  Exercife  of  arbitrary  Pow¬ 
er  >  And  ftiall  the  Defendants  of  Britons  tamely  fubmit  to  this. 

_ .’No  Sirs  !  We  never  will,  while  we  revere  the  Memory  of  our 

frallant  and  virtuous  Anceftors,  we  never  can  fur  render  thofe  glo¬ 
rious  Privileges,  for  which  they  fought,  bled  and  conquered. 
Admit  that  your  Fleets  could  deftroy  our  Towns,  and  lavage  oui 
Sea-Coafts;  thefe  are  inconfiderable  Objects,  Things  of  no  Mo¬ 
ment  to  Men,  whofe  Bofoms  glow  with  the  Ardor  of  Libwity* 
We  can  retire  beyond  the  Reach  of  your  Navy,  and,  without  any 
fenfible  Diminution  of  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  enjoy  a  Luxury, 
which  from  that  Period  you  will  want;  the  Luxury  of  being 

b  rec.  . 

We  know  the  Force  of  your  Arms,  and  was  it  called  forth  in 

-the  Caufe  of  Juftice  and  your  Country,  we  might  dread  the  Ex¬ 
ertion  ;  but  will  Britons  fight  under  the  Banners  of  Tyranny. 
Will  they  counterad  the  Labours,  and  difgrace  the  Vi  dories  of 
their  Anceftors  ?  Will  they  forge  Chains  for  their  Poftenty  .  11 
they  defeend  to  this  unworthy  Talk,  will  their  Swords  retain 
their  Edge,  their  Arms  their  accuftomed  Vigour  ?  Britons  can  ne¬ 
ver  become  the  Inftruments  of  Oppreftion,  till  they  lofe  the  Spirit 
of  Freedom,  by  which  alone  they  are  invincible. 

Our  Enemies  charge  us  with  Sedition.  In  what  does  it  connft. 

In  our  Refufal  to  fubmit  to  unwarrantable  Ads  of  Injuftice  and 
Cruelty  ?  If  fo,  ftiew  us  a  Period  in  your  Hiftory,  in  which  you 

have  not  been  equally  Sedi  tious. 

We  are  accufed  of  aiming  at  Independence  ;  but  how  is  this 
Accufation  fupported  ?  By  the  Allegations  of  your  Minifters,  not 
by  our  Adions.  Abufed,  infulted,  and  contemned,  what  Steps 
have  we  purfued  to  obtain  Redrefs  ?  We  have  carried  oui  dutiful 
Petitions  to  the  Throne. — We  have  applied  to  your  Juftice  for 
Relief.  We  have  retrenched  our  Luxury,  and  withheld  our  ft  rade. 

The  Advantages  of  our  Commerce  were  defigned  as  a  Compen¬ 
sation  for  your  Protedion  :  When  you  ceafed  to  proted,  for  what 
were  we  to  compenfate  ? 

What  has  been  the  Succefs  of  our  Endeavours  ?  The  Clemency 
of  our  Sovereign  is  unhappily  diverted  ;  our  Petitions  are  treated 
with  Indignity ;  our  Prayers  anfwered  by  Infults.  Our  Applica¬ 
tion  to  you  remains  unnoticed,  and  leaves  us  the  melancholy  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  your  wanting  either  the  Will,  or  the  Power,  to 
afiift  us. 

Even  under  thefe  Circumftances,  what  Meafures  have  we  taicen 
that  betray  a  Defire  of  Independence  ?  Have  we  called  in  the  Aid 
of  thofe  foreign  Powers,  who  are  the  Rivals  of  your  Grandeur  ? 
When  your  Troops  where  few  and  defencelefs,  did  we  take  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Diftrefs  and  expel  them  our  Towns  ?  Or  have  we 
permitted  them  to  fortify,  to  receive  new  Aid  and  to  acquire  addi¬ 
tional  Strength  ?  Let 
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Let  not  your  Enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that  in  this  we 
were  influenced  by  Fear  or  any  other  unworthy  Motive.  The 
p  s  °*  Britons  are  ftill  dear  to  us.  They  are  the  Children  of  our 
-  -rents,  and  an  uninterrupted  Intercourfe  of  mutual  Benefits  had 
i'-mt  the  Bonds  of  Fnendfhip.  When  Hoftilitles  were  commenced, 
when  on  a  late  Occafion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your 
1  roops,  though  we  repelled  their  Afi'aults  and  returned  their 
-tdows,  yet  we  lamented  the  Wounds  they'  obliged  us  to  give  • 
nor  have  we  yet  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  Viitory  ov£  Entlijhtnen.  ’ 
4s  ",'e  ]vii\  not  “lour  our  Actions,  or  difguife  our  Thoughts; 
we  (hall,  in  the  hmple  Language  of  Truth,  avow  the  Meafures  we 

have  purfued,  the  Motives,  upon  which  we  have  afted,  and  our 
future  Deligns. 

1  iicn  iate  Petition  to  the  Throne  produced  no  other  Effefl 
tnan  frein  Injuries,  and  Votes  of  your  Legiflature,  calculated  to 
juiuity  eveiy  Severity  ;  when  your  Fleets  and  your  Armies  were 
pu  pared  to  wreft  from  us  our  Property,  to  rob  us  of  our  Liber¬ 
ties  or  our  Lives ;  when  the  hoftile  Attempts  of  General  Gage  e- 
vi need  his  Defigns,  we  levied  Armies  for  our  Security  and°De- 
fence.  When  the  Powers  veiled  in  the  Governor  of  Canada , 
gave  us  Reafon  to  apprehend  Danger  from  that  Quarter ;  and  we 
had  ii  equent  Intimations,  that  a  cruel  and  favage  Fnemy  was  to 
be  let  loofe  upon  the  defencelefs  Inhabitants  of  our  Frontiers  ;  we 
took  fuch  Meafures  as  Prudence  dictated,  as  Neceflity  will  juftify. 
We  pofleffed  ourfelves  of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet 
give  us  leave  moll  folemnly  to  affure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  loft 
tught  of  the  ObjtCc  we  have  ever  had  in  View,  a  Reconciliation 
with  you  on  conftitutional  Principles,  and  a  Reftoration  of  that 
friendly  Intercourfe,  which,  to  the  Advantage  of  both,  we  till 
lately  maintained. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to  A- 
griculture  and  Commerce.  As  their  Falhions  and  Manners  are  fi- 
milar  to  yours,  your  Markets  mull  afford  them  the  Con veniencies 
and  Luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the  Produce  of  their  La¬ 
bours.  The  Wealth  of  this  extended  Continent  centres  with  you; 
and  our  Trade  is  fo  regulated  as  to  be  fubfervient  only  to  your  In- 
t  ere  ft.  You  are  too  reafonable  to  expedfc,  that  by  Taxes  (in  Ad¬ 
dition  to  this)  we  fhould  contribute  to  your  Expence  ;  to  believe 
after  diverting  the  Fountain,  that  the  Streams  can  flow  with  un¬ 
abated  Force. 

It  has  been  laid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  Reftri<ftions 
on  our  Commerce.  From  whence  is  this  Inference  drawn  ?  Not 
from  our  Words,  we  having  repeatedly  declared  the  Contrary ; 
and  we  again  profefs  our  Submiflion  to  the  feveral  A<fts  of  Trade 
and  Navigation  puffed  before  the  Year  1763,  trufling  neverthelefs 
in  the  Equity  and  Juftice  of  Parliament,  that  fuch  of  them  as, 
upon  cool  and  impartial  Confederation,  fliall  appear  to  have  im- 
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r  j  unnecefiary  or  grievous  Reftri&ions,  will,  at  feme  happier 
PeHod  1  be"  repealed  or  altered.  And  we  cheerfully  confent  to 
the  Operation  of  fuch  Ads  of  the  Britljb  Parliament  as  fhall  be  re- 
ftrained  to  the  Regulation  of  our  external  Commerce,  ror  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  commercial  Advantages  of  the  whole  Itmpirs 
to  the  Mother-Country ,  and  the  commercial  Benefits  ot  its  re- 
fpeAive  Members  ;  excluding  every  Idea  of  Taxation  interna,  or 
external,  for  railing  a  Revenue  on  the  Subjects  m  America  without 


their  Confent.  .  ,  . 

It  is  alledged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the  common  Ue- 

fence.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  Advantages  which  Great- 
Britain  receives  from  the  Monopoly  of  our  Trade,  far  exceed  our 
Proportion  of  the  Expence  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe.  but 
fhould  thefe  Advantages  be  inadequate  thereto,  let  the  iveltiic- 
tions  on  our  Trade  be  removed,  and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute 
fuch  Proportion  when  cdnftitutionally  required. 

It  is  a  fundamental  Principle  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  that 
every  Man  fhould  have  at  leaft  a  Reprefentative  Share  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  thofe  Laws,  by  which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  other  wife, 
the  Regulation  of  our  internal  Police  by  a  BritiJ})  Parliament, 
who  are  and  ever  will  be  unacquainted  with  our  local  Circum- 
ftances,  mu  ft  be  always  inconvenient,  and  frequently  oppreffive, 
working  our  wrong,  without  yielding  any  poffible  Advantage  to 


A  Plan  of  Accommodation  (as  it  has  been  abfurdly  called)  has 
been  propofed  bv  your  Mhmfters  to  our  leipectivv.  A^ffeiul  >3ies. 
Y/ere  this  Propofal  free  from  every  other  Objection,  but  that 
which  arifes  from  the  Time  of  the  Offer,  it  would  not  be  unex¬ 
ceptionable.'  Can  Men  deliberate  with  the  Bayonet  at  their 
Rreaft  ?  Can  they  treat  with  Freedom,  while  their  Towns  are 
facked;  when  daily  Inftances  of  Injuftice  and  Opprefiion  difturb 

the  flower  Operations  of  Reafon  ? 

If  this  Propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer  and  we  accept, 
why  was  it  delayed  till  the  Nation  was  put  to  ufelefs  Expence,  and 
we  were  reduced  to  our  prefent  melancholy  Situation  ?  If  it  holds 
forth  nothing,  why  was  it  propofed?  Unlefs  indeed  to  deceive 
you  into  a  Belief,  that  we  were  unwilling  to  Iiften  to  awy  1  v.,mo  oi 
Accommodation  ?  But  what  is  fubmitted  to  cur  Confidei  ation  ? 
We  contend  for  the  Difpofal  of  our  Property.  We  are  told  that 
our  Demand  is  unreafonable,  that  our  Affemblies  may  indeed  col¬ 
led  our  Money,  but  that  they  muft  at  the  fame  Time  offer,  not 
what  your  Exigences  or  ours  may  require,  blit  fo  much  as  fhall  be 
deemed  fufftcient  to  fatisfy  the  Defires  of  a  Minifter  and  enable 
him  to  provide  for  Favourites  and  Dependants.  A  Recurrence  to 
your  own  Treafury  will  convince  you  how  little  of  the  Money  al¬ 
ready  extorted  from  us  has  been  applied  to  the  Relief  of  your  Bur¬ 
thens.  To  fuppofe  that  we  would  thus  grafp  the  Shadow 
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the  united  A  T  m  - ,  ,J®“y  to  d'rea  feme  Mode,  by  which 
into  h  Appllf t,0ns  of  hls  *althful  Colonifts  may  be  improved 
treat  ,  ‘Vt  Permanent,  ^conciliation.  We  are  willing  to 

nnd  we  filer  T  33  T  al°"e  render  an  accommodation  lafting, 
*”d  W"  flatter  ourfelves  ‘hat  our  pacific  Endeavours  will  be  attend- 

L,r aS  °,f  T»"f-  ■->  *  S, 

mtd  a  d"fi‘  1H  P  f '°n  f  'Ch  We  COmPkl'n>  on  the  one  part, 

d’  IS  ,  S  ”  A';my’  and  a  diffolution  of  our  commer- 
c*itj  Jociations,  on  the  other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propofe  to  furrender  our 
Piopeity  into  the  Hands  of  your  Miniftry,  or  veil  your  Parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  xower  which  may  terminate  in  our  Deilrudion.  The 
gieat  Bulwarks  of  our  Conflitution  we  have  deli  red  to  maintain 
)y  every  temperate,  by  every  peaceable  Means;  but  your  Mini- 
us  (equal  hoes  to  Britifh  and  American  freedom)  have  added 
to  their  former  Oppreffions  an  Attempt  to  reduce  us  by  the  Sword 
to  a  bafe  and  abjed  Submiffion.  On  the  Sword,  therefore,  wc 
are  compelled  to  rely  for  Protection.  Should  Vidory  declare  in 
your  Favour,  yet  Men  trained  to  Arms  from  their  infancy,  and 
animated  by  the  love  of  Liberty,  will  afford  neither  a  cheap  or 
ca‘[,  1 °n(Heft’  Of  this  at  le$fl  we  are  affured,  that  our  Struggle 
will  be  glorious,  our  Succeis  certain  ;  fmee  even  in  Death  we  fhall 
imd  that  Fieedom  which  in  Life  you  forbid  us  to  enjoy. 

^  Let  us  now  a  fie  what  Advantages  are  to  attend  our  Redudion  ? 

I  ho  Trade  of  a  ruined  and  defojate  Country  is  always  inconfide- 
rable,  its  Revenue  trifling  ;  the  Expence  of  fubjeding  and  retain¬ 
ing  it  in  fubjedion  certain  and  inevitable.  What  then  remains 
but  the  gratification  of  an  ill-judged  Pride,  or  the  hope  of  render¬ 
ing  us  fubfervient  to  defigns  on  your  Liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  fheathed  their  Swords  in  the  Bowels  of  their. 
American  Brethren,  will  not  draw  them  with  more  reludancc 
againfl  you.  When  too  late  you  may  lament  the  lofs  of  that  free¬ 
dom,  which  we  exhort  you,  while  flill  in  your  Power,  to  pre- 
ferve. 

On  the  other  hand,  fhould  you  prove  unfuccefsful ;  fiiould  that 
Connexion,  which  we  molt  ardently  wifh  to  maintain,  be  diffolved* 
fiiould  your  Minifters  exhauft  your  Treafures  and  wafle  the  Bloojd 
of  your  Countrymen  in  vain  Attempts  on  our  Liberty;  do  they 
not  deliver  you,  weak  and  defenceless,  to  your  natural  Enemies. 

Since  then  your  Liberty  muff  be  the  price  of  your  Vidories  * 
your  Ruin,  of  your  Defeat : — What  blind  Fatality  can  urge  you 
to  a  purfuit  deftrudive  of  all  that  Britons  hold  dear  > 

If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  Connexion  that  has  for  Ages  fub- 
filted  between  us  ;  if  you  have  forgot  the  Y^ounds  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed 
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fiphting  by  your  Side  for  the  extention  of  the  Empire  ;  if  our 
Commerce  is  not  an  objeft  below  your  confideration  ;  if  Juftice 
and  Humanity  have  loft  their  influence  on  your  Hearts  ;  (till  Mo¬ 
tives  are  not  wanting  to  excite  your  Indignation  at  the  Meafures 
now  purfued :  Your  Wealth,  your  Honour,  your  Liberty  are  at 

Notwithftanding  the  Diftrefs  to  which  we  are  reduced,  we  Tome* 
times  forget  our  own  Afflictions,  to  anticipate  and  fympathize  m 
yours.  We  grieve  that  rafh  and  inconliderate  Councils  fhould  pre¬ 
cipitate  the  deilruCtion  of  an  Empire,  which  has  been  the  envy  2nd 
admiration  of  Ages,  and  call  God  to  witnefs  !  that  we  would  part 
with  our  Property,  endanger  our  Lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing 

but  Liberty,  to  redeem  you  from  ruin. 

A  Cloud  hangs  over  your  Heads  and  ours;  e’er  this  reaches 
you,  it  may  probably  burit  upon  us;  let  us  then  (before  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  former  Kindnefs  is  obliterated)  once  more  repeat 
thofe  Appellations  which  are  ever  grateful  in  our  Ears;  let  us  en¬ 
treat  Heaven  to  avert  our  Bum,  and  the  HeftruCtiou  that  tinea"” 
tens  our  Friends,  Brethren,  and  Countrymen,  on  the  otl'm  lid^ 
of  the  Atlantic . 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Addrefs  be  immediately  printed,  and 
fent  by  Mr.  Penn  to  England . 

The  Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  Lon¬ 
don  9  being  again  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

My  Lord, 

PERMIT  the  Delegates  of  the  People  of  twelve  ancient  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  pay  your  Lor df rip,  arid  the  very  refpeftable  Body  of  which 
you  are  Head,  the  juft  Tribute  of  Gratitude  and  Thanks,  for  the 
virtuous  and  unfolicited  Re  fent  went  you  have  floewn  to  the  violated 
Rights  of  a  free  People .  The  City  London,  my  Lord,  having  in 
all  Ages,  approved  itfelf  the  Patron  of  Liberty,  and  the  Support  of 
juft  Government,  againft  lawlefs  Tyranny  and  Opprejfion,  cannot  fail 
to  make  us  deeply  Senftble  of  the  powerful  Aid,  our  Caufe  muft  re¬ 
ceive  from  fuch  Advocates.  A  Caufe,  my  Lord,  worthy  the  fupport, 
of  the  firft  City  in  the  World,  as  it  involves  the  fate  of  a  great  Conti¬ 
nent,  and  threatens  to  ftoake  the  Foundations  of  a  flouriftoing ,  and, 
until  lately,  a  happy  Empire . 

North- America,  my  Lord,  wi floes  moft  ardently  for  a  lafting  Con¬ 
nection  with  Great-Britain  on  Terms  of  juft  and  equal  Liberty  ;  lej's 
than  which  generous  Minds  will  not  offer ,  nor  brave  and  free  ones 
be  willing  to  receive . 

'A  cruel  War  has  at  length  been  opened  againft  us,  and  whilft  we 
prepare  to  defend  ourfelves  like  the  defendants  of  Britons,  we  ft  ill 

•  hope 


9 


i6o 


Journals  of  Congress. 


hoj,  that  the  Mediation  of  wife  and  good  Citizens ,  will  at  length  pre - 

P  nZ  Dcfp°t'-j»h  and  reflate  Harmony  and  Peace ,  on  permanent 
l  >  maples,  to  an  oppreffed  and  divided  Empire. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  he , 

My  Lord, 

With  great  Ejlecm , 

Tour  Lor djh ip's 

Faithful  Friends  and  Fellow- Subjecls. 

by^Prefiden?'  ^  be  tranfcribcd,  then  %ned 

apP°lnted  t0  prepare  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Penn  and 

\  °nJ  '  §ents»  1  eported  a  Draught,  which  was  read  and  ap¬ 
proved  as  follows  :  *• 

Gentlemen, 

«.  f  Pefyrance  of  the  Britifli  Minifry  in  their  unjufl  and  cruel 
tblfcljnff  Adm,niJiration>  Pas  occafloned  the  Meeting  of  ano- 

..  WeM  Tit  Teahdt0  the  tuT  Of  our  Sovereign  for  proteFii- 
°7:  }be  Def  million  Mach  his  Minifters  meditate  for  his  Ame- 

ncan  SuhJeas'  ‘ths  Petition  to  his  Majejly  you  'will pie afe,  Gentle - 
men,  to  present  to  the  King  <with  all  convenient  Expedition,  after 
Mica  we  def  re  it  may  he  given  to  the  Public.  We  likewife  fend  yoic 
our  fecond  Application  to  the  Equity  and  Inter ejl  of  our  Fellow- Sub- 
Pfts  tn  Great-Britain,  and  alfo  a  Declaration  fetting  forth  the 
Laufes  of  our  taking  up  Arms  :  Both  which  we  wijh  may  he  imme¬ 
diately  put  to  Prefs,  and  communicated  as  univer fatty  as  pofihle. 

The  Congrefs  entertain  the  higheft  Senfe  of  the  wife  and  worthy 
Interpojition  oj^  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Livery  of  London,  in  favour  of 
injured  America.  They  have  exprefed  this  their  Senfe  in  a  Letter 
[°  ^ls  Lor df dip  and  the  Livery,  which  we  defire  may  he  prefented 
in  the  Manner  moft  agreeable  to  that  refpe  Cable  Body. 
u .  Tou  wll  ohlige  Ui ,  Gentlemen,  by  giving  the  rnojl  early  Informa¬ 
tion  to  the  Congrefs ,  and  to  the  Speakers  of  our  refpeCive  Affemhlies 
Of  your  proceeding  in  this  Bufnefs,  and  fuel;  further  Intelligence  as 
you  may  judge  to  he  of  importance  to  America  in  this  great  Contejl . 

We  are,  with  great  regard. 

Gentlemen,  See. 

^  Ordered,  That  the  above  be  fairly  tranferibed,  and  then  fign- 
rd  by  the  Preiident,  and  by  him  font  under  Cover,  together  with 
the  Petition  to  the  King,  and  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  ot  Great- 
Pi  ritain,  and  the  Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  to  Richard  Penn, 
Lf<j.  and  that  the  President  requeft  Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf  of  the 
Congrefs,  to  join  with  the  Colony  Agents  in  prefenting  the  Petiti¬ 
on  to  the  Mine:.  D 
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Monday,  July  10,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  was  a  Gentleman  in  Town 
well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and  dilpohtion  of  the  Indians ,  a 
Motion  was  made  for  introducing  him,  and  he  was  accordingly 
introduced  and  examined. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  putting 
the  Militia  in  a  proper  ftate  for  the  defence  of  America ,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate  referred  for  fur¬ 
ther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  July  n,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  taken  up 
and  read,  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  deferred  till  to¬ 
morrow.  .  ' 

On  information  that  there  were  two  Companies  or  Kine-men 

raifed  in  Lancafler  inftead  of  one. 

Resolved,  That  both  be  taken  into  the  Continental  fervice. 

«  An  Addrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  different  Parifhes  of  the 
I  {lands  of  Bermuda ,”  to  the  Congrefs  was  prefented  and  read. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  July  12,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Gentlemen  from  the  Province  of  Quebec  was  introduced  and 
examined. 

Letters  from  Governor  Cooke  and  General  Ward  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  fame  Being  gone  thro’ 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  the  fecuring  and  preferving  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Indian 
Nations  appears  to  be  a  fubjedt  of  the  utmofl  Moment  to  thefe 
Colonies# 

That  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Adminiftrati- 
on  will  fpare  no  Pains  to  excite  the  feveral  Nations  of  Indians  to 
take  up  Arms  againft  thefe  Colonies  ;  and  that  it  becomes  us  to 
be  very  active  and  vigilant  in  exerting  every  prudent  Means  to 
{Lengthen  and  confirm  the  friendly  difpofition  towards  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies,  which  has  long  prevailed  among  the  northern  Iribes,  and 
which  has  been  lately  manifefled  by  fome  of  thofe  to  the  foutli- 
ward. 

As  the  Indians  depend  on  the  Colonifts  for  Arms,  Ammuniti¬ 
on,  and  Cloathing,  which  are  become  neceffary  to  their  Subfift- 
ance,  that  Commiffioners  be  appointed  by  this  Congrefs  to  fuper- 
intend  Indian  Affairs  in  behalf  of  thofe  Colonies. 

X  That 
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MM1’?1  there  be  three  Departments  of  Indians ,  the  Northern, 

iau  e,  and  Southern,  The  Northern  to  extend  fo  far  South  as 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  Indians  known  by  the  Name  of  the 
rp,'  ntions,  and  all  the  Indians  Northward  of  thofe  Nations, 
-the  Southern  Department  to  extend  fo  far  North  as  to  include 
the  Lherokees,  and  all  the  Indians  that  may  be  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  them.  The  Middle  to  contain  the  Indian  Nations  that 
lie  between  the  other  two  Departments. 

That  five  Commiffioners  be  appointed  for  the  Southern  De- 
partment. 

That  for  each  of  the  other  two  Departments  there  be  appoint¬ 
ed  three  Commiffioners.  1 

.  tlle  Commiffioners  have  Power  to  treat  with  the  Indians 

in  their  refpedive  Departments,  in  the  Name  and  on  Behalf  of 
the  United  Colonies,  in  Order  to  preferve  Peace  and  Friendffiip 

with  the  laid  Indians ,  and  to  prevent  their  taking  any  Part  in  the 
prefent  Commotions. 


r  ^  t^e  Commiffioners  for  the  Southern  Department  receive 
from  the  Continental  Treafury  the  Sum  of  ten  thoufand  Dollars  z 
tne  Commiffioners  for  the  Middle  and  Northern  Department  the 
Sum  or  fix  thoufand Jtx  hundred  a?id fixty-Jix  and  tnjjo  thirds  for  each 
of  their  refpedive  Departments,  for  defraying  the  Expence  of 
1  reaties  and  Prefents  to  the  Indians . 

That  the  Commiffioners  refpedively  have  Power  to  take  to 
theii  Affi fiance  Gentlemen  of  Influence  among  the  Indians  in 
whom  they  can  confide,  and  to  appoint  Agents,  refidino-  near  or 
among  the  Indians ,  to  watch  the  Condud  of  the  Superintendants 
and  their  Emilfaries. 

That  in  Cafe  the  Commiffioners  for  the  refpedive  Diftrids,  or 
any  one  of  them  in  either  Dillrid,  ffiall  have  fatisfadory  Proof, 
that  the  King’s  Superintendants,  their  Deputies  or  Agents,  or  a- 
ny  other  Perfon  vvhatfoever,  are  adive  in  ftirring  up  or  inciting 
the  Indians  or  any  of  them,  to  become  inimical  to  the  America % 
Colonies,  fuch  Commiffioner  or  Commiffioners  ought  to  caufe 
fuch  Superintendants  or  other  Offender  to  be  feized'and  kept  in 
fafe  Cufiody  until  Order  fhall  be  taken  therein  by  a  Majority  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Diftrids  where  fuch  Seizure  is  made,  or  by 
the  Continental  Congrefs,  or  a  Committee  of  find  Congrefs,  to 
whom  fuch  Seizure,  with  the  Caufes  of  it,  fhall,  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble  after,  be  made  known. 

That  the  Commiffioners  fhall  exhibit  fair  Accounts  of  the  Ex¬ 
penditure  of  all  Monies  by  them  refpedively  to  be  received  for  the 
Purpofes  aforefaid  to  every  fucceeding  Continental  Congrefs,  or 
Committee  of  Congrefs,  together  with  a  general  State  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  their  feveral  Departments  ;  in  Order  that  the  Colonies 
may  be  informed  from  Time  to  Time  of  every  fuch  Matter  as  may 
concern  them  to  know  and  avail  themfelvcs  of,  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  common  Caufe.  That 
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That  as  there  is  a  Seminary  for  the  Inftru&ion  of  Indian  Youth, 
which  has  been  eftabliihed  under  the  Care  of  Do&or  JVheelock ,  on 
Connecticut  River;  and  as  there  are  nine  or  ten  Indian  Youths  at 
that  School,  chiefly  from  the  Tribes  redding  in  Quebec-,  And  as 
for  want  of  a  proper  Fund,  there  is  Danger  that  thefe  Youths 
may  be  fent  back  to  their  Friends,  which  will  probably  excite 
Jealoufy  and  Diftruft,  and  be  attended  with  bad  Confequences, 
the  Commiffioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  Department 
be  authorifed  to  receive,  out  of  the  Continental  Treafury,  a  Sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  Dollars ,  to  be  applied  by  them  for  the 
Support  of  faid  Indian  Youths. 

On  Motion  made,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  devife  Ways  and  Means  to  protect  the  Trade  of  thefe 
Colonies. 

The  following  were  chofen,  Mr.  Jay ,  Mr.  Franklin ,  Mr. 
Gadfden ,  Mr.  Deane ,  and  Mr.  Lee . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Thursday,  July  13,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  Talks  to  the  In * 
dians,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

A  SPEECH  to  the  Six  Confederate  Nations ,  Mohawks,  O- 
ke idas,  Tuscaroras,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Senekas, 
from  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  convened  in  Council  at  Phila¬ 
delphia . 

Brothers ,  Sachems ,  and  Warriors , 

WE,  the  Delegates  from  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  viz. 
New- Hamgfhire,  Mafjach  ufetts  -Bay,  Rhode- If  and,  Connecticut , 
New-Tork,  New-J^rfey,  Pennfylvania ,  the  three  Lower  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Newcafle,  Kent ,  and  Sufex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland , 
Virginia,  North-Carolina ,  and  South-Car olina,  now  fitting  in  Ge¬ 
neral  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia ,  fend  this  Talk  to  you  our  Bro¬ 
thers.  We  are  fixty-five  in  Number,  chofen  and  appointed  by 
the  People  throughout  all  thefe  Provinces  and  Colonies,  to  meet 
and  fit  together  in  one  great  Council,  to  confult  together  for  the 
common  Good  of  the  Land,  and  fpeak  and  a£t  for  them. 

Brothers,  in  our  Confultation  we  have  judged  it  proper  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  fend  you  this  Talk,  as  we  are  upon  the  fame  Ifland, 
that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  Reafons  of  this  great  Council, 
the  Situation  of  our  civil  Conftitution,  and  our  Difpolition  to¬ 
wards  you  our  Indian  Brothers  of  the  fix  Nations  and  their  Allies . 

(Three  Strings,  or  a  fmall  Belt.) 
Brothers  and  Friends ,  now  attend , 

.  When  our  Fathers  eroded  the  great  Water  and  came  over  to 
this  Land,  the  King  of  England  gave  them  a  Talk  ;  affuring  them 

that 
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that  they  arid  their  Children  lhould  be  his  Children,  and  that  if 
they  would  leave  their  Native  Country  and  make  Settlements,  and 
i\e  here,  and  buy,  and  fell,  and  trade  with  their  Brethren  be¬ 
yond  the  Water ,  they  lhould  Hill  keep  hold  of  the  fame  covenant 
Chain  and  enjoy  Peace  — And  it  was  covenanted,  that  the  Fields, 
Houfes,  Goods,  and  Pofleflions  which  our  Fathers  lhould  acquire, 
lhould  remain  t-o  them  as  their  own,  and  be  their  Children’s  for¬ 
ever,  and  at  their  foie  Difpofal. 

Trufting  that  this  C  ovenant  lhould  never  be  broken,  our  Fa¬ 
thers  came  a  great  Di fiance  beyond  the  great  Water,  laid  out 
their  Money  here,  built  Houfes,  cleared  ^Fields,  raifed  Crops* 
and  through  their  own  Labour  and  Induftry  grew  tall  and  ftrong. 

x  hey  have  bought,  fold  and  traded  with  England  according  to 
Agreement,  fending  to  them  fuch  Things  as  they  wanted,  and 
taking  in  Exchange  iuch  Things  as  were  wanted  here. 

The  King  of  England  and  his  People  kept  the  Way  open  for 
more  than  one  hundred  Years,  and  by  our  Trade  became  richer, 
and  by  a  Union  with  us,  greater  and  ftronger  than  the  other 
Kings  and  People  who  live  beyond  the  Water. 

All  this  Time  they  lived  in  great  Friendlhip  -with  us,  and  we 
with  them  ;  for  we  are  Brothers — one  Blood. 

Whenever  they  were  ftruck,  we  inftantly  felt  as  though  the 
Blow  had  been  given  to  us —  their  Enemies  were  our  Enemies. 

Whenever  they  went  to  War,  we  fent  our  Men  to  Hand  by 
their  Side  and  light  for  them,  and  our  Money  to  help  them  and 
make  them  ftrong. 

They  thanked  us  for  our  Love  and  fent  us  good  Talks,  and  re¬ 
newed  their  Promife  to  be  one  People  forever. 

Brothers  and  Friends ,  open  a  kind  Ear  l 

We  will  now  tell  you  of  the  Quarrel  betwixt  the  Counfellors  of 
King  George  and  the  Inhabitants  and  Colonies  of  America . 

Many  of  his  Counfellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men. — They 
perfuade  the  King  to  break  the  covenant  Chain,  and  not  to  fend 
us  any  more  good  Talks.  A  conliderable  Number  have  prevailed 
upon  him  to  enter  into  a  new  Covenant  againft  us,  and  have  torn 
afunder  and  call  behind  their  Backs  the  good  old  Covenant  which 
their  Anceftors  and  ours  entered  into  and  took  ftrong  hold  of. 

They  now  tell  us  they  will  Hip  their  Hand  into  our  Pocket 
without  alking,  as  though  it  were  their  own  ;  and  at  their  Pleafure 
they  will  take  from  us  our  Charters  or  written  civil  Conftitution, 
which  we  love  as  our  Lives — alfo  our  Plantations,  our  Houfes  and 
Goods  whenever  they  pleafe,  without  alking  our  leave. — That  our 
Velfels  may  go  to  this  Uland  in  the  Sea,  but  to  this  or  that  parti¬ 
cular  Ifland  we  fhall  not  trade  any  more. — And  in  Cafe  of  our 
Non-compliance  with  thefe  new  Orders,  thy  Unit  up  our  Har¬ 
bours. 


Brothers, 


July,  1775. 


Brothers,  this  is  our  prefent  Situation — thus  have  many  of  the 
King’s  Counfellors  and  Servants  dealt  with  us. —  Ifwe  fubmit,  or 
comply  with  their  Demands,  you  can  eafily  perceive  to  what  State 
we  will  be  reduced. — If  our  People  labour  on  the  Field,  they  will 
not  know  who  (hall  enjoy  the  Crop.— If  they  hunt  in  the  Woods, 
Jt  will  be  uncertain  who  fhall  tafte  of  the  Meat  or  have  the  Skins — 
If  they  build  Houfes  they  will  not  know  whether  they  may  fit  round 
the  Fire,  with  their  Wives  and  Children. — They  cannot  be  fure 
whether  they  {hall  be  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  and  wear  the 
Fruits  of  their  own  Labour  and  Induftry. 

Brothers  and  Friends  of  the  Six  Nations ,  attend , 

We  upon  this  Ifland  have  often  fpoke  and  intreated  the  King 
and  his  Servants  the  Counsellors,  that  Peace  and  Harmony  might 
{fill  continue  between  us — that  we  cannot  part  with  or  loofe  our 
hold  of  the  old  covenant  Chain  which  united  our  Fathers  and 

theirs _ that  we  want  to  brighten  this  Chain — and  keep  the  Way 

open  as  our  Fathers  did  ;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  Bro¬ 
thers,  labour,  trade,  travel  abroad,  eat  dnd  drink  in  Peace.  ^  We 
have  often  afked  them  to  love  us  and  live  in  fuch  Friendfhip  with  us 


as  their  Fathers  did  with  ours. 

We  told  them  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceedingly  injured, 
that  they  might  as  well  kill  us,  as  take  away  our  Property  and 
the  Neceffaries  of  Life. — We  have  alked  why  they  treat  us  thus  ? 

. — What  has  become  of  our  repeated  Addreffes  and  Supplications 
to  them  ?  Who  hath  {hut  the  Ears  of  the  King  to  the  Cries  of  his 
Children  in  America  ?  No  foft  Anfwer — no  pleafant  Voice  from 
beyond  the  Water  has  yet  founded  in  our  Ears. 

Brothers,  thus  Hands  the  Matter  betwixt  Old  England  and  A- 
vierica .  You  Indians  know  how  Things  are  proportioned  in  a 
Family — between  the  Father  and  the  Son — the  Child  carries  a  lit¬ 
tle  Pack — England  we  regard  as  the  Father — this  Iiland  may  be 
compared  to  the  Son. 

The  Father  has  a  numerous  Family — both  at  home  and  upon 
this  Eland. — He  appoints  a  great  Number  of  Servants  to  affift 
him  in  the  Government  of  his  Family.  In  Procefs  of  Time, 
dome  of  his  Servants  grow  proud  and  ill-natured — they  were  dif- 
pleafed  to  fee  the  Boy  fo  alert  and  walk  on  fo  nimbly  with  his 
pack. — They  tell  the  Father  and  advife  him  to  enlarge  the  Child’s 
Pack — they  prevail — the  Pack  is  increafed — the  Child  takes  it  up 
again— as  he  thought  it  might  be  the  Father’s  Pleafure — fpeaks 
but  few  Words — thole  very  fmall — for  he  was  loth  to  offend  the 
Father.  Thofe  proud  and  wicked  Servants  finding  they  had  pre¬ 
vailed,  laughed  to  fee  the  Boy  fweat  and  flagger  under  his  in¬ 
creafed  Load.  By  and  by,  they  apply  to  the  Father  to  double 
the  Boy’s  Pack,  becaufe  they  heard  him  complain — and  without 
any  Reafon  laid  they-i— he  is  a  crofs  Child — correA  him  if  he  com¬ 
plains  any  more.— The  Boy  intreats  the  Father — addreffes  the 

great 
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great  Servants  in  a  decent  Manner,  that  the  Pack  mHht  be  light- 

ne J  at  cou.d  not  go  any  farther— humbly  alks,  if  the  old  Fa- 
rV-M  in,a">'  of  their  Records,  had  defcribed  fuch  a  Pack  for  the 
•  *7  ' ,  er  a.n  Tears  and  Intreaties  of  the  Child,  the  Pack 

^redoubled  -the  Child  hands  a  little,  while  flaggering  under  the 
Weight— ready  to  fall  every  Moment— However,  he  entreats  the 

dtk  i  once  moie,  though  fo  faint  he  could  only  lifp  out  his  laft 
humble  Supplication— waits  a  while— no  Voice  returns —The 
p.dd  concludes  the  Father  could  not  hear-thofe  proud  Servants 
i.ad  intercepted  his  Supplications,  or  Hopped  the  Ears  of  the  Fa- 

'“7™  therefore  Sive.s  one  Struggle  and  throws  off  the  Pack, 
and  fays  he  cannot  taice  it  up  again— fuch  a  weight  would  crulh 
him  down  and  kill  him— and  he  can  but  die  if  he  fefufes. 

Upon  this,  thofe  Servants  are  very  wroth— and  tell  the  Father 

many  falfe  Stories  refpefting  the  Child— they  bring  a  great  Cudgel 

to  the  Father,  a&ing  him  to  take  it  in  his  Hand  and  itrike  the 
Child. 

This  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  prefent  condition  of  the  King’s 
American  subjects  or  Children. 

Amidft  thele  Oppreffions  we  now  and  then  hear  a  mollifying 
and  reviving  Voice  from  feme  of  the  King’s  wife  Councilors,  who 
are  our  Friends  and  feel  for  our  diftreffes,  when  they  heard  our 
Complaints  and  our  Cries,  they  applied  to  the  King,  alfo  told 
tnoie  wicked  Servants,  that  this  child  in  America  was" not  a  crofs 
Boy,  it.  had  fufficient  reafon  for  crying,  and  if  the  caufe  of  its 
Complaint  was  neglected,  it  would  foon  allume  the  Voice  of  a 
Man,  plead  for  Juuice  like  a  Man,  and  defend  its  rights  and  fun- 
port  the  old  Covenant  Chain  of  the  Fathers. 

Brothers,  Itjjen ! 

Notwithftanding  all  our  Intreaties  we  have  but  little  hope  the 
King  will  fend  us  any  more  good  Talks,  by  reafon  of  his  evil 
Councilors ;  they  have  perfuaded  him  to  fend  an  Army  of  Soldi¬ 
ers  and  many  Ships  of  War,  to  rob  and  deftroy  us.  They  have 
Ihut  up  many  of  our  Harbours,  feized  and  taken  into  poffeffion 
many  of  our  Veffis:  The  Soldiers  have  (truck  the  Blow,  killed 
fome  of  our  People,  the  blood  now  runs  of  the  American  Children  : 

They  have  alfo  burned  our  Houfes  and  Towns,  and  taken  much 
of  our  Goods. 

Brothers  !  we  are  now  neceffitated  to  rife,  and  forced  to  fight, 
or  give  up  our  civil  Conftitution,  run  away  and  leave  our  Farms 
and  Houfes  behind  us.  This  mult  not  he.  Since  the  Kind’s 
wicked  Couucellors  will  not  open  their  Ears,  and  confider  our  juft 
Complaints,  and  the  Caufe  of  our  Weeping,  and  hath  given  the 
Blow,  we  are  determined  to  drive  away  the  King’s  Soldiers,  and  to 
kill  and  deftroy  all  thofe  wicked  Men  we  find  in  Arms  againft  the 
Peace  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  upon  this  Ifland.  We  think 
pur  caufe  is  juft  *  therefore  hope  God  will  be  on  our  Side.  We  do 

not 


J  U  L  T,  1775.  167 

not  take  up  the  Hatchet  and  ftruggle  for  Honour  and  Conqueft* 
but  to  maintain  our  civil  Conftitution  and  religious  Privileges,  the 
very  fame  for  which  our  forefathers  left  their  native  Land  and 
came  to  this  Country. 

Brothers  and  Friends! 

We  defire  you  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have  now  told  you, 
and  that  you  will  open  a  good  Ear  and  liflen  to  what  we  are  now 
going  to  fay.  This  is  a  family  Quarrel  between  us  and  Old  Eng¬ 
land,  You  Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  don  t  with  you 
to  take  up  the  Hatchet  againft  the  King's  Troops.  We  defire  you 
to  remain  at  home,  and  not  join  on  either  Side,  but  keep  the  Hat¬ 
chet  buried  deep.  In  the  Name  and  behalf  of  all  our  People  we  a  Ik 
and  defire  you  to  love  Peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and  fym- 
pathize  with  us  in  our  Troubles  ;  tnut  the  Path  may  be  kept  open 
with  all  our  People  andyours,topafs  and  repafs, without  Moleftation. 

Brothers  1  we  live  upon  the  fame  ground  with  you.  The  fame 
Ifiand  is  our  common  Birth-place.  We  defire  to  fit  down  under 
the  fame  Tree  of  Peace  with  you  :  Let  us  water  its  roots  and  chc- 
rilh  its  growth,  till  the  large  Leaves  and  flourifliing  Branches 
{hall  extend  to  the  fetting  Sun,  and  reach  the  Skies. 

Brothers ,  obferve  well  ! 

What  is  it  we  have  afked  of  you  ? — Nothing  but  Peace,  not¬ 
withstanding  our  prefent  diflurbed  Situation— and  if  application 
fhould  be  made  to  you  by  any  of  the  King’s  unwife  and  wicked 
Min  liters  to  join  on  their  Side— We  only  advife  you  to  deliberate 
with  great  Caution,  and  in  your  Wifdom  look  forward  to  the  Con- 
fequences  of  a  compliance.  For  if  the  King’s  Troops  take  away 
our  Property,  and  deftroy  us  who  are  of  the  fame  Blood  with 
themfelves* — What  can  you,  who  are  Indians ,  expect  from  them 
afterwards  ? 

Therefore  we  fay,  Brothers,  take  care — hold  fail  to  your  Co¬ 
venant  Chain.— You  now  know  our  Difpofition  towards  you,  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians ,  and  your  Allies. — Let  this  our  good  Talk 
remain  at  Onondaga ,  your  central  Council  Houfe.  We  depend 
upon  you  to  fend  and  acquaint  your  Allies  to  the  northward,  the 
feven  Tribes  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence ,  that  you  have  this  Talk 
of  ours  at  the  great  Council  Fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  And  when 
they  return,  we  invite  your  great  Men  to  come  and  converfe  far¬ 
ther  with  us  at  Albany,  where  we  intend  to  rekindle  the  Council 
Fire,  which  your  and  our  Anceitors  fat  round  in  great  Friend  - 

Brothers  and  Friends  ! 

We  greet  you  all, 

Farewell. 

(The  large  Belt  of  Intelligence  and  Declaration .) 

Brothers  ! 

We  have  fa  id  we  with  you  Indians  may  continue  in  Peace  with 
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one  another,  and  with  us  the  White  People.  Let  us  both  be  can- 
tious  m  our  Behaviour  towards  each  other  at  this  critical  date  of 
r  airs.  This  Ifland  now  trembles,  the  Wind  whidles  from  al¬ 
most  every  Quarter — let  us  fortify  oiir  Minds  and  fliut  our  Ears 
againlt  falfe  Rumours — let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for 
1  ruth,  unlefs  fpoken  by  wife  and  good  Men.  If  any  Thino-  dis¬ 
agreeable  fhould  ever  fall  out  between  us,  the  Twelve  United  Colo- 
mes,  and  you  the  Six  Nations  to  wound  our  Peace,  let  us  im- 
meLately  feek  Meafures  for  healing  the  Breach.  From  the  pre- 
ent  Situation  of  our  Affairs,  we  judge  it  wife  and  expedient  to 

V  £^.a  ma  ,^ullcl  ^ire  at  Albany,  where  we  may  hear  each 
others  Voice*  and  difclofe  our  Minds  more  fully  to  each  other. 

(  A  fmall  Belt.) 


Ordered,  That  a  fimilar  Talk  be  prepared  for  the  other  Indi¬ 
an  ations,  preferving  the  Tenor  of  the  above,  and  altering  it  fo 
as  to  iuit  the  Indians  in  the  feveral  Departments. 

r  Tfe/Con?ief?  t*len  Proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Commidioners 
or  Indian  Affairs,  and  after  fome  debate,  agreed  that  the  nomi- 
nahon  of  Commidioners  for  the  Southern  Department  be  poftpon- 
ed  till  Tuefday  next. 

franklin, .  Mr.  Henry ,  and  Mr.  Wilfon  were  unanimouflv 
elected  for  the  Middle  Department. 

1  he  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  ele£t  the  Commidioners  for  the 
Oitnein  Department,  and  the  following  Gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz.  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler ,  Major  Jofeph  Hawley,  Mr. 
Turbot  Francis ,  Mr.  Oliver  Woolcot ,  and  Mr.  Volkert  P.  Douw. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Friday,  July  14,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

^  The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia,  and  after  debate,  the  fame  was  referred 
for  farther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


Saturday,  July  15,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  Motion  made ,  The  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion  : 

Whereas  the  Government  of  Great-Britain  hath  prohibited  the 
Exportation  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  to  any  of  the  Plantations, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevent  other  Nations  from  fupplying  us  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  better  furnifhing  thefe  Colonies  with 
the  neccdary  Means  of  defending  their  Rights,  every  Vedel  im¬ 
porting  Gun-Powder,  Salt-Petre,  Sulphur,  provided  they  bring 
with  the  Sulphur  four  times  as  much  Salt-petre,  Brafs  Field- 

Pieces 
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Pieces,  or  c  ood  Mufkets  fitted  with  Bayonets,  within  nine  Months 
from  the  date  of  this  Refolution,  (hall  be  permitted  to  load  and 
export  the  Produce  of  thefe  Colonies,  to  the  Value  of  fuch  Pow¬ 
der  and  Stores  aforefaid,  the  non-exportation  Agreement  not  with - 
Handing;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  feveral 
Provinces  to  infpeft  the  Military  Stores  fo  imported,  and  to  eiti- 
mate  a  generous  Price  for  the  fame,  according  to  their  goodnefs, 
and  permit  the  Importer  of  fuch  Powder  and  other  Military  Stores 
aforefaid,  to  export  the  Value  thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  ot 

Sundry  intercepted  Letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 

TCH(i 

The  Talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  was  then  taken  up,  and  the 

fame  being  debated,  was  agreed  to. 

On  Motion ,  Rrsolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Tburfday 
next,  attend  Divine  Service  in  a  Bod)r,  both  morning  and  after¬ 
noon.  . 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Dichnfon  wait  on  Mr. 

Duche  and  Dr.  Allijon,  and  requeft  Mr.  Duche  to  preach  before 
the  Congrefs  on  Tburfday  next,  in  the  Morning,  and  Dr.  Atofin 
in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 

Monday,  July  17,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  being  laid  before  Congreis, 
was  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  a  Commifiary  of  Stores  and  Provifions  be 
appointed  for  the  New-York  Department  during  the  prefent 
Campaign. 

Walter  Idivingjlon,  Efq.  chofen  to  that  Office. 

Resolved,  That  a  Deputy  Qiiarter-Mafter-Geneial  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  faid  Department. 

Donald  Campbell ,  Efq.  elected  to  that  Office. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Z).  Campbell  have  the  rank  of  Colonel  in 

the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  a  Deputy  Mufter-Mafter  be  appointed  for 
the  faid  Department. 

Gunning  Bedford ,  Efq.  elected  to  that  Office. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  of  JVenv-York  be  defired  to 
recommend  to  General  Schuyler  a  proper  Perfon  for  a  Deputy  Ad¬ 
jutant  General  or  Brigade  Major  for  the  Army  in  the  A^ou-2  ork 
Department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

#  « 

Tuesday,  July  18,  1775- 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  Congrefs  again  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  for  putting  the  Militia  into  a  proper  State  for 
e  etence  of  America,  and  the  fame  being  debated  bv  Para- 
giaphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants  of  all 

rt  m  cfd  DV  Colonie“  ln  North- America,  that  all  able  bo¬ 
died  effective  Men,  between  fatten  and  fifty  Years  of  Age  in  each 

Co  ony,  immediately  form  themfelves  into  regular  Companies  of 
Militia,  to  confift  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Enlign, 
ionr  Serjeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer,  one 
X-  iter,  and  about  iixty-eight  Privates. 

_  1  hat  the  Officers  of  each  Company  be  chofen  by  the  refpec- 
tive  Companies.  r 

I  hat  each  Soldier  be  furnilhed  with  a  good  Mufket,  that  will 
cauy  an  ounce  Ball,  with  a  Bayonet,  fteel  Ramrod,  Worm 
priming  Wire  and  Brufn  fitted  thereto,  a  cutting  Sword  or 
tomahawk,  a  Cartridge-Box,  that  will  contain  twenty-three 
Ivouncs  of  Cartridges,  twelve  Flints  and  a  Knapfack. 

That  the  Companies  be  formed  into  Regiments  or  Battalions 
officered  with  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Majors,  an 
Adjutant,  or  Quarter-Mafter. 

ihat  all  Officers.  above  the  Pvank  of  a  Captain  be  appointed  by 
the  refpeftive  Provincial  Affemblies  or  Conventions,  or  in  their 
kecefs  by  the  Committees  of  Safety  appointed  by  faid  AlTembJies 

That  all  Officers  be  commiffioned  by  the  Provincial  Affemblies 
or  Conventions,  or  in  their  llecefs  by  the  Committees  of  Safety 
appointed  by  faid  Affemblies  or  Conventions.  3' 

That  ail  the  Militia  take  proper  Care  to  acquire  Military  Skill 
and  be  well  prepared  for  Defence  by  being  each  Man  provided 

with  one  Pound  of  good  Gunpowder,  and  four  Pounds  of  Ball  fit- 
ted  to  his  Gun. 

one  iouilIi  i  art  of  the  Militia  in  every  Colony  be  fele61ed 
for  Minute  Men,  of  fach  Perfons  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this 
neceffary  Service,  formed  into  Companies  and  Battalions,  and 
their  Officers  chofen  and  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  to  be  ready 
on  the  ihorteft  Notice  to  march  to  any  Place  where  their  Afiif- 
tance  may  be  required  for  the  Defence  of  their  own  or  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  Colony;  and  as  thefe  Minute  Men  may  eventually  be 
called  to  Action  before  the  whole  Body  of  the  Militia  are  fuffi- 
cienily  trained,  it  is  recommended  that  a  more  particular  and  dili¬ 
gent  Attention  be  paid  to  their  Inftru&ion  in  Military  Difcipline. 

That  fuch  of  the  Minute  Men,  as  defire  it,  be  relieved  by  new 
Draughts  as  aforefaid  from  the  whole  Body  of  the  Militia  once  in 
four  Months. 

As  there  are  feme  People,  who  from  religious  Principles  cannot 
Dai  Aims  in  any  cafe,  this  Congrefs  intend  no  Violence  to  their 
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Confidences,  but  earneftly  recommend  it  to  them  to  contribute  li¬ 
berally  in  this  Time  of  univerfal  Calamity,  to  the  Relief  of  their 
d-iftrefied  Brethren  in  the  feveral  Colonies,  and  to  do  all  other 
Services  to  their  opprelfed  Country,  which  they  can  confiftently 
with  their  religious  Principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Affemblies  or  Conventions  in 
the  refpe&ive  Colonies  to  provide,  as  foon  as  poffible,  fufScient 
Stores  of  Ammunition  for  their  Colonies  ;  alfo  that  they  dewie 
proper  Means  for  furiiiffiing  with  Arms  fuch  effective  Men  as  aie 
poor  and  unable  to  furnifh  themfelves. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  Colony  to  appoint  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Safety,  to  fuperintend  and  diredt  all  Matters  neceffary  for 
the  Security  and  Defence  of  their  refpedlive  Colonies,  in  the  Re- 
cefs  of  their  Affemblies  and  Conventions. 

That  each  Colony,  at  their  own  Expence,  make  fuch  Provifion 
by  armed  Veffels  or  otherwife,  as  their  refpedtive  Affemblies, 
Conventions,  or  Committees  of  Safety  fhall  judge  expedient  anjd 
fuitahle  to  their  Circumftances  and  Situations  for  the  Protection  of 
their  Harbours  and  Navigation  on  their  Sea  Coaffs,  againft  all 
unlawful  Invafions,  Attacks,  and  Depredations,  from  Cutteis 
and  t>hips  of  War. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Makers  of  Arms  for  the  Ufe  ol 
the  Militia,  that  they  make  good  fubflantial  Mufkets,  with  Bar¬ 
rels  three  Feet  and  a  half  in  Length,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  Ball, 
and  fitted  with  a  good  Bayonet  and  fleel  Ram- Rod,  and  that  the 
making  fuch  Arms  be  encouraged  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  Colony  a  Militia  is  already  formed  under  Regu¬ 
lations  approved  of  by  the  Convention  of  fuch  Colony,  or  by  fucli 
Affemblies  as  are  annually  eleCfive,  we  refer  to  the  Difcretion  of 
fuch  Convention  or  Aflembly,  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  Re¬ 
gulations  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as 
they,  on  Confideration  of  all  Circumftances,  ftiall  think  beft. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock* 

Wednesday,  July  19,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  Letter  from  the  Ge? 
neral,  with  fundry  Papers  enclofed,  which  were  read  and  confide- 
red,  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiljon  apply  to  the  Committee  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia ,  and  requeft  them  to  make  diligent 
enquiry  what  quantity  of  Duck,  Rujia  fheeting.  Tow-cloth,  Oz- 
naburgs  and  Ticklenburgs  can  be  procured  in  this  City,  and  make 
return  as  foon  as  poflible  to  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Jofeph  Trumbull  be  Commiffary  General  of 
Stores  and  Provifions  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved, 
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Resolved,  That  the  Appointment  of  a  Quarter-Matter- 
General,  a  Commiff'ary  of  Mutters,  and  a  Commiffary  of  Artillery, 
be  left  to  General  Wajhington. 

That  General  Thomas  be  appointed  firft  Brigadier-General,  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  Room  of  General  Pome¬ 
roy,  who  never  afted  under  the  Commiffion  fent  to  him,  and  that 

General  Thomas's  Commiffion  bear  the  fame  Date  that  General 
Pomeroy's  did. 

That  it  be  left  to  General  Wajhington,  if  he  thinks  fit,  to  ap- 

P"  ree  1  ^ade- Majors,  and  commiffion  them  accordingly. 

rn  iVn  Pomm':ttee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  Method 
of  eftablittung  an  Hofpital. 

The  Committee  chofen  are,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Middleton . 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colonies  of  A Tew-H ampfbire, 
Majfach itjets - B ay ,  Rhode- IJland,  and  Connecticut,  to  compleat  the 
deficiencies  in  the  Regiments  belonging  to  their  refpebhve  Colo¬ 
nies,  retained  by  the  the  General  in  the  Continental  Army  before 
Bojion . 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colony  of  Rhode- IJl and,  to  com¬ 
pleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  Csmp  before  Bojion ,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fi'ble,  the  three  hundred  and  fixty  rpen,  lately  voted  by  their  Ge¬ 
neral  Affembly. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  com¬ 
pleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  Camp  before  Bojion,  as  foon  as  pof- 
lible,  the  fourteen  hundred  Men  lately  voted  by  their  General  Af- 
femb’y. 

On  Motion  7nade,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  bring  in  an  eftimate  of  the  Expences,  incurred  by  the  Votes  and 
Refol  ves  of  this  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Johnfon ,  and  Mr.  CuJJnng  chofen. 

Agreed,  That  the  Congrefs  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow, 
and  from  this  Place  go  in  a  Body  to  attend  Divine  Service. 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  Nomination  of  three  of  the  Commiffion- 
ers  for  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  Southern  Department  be  left  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  appointed  by  the  Colony  of  South-Carolhia . 

That  Mr.  John  Walker ,  of  Virginia,  be  appointed  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Southern  Department. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock. 

Thursday,  July  20,  1775,  Half  after  nine,  A .  M. 

An  Exprefs  arriving  with  Difpatches  from  General  Schuyler* 
the  fame  were  read. 

A  Letter  was  alfo  received  from  the  Convention  of  Georgia , 
and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  that  Colony  had  acceded  to  the 
General  Affociation,  and  appointed  Delegates  to  attend  this  Coi> 
grefs, 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  till  one  o  clock,  F .  Af. 
j>  ftf'  Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Difpatches  from  General  Schuyler  being  taken  into  Confi* 

dC Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  difpofeof 
and  employ  all  the  Troops  in  the  Nenu-Tork  Department,  in  uc  v 
Manner  as  he  may  think  bed  for  the  Protean  and  Defence  of 
thefe  Colonies,  the  Tribes  of  Indians  in  Friendihip  and  Amity 
with  us,  and  moll  effeftually  to  promote  the  general  Intereit,  lu 
purfuin?-,  if  in  his  Power,  the  former  Orders  from  this  Congreis, 
and  i'u bj eel  to  the  future  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  21,  1775* 

Met  according  to  Adjournment.  ,  .  . 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Addrefsto  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Jamaica ,  having  brought  in  a  Draught,  the  fame  was 

read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table.  , 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  the  I  eopie 
of  Ireland ,  brought  in  a  Draught. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table.  ..  , 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Bade ,  Mr.  Stephen  Pafchall,  and. 
Mr.  M.  Hillegas ,  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  Prefs,  and  to 
have  the  Overfight  and  Care  of  printing  the  Bills  of  Credit  ordered 
to  be  ft  ruck  by  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Willie  Jones,  of  North-Carclina ,  be  the 
fifth  Commifiioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Southern  Department. 

Agreeable  to  Order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  State  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  they  had  come  to  certain 
Refolutions,  which  he  read,  and  then  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devife  Ways  and  Means  to  protect 
the  Trade  of  thefe  Colonies,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  Confideration  to¬ 
morrow  morning.  # 

The  Congrefs  then  entered  upon  the  Confideration  of  the  Re¬ 
port  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome  Debate, 
Resolved,  That  fuch  a  Body  of  Troops  be  kept  up  in  the 
JVIa [fachufetts -Bay  as  General  Wajbington  fhall  think  neceffary, 
provided  they  do  not  exceed  twenty-two  thoufand  Men. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 
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Saturday,  July  22,  1775. 
i<Iet  according  to  adjournment. 

cnnf,£ee?b!e  l°  the  order  °f  Yefterday,  the  Congrefs  took  into 
,  la,  1011  tle  rt-'Port  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  devife 
fome  Tt  “eaT  t0r  P?tea  Trade  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  after 
ture  DayJ  ^  ^  ^  conflderaUon  of  11  was  poftponed  to  a  fu- 

On  Motion,  Resolted  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  confidera- 

Th'*d\  reP°n  °n  tH?  Re[°!ution  of  ‘he  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Feb.  20,  1775,  commonly  called  Lord  North' s  Motion. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 


Monday  being  fpent  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 

Tuesday,  July  25,  1775. 

Met  according1  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  for  that  Purpofe  appointed,  brought  in  their 
leport  or  eflablifhing  an  Plofpital,  which  was  read. 

Tvn  .Committee  appointed  to  confider  the  ways  and  means  of 
euablifhing  a  Port,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  their  Opinion 
of  the  Resolution  of  the  Koufe  of  Commons,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  for  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  Members. 

-The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  Addrefs  to 
the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica ,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  Para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  S3  follows: 

Mr,  Speaker ,  and  Gentlemen  cf  the  Jfjemhly  of  Jamaica. 

We  would  think  ourfelves  deficient  in  our  Duty,  if  we  fuffere^ 
this  Congrefs  to  pafs  Qvcf  without  exprefiing  our  efteem  for  the  Af“ 
fembly  of  Jamaica . 

Whoever  attends  to  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  been  entrufl- 
ed  with  the  adjniniftration  of  Britijh  Affairs,  during  thefe  Jail 
twelve  Years,  will  difeoyer  in  it  a  deliberate  Plan  to  deftroy,  in  e- 
very  part  of  the  Empire,  the  free  Conftitution  for  which  Britain 
has  been  fo  long  and  fo  juflly  famed.  With  a  Dexterity,  artful 
and  wicked,  they  have  varied  the  Modes  of  Attack  according  to 
the  different  Characters  andCircumftances  of  thofe  whom  they  meant 
to  reduce.  In  the  Eaji-lndies ,  where  the  effeminacy  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  promifed  an  eafy  Conqueft,  they  thought  it  unnecefiary  to 
veil  their  tyrannic  Principles  under  the  thinned:  Difguife.  With¬ 
out  deigning  even  to  pretend  a  juftification  of  their  ConduCt,  they 
facrificed  the  Lives  of  Millions  to  the  gratification  of  their  infati- 
able  Avarice  and  luff  of  Power.  In  Britain ,  where  the  Maxims 
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Df  Freedom  were  Hill  known,  but  where  Luxury  and  Difiipation 
had  diminifhed  the  wanted  reverence  for  them,  the  Attack  has  been 
carried  on  in  a  more  fecret  and  indireft  Manner  :  Corruption  has 
been  employed  to  undermine  them.  The  Americans  are  not  ener¬ 
vated  by  Effeminacy,  like  the  Inhabitants  of  India  ;  nor  debauch¬ 
ed  by  Luxury,  like  thofe  of  Great- Britain  :  It  was  therefore 
judged  improper  to  affail  them  by  Bribery,  or  by  undifguifed 
Force.  Plaufible  Syftems  were  formed;  fpecious  Pretences  were 
made  :  All  the  Arts  of  Sophiftry  were  tried  to  (hew  that  the  Bri- 
tijl?  Miniltry  had  by  Law  a  right  to  Enflave  us.  The  firft  and  bell 
Maxims  of  the  Conftitution,  venerable  to  Britons  and  to  Americans , 
were  perverted  and  prophaned.  The  Power  of  Parliament,  deriv¬ 
ed  from  the  People  to  bind  the  People,  was  extended  over  thofe 
from  whom  it  was  never  derived.  It  is  afferted  that  a  Handings 
Army  may  be  conflitutionally  kept  among  us,  without  our  con- 
fent.  Thofe  Principles,  difhonourable  to  thofe  who  adopted  them, 
and  deftru&ive  to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  applied,  were  never- 
thelefs  earned  into  Execution  by  the  b  oes  of  Liberty  and  of  Man¬ 
kind.  Ads  of  Parliament,  ruinous  to  America ,  and  unferviceable 
to  Britain ,  were  made  to  bind  us ;  Armies,  maintained  by  the 
Parliament,  were  fent  over  to  fecure  their  Operation.  The  Power, 
however,  and  the  Cunning  of  our  Adverfaries,  were  alike  unfuc- 
cefsful.  We  refufed  to  their  Parliaments  an  Obedience,  which  our 
Judgments  difapproved  of :  We  refufed  to  their  Armies  a  Submif- 
jion,  which  Spirits,  unnaccuflomed  to  Slavery,  could  not  Brook. 

But  while  we  fpurned  a  difgraceful  Subje&ion,  we  were  far  from 
running  into  rafh  or  feditious  Meafures  of  Oppofition.  Filled  with 
fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  of  afiedfion  and  refpeft 
for  our  Fellow-  SubjeCts  in  Britain;  we  petitioned,  we  fuppiicat- 
ed,  we  expoftulated  : — Our  Prayers  were  reje&ed; — our  Remon- 
ft ranees  were  difregarded  ; — our  Grievances  were'  accumulated. 
All  this  did  not  provoke  us  to  Violence. 

An  Appeal  to  the  Juftice  and  Humanity  of  thofe  who  had  injur¬ 
ed  us,  and  were  bound  to  redrefs  our  Injuries,  was  ineffectual ;  wc 
next  refolved  to  make  an  Appeal  to  their  Intereft,  though  by  do¬ 
ing  fo  we  knew  we  muft  facriftce  our  own,  and  (which  gave  11s  e- 
qual  uneafmefs)  that  of  our  Friends  who  had  never  offended  us, 
and  who  were  connected  with  us  by  a  fympathy  of  feelings,  under 
Oppreffions  fimilar  to  our  owm.  We  refolved  to  give  up  our  Com¬ 
merce  that  we  might  preferve  our  Liberty.  We  flattered  ourfelves, 
that,  when  by  withdrawing  our  commercial  Intercourfe  with  Bri¬ 
tain,  which  wTe  had  an  undoubted  Right  either  to  withdraw  or 
continue,  her  Trade  fliould  be  diminifhed,  her  Revenues  impaired, 
and  her  Manufacturers  unemployed,  our  minifterial  Foes  would  be 
induced  by  Intereft,  or  compelled  by  Necefilty,  to  depart  from, 
the  Plan  of  Tyranny  which  they  had  fo  long  purfued,  and  to  fub- 
flitute  iu  its  Place,  a  Syftem  more  compatible  with  the  freedom  of 
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jl.tierica,  andjufticeof  Britain.  That  this  Scheme  of  non-fni- 

poi  ation  ana  non-exportation  might  be  produftive  of  the  defirecf 

ects,  we  were  obliged  to  include  the  Iflands  in  it.  From  thi* 

f,  eceffity,  and  from  this  Neceffity  alone,  has  our  Conduct  towards 

them  proceeded.  By  converting  your  Sugar  Plantations  into  fields 

“  nl'|rai”’  you  can  fupply  yourfelves  with  the  necefTaries  of  Life  : 

While  the  prefent  unhappy  Struggle  fhall  continue,  we  cannot  do 
more. 

But  why  fiiould  we  make  any  Apology  to  the  Patriotic  Affem- 

r°r  i 7rCV  Wh°  knowfo  wel1  the  value  of  Liberty;  who  are 
L]  CIfiJ  r  °  ^lle  extreme  Danger  to  which  ours  is  expofed  ;  and 

?  V-  *Ie  certainly  the  deftruCtion  of  ours  muft  be  followed 
by  the  deitrudion  of  their  own  ? 

_  We  receive  uncommon  Pleafure  from  obferving  the  Principles 
5T01*1  ^k^e0US  Oppofition  diftinguifhed  by  your  Approbation: 
VVe  feel  the  warmeft  Gratitude  for  your  pathetic  Mediation  in  our 
e  a  *  W]fh  the  Crown.  It  was  indeed  unavailing — but  are  you 
*°.  rfme  ‘  Mournful  Experience  tells  us,  that  Petitions  are  often 
rejected,  while  the  Sentiments  and  ConduCI  of  the  Petitioners  en¬ 
title  what  they  offer  to  a  happier  Fate. 

That  our  Petitions  have  been  treated  with  Difdain  is  now  be¬ 
come  the  fmailelt  Part  or  our  Complaint :  Minifterial  Infolence  is 
loft  in  minifterial  Barbarity.  It  has,  by  an  exertion  peculiarly 
ingenious,  piocuied  thofe  very  Meafures,  which  it  laid  us  under 
the  hard  Neceffity  of  purfuing,  to  be  ftigmatized  in  Parliament  as 
i  ebellious  :  It  has  employed  additional  Meets  and  Armies  for  the 
infamous  Purpofe  of  compelling  us  to  abandon  them  :  It  has 
plunged  us  in  all  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  civil  War  :  It  has 
caufed  the  Treafure  and  Blood  of  Britons  (formerly  fhed  and  ex¬ 
pended  for  far  other  Ends)  to  be  fpilt  and  wafted  in  the  execrable 
Defign  of  fpreading  flavery  over  Britifh  America:  It  will  not, 
however,  accomplifh  its  Aim :  In  the  worft  of  Contingencies,  a 
Choice  will  ftill  be  left,  which  it  never  can  prevent  us  from  mak¬ 
ing. 

The  peculiar  Situation  of  your  Ifiand  forbids  your  Affiftance. 
But  we  have  your  good  wifhes. — From  the  good  wifties  of  the 
Friends  of  Liberty  and  Mankind*  we  ftiall  always  derive  Confo- 
lation. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  Copy  be  made  out,  to  be  figned  by  the 
Prefident,  and  tranfmitted  by  the  firft  Opportunity. 

Tbs  Congrefs  then  refuming  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  whole,  came  tothe  following  Refolutions. 

K  e  solved,  That  a  Body  of  Forces,  not  exceeding  five  thoi:- 
fand,  be  kept  up  in  the  New -York  Department,  for  the  Purpofe 
of  defending  that  part  of  America ,  and  for  fecuring  the  Lakes, 
and  protecting  the  Frontiers  from  Incurlions  or  Invafions. 

That 
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That  a  farther  Sum,  amounting  to  the  Value  of  one  Million  of 
Soanilh  Milled  Dollars  be  ftruck  in  Bills  of  Thirty  Dollars  each. 
/As  the  finning  fo  great  a  Number  of  Bills  as  has  been  direfted 
to  be  ilfuecf  by  this  Congrefs,  will  require  more  time  than  the- 
Members  can  pofiibly  devote  to  that  Bufmefs,  confluent  with  the 

Attention  due  to  the  public  Service,  .  ,  , 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  appointed  and 

fully  anthorifed  to  lignthe  fame,  viz.  Luke  Morns ,  Samuel  Mere¬ 
dith,  Judah  Foulke ,  Samuel  Morris ,  Frederick  Kuhl ,  Robert  St  ret  tie 
Jones ,  Thomas  Coornbe ,  Ellis  Lewis,  John  Meafe ,  Thomas  Law¬ 
rence,  Daniel  Clymer,  John  Maxwell  Nfbit,  Thomas  Barclay,  John 
Bayard ,  William  Craig ,  Thomas  Bartow ,  John  Shee ,  Ifaac  hazle- 
hurjl,  Robert  Roberts ,  Anthony  Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George 
Mifflin,  Robert  Tucknifs,  Andrew  Banner,  William  Jackfon,  Jofeph 

Sims,  James  Milligan,  and  James  Reed . 

That  each  of  the  Continental  Bills  be  numbered  and  figned  by 

two  of  the  above  Gentlemen.  #  .  . 

That  each  Gentleman  who  figns  the  Continental  Bills,  be  al¬ 
lowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Continental  Treafury,  one J?°lhrr  an<! 
one-third  of  a  Dollar  for  each  and  every  thoufand  Bills,  hgned 

and  numbered  by  him.  s  _.n 

That  the  Gentleman  appointed  to  number  and  lign  the  -tnlls, 
do  give  their  receipts  for  the  fame,  expreffing  the  Number  and  De¬ 
nomination  of  them;  and  after  numbering  and  figning  them,  {hall 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  Continental  Preafurers,  taking  then  Re-" 
ceipts  for  the  Bills  fo  delivered. 

On  Motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  with  the  Secretary,  be  a  Committee  to  revife 
the  Journal  of  this  Congrefs,  and  prepare  it  for  the  Prefs. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  July  26,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refumed  the  confederation  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  for  eftabliffiing  a  Poll ;  and  the  fame 

being  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

That  a  Poft-Mafter-General  be  appointed  for  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  who  (hall  hold  his  Office  at  Philadelphia,  and  ffiall  be  allow¬ 
ed  a  Salary  of  one  thoufand  Dollars  per  annum  for  himfelf,  and 
three  hundred  and  forty  Dollars  per  annum  for  a  Secretary  and 
Comptroller,  with  Power  to  appoint  fuch,  and  fo  many  Deputies 
as  to  him  may  feem  proper  and  neceffary. 

That  a  Line  of  Pods  be  appointed  under  the  diredlion  of  the 
Poft-Mafter  General,  from  Falmouth  in  New- England  to  Savan¬ 
nah  in  Georgia ,  with  as  many  crofs  Polls  as  he  ffiall  think  fit. 

That  the  allowance  to  the  Deputies,  in  lieu  of  Sallary  and  all 

contingent  Expences,  ffiall  be  twenty  per  ccntuni  on  the  Sums  they 
4  2.  colled! 
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collea  and  pay  Into  the  General  Poft-Office  annually,  when  the 

Cw'um  forth  V  "°'  ™CCed‘nS  f«*  Dollars /and  Ten  per 

Z.  ,  ,r  a;]  Sums  a'J0ve  Ow  thoufand  Dollars  a  Year. 

p  n  nfflthe  ,aI  DePuties  Account  quarterly  with  the  General 

the  G™"'  with  the  Co„,I: 

nental  Treafurers,  when  he  (hall  pay  mto  the  Receipt  of  the  faid 

Treafurers  the  Profits  of  the  Poft-Office;  and  if  the  neceffarv  Ex- 

pence  of  this  Eftabhfliment  (hould  exceed  the  Produce  of  it  the 

to  fheTfh  M  bermade  §°°d  br  the  United  Colonies,  and ’paid 
M°ft'Ma  ltr  Ge'lena  by  the  Continental  Treafurers. 
the  Poft  IvT 'ft**  M^DE>  resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
Car  l-t  GeneraI  t0  Cffabli,h  3  Week]y  to  South- 

ryTS  Compiler. the  Poft-Mafter-General  to  appoint  a  Secreta- 

The  Congrefs i  then  proceeded  to  the  Ele&ion  of  a  Poft-Mafler 
_  enera  or  one  Year,  and  until  another  is  appointed  by  a  future 
choffrT  S>  W^Gn  Benjamin  Franklin ,  Efq;  was  unanimouily 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

^  Thursday,’  July  27,  177^ 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  Confideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
ittee  on  eftabhftung  an  Hofpital  for  the  Army,  and  the  fame 
foxing  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

.  Thf  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  an  Hofpital  for  an  Army  confift- 
ing  of  twenty  thoufand  Men,  the  following  Officers  and  other 
Attendants  be  appointed,  with  the  following  Allowance  or  Pav 

One  Diredor-General  and  chief  Phyfician,  his  Pay  per  Day 

four  Dollars .  1  v  1  * 

Four  Surgeons,  each  ditto,  oite  and  one  third  of  a  Dollar . 

One  Apothecary,  ditto,  one  and  one  third  of  a  Dollar . 

Twenty  Surgeons  Mates,  each  ditto,  two  thirds  fa  Dollar. 

One  Clerk,  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a  Dollar . 

Two  Store-keepers,  each  four  Dollars  per  Month. 

One  Nurfe  to  every  ten  fick,  one  fifteenth  of  a  Dollar  per  Day 
or  two  Dollars  per  Month. 

Labourers  occafionally. 

The  Duty  of  the  above  Officers. 

The  Director  to  furniffi  Medicines,  Bedding,  and  all  other  Ne~ 
ceiTaries,  to  pay  for  the  fame,  fuperintend  the  whole,  and  make 
Ins  Report  to,  and  receive  Orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Surgeons ,  Apothe-  7  To  vifit  and  attend  the  Sick,  and  the 

„  cary  and  Mates.  3  Mates  to  obey  the  Orders  of  the  Phyfi- 
cians.  Surgeons  and  Apothecary. 
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Matron.  To  fuperintend  the  Nurfes,  Bedding,  &c. 

Nurfis.  To  attend  the  Sick  and  obey  the  Matron’s  Orders. 

Clerk.  To  keep  Accounts  for  the  Director  and  Store -keepers. 

Store-keeper.  To  receive  and  deliver  the  Bedding  and  other 
Neceffaries  by  Order  of  the  Diredtor. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  Eledlion  of  Officers  for 

the^Hofpital,  when  _ 

'benjamin  Church  was  unanimoufly  eledfed,  to  be  Director  of, 
and  Phyiician  in  the  Hofpital. 

Resolved,  That  the  Appointment  of  the  four  Surgeons  and 
the  A  •  >o*-hecary  be  left  to  Bodtor  B.  Church. 

That  the  Mates  be  appointed  by  the  Surgeons. 

*  Thac  ttie  Number  of  Mates  do  not  exceed  twenty. 

That  the  Number  be  not  kept  in  conftant  Pay,  unlefs  the  Sick 
and  Wounded  fhould  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  Attendance 
of  twenty,  and  to  be  diminifhed  as  Circumftances  will  admit,  for 
which  Purpofe  the  Pay  is  iixed  by  the  Day,  that  they  may  only 
receive  Pay  for  adtual  Service. 

That  one  Clerk,  two  Store-keepers,  and  one  Nurfe  to  every 
ten  Sick  be  appointed  by  the  Diredtor. 

On  Mo  x  ion  made,  Re  solved,  Thctt  the  Pay-mafter  give 
Bond,  with  two  Sureties,  in  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars , 
for  the  faithful  Performance  of  his  Office. 

That  the  Bond  be  made  payable  to  the  fame  Perfons,  to  whom 
the  Bonds  of  the  Continental  Treafurers  are  payable. 

James  Warren,  Efq;  was  then  unanimoufly  eledtedPay-Mafter 

Generah 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay-mafter  in  the  New-York  Department 
give  Bond  to  the  fame  Perfons  as  above  diredted,  with  two  Sure¬ 
ties,  in  the  Sum  of  Twenty-jive  Thoufand  Dollars ,  for  the  faithful 
Performance  of  his  Office,. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Friday,  July  ?8.  1775? 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  prepare  the 
Form  of  Bonds  for  the  Continental  Treafurers  to  execute. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  a  Paymafter  for 
the  Forces  in  the  New  York  Department,  when  Jonathan  Trum¬ 
bull,  jun.  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  eledted  to  that  Office. 

The  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Ireland  being  again  read  by  Pa* 
ragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

re 
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T°  the  People  ^Ireland.  From  the  Delegates  appointed hy  the  Unit - 
ea  Colonies  of  New-Hampjhire ,  Maffachufetts-Bay ,  tf/W*- 
Jfn  ryan  Providence  Plantations ,  Connecticut ,  New-Tork , 

JVf™  a  a  y*  ^ennfy^vantai  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware , 
aii  l  irginia ,  North-Car olina ,  South-Carolina%  in 

General  Cong  refs  at  Philadelphia ,  the  loth  of  May,  1775. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Subjects  ! 

As  the  important  Conteft,  into  which  we  have  been  driven,  is 

t0  every  European  State,  and  particularly 
tf  hr  Meraberf  of  the  Empire,  we  think  it  our  Duty 

'  '  3  fr  S  ^°U  °n  Subjedl.  We  are  defirous,  as  is  natural  to 
nnQcenceJ  of  poffeffing  the  good  Opinion  of  the  Virtuous 
fn  Q  uman^*  We  are  peculiarly  defirous  of  furnifhing you  with  a 

’  T  ^ °  pU1  ^-0^ves  and  Objects  ;  the  better  to  enable  you  to 
ju  geot  our  Condudl  with  Accuracy,  and  determine  the  Merits  of 
the  Controverfy  with  Impartiality  and  Precifion. 

.  owever  incredible  it  may  appear,  that,  at  this  enlightned 

£  enj°  lj  ^,eac^ers  °f  a  Nation,  which  in  every  Age  has  facri- 
hced  Hecatombs  of  her  braveft  Patriots  on  the  Altar  of  Liberty,, 
ou  prefume  gravely  to  affert,  and,  by  Force  of  Arms,  attempt 
o  e  ablifh  an.  arbitrary  Sway  over  the  Lives,  Liberties,  and 
roPei^y  their  Fellow  Subjects  in  America  ;  ‘it  is  nevertdielefs  a 
molt  deplorable  and  indifputable  Truth. 

Thefe  Colonies  have,  from  the  Time  of  their  firft  Settlement, 
_or  near  two  Centuries,  peaceably  enjoyed  thofe  very  Rights,  of 
w  ich  the  Miniftry  have,  for  ten  Years  paft,  endeavoured,  by 
Fraud  and  by  Violence  to  deprive  them.  At  the  Conclufion  of 
the  laft  War  the  Genius  of  England  7m&  the  Spirit  of  Wifdom,  as 
if  offended  at  the  ungrateful  Treatment  of  their  Sons,  withdrew 
from  the  Brififh  Counfels  and  left  that  Nation  a  Prey  to  a  Race  of 
Ministers,  with  whom  ancient  Engtifl?  Honefly  and  Benevolence 
difdained  to  dwell.  From  that  Period,  Jealoufy,  Difcontent, 
Oppreflion  and  Difcord  have  raged  among  all  his  Majefty’s  Sub¬ 
jects  ;  and  filled  every  Part  of  his  Dominions  with  Diflrefs  and 
Complaint. 

Not  content  with  our  purchafiug  of  Britain  at  her  own  Price, 
cloathing  and  a  thoufand  other  Articles  ufed  by  near  three  Mil¬ 
lions  of  People  on  this  vaft  Continent;  not  fatisfied  with  the  a- 
mazing  Profits  arifing  from  the  Monopoly  of  our  Trade,  without 
giving  us  either  Time  to  breathe  after  a  long  though  glqrious 
War,  or  the  leafl  Credit  for  the  Blood  and  Treafure  we  have  ex¬ 
pended  in  it ; — Notwithflanding  the  Zeal  we  had  manifefled  for 
the  Service  of  our  Sovereign,  and  the  warmeft  Attachment  to  the 
Conflitution  of  Britain  and  the  People  of  England ,  a  black  and 
horrid  Defign  was  formed,  to  convert  us  from  Freemen  into 
Slaves,  from  Subjedls  into  Vaffals,  and  from  Friends  into  Ene¬ 
mies.  Taxes, 
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„  for  the  firft  Time  fince  we  landed  on  the  American 
Shores,  were,  without  our  Confent,  impofed  upon  us  ;  an  uncon  - 
ftitutional  Edia  to  compel  us  to  iurmlh  Neceflar.es  for  a  tending 
Armv  that  we  wifhed  to  tee  dlfbanded,  was  iflued ;  and  the  Lc- 
liLture  of  Nenv-Tork  fufpended  for  refufing  to  comply  with  it. 
S'ur  antient  and  ineflimable  Right  of  Trial  by  Jury  was  m  man  y 
Inftances,  abolilhed;  and  the  common  Law  of  the  Land  made  to 
;•  e  place  to  Admiralty  Jurifdiaions.  Judges  were  rendered, 
L  the  Tenure  of  their  Commiffions,  entirely  dependent  on  the 
Will  of  a  Minifter.  New  Crimes  were  arbitrarily  created;  and 
new  Courts,  unknown  to  the  Conftitution,  inftituted.  Wicked 
and  infidious  Governors  have  been  fet  over  us  ;  and  dutiful  Peti¬ 
tions  for  the  Removal  of  even  the  notorioufly  infamous  Governor 
Hutcbinfon ,  were  branded  with  the  opprobious  Appellation  of 
fcandalous  and  defamatory.  Hardy  Attempts  have  been  made 
under  Colour  of  Parliamentary  Authority  to Aeize  Americans ,  and 
carry  them  to  Great- Britain^  be  tried  for  Offences  committed  in 
the  Colonies.  Ancient  Charters  have  no  longer  remained  facred 
that  of  the  Majfachufetts- Bay  was  violated ;  and  their  Form  of 
Government  effentially  mutilated  and  transformed.  On  I  retence 
of  punifhing  a  Violation  of  fome  private  Property,  committee  y 
a  few  difguifed  Individuals,  the  populous  and  flounftung  Town 
of  Bofton  was  furrounded  by  Fleets  and  Armies  ;  its  Trade  def- 
troved  •  its  Port  blocked  up  ;  and  thirty  thoufand  Citizens  fub- 
iefted  to  all  the  Miferies  attending  fo  fudden  a  Convuliion  in  their 
commercial  Metropolis  ;  and  to  remove  every  Obftacle  to  the  ri¬ 
gorous  Execution  of  this  Syftem  of  Oppreffion  an  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  paffed  evidently  calculated  to  indemnify  thofe,  who 
might,  in  the  Profecution  of  it,  even  embrue  their  Hands  in  the 
Blood  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Though  preffed  by  fuch  an  Accumulation  of  undeferved  Inju¬ 
ries  America  Hill  remembered  her  Duty  to  her  Sovereign.  A 
Con o- refs,  confifting  of  Deputies  from  Twelve  United  Colonies 
nflembled.  They  in  the  moil  refpeaful  Terms  laid  their  Griev¬ 
ances  at  the  Foot  of  the  Throne  ;  and  implored  his  Majefty’s  In- 
terpofition  in  their  Behalf.  They  alfo  agreed  to  fufpend  all 
Trade  with  Great- Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft- Indies  ;  hoping, 
bv  this  peaceable  Mode  of  Oppoiition,  to  obtain  that  Juftice  from 

the  Britijh  Minillry  which  had  been  fo  long  foliated  in  vain - 

And  here  permit  us  to  allure  you,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
Reluctance  we  could  prevail  upon  ourfelves,  to  ceafe  our  commer¬ 
cial  Conneftion  with  your  Illand  —Tour  Parliament  had  done  us 
no  wrong. — Ton  had  ever  been  friendly  to  the  Rights  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  and  we  acknowledge,  with  Pleafure  and  Gratitude,  that 
your  Nation  has  produced  Patriots,  who  have  nobly  diftinguilhed 

themfelves  in  the  Caufe  of  Humanity  and  America.  O11  the  other 

Hand, 
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hand,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  the  Labour  and  Manufactures  of 
■  ,] 1  ve  or  the  Silk-Worm,  were  of  little  Moment  to 

^  !  ut  erved  only  to  give  Luxury  to  thofe  who  neither  Toil 
nor  e  Perceived  that  if  we  continued  our  Commerce  with 

you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain  would  be  truitlefs 
and  were  therefore  compelled  to  adopt  a  Meafure,  to  which  no 
thing  but  ablolute  Neceffity  would  have  reconciled  us.  It  gave 
us,  however,  fome  confolation  to  refledd,  that  fhould  it  occafion 
much  Li  It  refs,  the  fertile  Regions  of  America  would  afford  you 
a  fafe  Afylum  from  Poverty,  and  in  time  from  Oppreffion  alfo; 
an  Afylum,  in  which  many  thoufands  of  your  Countrymen  have 
found  Hofpitahty,  Peace,  and  Affluence,  and  become  united  to 
us  by  all  the  Ties  of  Confanguinity,  mutual  Interefl,  and  AffeCl- 
on*>  ■^or  did  Congrefs  flop  here  : — Flattered  by  a  pleafing  Expect 
tation,  that  the  Juftice  and  Humanity  which  had  fo  long  charac¬ 
terized  the  Englijl:  Nation,  would,  on  proper  Application,  afford 
us  relief;  they  reprefented  their  Grievances  in  an  affe&ionate  Ad- 
drefs  to  their  Brethren  in  Britain ,  and  intreated  their  Aid  and  In- 
terpofition  in  behalf  of  thefe  Colonies. 

The  more  fully  to  evince  their  refpeCl  for  their  Sovereign,  the 
unhappy  People  of  Bofion  were  requeued  by  the  Congrefs  to  fub- 
mit  with  Patience  to  their  Fate  ;  and  all  A?nerica  united  in  a  Re- 
folution  to  abftain  from  every  Species  of  Violence. — Luring  this 
Period  that  devoted  Town  buffered  unfpeakably.  Its  Inhabitants 
were  infulted  and  their  Property  violated.  Still  relying  on  the 
Clemency  and  Juftice  of  his  Majefty  and  the  Nation,  they  permit¬ 
ted  a  few  Regiments  to  take  poffefhon  of their  Town,  to  furround 
it  with  fortifications  ;  and  to  cut  oft  all  intercourfe  between  them 
and  their  Friends  in  the  Country. 

With  anxious  Expectation  did  all  America  wait  the  Event  of 

their  Petition — All  America  laments  its  Fate _ Their  Prince  was 

deaf  to  their  Complaints  :  And  vain  were  all  Attempts  to  imprefs 
him  with  a  fenfe  of  the  bufferings  of  his  American  Subjects,  of  the 
cruelty  of  their  Tafk-Mafters,  and  of  the  many  Plagues  which  im¬ 
pended  over  his  Dominions.  Inftead  of  directions  for  a  candid 
Enquiry  into  our  Grievances,  infult  was  added  to  Oppreffion;  and 
our  long  forbearance  rewarded  with  the  imputation  of  Cowardice. 
Our  Trade  with  foreign  States  was  prohibited  ;  and  an  ACt  of 
Parliament  pafTed  to  prevent  our  even  fifhing  on  our  own  Coafls. 
Our  peaceable  Affemblies,  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  com¬ 
mon  Safety,  were  declared  Seditious ;  and  our  afferting  the  very 
Rights  which  placed  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  on  the  Heads  of 
the  three  fucceffive  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ,  filled  Rebel¬ 
lion. — Orders  were  given  to  reinforce  the  Troops  in  America .  The 
wild  and  barbarous  Savages  of  the  Wildernefs  have  been  folicited 
by  gifts  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  againft  us  ;  and  inlligated  to  de¬ 
luge  our  Settlements  with  the  Blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs 

Women 
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Women  and  Children. — The  whole  Country  was  moreover  alarm¬ 
ed  with  the  horrors  of  domedic  Infurredlions. — Refinements  in 
Parental  Cruelty,  at  which  the  Genius  of  Britain  mult  blufh  ! 
Refinements  which  admit  not  of  being  even  recited  without  Hor¬ 
ror,  or  pra&ifed  without  infamy  !  We  fhould  be  happy,  were 
thefe  dark  Machinations  the  mere  fuggeftions  of  Sufpicion. — We 
are  forry  to  declare,  that  we  are  pofiefled  of  the  moll  authentic 
and  indubitable  Evidence  of  their  reality. 

The  Minillry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the  Pillars  of  the  Conditu- 
tion,  endeavoured  to  ere£l  the  Standard  ofDefpotifm  in  America; 
and  if  fuccefsful,  Britain  and  Irela?id  may  fhudder  at  the  Confe- 
fequences  ! 

Three  of  their  moll  experienced  Generals  are  fent  to  wage  War 
with  their  Fellow-Subje6ls ;  and  America  is  amazed  to  find  the 
Name  of  Howe  in  the  Catalogue  of  her  Enemies  : — She  loved  his 
Brother. 

Defpairing  of  driving  the  Colonifts  to  refidance  by  any  other 
Means  than  adlual  Hollility,  a  Detachment  of  the  Army  at  Bofion 
marched  into  the  Country  in  all  the  Array  of  War;  and,  unpro¬ 
voked,  fired  upon,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  Inhabitants.- — -The 
neighbouring  Farmers  fuddenly  aflembled,  and  repelled  the  At¬ 
tack.  From  this,  all  communication  between  the  Town  and 
Country  was  intercepted. — The  Citizens  petitioned  the  General 
for  permiflion  to  leave  the  Town,  and  he  promifed  on  furrendering 
their  Arms,  to  permit  them  to  depart  with  their  other  Effects. 
They  accordingly  furrendered  their  Arms,  and  the  General  vio¬ 
lated  his  Faith. — Under  various  Pretences,  Padports  were  delayed 
and  denyed;  and  many  thoufands  of  the  Inhabitants  are  at  this 
Day  confined  in  the  Town,  in  the  utmoll  Wretchednefs  and  Want. 
The  Lame,  the  Blind,  and  the  Sick,  have  indeed  been  turned  out 
into  the  neighbouring  Fields  ;  and  fome,  eluding  the  Vigilance  of 
the  Sentries,  have  eicaped  from  the  Town,  by  fwiming  to  the 
adjacent  Shores.  . 

The  War  having  thus  began  on  the  part  of  General  Cage's 
Troops,  the  Country  armed  and  embodied.  The  reinforcements 
from  Ireland  foon  after  arrived ;  a  vigorous  Attack  was  then  made 
upon  the  Provincials. — In  their  March,  the  Troops  furrounded  the 
Town  of  Charlejlown ,  confiding  of  about  four  hundred  Houfes 
then  recently  abandoned  to  efcape  the  Fury  of  a  relentlefs  Soldiery, 
Having  plundered  the  Houfes,  they  fet  fire  to  the  Town,  and  re¬ 
duced  it  to  Alhes. — To  this  wanton  Wade  of  Property,  unknown 
to  civilized  Nations,  they  were  prompted  the  better  to  conceal 
their  approach  under  cover  of  the  Smoke.  A  (hocking  Mixture 
of  Cowardice  and  Cruelty,  which  then  fil'd  tarnifhed  the  ludre  of 
the  BritiJJ?  Arms,  when  aimed  at  a  Brother’s  Bread  !- — But  bleded 
be  God  they  were  redrained  from  committing  farther  Ravages,  by 
the  lofs  of  a  very  confiderable  part  of  their  Army,  including  many 
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of  their  mod  experienced  Officers.— The  lofs  of  the  Inhabitants 
was  inconfiderable. 

.  Compelled  therefore  to  behold  thoufands  of  our  Countrymen 
impnfoned,  and  Men,  Women,  and  Children  involved  in  nro- 
mifcuous  and  unmerited  Mifery.— When  we  find  all  Faith  af  an 
end,  and  facred  d  reat.es  turned  into  Tricks  of  State ;  when  we 
perce. ve  our  Friends  and  K.nfmen  maffacred,  our  Habitations 
plundered,  our  Houfes  in  flames,  and  their  once  happy  Inhabi¬ 
tants  fed  only  by  the  Hand  of  Charity  ;-who  can  blame  us  for 
endeavouring  to  reftram  the  Progrefs  of  Defolation?  who  can  cen- 
fure  our  repelhug  the  Attacks  of  fuch  a  barbarous  Band?  who, 
in  fuch  Circumftances,  would  not  obey  the  great,  the  univerfal, 
the  divine  Law  of  Self-prefervation  ? 

Though  vilified  as  wanting  Spirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave 
like  men- t  hough  mfulted  and  abufed,  we  wifh  for  reconciliati¬ 
on.  though  defamed  as  Seditious,  we  are  readv  to  obey  the 
Haws— And  though  charged  with  Rebellion,  will  cheerfully  bleed 

m  defence  of  our  Sovereign  in  a  righteous  Caufe _ What  more 

can  we  fay  ? — What  more  can  we  offer  ? 

But  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  tedious  Detail  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  and  fruitlefs  Offers  and  Applications  we  have  repeatedly  made 
not  for  Penfions,  for  Wealth,  or  for  Honours,  but  for  the  hum¬ 
ble  Boon  of  being  permitted  to  pofTefs  the  fruits  of  honeft  Induf- 
try,  and  to  enjoy  that  degree  of  Liberty,  to  which  God  and  the 
Conflitution  have  given  us  an  undoubted  right. 

Bleffed  with  an  indiffoluble  Union,  with  a  variety  of  internal  Re¬ 
sources,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  Juftice  of  the  fupreme 
Difpcfer  of  all  human  Events,  we  have  no  doubt  of  rifiRo-  fuperior 
to  all  the  Machinations  of  evil  and  abandoned  Miniiters?  We  al¬ 
ready  anticipate  the  golden  Period,  when  liberty,  with  all  the 
gentle  Arts  of  Peace  and  Humanity,  fhall  effablifh  her  mild  Do¬ 
minion  in  this  weflern  World,  and  ereH  eternal  Monuments  to  the 
Memory  of  thofe  virtuous  Patriots  and  Martyrs,-  who  fhall  have 
fought  and  bled  and  fuffered  in  her  Caufe. 

Accept  our  mofl  grateful  Acknowledgments  for  the  friendly 
difpofition  you  have  always  fhewn  towards  us. — We  know  that 
you  are  not  without  your  Grievances. — We  fympathize  with  you 
in  your  Diffrefs,  and  are  pleafed  to  find  that  the  Defign  of  fub- 
jugating  us,  has  perfuaded  Adminiftration  to  difpenfe  to  Irela?idy 
fome  vagrant  Rays  of  minifterial  Sunfliine. — Even  the  tender  Mer¬ 
cies  of  Government  have  long  been  cruel  towards  you. — In  the 
rich  Paitures  of  Ireland ,  many  hungry  Parricides  have  fed,  and 
grown  llrong  to  labour  in  its  Deffrucfion.  We  hope  the  patient 
abiding  of  the  Meek  may  not  always  be  forgotten  ;  and  God' 
grant  that  the  iniquitous  Schemes  of  extirpating  Liberty  from  the’ 
Britijh  Empire  may  be  foon  defeated.  But  we  fliould  be  wanting 
to  ourfelve*  ;  we  fliould  be  perfidious  to  Pofterity  ;  we  fhould  be 

unworthy 


unworthy  that  Anceflry  from  which  we  derive  our  defcent,  fhould 
we  fubmit  with  folded  Arms  to  military  Butchery  and  Depreda¬ 
tion,  to  gratify  the  lordly  Ambition,  or  fate  the  Avarice  of  a 
Britijb  Miniftry.  In  defence  of  our  Perfons  and  Properties,  un¬ 
der  a&ual  Violation,  we  have  taken  up  Arms ;  when  that  Vio¬ 
lence  (hall  be  removed,  and  Hoftilities  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the 
^Wgreffors,  they  ffiall  ceafe  on  our  Part  alfo.  For  the  Achieve¬ 
ment  of  this  happy  Event,  we  confide  in  the  good  Offices  of  our 
Fellow-Subje&s  beyond  the  Atlantic .  Of  their  friendly  Difpoli- 
tion  we  do  not  yet  defpond  \  aware  as  they  mult  be,  that  tne^ 
have  nothing  more  to  expe£t  from  the  fame  common  Enemy,  than 

the  humble  Favour  of  being  laft  devoured. 

*  ' 

'  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

Saturday,  July  29,  1  7 75- 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  fiom  tne 
Committee  of  the  whole,  and  came  to  the  following  Refolution  . 

Re  sol  ved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Commiffary-General  of  Muftei  s 
be  Forty  Dollars  per  Month. 

Deputy  Commiffary-General  of  Stores  and  Provifions  Sixty  Dol¬ 
lars  per  ditto. 

Deputy  Adjutant- General  Fifty  Dollars  per  do. 

Deputy  Mufter-Mafler  General  Forty  Dollars  per  do. 

Brigade-Major  Thirty-three  Dollars  per  do. 

Commiffary  of  Artillery  Thirty  Dollars  per  do. 

Judge  Advocate,  Twenty  Dollars  per  do; 

Colonel  Fifty  Dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forty  Dollars  per  do. 

Major  Thirty-three  Dollars  and  one- third  per  do. 

Captain  Tweniy-Dollars  per  do. 

Lieutenant  Thirteen  Dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Enfign  Ten  Dollars  per  do. 

Serjeant  Eight  Dollars  per  do. 

Corporal,  Drummer,  and  Fifer,  each  Seven  Dollars  and  one- 
third,  per  do. 

Private  Six  Dollars  and  two-thirds  per  do. 

Adjutant  Eighteen  Dollars  and  one-third  per  do. 

Quart er-Mafter  Eighteen  Dollars  and  one  third  per  do. 

Chaplain  Twenty  Dollars  per  do. 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Light- Infantry  be  the  fame  as  that  in  the 
Regiment  from  a  Captain  to  a  Private,  both  inclufive. 

That  in  the  Artillery  the  Pay  of  a  Captain  be  Twenty-fix  Dol¬ 
lars  and  two-thirds  per  Month. 

Captain  Lieutenant  Twenty  Dollars  per  do. 

A  a 


Lieutenants 
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ditSUtenantS  firft  3nd  feCOnd  E‘g>>teen  Dollars  and  one  third  per 

Lieutenant  Fireworker  Thirteen  Dollars  and  one  third  per  ditto, 
oerjeant  Eight  Dollars  and  one  third  per  ditto. 

Corporal  Seven  Dollars  and  a  half  per  Month. 

Bombardier  Seven  Dollars  per  ditto. 

Matrofs  Six  Dollars  and  five  Jixths  of  a  Dollar  per  ditto, 
lhat  the  Appointment  of  Provoft-MarfiU  a 

”<*  «*>«»  b,  left the  CoZil^^ftbe' 

Army,  who  is  to  fax  their  Pay,  having  Regard  to  the  Pay  they 

ofT'nV  w  U  Army>  and  the  ^portion  that  the  Pay 

f  W  Army  bears  t0  the  Pay  ofour  Officers. 

William  Tudor  Lfq;  was  elefted  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Army. 

tsouEl)  Phat  Michael  Hillegas,  and  George  Clymer,  Efqrs. 
he  jo.nt  Treafurers  of  the  Umted  Colonies  :  That  the  Treafurers 
lelide  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  (hall  give  Bond  with  Surety 
for  the  faithful  Performance  of  their  Office,  in  the  Sum  of  One 
hundred  tooufand  Dollars  to  John  Hancock. ,  Henry  Middleton 
John  Dichnfin,  John  Hlfop ,  Thomas  Ly?ich,  Richard  Henry  Lee 
cind  James  IV t  fin,  Efqrs.  and  the  Survivor  of  them  in  Truft  for 
the  United  Colonies. 

T  [dat  thre  Provincial  Aflemblies  or  Conventions  do  each  chufe  a 
reafurer  ror  their  refpefhve  Colonies,  and  take  fufhcient  Security 
ior  the  faithful  Performance  of  the  Truft.  * 

.  That  tac!t  f  o!ony  Provide  Ways  and  Meaus  to  fink  its  Propor¬ 
tion  of  the  Bids  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  may  be  moft  effectual  and  b eft  adapted  to  the  Condition 
Circnmftances  and  equal  Mode  of  levying  Taxes  in  fuch  Colony.  ’ 
That  the  Proportion  or  Quota  of  each  Colony  be  determined 
according  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  all  Ao-es,  including 
Negroes  and  Mulattoes  in  each  Colony  ;  but  as  this  Cannot  at  or¬ 
ient  be  afcertained,  that  the  Quotas  of  the  feveral  Colonies  be  fet¬ 
tled  for  the  Prefent  as  follows,  to  undergo  a  Revifion  and  Correc¬ 
tion,  when  the  Lift  of  each  Colony  is  obtained. 


New  -  II ampjh  ire , 
Maff'achufetts -  Bay, 
Rhode- Ifland, 
Connecticut, 
Nenxj-Torh, 

New-  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina , 

Soulh-Carolina , 


1 24069  and  a  half 

434244 

71959  and  a  half 
248  139 

248i39 

161290  and  a  half 
372208  and  a  half 
37219  and  a  half 
3*0174  and  a  half 
496278 
248139 
248 139 

: - - 3,003000 


That 
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That  each  Colony  pay  its  refpe&ive  Quota  in  four  equal  annual 
Payments,  the  firft  Payment  to  be  made  on  .  or  before  the  lafl  Day 
of  November,  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our  j^ord,  1779;  t’fC 
fecond,  on  or  before  the  lalt  Day. of  November.,  1700;  the  third,, 
on  or  before  the  laft  Day  of  November ,  17S1  ;  and  the  fouith  01 
laft,  on  or  before  the  latt  Day  of  November ,  1 7 ^ 2  »  anc^  t  at 
this  End  "the  feveral  Provincial  AiTemblies  or  Conventions  piovic  e 
for  laying  and  levying  Taxes  in  their  refpe£tive  Provinces  01  0  o- 

nies,  towards  finking  the  Continental  Bills  :  That  the  faid  Bills  dc 
received  by  the  Collectors  in  Payment  of  fuch  Xaxes,^and  be  by 
the  Collectors  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Provincial  Preafureis, 
with  all  fuch  other  Monies  as  they  may  receive  in  Lieu  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Bills,  which  other  Monies  the  faid  Provincial  1  reafurer 
(hall  endeavour  to  get  exchanged  for  Continental  Bills,  and  where 
that  cannot  be  done,  fnall  fend  to  the  Continental  Treafurers  the 
Deficiency  in  Silver  or  Gold,  with  the  Bills  making  up  the  Quo¬ 
ta  to  be  funk  in  that  Year,  taking  care  to  cut  by  a  circular  Punch 
of  an  Inch  Diameter  an  Hole  in  each  Bill,  and  to  crofs  the  fame, 
thereby  to  render  them  unpayable,  though  the  Sum  01  Value  is 
to  remain  fairly  legible:  And  the  Continental  Preafureis,  as  fa 
as  they  receive  the  faid  Quotas,  {hall  with  the  Affiliar.ee  of  a 
Committee  of  live  Perfons,  to  be  appointed  by  theCongrefs,  if 
fitting,,  or  by  the  Affembly  or  Convention  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
Jylvania ,  examine  and  count  the  Continental  Bills,  and  in  the  i  re¬ 
fence  of  the  faid  Committee  burn  and  deftroy  them.  And  the  Sil¬ 
ver  and  Gold  fent  them  to  make  up  the  Deficiencies  of  Quotas, 
they  (hall  retain  in  their  Hands  until  demanded  in  Redemption  of 
Continental  Bills  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that  Purpofe, 

.  which  Bills  fo  redeemed,  they  {hall  alfo  burn  and  deftroy  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  faid  Committee.  And-  the  faid  Treafurers,  whenever 
they  have  Silver  or  Gold  in  their  Hands  for  the  Redemption  of 
Continental  Bills,  {hall  advertife  the  fame,  fignifying  that  he  is 
ready  .to  give  Silver  or  Gold  for  fuch  Bills  to  all  Perfons  requiring 
it  in  Exchange. 

The  provincial  Treafurers  and  ColleHors  are  to  have  fuch  Al¬ 
lowances  for  their  refpective  Services,  as  fnall  be  directed  by  the 
feveral  AiTemblies  or  Conventions,  to  be  paid  by  their  refpedlive 
Province  or  Colony. 

That  the  Continental  Treafurers  be  allowed  for  their  Service  this 
Year  Five  hundred,  Dollars  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymafter  General,  Commiffary  Gene¬ 
ral,  Quarter-Matter  General,  and  every  of  their  Deputies,  fhall 
take  an  Oath  truly  and  faithfully  to  difeharge  the  Duties  of  their 
refpe&ive  Stations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Continental  Treafurers  do  pay  to  Colonel 
William  7 hompfon,  or  his  Order,  Five  thousand  Dollars  on  Ac¬ 
count,  being  by  advance  for  the  Service  of  a  Battalion  of  Rime- 
Men  under  his  Command.  Resolved, 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  as  foon  as  the  public  Buf-- 
nefs  permits,  adjourn  to  the  Fifth  of  September  next.  P 

of}"SQtLJ’EDf  ^1'ait  th<;  Congrefs  will  on  Mondays  conf.der 
*  ^tate  of  Trade>  after  the  tenth  of  next  September 

Bond"'  *\Kean'  f™m  ,the  CoramiUce  reported  the  Form  of  a 
■Dond,  to  be  given  by  the  joint  continental  Treafurers. 

ri«uW  H?’  7hat  the  fa‘d  Committee  d°  into  the  Suffi- 

ciency  or  the  Sureties. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o’clock. 


Monday,  July  31,  1775. 

Met  accoiding  to  Adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  Confi deration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
m.ttee  on  r  le  Rdolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  fame 

eing  ehated  by  Paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

.  ^he  fever al  Affemblies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennjylvania ,  and  Vir - 

gima,  having  referred  to  the  Congrefs  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe 

of  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  which  Refolution  is  in  thefe 
Words  : 

„  m,  r,  ,  .  .  “  Luna:,  20°  Die  Feb.  1 775. 

1  he  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  the  American  Papers.  Motion 
made,  and  QyjelRon  propofed. 

“  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  when  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Council  and  Affembly,  or  General  Court  of  any  ofhisMaief- 
ty  s  Provinces,  or  Colonies  in  America,  /hall  propofe  to  make  Pro-, 
vihon,  according  to  the  Condition,  Circumltance,  or  Situation  of 
inch  Province  or  Colony,  for  contributing  their  Proportion  to  the 
common  Defence  (Inch  Proportion  tp  be  raifed  under  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  General  Court,  or  General  Affembly  of  fuch  Province 
or  Colony,  and  difpofable  by  Parliament)  and  /hall  en^ao-e  to 
make  Provifion  alfo,  for  the  Support  of  the  civil  Government 
and  the  Adminiftration  of  Juffice  in  fuch  Province  or  Colony,  it 
will  be  proper  if  Rich  Propofal  /hall  be  approved  by  his  Majefty 
and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  Provi¬ 
so11  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear  in  Refpevff  of  fuch  Pro¬ 
vince  or  Colony  to  lay  any  Duty,  Tax,  or  Affeffment,  or  to  im- 
pofe  any  farther  Duty,  Tax,  or  Affeffment,  except  only  fuch 
Duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  impofe,  for 
the  Regulation  of  Commerce  ;  the  net  Produce  ot  the  Duties  laft 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  Account  of  fuch  Province  or  Colo¬ 
ny  refpedtively.” 

The  Congrefs  took  the  faid  Refolution  into  Confideration,  and 
are  thereupon  of  Opinion, 

That  the  Colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  foie  and  exclu¬ 
de  Privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  pwn  Money  :  that  this 
involves  a  Right  of  (deliberating  whether  they  will  make  any  Gift 

for 
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hat  Purpofes  it  fhall  be  made,  and  what  fhall  be  its  amount ;  and 
diat  it  is  a  high  Breach  of  this  Privilege  for  any  Body  of  Men,  ex¬ 
traneous  to  their  Conftitutions,  to  prefcribe  the  Purpofes  for 
which  Money  (hall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themfelves  the 
Authority  of  judging  of  their  Conditions,  Circumftances  and  Si¬ 
tuations,  and  of  determining  the  Amount  of  the  Contribution  to 

be  levied.  .  . 

That  as  the  Colonies  poffefs  a  Right  of  appropriating  their 

Gifts,  fo  are  they  entitled  at  all  Times  to  enquire  into  their  Ap- 
plication,  to  fee  that  they  be  not  wafted  among  the  Venal  and  Cor- 
rupt  for  the  Purpofe  of  undermining  the  civil  Rights  of  the  Givers, 
nor  yet  be  diverted  to  the  Support  of  Handing  Armies,  inconfif- 
tent  with  their  Freedom  and  fubverfive  of  their  Quiet.  To  propofe 
therefore,  as  this  Refolution  does,  that  the  Monies  given  by  the 
Colonies  fhall  be  fubjett  to  the  Difpofal  of  Parliament  alone,  is  to 
propofe  that  they  fhall  relinquifh  this  Right  of  Enquiry,  and  put  it 
in  the  Power  of  others  to  render  their  Gifts  ruinous,  in  Proportion 

as  they  are  liberal.  #  #  . 

That  this  Privilege  of  giving  or  of  withholding  our  Monies,  1$ 
an  important  Barrier  agamft  the  undue  Exeiiion  of  Pieiogativc, 
which,  if  left  altogether  without  controul,  may  be  exercifed  to 
our  great  Oppreffion  ;  and  all  Hiftory  fhews  how  efficacious  is  its 
Inte?cefiion  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances  and  Re-eftablifhment  of 
Rights,  and  how  Improvident  it  would  be  to  part  with  fo  power¬ 
ful  a  Mediator. 

We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Propofition  contained  in  this  Refo¬ 
lution  is  unreasonable  and  inlidious  :  Unreafonable,  becaufe,  if  we 
declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare  without  Refervation,  we  will 
purchafe  the  Favour  of  Parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame 
Time  at  what  Price  they  will  pleafe  to  eftimate  their  Favour  ;  it  is 
Infidious,  becaufe,  individual  Colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  a- 
gain,  till  they  find  the  Avidity  of  the  Seller  too  great  for  all  their 
Powers  to  fatisfy  ;  are  then  to  return  into  Oppoiition,  divided 
from  their  Sifter  Colonics  whom  the  Minifter  will  have  previoufly 
detached  by  a  Grant  of  eafier  Terms,  or  by  an  artful  Procraftina- 
tion  of  a  definitive  Anfwer. 

That  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Exercife  of  their  pretended  Power 
of  Taxation  being  exprefsly  made  commenfurate  with  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  our  Gifts,  thefe  muft  be  perpetual  to  make  that  fo. 
Whereas  no  Experience  has  fhewn  that  a  Gift  of  perpetual  Reve¬ 
nue  fecures  a  perpetual  Return  of  Duty  or  of  kind  Difpofition. 
On  the  Contrary,  the  Parliament  itfelf,  wifely  attentive  to  this 
Obfervation,  are  in  the  eftabliilied  Pradlice  of  granting  their  Sup¬ 
plies  from  Year  to  Year  only. 

Defirous  and  determined  as  we  are  to  confider,  in  the  moft  dif- 
paflionate  View,  every  feeming  Advance  towards  a  Reconciliation 
inade  by  th £  Britifb  Parliament,  let  pur  Brethren  of  Britain  refleft 
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what  would  have  been  the  Sacrifice  to  Men  of  free  Spirits  had 
even  fair  Terms  been  proffered,  as  thefe  infidious  Propofals  were 
with  circumltances  of  Infult  and  Defiance.  A  Propofition  to  rive 
our  Money,  accompanied  with  large  Fleets  and  Armies,  feems  ad- 
or  died  to  our  Fears  rather  than  to  our  Freedom.  With  what  Pa¬ 
tience  would  Britons  have  received  Articles  of  Treaty  from  any 

Power  on  Earth  when  borne  on  the  Point  of  a  Bayonet  by  milita- 

ry  Plenipotentiaries  ?  J 

We  thinfe  the  Attempt  unnecefifary  to  raife  upon  us  by  Force  or 
by  1  hreats  our  proportional  Contributions  to  the  common  De¬ 
fence,  when  ail  know,  and  themfelves  acknowledge,  we  have  ful¬ 
ly  contributed,  whenever  called  upon  to  do  fo  in  the  Charafter  of 
Freemen. 

We  are  of  Opinion  it  is  not  juft  that  the  Colonies  fhould  be  re- 
quired  to  oblige  themielves  to  other  Contributions,  while  Greats 
Britain  poffeffes  a  Monopoly  of  their  Trade.  This  of  itfelf  lays 
t-nem  under,  heavy  Contribution.  To  demand,  therefore,  addi¬ 
tional  Aids  in  the  Form  of  a  Tax,  is  to  demand  the  double  of  their 
equal  Proportion,,  if  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Empire,  let  11s  equally  with  them  enjoy  free  Com¬ 
merce  with  the  whole  World.  But  while  the  Reftridions  on  our 
1  rade  fliut  to  us  the  Refources  of  Wealth,  is  it  juft  we  fhould  bear 

all  otnei  Buitnens  equally  with  thofe  to  whom  every  Refource  is 
open  ? 

We  conceive  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  has  no  Right  to  inter¬ 
meddle  with  our  Provilions  for  the  Support  of  civil  Government, 
or  Aaminilhation  of  Juftice.  Fhe  Provilions  we  have  made  arc 
fuch  as  pleafe  ourfelves,  and  are  agreeable  to  our  own  Circum- 
ftances  .  1  hey  anlvvei  the  fubftantial  Purpofes  of  Government  and 
of  Juftice,  2nd  other  Purpofes  than  thefe  fhould  not  be  anfwered. 
We  do  not  mean  that  our  People  fhall  be  burthened  with  oppref- 
iive  Taxes,  to  provide  Sinecures  for  the  Idle  or  the  Wicked,  un¬ 
der.  Colour  of  providing  for  a  civil  Lift.  While  Parliament  purfue 
their  Plan  of  civil  Government  within  their  own  Jurifdidion,  we 
a*lfo  hope  to  purfue  ours  without  Moleftation. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  Propofition  is  altogether  nnfatisfae- 
tory,.  becaufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpenlion  of  the  Mode,  not  a  re¬ 
nunciation  of  the  pretended  Right  to  Tax  us :  becaufe  too  it  does 
not  propofe  to  repeal  the  leveral  Ads  of  Parliament  paffed  for  the 
Purpofes  of  reftraining  the  'Trade,  and  altering  the  Form  of  Go¬ 
vernment  of  one  of  our  Colonies;  extending  the  Boundaries  and 
changing  the  Government  of  Bhiel*c ;  enlarging  the  Jurifdidion 
ofthe  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty  ;  taking  from  us 
the  Rights  of  Trial  by  a  Jury  ofthe  Vicinage,  in  Cafes  affeding 
both  Life  and  Property;  tranfporting  us  into  other  Countries  to 
be  tried  for  criminal  Offences  ;  exempting  by  mock-trial  the  Mur¬ 
derers  of  Coionifts  from  Punifhment ;  and  quartering  Soldiers  on 
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'  Jn  t;mes  of  profound  Peace.  Nor  do  they  renounce  the  Power 
offufpending  our  own  Legiflatures,  and  for  legiflating  for  us  them- 
felves  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  On  the  contrary,  to  fhew  they 
mean  to  difcontinuance  of  Injury,  they  pafs  A<fts,  at  the  very  time 
of  holding  out  this  Proportion,  for  reftraining  the  Commerce  and 
Fifheries  of  the  Provinces  of  New- England,  and  for  interdicting 
Trade  of  other  Colonies  with  all  foreign  Nations,  and  with  each 
other.  This  proves  unequivocally  they  mean  not  to  relinquifh  the 
Exercife  of  indifcriminate  Legiflation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  Propolition  feems  to  have  been  held  up 
to  the  World,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing- 
in  difpute  between  us  but  the  Mode  of  levying  Taxes  ;  and  that 
the  Parliament  having  now  been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the 
Colonies  are  unreafonable  if  not  perfe&ly  fatisfied  :  Whereas,  in 
truth,  our  Adverfaries  Hill  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libitum , 
and  of  taxing  us  themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if 
we  do  comply  with  it.  This  leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can 
call  ProDerty.  Put,  what  is  of  more  importance,  and  what  in  this 
Propofal  they  keep  out  of  fight,  as  if  no  fuch  point  was  now  in 
cent  eft  between  us,  they  claim  a  right  to  alter  our  Charteis  and 
eftablilh  Laws,  and  leave  us  without  any  fecurity  for  our  Lives  or 
Liberties.  The  Propolition  feems  alio  to  have  been  calculated  more 
particularly  to  lull  into  fatal  Security  our  well-afxedted  Fellow-Sub- 
jeCts  on  the  other  fide  the  Water,  till  time  fhould  be  given  for  the  O- 
peration  of  thofe  Arms,  which  a  Britijh  Minifter  pronounced  would 
inftantaneoufly  reduce  the  “  cowardly”  Sons  of  America  to  unre- 
ferved  fubmiffion.  But  when  the  World  reflects,  how  inadequate  to 
Juftice  are  thefe  vaunted  Terms  ;  when  it  attends  to  the  rapid  and 
bold  fucceifion  of  injuries,  which,  during  a  epurfe  of  eleven  years, 
have  been  aimed  at  thefe  Colonies;  when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and 
refpe&ful  Exportations,  which,  during  that  whole  time,  were 
the  foie  Arms  we  oppofed  to  them  ;  when  it  obferves  that  our 
Complaints  were  either  not  heard  at  all,  or  were  anfwered  with 
new  and  accumulated  Injuries;  when  it  recollects  that  the  Mini¬ 
fter  himfelf  on  an  early  occafion  declared,  “  that  he  would  never 
treat  with  America ,  till  he  had  brought  her  to  his  Feet,”  and 
that  an  avowed  Partifan  of  Miniftry  has  more  lately  denounced  a- 
gainft  us  the  dreadful  Sentence  “  delenda  cji  Carthago ,”  that  this 
was  done  in  Prefence  of  a  Britijh  Senate,  and  being  unreproved 
by  them,  muft  be  taken  to  be  their  own  Sentiment,  (efpecially  as 
the  Purpofe  has  already  in  part  been  carried  into  Execution,  by 
their  Treatment  of  Bofton  and  burning  of  Charlejiown ; )  when  it 
confiders  the  great  Armaments  with  which  they  have  invaded  us, 
and  the  Circumftances  of  Cruelty  with  which  thefe  have  com¬ 
menced  and  profecuted  Hoftilities  ;  when  thefe  Things,  we  fay, 
are  laid  together  and  attentively  confidered,  can  the  World  be 
deceived  into  an  Opinion  that  we  are  unreafonable,  or  can  it  heli- 
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tate  to  believe  with  us,  that  nothing  but  our  own  Exertions  mar 
tie  teat  the  minifterial  Sentence  of  Death  or  abjeft  Submiflion. 

On  Motion  made,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Langdon ,  Mr.  J. 
Mams ,  Mr.  Hopkins ,  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr.  Clinton ,  Mr.  Crane, 
Doctor  Franklin ,  Mr.  Rodney ,  Mr.  Johnfon ,  Mr.  Flenrx  Mr. 

Mr.  Gadjden ,  and  Mr.  Hall ,  be  a  Commitee  in  the  Re- 
cefs  of  Congrefs,  to  make  Enquiry  in  all  the  Colonies  after  Vir¬ 
gin  Lead  and  Leaden  Ore,  and  the  beft  Methods  of  colle&ing;, 
imelting*  and  refining  it.  6 

.  ^solved.  That  the  above  named  Gentlemen  be  a  Committee, 

*n  n  Lr  iCe[S  °^tae  Congrefs,  to  enquire  into  the  cheapeft  and  ea- 
iieit  Methods  of  making  Salt  in  thefe  Colonies. 

Agi  eeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congrefs  took  under 
Con h deration  the  State  of  Trade  after  the  tenth  of  September ,  and 
aftei  fome  Debate,  tne  fame  was  poftponed  to  a  future  Day. 

Motion,  Resolved,  That  when  the  Congrefs  adjourns 
lor  Recefs,  it  be  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia . 

Two  Petitions,  one  from  fundry  Merchants  in  Ne-w-Tork,  and 
the  other  from  fundry  Merchants  in  Philadelphia ,  refpefting  the 
Sale  or  Teas  impoited  before  the  late  AfTociation,  were  laid  be* 
fore  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  Table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  Augujl  i,  1775. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Dollars 
be  immediately  forwarded  from  the  Continental  Treafury  to  the 
Paymafter  General,  to  be  applied  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in 
Mafacbufetts- Bay ,  in  fuch  Manner  as  General  Wafhington,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  Time  being,  by  his  Warrants,  fhall 
limit  and  appoint ;  and  if  the  above  Sum  fhall  be  expended  before 
the  next  Meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then  that  General  lVafbi?2gton, 
or  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  Time  being,  be  empowered  to 
draw  upon  the  Continental  Treafury  for  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred 
\ Thoufand  Dollars ,  in  Favour  of  the  Paymafter  General  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  Ufe  and  in  the  Manner  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennfylva?iia  be  a  Commit¬ 
tee  to  receive  and  count  the  above  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Thoufand 
Dollars ,  and  forward  the  fame  under  the  Care  of  the  Delegates  of 
Majfachufetts-Bay ,  provided  fo  much  is  now  ready  in  the  Treafu¬ 
ry.  If  that  is  not  the  Cafe,  then  to  receive,  count,  and  forward 
by  the  faid  Delegates  what  is  ready,  and  the  Remainder  by  the 
firft  Opportunity  in  the  fafeft  and  beft  Manner. 

Resolved,  That  a  Sum  notexceedin  One  hundred  and feventy- 
five  thoufand  Dollars  be  paid  to  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New- 
Fork,  to  be  applied  towards  the  Difcharge  of  the  Monies  advanced 

and 
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and  the  Debts  contracted  for  the  public  Service,  by  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vincial  Convention  and  the  Committee  of  Albany ,  in  Purfuance  of 
the  Directions  of  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  faid  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  account  to  this  Congrefs  at  their  next  Meeting  for  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  the  faid  Money. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treafurers  be,  and  they  are  hereby  or¬ 
dered  to  pay  to  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  viz. 
Eliphalet  Dyer ,  Roger  Sherman ,  and  Silas  Dea?2e ,  Efqrs.  the 
Sum  of  Fifty  thoufand  Dollars ,  to  be  by  them  paid  unto  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Company  of  the  faid  Colony,  in  part  of  the  Sums  by 
them  difburfed  in  the  Continental  Service:  The  faid  Governor  and 
Company  to  account  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  thoufand  Dollars  be 
immediately  forwarded  from  the  Continental  Treafury  to  the  Pay- 
mafter  General,  to  be  applied  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in  the  New- 
Tork  Department,  in  fuch  Manner  as  General  Schuyler  by  his 
Warrant  fhall  limit  and  appoint ;  and  that  if  the  above  Sum  fhall 
be  expended  before  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then  that 
General  Schuyler ,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  Time 
being,  in  that  Department  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Treafury  for  a  further  Sum  not  exceeding  Two  hundred 
thoufand  Dollars „  to  be  applied  for  the  Ufe  and  in  the  Manner  a- 
bove  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Sixteen  thoufand  Dollars  be  paid 
to  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Pennfylvania ,  in  full  for  the 
like  Sum  by  them  borrowed  by  Order  of  the  Congrefs,  on  the  3d 
of  June  lad,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Ten  thoufand  Dollars  be  placed 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Delegates  of  Pennfylvania ,  or  any  three  of 
them,  for  contingent  Services,  and  that  out  of  the  fame,  be  paid 
the  Expences  incurred  for  railing  and  arming  the  Riffle  Companies,' 
and  for  Expreffes  and  other  fmall  Charges,  of  which  the  Congrefs 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  exaCt  Accounts  ;  and  that  the  faid 
Committee  do  lay  before  the  Congrefs,  at  their  next  Meeting,  an 
Account  of  their  Proceedings  in  that  Matter. 

Whereas  at  a  former  Congrefs  it  was  refolved,  that,  if  certain 
A6ts  of  Parliament,  in  the  Continental  Alfociation  enumerated 
and  complained  of,  fhould  not  be  repealed  on  or  before  the  icth 
Day  of  September,  1775?  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Colonies 
would  not,  diredtly  or  indirectly,  export  any  Merchandize  or 
Commodity  whatfoever  to  Great- Britain ,  Ireland,  or  the  IVefl- 
Jadies  ;  and  as  fome  Doubts  have  arifen  with  RefpeCt  to  the  true 
Spirit  and  Conduction  of  faid  Refolve :  To  the  End  that  fuch 
Doubts  may  be  removed, 

Resolved,  That  under  the  Prohibition,  in  the  faid  Alfociation 
contained,  to  export  to,  or  import  from,  the  Iflands  of  Great - 
.  Britain  and  Ireland ,  this  Congrefs  intends  to  comprize  all  Expor- 
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tation  to,  or  Importation  from,  the  Iflands  of  Jerfey,  Guernfy , 
Sark,  Alderney ,  and  Man,  and  every  European  Ifland  and  Setr 
tlement  within  the  Britijh  Dominions  ;  and  that  under  the  Deno¬ 
mination  of  the  Weft- Indies ,  this  Congrefs  means  to  compreheud 
all  the  Weft- India  Iflands,  Britijh  and  Foreign,  to  whatever  State, 
Power,  or  Prince  belonging,  or  by  whomfoever  governed,  and 
alfo  the  Summer  Iflands,  B ahama  Iflands,  Berbicia  and  Surina?n 
on  the  Main ,  and  every  Ifland  and  Settlement  within  the  Latitude 
of  the  Southern  Line  of  Georgia  and  the  Equator. 

Adjourned  to  fuefday ,  the  £th  of  Sep tember  next. 

Ehe  above  is  a  Copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
CONGRESS,  from  their  Meeting  on  the  tenth  of  May, 
to  this  Time,  except  that  fome  Reflations ,  relative  to  Mili¬ 
tary  Operations,  carrying  on,  are  omitted. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary • 
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Wednesday,  September  5.  1 7 7 S * 

AGREEABLE  to  adjournment,  the  Prefident  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Members  met,  but  there  not  being,  fufficient  to 
enter  upon  bufinefs,  the  Congrefs  was  adjourned  from  day  to 
day  until  Wednefday  the  13th* 

Wednesday,  Semptember  13,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Province  of  Georgia  having  appointed  Delegates  to  repre- 
prefent  that  Colony  in  Congrefs,  and  three  of  the  Delegates  at¬ 
tending,  their  credentials  were  produced,  read,  and  approved, 
and  are  as  follows : 

Georg  1  a. 

The  alarming  and  critical  fituation  of  Affairs  upon  the  Conti  ¬ 
nent  of  America ,  having  at  length  roufed  the  attention  of  this 
Province,  and  the  feveral  inhabitants  thereof  being  defirous  of 
uniting  with  their  filler  Colonies  in  the  great  and  important  caufe, 
a  general  eledlion  was  held  throughout  the  Province  101  Delegates 
to  lit  in  Provincial  Congrefs \  and  the  faid  Delegates  having  fo  met 
in  Savannah  on  the  fourth  Day  of  July,  proceeded  upon  the  con- 
fideration  of  fuch  Bufinefs  as  appeared  to  be  lit  and  neceflary ;  and 
among  other  things  they  made  choice  of  five  Delegates  to  lepie- 
fent  this  Province  in  the  Grand  Continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting 
in  Philadelphia ,  viz.  Archibald  Bullock ,  Efq.  John  Houjlon ,  Eiq. 
the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly ,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones ,  Efq.  and  Lyman  Hally 
Efq.  Now  therefore  be  it  known,  and  we  the  feveral  Delegates 
for  tb^e  different  Parilhes  and  Dillridls  in  this  Province,  in  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs  affembled,  do  hereby  declare  the  faid  Archibald  Bul- 
locky  and  John  Houjlon >  Efqrs.  the  revd.  Dr.  Zubly ,  Noble  Wimberly 
Jones ,  and  Lyman  Hally  Efqrs.  duly  and  fairly  ele&ed,  as  the  De¬ 
legates 
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Archibald  Jhi/fcCzT  7  auJ,hon’fe  and  re<lui,‘e  thc  fa‘d 

Noble  Wimberlv  7  ‘  d  ^ a” THoufton>  Ei(lrs-  the  rev.  Dr.  Zubly, 

them  imS/T’  “  •  Ha“ ’  E%s  °r  any  three  of 

there  to  Take  thJ  f  IT"  J°  *  faid  Cit7  of  Philadelphia,  and 

6wj;  Tthe  r  SPS  the  ^^ives  of  the  Province  of 
Georgia,  in  the  General  Congrefs  now  llttino-  tn  A*  *  r  a  •  ■ 

and  concur  with  the  feveral  Delegates  fro^th  ot  oS^nd 
Provinces  upon  this  Continent  in  ,11  r  u  unler  Colonies  anu 

/hall  appear  eligible  and  lit  at  this  -,1,/  ^  ™a.tters  and  thlnga  as 

ration*  ifh  defeL  °f  -  ^ss.yrd  t  a 

s:anhnsr coriftitutionai  **-*«■ b— 

WVf! We  3nd  gra,U  t0  the  faid  Archibald  Bullock ,  and  John 

SanHrl  "Ef  X,1|;  ^  Wimberly  Jones.. /and 

nour  ndl’lV  qrS'  °r  My  three  °f  them’  Jn  whofe  fidelity  ho- 
in  the  ab>hty,  we  very  much  confide,  our  full  and  whole  power 
ut  the  premiffes;  and  do  promife  and  engage  in  behalf  of  ou  lelv 

v  i  of  Tel  T  (*e  Inhabitants  of  the  Pro! 

lee  of  Georgia)  under  the  facred  ties  of  virtue,  honour  and 

love  of  our  country,  to  abide  by,  enforce,  and  carry  into’  exe, 

pmyfo  to  do  aiVl°Ur  I3'  lhernfclUe  and  “Pence  of  Life  and  Pro- 
peny  10  to  do,  all  and  whatfoever  our  faid  Delegates  or  any  three 

®/rJ  c  1 in  •COnCU,rr®nCe.Wlt-h  the  reft  of  Delegates  froJthe  fe- 
ai  lT!  Provinces  upon  this  Continent  Ihall  refolve  and 

Continental’  f’  ^  r’3  be/Sreed  and  refolved  upon  by  the  faid 
Continental  Congrefs  now  fitting  in  Philadelphia  aforefaid,  while 

u.  faid  Delegates  or  any  three  of  them  fhall  be  fo  fitting. 

by  jf  Members"'0  1  °ay °f  >>  >775- 

thaTcoi^1683!^-^0"1  l''ir(lnia  apP°h‘ted  by  a  Convention  of 

dentiS  h’  f  R,chmond’  **&*#">  1775.  produced  their  Cre¬ 
dentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

Virginia.  In  Convention ,  Augujl  41.  1775. 

The  Convention  being  about  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  Depu- 

Jg,  °  p?refent  tl?*8  ,C,°!ony  in  General  Congrefs,  Edmund  Pen- 

l  '  expreired  his  moll  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 

honour  done  h,m  m  two  former  appointments  to  that  important 

l  ,  .  ’ ,  ’  “account  of  the  declining  ftate  of  his  health,  entreat- 

o  be  exculed  from  the  prefent  nomination,  which  excufe  beino- 
accepted,  o 

-  gefil™d  unanimoufiy.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are 

PendletoT  Ff  T  ,Vfhngton,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Edmund 
thb  ciu f •qn’*,  th,ree  0/ thf  worthy  Deputies,  who  reprefented 

f  m  ^  ate  Contmcntal  Congrefs,  for  their  faithful 
,"“7  that  ortant  t  ft>  and  this  body  ar£_  on]y  ,nduced 

\  Miipeqfc  with  their  future  fervices  of  the  like  nature,  by  the  ap¬ 
pointment 
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^ointment  of  the  two  former  to  other  offices  in  the  public  fervice, 
incompatible  with  their  attendance  on  this,  and  the  inform  ftate  of 

health  of  the  latter.  . 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  or  Deputies 

to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs  for  one  Year,  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the  Depu¬ 
ties  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into  the  Ballot-box,  Mr, 

Robert  Carter  Nicholas ,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton ,  and  Mr.  Adams 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  Ballot-Box,  and  report  upon  whom 
the  majority  fell,  who  retired,  and  after  fome  time  returned  into 
Convention,  and  reported,  that  they  had  according  to  order  ex¬ 
amined  the  Ballot-Box,  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows : 

For  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph ,  Efq.  89 
Richard  Henry  Lee ,  Efq.  88 
‘ Thomas  Jcfferfon ,  Efq.  85 
Benjamin  Harr  if  on,  Efq.  83 
‘Thomas  Nelfon ,  Efq,  66 
Richard  Bland ,  Efq.  6 1 
George  Wythe ,  Efq.  58 

Rejolved ,  That  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph ,  Richard  Henry  Lee , 
Thomas  Jcfferfon ,  Benjamin  Harrifon, Thomas  Nelfon,Ri chard  Bland , 
and  George  Wythe ,  Efqrs.  be  appointed  Deputies  to  reprefent  this 
Colony  in  General  Congrefs  for  one  Year,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  for  fuch  time  and  to  fuch  place  or 
places  as  may  be  thought  moft  proper. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Deputies  or  any  four  of  them  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  reprefent  this  Colony. 

Saturday ,  Auguft  12.1775.  • 

Richard  Bland,  Efq.  returned  this  Convention  his  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour  they  had  pleafed  a  third  -.ff 
time  to  confer  on  him,  by  appointing  him  one  of  the  Deputies  to 
reprefent  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs,  and  faid  this  frefh  In- 
ftance  of  their  Approbation  was  fufficient  for  an  old  Man,  almoft 
deprived  of  light,  whole  greateft  ambition  had  ever  been  to  leceive 
the  plaudit  of  his  Country,  whenever  he  fhoukl  retne  fiom  the 
public  ftage  of  life  :  That  the  honourable  teftimony  he  lately 
received  of  this  approbation,  joined  with  his  prefent  appointment, 
Ihould  ever  animate  him,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  to  fupport  the  glo¬ 
rious  caufe  in  which  America  is  now  engaged,  but  that  his  ad¬ 
vanced  Age  rendered  him  incapable  of  taking  an  a£five  part  in 
thofe  weighty  and  important  concerns,  which  muft  neceflarily  be 
agitated  in  the  great  Council  of  the  United  Colonies;  and  there¬ 
fore  begging  leave  to  decline  the  honour  they  had  been  pleafed  to 
confer  on  him,  and  defiring  that  fome  Perfon  more  lit  and  able 
might  fupply  his  place. 

Refolved  unanimoufly ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are 
iuftly  due  to  the  faid  Richard  Bland ,  Efq.  .one  of  the  worthy  De- 
•  putie.s 
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PTefq  fn  f  ^lls  C°l°ny  in  the  late  Continental  Con- 

bodv’ar/  \S  aitnful  difcharge  of  that  important  trail,  and  this 
pi  on  y  m  uced  to  difpenfe  with  his  future  fervices  of  the 

iKe  nature,  on  account  of  his  advanced  Age. 

.  Tuefday,  Auguf  15,1775. 

1  ne  Convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  to 
l  eprefent  tins  Colony  in  General  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  Richard 
Bland  Efq.  who  hath  religned,  and  the  Members  having  prepar¬ 
ed  tickets  with  the  name  ot  the  Deputy  to  be  appointedf  a  Com 

examine  the  Ballot-box,  and  report  on 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee ,  Efq.  37 
Carter  Braxton ,  Efq.  36 

Re  Jo  he  d,  That,  the  faid  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee ,  Efq.  be  appoint- 
ed  a  Deputy  to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs. 

™£ned>  John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  the  Convention . 

,  Tae  -h^eJegates  from  Maryland  alfo  produced  the  Credentials  of 
tneir  appointment,  which  were  read  and  approved  as  follows : 

.  Ata  fleeting  M  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  feveral  Coun- 
7/w01~/tae  ,Province  of  Maryland,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis ,  on 
Wednefday  the  26th  of  July  1775,  anci  continued  till  the  14th  Da-' 
of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year.  J 

Refohed,  That  the  Hon.  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq.  and  Tbo?nas 
Johnfon ,  jun.  Robert  Goldjhorough,  William  Paca ,  Samuel  Chafe, 
‘Thomas  Stone,  and  John  Hall,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  them 
be  Deputies  to  reprefent  this  Province  in  Continental  Congrefs,  and 
that  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  have  full  and  ample  power 
to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which  fuch  Congrefs  fhall 
deem  neceffary  and  effedual  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  griev¬ 
ances  ;  and  further  we  do  authorife  our  faid  Deputies  to 'reprefent 
and  a 61  for  this  Province  in  any  Continental  Congrefs,  which  mar 
be  held  before  the  25th  Day  of  March  next. 

Signed,  G.  Duvall,  Clerk . 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  only  172,520  Dollars  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  Pay-maller  General  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ar¬ 
my  in  the  Maf'achufetts  -  B  ay ,  and  that  the  General  was  under  great 
difficulty  for  want  of  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennfylvania  do  immediately 
fend,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  Pay-maller  General,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Army  in  the  Maf'achufetts -Bay,  the  fum  of  527,480 
Dollars,  which  with  that  fent,  will  make  up  the  fum  of  700,000 
Dollars  voted  at  the  1  alt  feffion. 

Sundry  letters  received  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs  were 
produced  and  read,  viz* 

Two 
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Two  from  General  Wajhington ,  No.  4,  and  5,  with  fundry  en- 
dofed  papers  ;  four  from  General  Schuyler ,  16th  and  2  ill  of  July , 
and  2d  and  31ft  of  Augujl,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

One  from  Meflrs  L.  Morris ,  and  /.  of  6th  September, 

One  from  G.  Bedford ,  Deputy-Muller-Maller  General,  with 

enclofed  Papers.  .  .  .  r  .  ..  .  . 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  the  Deputies  of  the  feveral  diflimts  in  the 

jfland  of  Bermuda,  dated  12th  of  Augujl,  with  an  account  of  the 
provilions  imported  and  expended  in  that  ifland  for  three  yeais  laa 
pall,  taken  from  the  Cullom-houfe  Books,  and  an  eftimate  of  the 
Provifions  necelfary  for  the  fupportof  the  inhabitants  for  one  year. 

A  memorial  from  Janies  Stewart  and  Samuel  Jackfon ,  owners 
of  the  Ship  Friendjhip,  Thomas  Jann,  Mailer,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  the  faid  Ihip,  on  the  28th  of 
Augujl  lall,  failed  from  Maryland  with  a  cargo  of  Tobacco,  but 
being  overtaken  by  the  late  ilorm,  fhe  was  driven  on  fhoals  and 
much  damaged,  and  got  into  Hampton  road,  with  the  lofs  of  all 
her  malls,  and  praying  that  the  memorialills  may  be  allowed  to 
unload  faid  Ihip,  and  that  after  being  refitted  Ihe  may  take  the  faid 
cargo  on  board,  and  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  above  memorial. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  cargo  be  unloaded  under  the  infpe&ion 
of  the  Committee  of  Norfolk ,  and  that  the  faid  Ihip  being  refitted 
be  allowed  to  take  faid  cargo  on  board  again  and  proceed  on  her 
voyage,  and  in  cafe,  on  examination,  the  faid  Ihip  is  condemned 
as  unlit  for  Sea,  that  the  faid  cargo  be  put  on  board  fome  other 
Velfel, under  the  Infpedlion  of  the  Committee  aferefaid  and  exported. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  on 
Board  the  Mary  and  Elizabeth ,  capt.  N.  Falconer  from  London , 
fundry  cafes  containing  his  books,  papers  and  houfhould  furni¬ 
ture,  which  were  in  his  ufe  when  he  lived  in  London ,  and  which 
were  imported  for  his  own  ufe  and  not  for  fale;  and  it  being  fub- 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs,  whether  fuch  Impor¬ 
tation  is  comprehended  within  the  fil'd  article  of  Alfociation, 

Refolved ,  That  fuch  importation  is  not  to  be  comprehended 
within  the  meaning  of  the  faid  fir  11  Article  of  the  AiTociation,  and 
that  the  faid  books,  papers,  and  furniture  may  be  landed  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  owner. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  IVeftmor  eland, 
in  the  Province  of  P en nfy Ivania^  was  prefented  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  September  14.  1775* 

A  number  of  Letters  received  by  feveral  Members,  during  the 
the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  being  produced  were  read. 

Firf,  A  letter  from  Jofeph  Hawley,  Efq;  excufing  his  not  add¬ 
ing  as  a  Commifiioner  for  Indian  affairs,  on  account  of  his  bad  Hate 
of  health.  Second , 
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Second^  A  Letter  from  Elifha  Phelps ,  appointed  a  Commiflary 
le  _^r^lern  Army  by  Governor  Trumbull ,  in  purfuance  of  an 
or  er  o  Congrefs  together  with  a  copy  of  his  commiffion  and  ap¬ 
pointment. 

Mf  ^  ^  ^rom  7  Reade.  Efq;  Secretary  to  General 

Wajhingtotiy  among  other  things  intimating  the  defire  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral,  that  the  cloathing  lately  intercepted  by  the  Committee  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  fhould  be  forwarded  to  the  Camp  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Army. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  cloathing  be  immediately  forwarded 
under  a  proper  guard,  by  the  Delegates  of  Pennfylvauia  to  Gene- 
xal  IV afhing t o n  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  Army. 

Fourth ,  A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  New-Yorkf 
with  an  encl o fed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Wafhingtcn . 

Thefe  being  taken  into  confideration. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennsylvania  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  Congrefs  to  morrow  an  account  of  the  Powder  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  United  Colonies  received,  and  how  it  is  difpofed  of/  alfo 
an  Account  of  all  the  Powder  nowin  this  City. 

Refolved ,  That  Edward  Flemming ,  Efq.  be  appointed  De¬ 
puty  Adjutant  General  for  the  Army  in  the  New'Tork  or  Northern 
Department,  with  the  rank  of  a  Colonel,  and  that  the  Prefident 
make  out  a  Commiffion  for  him  accordingly  and  forward  the  fame 
by  the  firfl;  opportunity. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Prefident  forward  to  General  Schuyler  four 
hundred  blank  commiffions  for  the  officers  in  his  army  to  be  by 
him  filed  up,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congi*efs. 

Fifth i  Sundry  letters  from  General  Schuyler,  which  being  ta¬ 
ken  into  confideration, 

Refolved ,  That  Samuel  Stringer ,  Efq.  be  appointed  Director 
of  the  hofpital,  and  chief  Phyfcian,  and  Surgeon,  for  the  Army 
in  the  Northern  Department. 

That  the  Pay  of  the  faid  Samuel  Stringer  as  Director,  Phyfci¬ 
an,  and  Surgeon,  befour  Dollars  per  day. 

That  he  be  authorifed  and  have  power  to  appoint  a  number  of 
Surgeons- Mates  under  him  not  exceeding  four. 

That  the  Pay  of  faid  Mates  be  two  thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  day. 
That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conftant  Pay,  unlefs  the  fick 
and  wounded  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  conftant  attendance 
of  four,  and  to  be  diminiffied  as  circumftances  will  admit,  for  which 
reafon  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day^  that  they  may  only  receive  pay 
for  adtual  ferv’ce. 

That  the  Deputy  Commiflary  General  be  directed  to  pay  Dr. 
Stringer  for  the  medicines  he  has  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  army, 
and  that  he  purchafe  and  forward  fuch  other  medicines  as  General 
Schuyler  (hall,  by  his  warrant,  di'rcdt,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  Army. 
That  Mr.  Dyer ,  Mr.  Lynch ,  Mr.  fay,  Mr.  J.  Adams ,  and 

Mr*' 
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Mr.  Lewis,  be  a  Committee  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  Ap¬ 
plying  the  continental  army  with  medicines. 

The  delegates  for  P ennfylvania  appointed,  at  the  Idil  fefiicn, 
a  Committee  to  fettle  and  pay  the  expences  incurred  for  raifing 
and  arming  the  riffle  companies,  as  well  as  thofe  incurred  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  a  refolve  for  raifing  a  company  of  Huffars,  and  for  ex- 
preffes,  <frc.  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  on  account  of  fundry  dif¬ 
ficulties  they  had  not  executed  that  fervice,  and  defired  that  fome 
members  from  other  colonies,  where  debts  have  been  contracted, 
may  be  added  ;  whereupon, 

Refolve d.  That  Mr.  Chafe ,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Cf  * ane ,  Mr.  Jeiy, 
and  Mr.  Deane ,  be  added  to  the  delegates  for  P ennfylvania,  and 
that  any  five  of  them  be  a  quorum  to  fettle  and  pay  the  above  ac¬ 
counts,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  Congrefs. 

The  Delegates  from  the  Colony  of  Georgia  informed  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  agreable  to  an  order  from  their  conftituents,  they  had 
fundry  papers  from  that  colony  to  lay  before  the  Congrefs. 

The  papers  being  produced  were  read. 

The  commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department 
having  tranfmitted  to  the  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  a  treaty  held 
with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albajty  in  Auguft,  the  fame  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  letter  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Meffrs.  L.  Morris  and  J.  Wilfon  of  the  6th  inftant. 

Refolved,  That  col.  Lewis  Morris ,  who  is  now  at  Pittjhurg, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  a£t  as  a  commiffioner  for  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  middle  department  at  the  treaty  propofed  to  be 
held  there  on  the  23th  inftant.  Dr.  Fra?iklin  the  ftanding  commif¬ 
fioner  not  being  able  to  attend. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  write  to  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon 9 
and  inform  them  of  the  foregoing  refolution. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Fri  day,  September  15,  1 7 75. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  be  appointed  a  commif¬ 
fioner  for  Indiaji  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  the  room  of 
P.  Henry ,  Efq;  who  has  declined  that  fervice. 

The  Delegates  from  Georgia  .informed  the  Congrefs,  that  when 
the  Convention  of  that  colony  agreed  to  <  nter  into  the  Continental 
Affociation  they  refolved,  among  other  things,  “  that  if  any  veffel 
arrived  from  Great  Britain ,  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the 
fixth  of  Auguft ,  the  goods  imported  fhould,  at  the  option  of  the 
importer  either  be  refhipped,  or  put  into  ftore  and  there  remain, 
until  the  Congrefs  determined  what  fhould  be  done  with  them.” 
That  during  that  time  two  veffels  had  arrived  writh  goods,  which 

were  ftored  they  therefore  defired  the  determination  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs  on  that  matter. 

After  fome  debate  thereon, 

C  c  Refolved , 
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Refolded ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of 
gla  to  caufe  the  cargoes,  which  have  arrived  there  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  or  Ireland  between  the  fixth  day  of  July  and  the  fixth  day  of 
Auguft,  at  the  election  of  the  proprietors,  either  to  be  fent  back 
or  fold  at  public  auction;  that  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  fuch 
Tales  the  proprietors  or  fhippers,  be  paid  the  prime  coft  of  faid  car¬ 
goes  and  all  charges  attending  the  fame,  and  that  the  overplus  be 
retained  by  the  faid  Convention  and  by  them  applied  toward  put¬ 
ting  their  province  into  a  pofture  of  defence. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  September  1 6,  1775. 

The  delegates  from  New  Hampftoire  attended  in  Congrefs  and 
produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and 
are  as  follows  : 

Colony  of  New  Hampfflire,  in  Congrefs  at  Exeter,  Augujl  23,  1775. 

V oted ,  That  Col.  Jofiah  Bartlet  be  appointed  in  the  room  and 
Head  of  John  Sullivan ,  Efq;  now  engaged  in  the  army,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  capt.  John  Langdon  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies  at  Philadelphia ,  and  that  either 
of  them,  in  the  ab fence  of  the  other,  have  full  power  to  reprefent 
this  colony  at  faid  Congrefs, 

Signed ,  Matthew  Thornton,  Prefident . 

A  True  copy  from  the  journal. 

Atteft.  E.  Thomson,  Secretary , 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Wajhington  No.  4,  5,  and  6,  and  one  fince  received,  but  not 
numbered  ;  and  after  debate. 

Refolded ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  them  be  deferred 
till  Monday  next. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Wednefday  next  take  into 
confideration  the  (late  of  the  trade  of  America . 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next  nine  o’clock. 

Monday,  September  18,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  riffle 
men,  Ac.  laid  before  the  Congrefs  the  account  of  Mr.  Weft  and  Mr. 
Donald fon,  amounting  to  5303^-!  dollars,  money  by  them  ad¬ 
vanced  for  the  purchafe  of  riffles  and  fhirts,  Ac.  for  the  privates 
of  feveral  companies,  which  is  charged  to  the  refpe&ive  compa¬ 
nies,  and  for  blankets  and  ammunition  fupplied  them,  which  is 
charged  to  the  Continent,  which  account  the  Committee  have  ex¬ 
amined  and  find  juft. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Committee  pay  the  above  account. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  letters  from  General  * Schuyler,  dated 
IJle  aux  Noix ,  Sept.  8th,  and  the  fame  being  read, 

Refolved % 
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Refohed ,  That  the  confideration  of  the  Letters  from  Gene- 
ral  Wafhington  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  take  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  letters  from  General  Schuyler. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  September  19.  1775* 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  General 
Schuyler . 

Ordered ,  That  the  Secretary  publifh  an  authentic  account  of 
the  intelligence  received. 

Refohed ,  That  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr.  Chafe ,  Mr.  Rutledge ,  and 
Mr.  Jay ,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  letter  to 
General  Schuyler . 

A  motion  being  made  in  behalf  of  one  CoL  John  Fenton ,  who 
had  been  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  Convention  of  Nenu-Hampfloire, 
for  being  concerned  in  meafures  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  who,  by  order  of  the  General,  now  remains,  on  his 
parole,  a  prifoner  at  Hartford ;  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go 
to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland . 

Refohed ,  That  General  Waflnngton  be  infthnSted  to  difeharge 
the  faid  Col.  John  Fenton  from  cuftody,  on  his  giving  his  parole 
of  honour  to  proceed  to  New-Torh,  and  from  thence  to  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland ,  and  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  good 
people  of  this  Continent. 

Refohed ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  letters  from  General  Wafhington. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  September  20.  1775* 

Refohed ,  That  the  Prefident  write  to  the  Provincial  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Nenv-Tork,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  dire&ing  them 
immediately  to  equip  and  fend  forward  the  whole  of  the  Troops 
ordered  to  be  raifed,  to  join  General  Schuyler  with  all  poilible  ex¬ 
pedition. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  General  Schuy¬ 
ler,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  debated,  corre&ed,  and 
approved. 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  figned  by  the  Prefident  and  forwarded 
immediately. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler* s  Letter,  and  of 
the  enclofed  papers,  and  of  the  letters  lent  to  General  Schuyler , 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Wafhington . 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letters  from  gen. 
Wajhington. 

Rejohed ,  That  Mr.  Gridley  have  a  commillion  as  colonel  of 
the  artillery. 

v  That 
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That  the  appointment  of  a  Brigadier- General  be  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

The  fubjedt  of  tiade  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponcd. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  21,  177^. 

The  Committee  of  accounts 
accounts,  viz * 

.  An  account  of  Timothy  Matlock  employed  as  a  clerk,  amount- 
mg  to  162  dollars.  *  * 

An  account  of  James  Milligan,  for  fundry  fail-cloth,  Ruffia 
meeting,  oznabngs,  isc.  bought  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Wilfon  by 
order  of  the  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Continental  army  a- 
mounting  to  4842  3  dollars. 

90 

An  account  from  the  Committee  of  Berks  advanced  for  fundry 
riffle  companies,  amounting  to  5521,1  dollars,  including  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  advanced  to  Colonel  Thompfon. 

Ordered ,  lhat  the  two  firft  be  paid  immediately,  and  that  the 
lall  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  examination,  and  if 
found  juft  that  they  pay  it. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  Brigadier-General  be 
deferred. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  General’s 
letters,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Refohedy  That  General  Wajhington  be  ordered  to  iffue  com- 
rmffions  to  Majors  Box,  Scammel,  and  Brewer,  as  Brigade  Majors. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Judge-Advocate  in  the  army  in  the  Maf- 
fachufets-Bay,  for  himfelf  and  his  clerk  be  fifty  dollars  per  month, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

That  a  Committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  memorial  of  the  Commiffary  General,  and  report  their  opinion 
on  the  beft  means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  provilions. 

The  ballots  being  brought  in  and  examined,  the  following  per- 
fons  were  eledted,  viz .  Mr.  Willing ,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  P.  Livingjlon 
Mr.  Cufhing ,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

Refolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be  impowered  to  nominate 
and  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  the  office  of  Brigade  Major  in  the 
army  under  his  command,  and  to  iffue  a  commiffion  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  take  into  conli- 
deration  the  flate  of  the  trade  of  North- Americq. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  22,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  Andrew 
M'Nair,  door-keeper,  for  his  fervice,  ampunting  to  57.8  dollars, 
is  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  New-York ,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed. 

One  from  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  dated  Pittjburgh ,  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  with  fundry  papers  enelofed. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pe?infylvania  having  informed  the 
Congrefs  that  they  have  taken  into  cuftody  Major  Rogers,  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  King’s  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafe  the  Committee  find  nothing  againft 
Major  Rogers ,  except  that  of  his  being  a  half-pay  officer,  he  be 
difcharged  on  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  America  in  the  prefent  controversy  between  Great* 
Britain  and  America . 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America,  and  report  their  opi¬ 
nion. 

That  the  Committee  confift  of  feven. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  perfons 
were  chofen,  viz.  Dr.  Franklin ,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge ,  Mr.  Jay ,  Mr. 
Randolph ,  Mr.  Johnfon ,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Willing . 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  the  account  of  William 
Shad,  amounting  to  48  dollars  for  his  fervices  as  meffenger  laft 
feffion,  is  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  account  be  paid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

SatupvDAy,  September  23,  1775. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a 
quantity  of  woolen  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  the  amount 
of  five  thoufand  pounds  fieri  ing. 

That  the  faid  goods  when  bought,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Quarter-Mafters  General  of  the  Continental  armies,  and  that  the 
fame  be  by  them  fold  out  to  the  private  foldiers  of  faid  armies,  at 
prime  coft  and  charges,  including  a  commiffion  of  five  per  centum 
to  the  faid  Quarter-Mafters  General  for  their  trouble. 

That  the  Committee  confift  of  five. 

The  ballot  being  taken  and  examined  the  following  members 
were  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop ,  Mr.  Willing ,  Mr.  Deane ,  and 
Mr.  Langdon . 

The  Committee  pf  Claims  produced  two  receipts  for  money- 
received  of  James  Whitehead. 

One  figned  by  Richard  Brown,  a  Captain  of  one  of  the  riffie 
companies  from  Maryland,  for  fifty  pounds  Peivifylvania  curren¬ 
cy,  133I  dollars.  > 

The  other  figned  by  Michael  Crcjfop ,  a  captain  of  the  other 
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riffle  company  from  Maryland ,  for  one  hundred  pounds  Petin- 
fylvania  currency,  266|  dollars,  received  for  the  ufe  of  their  re- 

lpe£tive  companies  marching  to  Ca77ibridge  in  the  Continental  fer- 
vice. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid  to  James  Whitehead, 
and  charged  to  the  refpe&ive  companies. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and. 
means  of  fupplying  the  army  with  medicines,  do  buy  a  parcel  of 

diugs  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rapalje ,  which  he  offers  at  the  prime 
■colt.  r 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  Septej?iher  25,  1775. 

The  Congrcfs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  General 
Wajhington,  No.  5,  and  6,  and  two  others  not  numbered. 

Refohed,  1  hat  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
an  anfwer. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  Members- 
werechofen,  viz .  Mr.  Lynch ,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  claims  having  reprefented  to  the  Congrefs, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  order  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  firft  of 
Auguft  laft,  they  have  drawn  out  of  the  Treafury  the  fum  of  10,000 
dollars,  and  that  over  and  above  they  have  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
ers  for  the  further  fum  of  1,926!  dollars,  to  difcharge  fundry 
accounts,  which  the  Congrefs  ordered  them  to  pay,  they  there¬ 
fore  move  that  the  Congrefs  will  iffue  an  order  for  the  fame  to  in¬ 
demnify  the  treafurers. 

The  Congrefs  taking  this  matter  into  confideration, 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee’s  draughts  for  the  above  fum 
fye  deemed  valid,  and  allowed  good  in  the  treafurers  accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in  different  from  thofe  committed  to 
the  foregoing  Committee  to  liquidate,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  the 
accounts  of  the  Continent  be  put  into  a  proper  train  of  liquidati¬ 
on  and  fettlement,  in  order  for  payment. 

Refohed,  That  a  Committee  of  accounts  or  claims  be  now 
appointed  toconfift  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  whom  all  accounts  agai  n  ft  the  Continent  are  to  be  refer¬ 
red,  who  are  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  fame,  in  order  for 
payment,  feven  of  them  to  be  a  quorum. 

That  the  Committee  conh'ft  of  the  following  members,  viz.  Mr. 
Langdon ,  Mr.  Cujhing,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Deane ,  Mr;  Lewis,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Willing ,  Mri  Rodney ,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr. 
Gadfden,  and  Dr.  Znhly. 

That  the  former  Committee  deliver  to  the  Committee  now  ap¬ 
pointed,  all  the  books,  accounts,  and  papers  in  their  hands. 

The  Delegates  from  Pennfylvania  produced  an  account  of  the 
powder  imported,  and  how  it  has  been  difpofed  of. 

The 
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!  The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from 
Me/Trs.  Morris  and  Wilfon ,  of  14th  September ,  with  the  enclofed 
papers,  and  after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  referred  till  to-mor¬ 
row* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 

t  ■  * 

Tuesday,  September  26,  1775- 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for,  but  as  the  delegates  for 
Virginia  and  Pennfyhama  were  not  prefent,  the  confideration  of 
the  letters  and  papers  from  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Wilfon  was  defer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  General 

ted  the  fame,  which  was  read,  debated 

and  agreed  to. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  being  tranfcribed  be  figned  by  the 
Prefident,  and  forwarded  immediately. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journal  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs  during  the  lad  leffions,  in  order  for  the  prefs,  reported  a 
copy,  which  was  in  part  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  be  read  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  27,1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  applied  to  the  Congrefs  for  advice 
how  to  charge  fundry  accounts,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into 
confideration. 

Refolved ,  That  the  expence  of  kettles,  canteens,  and  fpoons, 
fupplied  to  the  Soldiers  be  charged  to  the  Continent. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  160,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Con- 
netticnt^  for  fupplies  iffued  by  that  colony  for  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies,  to  be  accounted  for  by  them. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  were  reafonable,  and  ought  to  be  paid. 

A  ballance  due  to  Robert  Erwin^  waggon-mafter,  amounting 
to  B87_i_  of  a  dollar. 

An  account  of  George  Frank  for  riding  exprefs,  amounting  to 
38  Dollars. 

An  account  of  the  Committee  of  Northampton  county,  for 
money  advanced  for  fundry  riffle  companies,  amounting  to 
3182  3  9  of  a  dollar. 

^90  , 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journals  of  the  laft  feffions, 
and  the  fame  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  Journal  as  now  corre&ed  be  publifhed  by 

the  Secretary,  and  that  he  fuperintend  and  correct  the  prefs. 

A  memorial 
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r  °(  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  was  prefented  and 

of  wheat  lf|?  0Il  rthat  c^artered  a  veffel  to  carry  a  load 

ffi4-  thf  fa'd  ye![d. in  §0ing  from  Philadelphia  to  Chejler- 
ZZ  'Jl  ?  and’  WaS.]oft  the  late  ftorm>  by  which  they  were 
.•  ,  a™!  ey°nmn’  before  the  Jothof  September,  the  car- 
go  which  they  had  actually  purchafed;  and  therefore  praying  for 
liberty  to  export  the  cargo  to  a  foreign  port.  5 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table . 

ofSmf0lUtr^f  the  Con;m|ttee  of  the  city  and  liberties 
tain  f  refPfaing  a"  aPPhcation  made  to  them  by  a  Cap- 

r  f  \  ,°-ia,kera  CarS°  of  flour  to  Clocejier  in-  MaJTaehu - 

fits  Bay,  were  la.d  before  the  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table . 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Friday. 

Friday,  September  29,  1775. 

,  Vt  f  etler  fr0ITl  9eneral  hVaJloingtott,  dated  the  2  I  ft  of  September,. 
wth  fundry  enclofed  papers,  being  received  by  exprefs,  was  laid 
oeiore  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the 
ioliowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

to  f5 1  ddLTs  due  t0  ^°hl  P°rJJe/l  f°r  ridln°  exPrefs>  amounting 

•m^n  acc0UI]t  of  Matthias  Slough,  for  money  advanced  to  the 
rime  companies,  amounting  to  yro  _£  4  dollars. 

An  account  of  James  Alexander  for  riding  exprefs,  a  ballance 
due  to  him,  amounting  to  j 72 dollars. 

Ordered \  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid* 

Refolved,  That  when  any  accounts  are  ordered  to  be  paid 
the  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  and  figned  by  the  orefident* 
Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three  mfmber/be  aS£d 
to  repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge ,  to  confer  with 
General  Wajhington ,  and  with  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  of  Rhode- IJland,  the  council  of  Majfachufetf s 
and  the  prefident  of  the  convention  of  Nenv-Hampjhire,  and  fuch 
other  perfons  as  to  the  faid  committee  lhall  feem  proper,  touch¬ 
ing  the  mod  effe&ual  method  of  continuing,  fupportino-,  and  re¬ 
gulating  a  Continental  army. 

Refolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  faid  Committee  be  defer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Septe?uber  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  Committee,  and 
the  ballots  being  examined,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Ur.  Franklin  were 

found 
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found  to  be  duly  ele&ed  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  two  other 
members  having  an  equal  number, 

Refolvedy  That  the  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  eleftion  of  ano¬ 
ther  member  for  the  committee,  and  that  this  rule  be  obferved  in 
all  fimilar  cafes.  / 

Accordingly  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  committee  of  exami¬ 
nation  reported,  that  Mr.  Harrifon  is  duly  ele&ed. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  inftru&ions  for  the  above  Committee. 

The  ballots  being  taken  the  following  members  were  chofen, 
Mr.  J,  Rutledgey  Mr.  Leey  Mr.  Joknfon ,  Mr.  R.  Livingfon ,  and 
Mr.  S .  Adams . 

Refolvedy  That  the  Prefident  inform  General  Wafoington  by 
exprefs,  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  appointing  a  Committee 
to  wait  on  him,  in  order  to  confult  with  him,  touching  the  moil 
effectual  method  of  continuing,  fupporting,  and  regulating  a  Con¬ 
tinental  army. 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut y  and  that  the  Prefident  therein  requeft  him  in  cafe 
he  cannot  himfelf  attend,  that  he  will  appoint  a  perfon  to  repre- 
fent  that  colony,  and  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  Congrefs 
on  the  fubjects  intruded  to  them. 

That  like  letters  be  written  to  the  council  of  Majfachufett's - 
Bay,  and  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Rhode- If  'and ,  and  to  the 
prefident  of  the  Convention  of  New-Hampfhire . 

The  Commits  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
following  accounts  ought  to  be  paid,  viz, 

A  certificate  prcfented  by  William  Hall ,  figned  by  captain 
Daniel  Morgan ,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  by  George  Kyfer  to  his 
company  ;  another  certificate  prefented  by  faid  W,  Hall ,  and 
figned  by  faid  D.  Morgan,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  his  company 
by  Mefoeck  Sexton ,  both  the  above  films  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  7  if  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  faid  Morgan  s  company. 

An  account  of  neceffaries  furnifhed  by  John  Jordan  of  Lan- 
cafery  for  captain  Rofs  and  captain  Smith's  companies  of  riffle 
men,  amounting  to  432 Dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  the  trade  of  America 
brought  in  their  report, which  was  read  and  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  OSloher  2,  1775- 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  trade,  and  after  fome  debate. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  flute 
©f  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

D  d 
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That  the  above  report  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftru&ions,  reported  a 
draught,  which  being  read  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Ordered ,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  General. 

Refolved ,  That  where  the  word  month  is  ufed,  the  Congrefs 
means  calendar  month,  by  which  the  pay  of  the  men  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Continent  is  to  be  regulated. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecond  lieutenants  in  the 
marching  regiments  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  firft  lieutenants. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Ottober  3,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the 
following  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  account  of  Frederick  Bicking  for  56  reams  of  paper  for  the 
Continental  currency,  amounting  to  3§8_4  dollars. 

The  account  of  Samuel  Boughmany  for  the  entertainment  of 
captain  Rofs* s  company,  amounting  to  14. 1  dollars. 

Two  accounts  from  the  committee  of  Frenton  for  waggonage 
and  fundry  exprelfes,  amounting  together  to  the  fum  of  103  * 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Cafper  Weitzal ,  for  expences  for 
diet  and  provifions  for  captain  Lowden’s  company  of  riffle  men, 
amounting  together  to  the  fum  of  44.6  dollars. 

Two  accounts  delivered  in  by  Miles  and  Wijler,  for  neceffariet 
furniffled  by  John  Harris ,  jun.  and  Elias  Toitnkmany  to  captain 
Bowden's  company  of  riffle-men,  amounting  to  96  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  company, 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  of  claims  further  reported  an  account  of  Fre - 
deric  Blankenberg  and  Leonard  Stein ,  retained  as  Huffars,  on 
which  they  defired  to  know  the  determination  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  named  Frederic  Blankenberg  and  Le¬ 
onard  Stein  be  allowed  to  retain  the  cloaths  made  for  them,  and 
that  over  and  above  they  be  paid  16  dollars  each,  for  the  time  they 
were  retained  in  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Commilfary  General  contrail  for  fuch 
quantities  of  beef  and  pork  as  may  be  thought  proper  by  the  Ge-' 
neral,  and  have  the  fame  falted  up  in  convenient  houfes  near  the 
camp,  according  to  his  fcheme  recommended  by  the  General  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufar.d  dollars  be 
immediately  fent  to  the  Pay  Maker  General,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  Majfach u fetts- Bay. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  who  arc  appointed  to  repair 
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to  the  camp  be  requeued  to  take  the  charge  of  the  above  fum,  or 
as  much  of  it  as  they  conveniently  can. 

Refolved ,  That  the  expences  of  the  committee  be  paid  out  of  the 
Continental  treafury. 

One  of  the  delegates  for  Rhode  Ijland  laid  before  the  Congrefs 
a  part  of  the  inftru&ions  given  them  by  their  two  houfes  of  legif- 
latiire,  Augujl  26,  1775* 

Refolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Friday  next  take  the  a- 
bove  into  ponfideration. 

Refolvedy  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp 
do  confer  with  Mr.  Rittenhoufe  and  enquire  of  him  whether  he  ap¬ 
prehends  he  can  be  of  fervice  to  the  Continent  as  an  engineer,  and 
if  he  can,  to  engage  him  and  delire  he  would  with  all  convenient 
fpeed  repair  to  the  camp. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate 
of  the  trade  of  thefe  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  October  4,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
follow  r  g  account  ought  to  be  paid. 

An  account  of  the  committee  of  Bedford  county,  for  necef, 
faries  furniT  i  to  the  company  of  riffle  men  railed  therein,  a. 
mounting  to  755/  dollars,  of  which  fum  I2  8|  dollars  ought  to 

be  charged  to  the  Continent,  and  the  remaining  fum  of  626|  Dol¬ 
lars  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Robert  Cluggage\  company, 
as  fo  much  of  their  pay  advanced  to  them. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Two  members  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count  the  money, 
for  which  an  order  palled  yefterday,  to  be  fent  to  the  Pay-Mailer 
General,  reported  that  they  found  only  189,467  dollars  ready  in 
the  treafury,  which  they  received  and  have  packed  up  ready  to 
be  fent  forward,  for  which  they  gave  their  own  receipts,  and  now 
return  the  order  drawn  by  the  Prefident. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  de- 
hred  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday., 


Thursday,  Oftober  5,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  they 
defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide¬ 
ration  the  flate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Sundry  letters  from  London  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  intercepting  two  veflels  which  are  on  their  way  to  Canada , 
laden  with  arms  and  powder,  and  that  the  committee  proceed  on 
this  bufinefs  immediately. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
following  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

An  account  of  Mrs.  St i lie  of  Trenton ,  for  the  expences  of  capt. 
Rofs  and  others,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Rofr,  until  he  makes  it 
appear  to  be  juft  and  reafonable  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the 
Continent,  amounting  to  32 Dollars. 

An  account  of  Charles  Axford ,  for  provifions  for  captain  Rofs* g 
company,  amounting  to  8  ?  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Charity  Britton ,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  gH!L  dollars. 

An  account  rendered  by  Jofeph  Clunn ,  for  provifions  for  the 
fame  company,  amounting  to  7 dollars. 

An  account  of  William  and  Thomas  Bradford ,  for  printing, 
amounting  to  178^  dollars. 

Ordered  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  Timothy  Matlack ,  of  this  city,  be  employed 
as  a  ftore-keeper,  and  that  the  implements  provided  for  the  Huf- 
fars,  and  the  tents  and  linen,  fee*  purchafed  for  the  army,  be 
put  under  his  care. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  intercepting  the 
two  veffels  bound  to  Canada ,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved y  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington  to  inform 
him,  that  Congrefs  having  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  fail¬ 
ing  of  two  north  country  built  brigs,  of  no  force,  from  England , 
on  the  nth  of  Augujl  laft,  loaded  with  arms,  powder,  and  other 
ftores,  for  Quebec,  without  convoy,  which  it  being  of  importance 
to  intercept,  defire  that  he  apply  to  the  council  of  Maffa- 
ehufetts-Bay  for  the  two  armed  veffels  in  their  fervice,  and  difpatch 
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the  fame,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  people,  ftores,  &<r.  particu¬ 
larly  a  number  of  oars,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  intercept  the  faid 
two  brigs  and  their  cargoes,  and  fecure  the  fame  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Continent;  alfo  any  other  tranfports  laden  with  ammunition, 
cloathing,  or  other  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  the  minifterial  army  or 
navy  in  America ,  and  fecure  them  in  the  moft  convenient  places  for 
the  purpofe  above  mentioned;  that  he  give  the  commander  or  com¬ 
manders  fuch  inftru&ions  as  are  neceftary,  as  alfo  proper  encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  marines  and  feamen,  that  fhall  be  fent  on  this  en- 
terprize,  which  inftru<ftions  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
or  commanders  fealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  the  fame  until 
out  of  light  of  land,  on  account  of  fecrefy. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  faid  honourable  Council  to  put 
the  faid  veflels  under  the  General’s  command  and  dire&ion,  and  to 
furnilh  him  inftantly  with  every  neceftary  in  their  power,  at  the 
expence  of  the  Continent. 

That  the  General  bedire&ed  to  employ  the  faid  veflels  and  others, 
if  he  judge  neceftary,  to  effect  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  that  he 
be  informed  that  the  Rhode- Iftand  and  Conne&icut  veflels  of  force 
will  be  fent  dire&ly  to  their  afliftance. 

That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  governor  Cooke,  informing  him  of  the 
above,  defiring  him  to  difpatch  one  or  both  the  armed  veflels  of 
the  colony  of  Rhode- Ifland  on  the  fame  ferviee,  and  that  he  ufe 
the  precautions  above  mentioned. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  governor  ^Trumbull,  requefting  of 
him  the  largeft  veflel  in  the  ferviee  of  the  colony  of  Conne&icut  to 
be  fent  on  the  enterprize  aforefaid,  acquainting  him  with  the  above 
particulars,  and  recommending  the  fame  precautions. 

That  the  faidlhips  and  veflels  of  war  be  on  the  Continental  rifque 
and  pay,  during  their  being  fo  employed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  October  6.  1775. 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Ticonderoga ,  25th 
and  28th  September ,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  orders  iflue  to  the  Continental  treafurers,  to 
collect  for  continental  bills,  a  quantity  of  filver  and  gold,  not 
exceeding  53,200  dollars  in  value,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in 
Canada . 

✓  ,  # 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  Af- 
femblies  or  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety,  to 
arreft  and  fecure  every  perfon  in  their  refpe£tive  colonies,  whole 
going  at  large  may  in  their  opinion  endanger  the  fafety  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  or  the  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered ,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  laft  refolve  be  tranfmit- 
ted  by  the  delegates  to  proper  perfons  in  their  refpe&ive  colonies 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  importation  of 
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powder  be  directed  to  export,  agreeable  to  the  Continental  AlTo- 
ciation,  as  much  provifions  or  other  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as 
they  fhall  judge  expedient  for  the  purchafe  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  New- 
Torky  refpe&ing  the  fortifications  ordered  to  be  ere&ed  on  Hudfotis 
river. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
to-morrow  morning  an  anfwer  to  the  Convention  of  New-York . 

The  following  members  were  chofen  by  ballot,  viz.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Dean ,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingjisn . 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  &c.  brought  in  a 
farther  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed,  and  the  confideration  of 
the  inftrudficxns  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode-IJland  referred  to 
this  day,  was  put  off  to  Monday  16th  initant. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  Oftoher  7,  1775. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Prefident  draw  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Francis  Lewis,  John  rhlfop,  Thomas  Willing,  Silas  Deane,  and 
John  Langdon,  Efqrs.  for  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  flier- 
ling,  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  were  ordered  to  purchafe  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Continental  army. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter 
from  the  Convention  of  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  and  debated,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-York  be  directed  imme¬ 
diately  to  render  Hudfons  river  defenfible,  that  in  doing  this  they 
be  particularly  attentive  to  form  fuch  works  as  may  be  finifhed  be¬ 
fore  the  winter  fets  in  ;  as  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  flione 
work  can  be  properly  made  at  this  advanced  feafon,  it  is  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  faid  Convention  whether  it  could  not  be 
more  cheaply  and  expeditioufly  done  by  works  of  wood  or  faf- 
cines.  If  they  fhould  think  otherwife,  that  they  be  dire&ed  to  go 
on  with  the  work  in  the  way  which  they  think  beft,  fince  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Congrefs  that  the  work  Ihould  by  no  means  be  ne- 


gle£ted. 

But  if  the  work  be  already  begun  on  the  plan  fent  us,  that  they 
render  fuch  parts  as  can  be  firft  finiflied  defenfible,  fo  that  the 
labour  be  not  thrown  away,  if  an  attack  Ihould  be  made  before  the 
whole  can  be  finifhed. 

That  the  Convention  be  directed  to  enquire  whether  there  are 
not  fome  other  places  where  fmall  batteries  might  be  ere&ed  fo  as 
to  annoy  the  enemy  on  their  paflage,  particularly,  a  few  heavy 
cannon  at  or  near  Moore's  houfe,  and  at  apoint  on  the  weft  fliore, 
a  little  above  Ver plank's  point. 

That 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  faid  Convention  to  ellablifh  at  pro¬ 
per  diftances,  polls  to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence  to  the  country, 
fn  cafe  of  any  invafion,  or  by  fignals  to  give  alarms  in  cafe  of 
danger,  and  that  they  confer  with  the  Alfembly  of  6 onneCiicut,  and 
Convention  of  New-Jerfey ,  on  the  fpeediell  manner  of  conveying 
intelligence  in  fuch  cafes,  and  receiving  alfiltance  when  necelfary. 

That  the  Convention  be  farther  dire&ed  to  take  the  moll  effec¬ 
tual  method  to  obftruCl  the  navigation  of  the  faid  river,  if  upon 
examination  they  find  it  pra&icable. 

Refolded,  That  orders  be  fent  to  Gen.  Woofer ,  in  cafe  he  has 
no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  General  Schuyler ,  that  he  immedi¬ 
ately  return  to  the  batteries  ereCting  in  the  highlands,  and  there 
leave  as  many  of  his  troops,  as  the^conduClors  of  the  work  fhall 
think  necelfary  for  compleating  them,  and  that  he  repair  with  the 
remainder  to  Ncnv-Y&rk, 

A  member  from  Penrfylvania  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  refolve 
palfed  in  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  in  thefe  words  : 

“  In  Ajfembly,  September  30.  1775. 

The  Houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  feveral  letters  fent 
down  vellerday  by  the  Governor,  acquainting  him  with  the  intru^ 
fion  of  a  number  of  people  into  this  province,  under  a  pretended 
claim  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut ,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
good  people  of  this  province. 

Refolved ,  That  the  delegates  for  this  province  be  fpecially  direct¬ 
ed  to  lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  with  the  mifehievous  ten¬ 
dency  the  purfuing  fuch  meafures  will  have,  and  procure  the  aid 
of  that  Alfembly  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this 
province,  and  prevent  furthet  intrufion  or  extenfion  of  fettlements 
under  the  faid  claim,  until  the  matter  fiiall  be  determined  by  the 
King  and  Council,  to  whom  both  fides  have  fubmitted  the  difpute. 

ExtraCt  from  the  Journals, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  AjferiblyP 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates  for  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Pennfylvania,  who  are  defired  to  report  thereon  on 
Monday  next. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  Melfrs.  Morris  and  JVilfon  of 
the  14th  of  Sept .  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday . 

Monday,  October  9,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Commilfary- General,  dated 
September  23,  1775,  was  read,  defiring  that^  500  lawful  money,, 
i666|  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Tracy ,  for  money  by  him  advanced 
to  Colonel  Arnold ,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Continent,  and  that  the  fame., 
be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered ,  That  the  JEVefident  draw  on  the  treafurers  for  the 
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above  fum  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy  y  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  as 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler y  dated  the  19th  of  September , 
with  one  enciofed  from  General  Montgomery ,  and  fundry  other  pa¬ 
pers  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  'to 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  following  members  chofen,  viz,  Mr.  J,  Adams ,  Mr.  J.  Rut - 
Mr.  Chafey  Mr.,/?.  Liyingjtan ,  and  Mr.  Deane, 
delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut  informing  the 
Congrefs,  that  they  were  not  yet  ready  to  make  a  report  on  the 
matters  referred  to  them. 

Ordered ,  That  they  prepare  and  bring  in.their  report  on  Wednes¬ 
day  next. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  JVenjj- 
Jerfey ,  that  they  immediately  raife  at  the  expence  of  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  two  battalions,  confiding  of  eight  companies  each,  and  each 
Company  of  fixty-eight  privates,  officered  with  one  captain,  one 
lieutenant,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeants,  and  four  corporals. 

That  the  privates  be  inlifted  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  calender  month,  liable  to  be  difeharged  at  any  time, 
on  allowing  them  one  month’s  pay  extraordinary. 

That  each  of  the  privates  be  allowed  inftead  of  a  bounty,  one 
felt  hat,  a  pair  of  yarn  dockings,  and  a  pair  of  fhoes*  the  men 
to  find  their  own  arms. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers,  for  the  prefent,  be  the  fame  as 
that  of  the  officers  in  the  prefent  Continental  army,  and  in  cafe 
the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  army  is  augmented,  the  pay  of  the 
officers  in  thefe  battalions  fhall,  in  like  manner  be  augmented  from 
the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  fervice. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ninp  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  10,1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  the  following  accounts  rea- 
fonable,  and  which  ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  Du  Sbnitiere ,  for  tranfiating  the  addrefs  of  the 
United  Colonies  to  the  inhabitants  of  ^uebecy  amounting  to  8 
dollars. 

William  G ovett's  account  of  the  expences  of  a  party  of  twenty- 
feven  men  efcorting  powder  to  Trenton ,  amounting  to  67.2  dollars. 

David  Rittenhoufe's  for  thirty-fix  cuts  for  Continental  money, 
amounting  to  48  dollars. 

John  Thornton's  account  of  provifions  and  ferriage  for  part  of 
captain  Rofs's  company,  amounting  to  10  dollars. 

Chrijlopher  Ludwig's  account  for  fundry  expences  in  forwarding 
powder  to  Ticonderoga,  amounting  to  41.2  dollars. 

Ordered , 
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Ordered*  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  General 
Schuyler’s  letters,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

A  motion  being  made  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  in 
the  Continental  army,  and  the  fame  being  largely  debated,  the 
determination  thereon  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow* 

Wednesday,  October  11,  1775* 

A  lift  of  the  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  read. 

The  Delegates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania  were  called  on 
to  report  on  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  yet  ready. 

Ordered ,  That  they  meet  this  afternoon  and  prepare  a  report  to 
be  laid  before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  the  following  accounts 
ought  to  be  paid,  viz. 

The  account  of  the  Committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  for  cartage, 
exprefles,  and  for  provifions  to  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  amounting 
to  98.3  dollars,  of  which  3^  dollars  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Rofs. 

James  Leflie’s  account  of  neceflaries  furnilhed  to  capt.  Rofs’a 
company,  amounting  to  14.8  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  made 
yefterday  reflecting  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  after  debate, 
the  fame  was  poflponed. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
what  fubfiftance  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in 
the  continental  fervice,  when  on  their  march,  and  in  quarters  be¬ 
fore  they  join  the  army. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rinfey,Mr.Deane,  and  Mr.  Langdon. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  to  gen.  Schuyler, 
which  being  debated  by  paragraphs  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed  and  forwarded* 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  fubfiftance,  <&c.  brought  in 
their  report,  which  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to 
be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  October  12,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  refpecting  fubfiftance  for  the  foldiers,  <bc. 

^  Refolved ,  That  each  captain  and  other  commiffioned  officer 

while  in  the  recruiting  fervice  of  this  Continent  or  on  their  march 
to  join  the  army,  fhallbe  allowed  two  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a 

E  e  dollar 
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dollar  per  week  for  their  fubliftance,  and  that  the  men  who  inlift 
(hall  each  of  them,  whilft  in  quarters,  be  allowed  one  dollar  per 
week,  and  when  on  their  march  to  join  the  army,  one  dollar  and 
one  third  of  a  dollar  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Prefident  tranfmit  to  the  Convention  of 
New-Jerfey,  blank  commiffions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  faid  Con¬ 
vention,  to  the  captains  and  fubaltern  officers  in  the  two  battalions 
to  be  raifed  in  that  colony;  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  field 
officers  be  for  the  prefent  fufpended,  until  the  Congrefs  come  to  a 
determination  on  that  matter. 

John  Penn,  Efq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  North-Carolina  ap- 
peared  in  Congrefs,  and  produced  his  credentials,  w'hich  being 
read,  were  approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

North-Carolina,  Hill/borough .  In  Congrefs ,  8 th  Sept .  1775. 

“  Mr.  Cafwell  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  as  they  had  done 
him  the  honour  to  appoint  him  treafurer  of  the  fouthern  diftricfi:  of 
this  province,  and  one  of  the  figners  of  the  public  bills  of  credit, 
his  attending  thofe  duties  would  render  it  entirely  out  of  his  power 
to  attend  the  Continental  Congrefs  as  one  of  the  delegates  of  this 
province,  he  therefore  requefted  this  Congrefs  would  be  pleafed  to 
appoint  fome  other  gentlemen  in  his  Head.  Whereupon  it  is  refolv¬ 
ed,  that  John  Penn,  Efq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  dele¬ 
gate  in  behalf  of  this  province,  in  conjunction  with  William 
Hooper,  and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efqrs.  and  that  he  be  invefted  with 
the  fame  power,  and  intitled  to  the  like  allowance,  that  the  faid 
Richard  Cafwell  would  have  been  veiled  with,  and  entitled  to,  un¬ 
der  a  former  refolution  of  this  Congrefs. 

By  order,  figned, 

Samuel  Johnson,  Prefident* 
Andrew  Knox,  Secretary . 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  their  opinion  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

Two  accounts  of  Peter  Cooper,  one  for  feveral  articles  furnilhed 
capt.  Creffop’s  company  in  Lancafter,  amounting  to  2_y  dollars, 

t0  be  charged  to  faid  company  The  other  for  thirty-four  pair  of 
boots  made  by  him  for  the  huffar  company,  amounting  to  113.*. 

dollars.  \ 

Francis  Wade’s  account  of  expences  for  himfelf  and  a  party  of 
eighteen  men  efcorting  gov.  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy  to  Nevv-York, 
amounting  to  44  c  6  5  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Affembly  or  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  raife  one  battalion  on  the  fame 
terms  as  thofe  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  and  to  be  of¬ 
ficered  in  like  manner. 

Refolved 
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Refolved ,  That  the  men  to  be  enlifted  be  furniihed  at  the  Con¬ 
tinental  expence  with  a  hunting-fhirt  not  exceeding  in  value  iy 

dollar,  and  a  blanket,  if  to  be  procured,  but  not  to  be  made  part 
of  the  terms  of  enliflment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  hate 
of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufionf  defired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  further  confidera¬ 
tion  the  date  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies. 

The  other  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed,  the 
Congrefs  adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Frida y,  Ottober  13,  3775. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  trade  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  Prefident  tefumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion  defired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

Whereupon  the  order  was  renewed. 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington  dated  5th  of  October,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  <&c.  after  fome  debate. 

Refolved ,  That  a  fwift  failing  vefiel  to  carry  ten  carriage  guns, 
and  a  proportionable  number  of  fwivels,  with  eighty  men,  befit¬ 
ted  with  all  pofiible  difpatch,  for  a  cruize  of  three  months,  and 
that  the  commander  be  inftrudted  to  cruize  ea  ft  ward,  for  inter¬ 
cepting  fuch  tranfports  as  may  be  laden  with  warlike  (lores  and 
other  fupplies  for  our  enemies,  and  for  fuch  other  purpofes  as  the 
Congrefs  {hall  direct. 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  eflimate 
of  the  expence,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  Congrefs,  and  to  con¬ 
tract  with  proper  perfons  to  fit  out  the  vefiel. 

Refolved ,  That  another  vefiel  be  fitted  out  for  the  fame  pur¬ 
pofes,  and  that  the  faid  Committee  report  their  opinion  of  a  pro¬ 
per  vefiel,  and  alfo  an  eflimate  of  the  expencc. 

The  following  members  were  chofen  to  compofe  the  Committee 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  referred 
to  Monday  next? 
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The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  fundry 
merchants  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  refpedfing  a  quantity 
of  tea  on  hand  which  were  referred  by  the  Congrefs  at  their  lait 
feflion  to  be  taken  up  at  their  next. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  intocon- 
fideration  the  faid  memorials  and  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  fads,  and 
make  report  thereon  to  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Tue  fe-  eral  matters  referred  to  this  day  were  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow,  to  which  time  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine 
o’clock. 

Saturday,  Oftober  14,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  Gene* 
ral  Washington,  and  the  papers  enclofed. 

Refolved ,  That  a  director  general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hof- 
pital  in  Maffachufetts  Bay,  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church, 
who  is  taken  into  cuftody  for  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  e- 
nemy. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  proceed  to 
the  eledion  of  a  director  general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpit- 
al,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Church. 

Refolved ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  General’s  letter 
be  poftponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  delegates  for  Connecticut  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  they 
had  met  fome  of  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to  take 
into  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  being  able 
to  come  to  any  agreement  with  them,  and  as  the  difpute  between 
the  people  of  the  two  Colonies  on  the  waters  of  Sufquehannah, 
had  proceeded  to  bloodfhed,  and  in  their  apprehenfion  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  very  dangerous  confequences  unlefs  fpeedily  prevented, 
they  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  out  of  the  other  Colo¬ 
nies  to  take  this  matter  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  this  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Qfiober  16,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  the  Convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and 
14th  inft.  being  read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration  and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and 
Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

A  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  dated  5th  inft.  with  fundry  pa¬ 
pers  enclofed  being  received  and  taken  into  confideration. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  depu¬ 
ty  pay-mailer  general  for  the  northern  army. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  do  immediately  count  and 
fend  forward  the  above  fum  under  a  guard. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  ton  of  powder  forwarded  laft  week  to  New- 
York,  be  immediately  fent  to  Gen.  Schuyler. 

.  Refolved fFhat  a  Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  con- 
fider  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  fait- 
petre. 

The  following  members  chofen,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Wifner, 
Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  earnellly  recommended  to  all  perfons,  who 
are  poffeffed  of  the  falt-petre  lately  removed  from  Turtle-Bay,  on 
the  ifiand  of  New- York  forthwith  to  fend  the  fame  to  the  prefident 
of  the  Convention  of  New -York,  to  be  manufactured  into  gunpow¬ 
der  for  the  ufe  of  the  Continental  army. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  en¬ 
quire  what  quantity  of  powder  has  been  fent  to  the  northern  army 
and  report  by  whom  fent. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  -the  feveral  matters  re¬ 
ferred  to  this  day  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Oftober  1.7,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  motion  made  lafl  Sa¬ 
turday  by  the  delegates  of  Connecticut. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Pennfylvania,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  proper 
to  be  done  by  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Jcfferfon,  Mr  Kinfey,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  ellimate  &c.  brought 
an  their  report,  which  after  debate  was  re-committed. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim 
Martin  for  provifions  .furnilhed  to  feveral  riffle  companies  59.3 
dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  governor  Cooke,  dated  9th  inlt.  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleClion  of  a  direClor  general 
and  chief  phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  in  the  room  of  DoClor  Church, 
and  the  ballots  being  examined, 

DoClor  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  was  eleCled. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  Convention  of  New- 
York,  and  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
..the  fulphur  in  that  city  be  immediately  removed  to  a  place  offafety. 
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The  feveial  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed.  D 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Ottober  18,  1775. 

The  Committee  on  the  memorials  from  fundry  merchants  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  beino- read, 
after  fome  debate,  Q 

Refokcd,  That  the  further  confiderati'on  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hamplhire  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a 
part  of  the  inftru&ions  delivered  to  them  by  their  colony,  in  thefe 
words : 

“  We  would  have  you  immediately  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Congrefs,  withrefpeft  to 
a  method  for  our  adminiftering  juftice,  and  regulating  our  civil 
police.  We  prefs  you  not  to  delay  this  matter,  as  its  being  done 
fpeedily  will  probably  prevent  the  greateft  confufion  among  us.” 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Monday  next. 

Refolvedy  That  a  juft  and  well  authenticated  account  of  the  hof- 
tilities  committed  by  the  minifterial  troops  and  navy  in  America 
iince  laft  March  be  colie&ed,  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  fadts  related,  the  number  and  value  of  the  buildings  deftroyed 
by  them,  alfo  the  number  and  value  of  the  veffels  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  bound,  which  have  been  feized  by  them  fince  that  period,  as 
near  as  the  number  and  value  can  be  afcertained,  alfo  the  flock  ta¬ 
ken  by  them  from  different  parts  of  the  continent. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  this  purpofe. 

The  members  chofen  are,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe.. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

» V  I  , 

Ti-iursday,  Oftober  19,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
following  accounts  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  account  of  the  Committee  of  Lancafter  for  fundrics  furnifh- 
ed  the  riffle  companies,  amounting  to  2213.6  dollars. 

The  account  of  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Michael 
Hillegas,  for  fuperintending  the  printing  of  the  Continental  bills 
of  credit,  amounting  to  272  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  method 
propofed  by  the  Commiffary-general  for  fupplying  the  army  with 
provisions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

It  being  reprefented  toCongrefs,  that  capt.  Ifaac  Sears  of  New- 
York,  has  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Trumbull  the  Commiffary-general, 
forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  feven  thoufand  barrels  of 

flour, 
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flour,  for  which  Mr.  Trumbull  has  not  been  able  to  pay  him,  for 
want  of  money  in  the  military  cheft. 

Refohed ,  That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  Ifaac  Sears  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  above  flour,  he  giving  bond  to  the  treafurers  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  fame  with  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  that  the  fame  be  charg¬ 
ed  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  Commiflary-general. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Sears  and  Mr.  Randal  was  laid  before  the 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday  the  2d  ofN  o- 
yember  next,  then  to  be  taken  into  conflderation. 

Refohed ,  That  capt.  Macpherfon  be  requeued  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  confer  with  gen.  Walhing- 
ton,  on  the  fubje£l  contained  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs. 

Refohed ,  That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-York  be  re- 
quefled  to  fend  to  this  Congrefs,  a  copy  of  any  order  or  proceeding 
of  theirs,  or  of  the  mayor  and  corporation  in  confequence  of  gov. 
Tryon’s  letter  to  the  mayor,  publifhed  in  the  New-York  papers, 
under  the  16th  infhan.t,  alfo  an  attefted  copy  of  faid  letter. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Oftober  20,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  General,  re¬ 
ported  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Refohed ,  That  three  hundred'  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  John 
Macpherfon  to  defray  the  expences  of  his  journey  to  the  camp,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  day  following,  were  fpent  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 
On  which,  not  being  ready  to  report,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
renewed,  and  the  Congrefs  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  23,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  yefterday  the  hon.  Peyton 
Randolph,  Efq.  fuddenly  departed  this  life, 

Refohed ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  attend  his  funeral  as  mourners, 
with  a  crape  round  their  left  arm,  according  to  the  afiociation. 

That  the  Congrefs  thus  continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of 
one  month. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  fu¬ 
neral. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

That  the  Committee  wait  on  the  revd.  Mr.  Duche,  and  requeft 
him  to  prepare  a  proper  difeourfe  to  be  delivered  at  the  funeral. 

The  delegates  for  Delaware  government  having  been  re-appoint¬ 
ed 
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cd  by  their  affembly,  on  the  21ft  inft.  produced  the  credentials  of 
*  c^r  ^e"aPP°intment,  which  were  read  and  approved. 

.  journed  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow,  and  from  thence  by  ad¬ 
journments  to  ten  o’clock  on  Wednefday. 

Wednesday,  Oftober  25,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  gen.  Wafhington,  gov.  Trumbull,  and  the 
Convention  of  New-York,  being  received  were  read. 

Plie  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  letter® 
from  the  Convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  13th  and  14th  inft. 
brought  in  a  draught,  and  the  fame  being  read  and  debated,  an 
anfwer  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Biddle,  commiffary  of  the  riffle  battalion,  4139*7 
dollars.  J 

To  James  Stewart,  for  provifions  to  riffle-men,  15.7  ditto. 

To  Jacob  Hoyler,  for  do.  to  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  18.3  ditto. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  of  Penftfylvania  informed  the  Con- 
grefs,  that  they  have  taken  into  cuftody  a  capt.  Campbell,  and  a 
3ieut.  Symes,  together  with  a  number  of  foldiers,  who  came  from 
Bofton  in  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  which  was  call  away 
on  Brigantine  beach,  and  that  from  gen.  Gage’s  inftru&ions  to 
faid  Campbell  and  Symes,  (herewith  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs)  it 
appeared  they  were  fent  to  raife  recruits  for  gen.  Gage’s  army,  and 
that  from  fundry  examinations  taken  and  fubmitted  to  Congrefs, 
it  appeared  faid  Campbell  has  heretofore  been  employed  in  the  like 
fervice,  and  has  endeavoured  to  inveigle  recruits  by  the  offer  of 
grants  of  forfeited  lands. 

The  inftruCtions  being  read. 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  publiffled. 

The  examinations  alfo  being  read. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  them  be  forwarded  to  the  Convention 
of  New-York,  with  a  recommendation  to  them  to  feize  a  Mr. 
Grant,  who  it  is  faid  is  employed  in  railing  recruits  for  general 
Gage’s  army  in  that  colony. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Hewes  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  claims. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Oftober  26,  1775. 

Ordered ,  That  the  refolution  of  the  15th  of  July  laft,  for  encou- 
raging  the  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  refoluti¬ 
on  of  the  1 8th  inft.  for  collecting  an  account  of  the  hoftilities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  minifterial  troops  and  navy,  be  immediately  pub- 
li  fired. 

Rejblved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
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confideration  the  letter  from  the  Convention  of  New* York,  dated 
20th  inftant,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  there  has  been  lately 
difcovered  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  a  mineral  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  falt-petre. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  fend  an  exprefs  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  truth  of  the  fact,  and  to  bring  a  fample  of  the  mi¬ 
neral. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  inftrucftions  given  to  the  delegates  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J. Adams,  Mr. Ward, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
date  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  refolution,  which  they  defired 
him  to  report,  and  further  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  being  read, was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Provincial  Af- 
femblies.  Conventions,  or  Councils  of  fafety,  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  export  to  the  foreign  Weil-Indies,  on  account  and  rifque  of 
their  refpeflive  colonies,  as  much  provifions  or  other  produce,  ex¬ 
cept  horned  cattle,  fneep,  hogs,  and  poultry,  as  they  may  deem 
necefiary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
falt-uetre. 

1 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmitted  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  to  their  refpedfive  Afiemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees 
of  fafety. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Commitee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  confide¬ 
ration,  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  Ofiober  27,  1775* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  New-York,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Oflober  28,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  tranfmitted  to 
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Congrefs  fome  farther  examinations  of  the  foldiers  who  came  in  the 
Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  defired  the  direction  of  Congrefs 
with  regard  to  the  officers  and  foldiers.  Whereupon, 

Refolyedy  That  capt.  Campbell  and  beat.  Symes,and  the  men  who 
came  with  them  in  the  Rebecca  andjFrances  tranfport, be  confined  in 
fuch  goals  in  this  colony,  as  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  faid  colony- 
think  proper,  and  that  faid  capt.  Campbell  and  lieut.  Symes  be 
allowed  for  their  fubfiftance  ii.  dollar  each,  a-week,  and  the  men 

one  dollar  a-week  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Continental  treafury. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  New- York  letters. 

Refohedy  That  a  company  ofmatrofles,  to  confifl:  of  a  captain, 
a  captain-lieutenant,  a  firfi:  and  fecond  lieutenant,  a  lieutenant  fire¬ 
worker,  four  ferjeants,  four  corporals,  eight  bombardiers,  fixty- 
eignt  matroffes,  one  drummer,  and  one  fifer,  be  immediately  raif- 
ed  in  New-Yorkfor  the  defence  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  to  occupy 
the  fortifications  now  erecting  in  the  highlands,  and  that  it  bs 
recommended  to  the  Convention  of  faid  colony  immediately,  to 
raife  faid  company,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  officers. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  on  account 
of  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  the  Huffar  company,  and  for  fervices 
therein  the  following  fums,  viz . 

To  James  and  Drinker,  per  account,  192.8  dollars. 

Thomas  Clifford  and  fons,  64.4  dollars. 

Ufher  and  Henry,  29.2  dollars. 

George  Fromberger,  127.3  dollars. 

William  Ogden,  73.3  dollars. 

William  Kerlin,  64  dollars. 

Samuel  Garrigues,  1  r  dollars. 

Andrew  Fegener,  266.6  dollars. 

Lewis  Kuhn,  425.3  dollars. 

Lewis  Prahl,  to  be  paid  by  his  order  to  Andrew  Bonnef, 
226.6  dollars. 

Sundries  for  finaller  fums  to  be  paid  by  T.  Matlack,  550.6  dol¬ 
lars. 

That  there  is  due  to  Rachel  Stille,  for  expences  of  a  guard  at 
Trenton  over  the  powder,  10.5  dollars. 

To  William  Holmes,  for  goods  furnifhed  the  riffle  company 
raifed  in  Cumberland,  85.6  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  to  pay  for  wood  for  the  ufe  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  22  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Rcfolvedy  That  five  of  the  Committee  of  claims,  of  which  the 
chairman  is  to  be  one,  be  empowered  to  a£f. 

Refolvedy  That  the  infpeftors  of  the  prefs  deliver  the  proof  fheets 
and  checks  of  the  Continental  bills,  to  the  Continental  treafurers, 
and  that  they  deliver  one  of  each  to  the  delegates  of  every  colony, 
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-to  be  depolited  with  the  provincial  treafurer  appointed  in  'fuch  co¬ 
lony,  and  retain  the  reft  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph,  one  of  the  falt-petre  committee  being  dead,  and 
Mr.  Morton  another,  deliring  to  be  excufed  on  account  of  his  at¬ 
tendance  in  the  houfe  of  affembly. 

Refohed ,  That  three  new  members  be  chofen  for  that  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  0  Holer  30,  1775* 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  eflimate,  and  to  fit  out 
the  veflels,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  conli- 
deration. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecond  veffel  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  on  the 
13th  inflant,  be  of  fuch  a  lize  as  to  carry  fourteen  guns,  and  a 
proportionate  number  of  fwivels  and  men. 

Refohed ,  That  two  more  veffels  be  fitted  out  with  all  expedition; 
the  one  to  carry  not  exceeding  twenty  guns,  and  the  other  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  thirty-fix  guns,  with  a  propoationable  number  of  fwivels 
and  men,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  manner,  for  the  protection  and 
defe  nee  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  the  Congrefs  fhall  direCt. 

Refohed ,  That  four  members  be  chofen  and  added  to  the  former 
Committee  of  three,  and  that  thefe  feven  be  a  committee  ,to  carry 
into  execution  with  all  poffible  expedition,  as  well  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs  palled  the  13th  inflant,  as  thofe  paffed  this  day,  for  fat¬ 
ing  out  armed  veffels. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  Convention  of  New-Jerfey  having  recommended  fundry 
gentlemen  for  field  officers  to  command  the  two  battalions  railing 
in  that  colony. 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  from  W.  Livingfton,  Efq.  dated  the  i8tb  infl.  was 
read  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow, 

Tuesday,  OHoler  31,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  6th,  13th,  14th,  and 
39th  infl.  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  further  confideration  the  trade  ofthefe  colonies, and  after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  the  Committee  having  taken  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  matter  to  them  referred,  have  come  to  certain  refolutions, 

which 
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Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  /  fj 
mornino-.  ‘t°  c°niideration  to-morrow 

£>' 


Refolded,,  That  the  appointment  of  field  ofR„  r  i  . 

~r7  »  b.  pov.“o°”'S/~« '  ' 

A  member  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  the  CoLr,t  r  7 
of  the  hon.  Affembly  of  that  colony,  in  thefe  wordT  & 

Ine  houfe  taking  into  their  further  conf, deration  the  .efolve 
find  h  a  bat.taIl0n  in  this  Province  for  general  fervice' 

tains  foTtLrpurpoT0"163  ft°Uld  advanced  b7  tlle  Several  cap’ 

Nfhed  therefore,  That  the  Congrefs  be  requefted  to  order  a 

d^ktroZ  m0ney  t0  b£  PUt  :nto  the  h-d«  of  the  Committee 
battalion.  ‘  ^  pWVlnce’  to  be  immediately  applied  in  railing  faid 

Extracf  from  the  minutes, 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Jffembly.” 

next 'ffVed’  That  the  conrideration  thereof  be  referred  to  Friday 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

V/ednesdav,  November  I.  i  y  y  r . 

A  letter  from  gen.  Walhington  by  exprefs,  with  an  account  of 
the  burning  of  Falmouth,  was  read.  account  ot 

Ordered,  ihat  a  copy  be  forwarded  by  the  delegates  to  their 
refpcctive  Aflembhes,  Conventions,  and  Committees* of  fafety. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  conference  with  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings  was  read.  01 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

he  Congrefs  taking  into  conhderation  the  report  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole.  *  c 

Refolved,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be  exported 
(  xcept  from  colony  to  colony,  under  the  diredion  of  theCom- 
mittees  of  infpedion  and  obfervation,  and  (except  from  one  -mr 
to  another  of  the  fame  colony)  before  the  firft  day  of  March  next 
without  the  permiffion  or  order  of  this  Congrefs  provTded Thai 
not  mg  erein  contained  (hall  be  conftrued  to  vacate  the  refoluti 
ons  of  Congrefs  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition  £ 

wa^Sh  cTor  ew'Y°ikA the  •three  lower  counties 

t)f  the  bene'it  U  ^  ,Gt’orS!a>  0USht  not  to  avail  themfelves 

ot  the  benefit  a, lowed  to  them  by  tfc  late  reftrainino  ad,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  that  no  perfon  fhould  apply  at  the  cuflom-houfes  in  thofe 
colonies  for  clearances  or  other  documents,  which  other  colonies 
are  deprived  of  by  faid  reftraining  ad,  forfecuring  the  navigation 
of  veffels  with  cargoes  from  their  ports  ;  and  that  the  Prefident 
Iran fm it  to  the  Affemblies  or  Conventions  of  thofe  colonies,  copies 
of  this  refolution,  with  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  to  thofe  colo¬ 
nies  refpe&ively,  for  not  having  hitherto  taken  any  advantage  of 
the  exemptions  in  the  faid  aft  of  parliament. 

Refolved ,  That  no  rice  be  exported  under  the  exception  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  4th  article  of  the  Affociation,  from  any  of  the  United 
Colonies  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  iflands  of  Jerfey,  Guern- 
fey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Mann,  or  any  other  European  ifland,  or 
fettlemcnt  within  the  Britifh  dominions. 

Refolved ,  That  no  live  flock,  (neceffary  fea-flores,  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  Committees,  and  horfes  excepted)  be  exported  from 
thefe  colonies,  or  water  borne,  except  in  rivers,  bays,  and  founds. 

The  further  confideration  of  the  report  being  poflponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 

"The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expences  of  guards  attending  gov.  Skene, 
major  French  and  others,  and  the  expences  of  Mr.  Lundy  and 
major  French,  133.3  dollars. 

To  John  Davies,  for  provifions  and  carriage  to  three  riffle  com¬ 
panies,  1320.9  dollars. 

To  Simons  and  Henry,  for  fundries  to  riffle  companies,  2313.6 
dollars  ;  of  this  26.7  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent,  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  feveral  riffle  companies,  the  money  to  be  paid  to  Hugh 
and  George  Roberts,  per  order  of  faid  Simons  and  Henry. 

To  John  Montgomery,  56  dollars,  of  which  2.4  to  be  charged 
to  the  Continent. 

To  John  Brewfler,  Zachariah  Dubois,  and  Jon.  Brooks,  61.1 
dollars,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq; 

To  Will  iam  Sickle,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  40 
dollars. ^ 

To  capt.  Dowdle,  for  drums,  iyc,  for  his  company,  61.  i  dollars 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  refolves  of  Corlgrefs,  for  fitting  out  four  armed  veffells,  be  au- 
thorifed  to  draw  on  the  continental  treafurers  from  time  to  time, 
for  as  much  cafh  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  above  purpofe,  not 
exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  that  the 
Jaid  Committee  have  power  to  agree  with  fuch  officers  and  feamen, 
as  are  proper  to  man  and  command  faid  veffels,  and  that  the  encour¬ 
agement  to  fuch  officers  and  feamen  be  one  half  of  all  fhips  of  war 
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fivfof  wagef  by  them’  and  °ne  third  °f  a11  tranfPort  veffels  exclu- 

CoImktiS'faft  °f  3  ,diftr'a  in  No^-Scot;a,  having  chofen  a 
Conor)  f  a‘ldhavu?S  br  their  petition  applied  to  the 

niesSfortheb  rm  ^  Uf\the  4ffociatlon  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  for  the  preservation  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Refotved,  lhat  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  tbic 

matter  mto  confideration,  and  report  what  fteps  in  their  opinion  i<- 

LJgi.r.nrM^L,D“”'  Mr',a>"  *•**«- 

Refolyed,  That  the  delegates  have  liberty  to  tranfmit  to  their 
terda^1^  ^°mmitteeS  °^fafet7j  a  copy  of  the  refolution  pafled  yef- 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  fafety,  of  Pennfylvania,  ref- 
peeling  lieutenant  Symes,  was  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 


A  letter  from  Mr.  Bedford,  deputy  mutter  matter  general,  with 
iundry  mutter  rolls  being  received,  were  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  inftrudt- 
on  to  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  brought  in  their  report 
which  was  read.  r  5 

Order edy  To  lie  on  the  table. 


A  Petition  from  John  Raigs  of  Bermudas,  was  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letters  from  gen. 
Schuyler,  gen.  Montgomery  and  W.  Livingkon,  Efq. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  northward,  to  confer-  with  gen.  Schuyler,  and  to  purfue  fuch 
inftru&ions  as  may  be  given  them  in  charge  by  the  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

That  a  Committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  prepare  inftrudions  for 
the  foregoing  Committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Refilved,  That  300O  felt  hats,  3000  worked  caps,  3000  pair  of 
bucklkin  breeches,  3  000  pair  of  (hoes  3000  pair  of  yarn  hockings, 
and  3000  wsiilcoats  fuitable  for  the  feafpn,  be  immediately  purchaf- 
ed  and  fent  to  the  army,  under  the  eommand  of  gen.  Schuyler,  to 
be  fold  to  the  foldiers  at  prime  cok  including  charges  of  carriage 
and  five  per  cent  to  the  deputy  quarter  maker  general,  by  whom 
the  faid  goods  are  to  be  fold. 

Refilvedy  That  thefe  goods  be  fold  to  thofe  foldiers  only,  who 
will  rc-inlik  in  the  continental  army,  and  to  the  new  recruits. 

Refolvedy  That  as  much  duffels  or  kerfey,  as  will  make  three  hun¬ 
dred  watch  coats  be  purchafed  2.nd  fent  to  gen.  Schuyler,  with 

needles 
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needles  and  thread,  to  be  made  into  watch  coats,  and  that  thefe  be 
charged  to  the  Continent,  and  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  out  fentries. 

Refolded ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  purchafe 
the  foregoing  articles. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered ,  That  the  Committee  apply  to  the  Committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  afiiftance  in 
purchafing  the  above  articles. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge 
being  returned,  made  a  farther  report  of  their  proceedings,  where¬ 
upon. 

Refolved ,  That  Saturday  next  be  alfigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  the  date  of  the  army  at 
Cambridge. 

Refolved ,  That  the  petition  of  Mr.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Randall, 
which  was  referred  to  this  day,  be  podponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Novsviber  3,  1775- 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  New-Hampfhire  inftru£iions, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provincial  Convention 
of  New-Hsmpihire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  that  the  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it  neceffary,  eftablifh 
fuch  a  form  of  government,  as  in  their  judgment  will  bed  produce 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  mod  effectually  fecure  peace  and 
good  order  in  the  province,  duriug  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
clifpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  taking  into  confideration  the  date  of  South- 
Carolina,  and  fundry  papers  relative  thereto,  being  read  and  con- 
fidered. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  the  fame 
into  confideration,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  neceffary  to 
be  done. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Bullock,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Holliday,  for  goods  and  provifions  furnifhed  by  feveral  perfons  to 
the  riffle  companies  of  Virginia,  the  fum  £  246  112:3  Virginia 
currency,  i  22  dollars;  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged  to  capt. 
Morgan,  the  fum  of  £  169  :  1  :  7I,  and  to  capt.  Stevenfon  the  fum 
of/’  13:16:11,  and  the  remainder  to  the  Continent. 

To  Andrew  Bonner,  for  goods  furnifhed  to  capt.  Creffop’s  com¬ 
pany  by  David  Mitchell,  the  fum  of  £  67  :  4:6  and  for  provifions 
to  capt.  Stevenfon’s  company,  the  fum  of  £  3:2.6  the  lad  men¬ 
tioned  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent,  both,  amounting  to 
187.6  dollars.  Ordered , 
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Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

i  p  n^.re  s  t^ing  into  confideration  the  recommendation  from 
the  Convention  of  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  4. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  fundry  inclofed  papers,  con¬ 
taining  an  account  of  the  taking  effort  Chambly,  beln<r  received 
and  read.  0 

Refolved,'  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  prepare  indrucdions.  r 

Ordered,  That  gen.  Montgomery’s  letter,  and  the  articles  of 
capitulation  be  publilhed  by  the  fecretary. 

Committee  appointed  on  the  differences  between  the  people 

of  ennfyl  vania  and  Conne6licut,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  aead. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  made,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution. 
The  Congrefs  confidering  that  the  mod  perfeft  union  between 
all  the  colonies,  is  effentially  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
jiifl  rights  of  North-America,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  there  is 
great  danger  of  hodilities  being  commenced,  at  or  near  Wyoming, 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and  thote 
of  Connecticut.  ^  k 

Refolved,  T oat  the  aiiemDJies  of  the  faid  colonies  be  reejpeded  to 
take  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  deps  to  prevent  inch  hodilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M‘Kean  and  Mr.  Deane,  wait  upon  the  ho¬ 
norable  houfe  of  AiTembly,  of  Pennfylvania,  now  fitting  with  a  co¬ 
py  of  the  above  refolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  refolution  be  tranfmitted  by 
exprefs  to  the  magidrates,  and  people  of  Pennfylvania  and  Con¬ 
necticut,  on  the  waters  of  Sufquehannah. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  conference. 

Refolved,  That  the  new  army  intended  to  lie  before  Bodon,  con- 
fid  of  20372  men,  officers  included. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  (except  that 
of  the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  enfigns  in  the  marching  regiments) 
be  the  fame  as  in  the  prefcnt  army. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  a  captain  in  the  marching  regiment 
be,  26J  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  ditto,  be  18  dollars  per  ditto. 

The  pay  of  an  enfign  in  ditto,  be  13!  dollars  per  ditto. 

Refolved ,  That  each  regiment  confid  of  728  men,  officers  includ¬ 
ed,  that  it  be  divided  into  eight  companies,  each  company  to  con- 
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fift  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  four  ferjeants,  four 
corporals,  two  drums  or  fifes,  and  76  privates. 

Refolved,  That  a  ration  confift  of  the  following  kind  and  quan¬ 
tity  of  provifions : 

1  lb.  beef,  or  lb.  pork,  or  1  lb.  fait  fifh,  per  day. 

4* 

1  lb.  bread  or  flour  per  day. 

3  pints  of  peafe  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent,  at 
one  dollar  per  bufliel  for  peafe  or  beans. 

1  pint  milk  per  man,  or  at  the  rate  of  of  a  dollar. 

•  •  •  7  ^ 

I  half  pint  of  rice,  or  1  pint  of  Indian  meal  per  man  per  week. 

I  quart  of  fpruce  beer  or  cyder  per  man  per  day,  or  nine  gallons 
of  molafles  per  company  of  100  men  per  week. 

3  lb.  candles  to  100  men  per  week  for  guards. 

24  lb.  foft  or  8  lb.  hard  foap  for  100  men  per  week. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Aflemblies  or 
Conventions  of  the  colonies  refpe&ively,  to  fet  and  keep  their  gmr* 
imiths  at  work,  to  manufacture  go6d  firelocks,  with  bayonets; 
each  firelock  to  be  made  with  a  good  bridle  lock,  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  bore,  and  of  good  fubftance  at  the  breech,  the  barrel  to  be 
3  feet  8  inches  in  length,  the  bayonet  to  be  18  inches  in  the  blade, 
with  a  fteel  ramrod,  the  upper  loop  thereof  to  be  trumpet  mouthed : 
that  the  price  to  be  given  be  fixed  by  the  Affembly  or  Convention, 
or  Committee  of  fafety  of  each  colony,  and  that  until  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  good  arms  can  be  manufactured,  they  import  as  many 
as  are  wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Refolved ,  That  the  good  arms  of  fuch  foldiers  as  leave  the  fer- 
vice,  be  retained  for  the  ufe  of  the  new  army,  on  a  valuation  made 
of  them. 

Refolved ,  That  cloathing  be  provided  for  the  new  army  by  the 
Continent,  and  paid  for,  by  floppages  out  of  the  foldiers  wages,  at 
if  dollars  per  month,  that  as  much  as  pofiible  of  the  cloth  for  this 

purpofe  be  dyed  brown,  and  the  didinclions  of  the  regiments  made 
in  the  facings. 

That  a  man  who  brings  a  good  new  blanket  into  the  camp,  be 
allowed  two  dollars  therefore,  and  take  it  away  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign. 

Refolved ,  That  in  order  to  fupply  the  army  with  provifions,  the 
Commilfary-general  be  directed  to  caufe  cattle  and  hogs  to  be 
driven  at  proper  feafons  to  the  camp,  there  to  be  flaughtered  and 
cured,  and  as  to  the  articles  of  bread  and  flour,  that  he  proceed  in 
the  way  that  he  has  done  for  fome  time  pad. 

Refolved ,  That  fuch  officers  as  have  ferved  in  the  prefent  army 
to  approbation,  and  are  willing  to  flay,  be  preferred,  and  if  there 
are  more  of  thefe  than  are  neceffary  for  the  new  army,  that  the 
General  diftinguifh  fuch  as  he  deems  bed  qualified. 

Refolved,  d  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of 
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New  England  to  impower  the  General  to  imprefs  carriages,  velTels* 
ories,  and  other  things  neceffary  at  a  reafonable  rat°e,  for  the 
tranlportation  or  march  of  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,,  or  on  any 
i  emergency ,  and  that  this  power  may  be  deputed  in  writing 
under  the  hand  of  the  General  to  the  Quarter-maker  general,  or  to 
n^>ir\^1101  P,  icel  j  who  aie  to  be  accountable  for  any  abufe  thereof. 
Refolved ,  That  the  General  be  direded  to  propofe  to  the  officers 
now  fervmg  in  the  prefent  army,  that  they  fignify  in  writing  as 
loon  as  poffible,  which  of  them  will  continue  to  ferve  and  defend 
their  country,  and  which  of  them  will  retire,  and  that  fuch  officers 
us  propole  to  continue  m  the  femce,  and  are  approved  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral,  proceed  tomlift'  their  men  into  the  Continental  femce,  upon 
t  le  lame  pay  and  allowance  of  provifious  as  is  now  <?iven,  their  fer- 

colltmue  to  the  lafl  day  of  December,  ]  776,  fubjed  to  be 
dueharged  at  any  time  by  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  if  upon  trial  the  number  of  men  before  refolved 
on  cannot  be  railed  out  of  the  prefent  army,  then  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  new  army  recruit  their  feveral  regiments  and  com¬ 
panies  to  their  full  complement,  and  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of  the  fer- 
wce  requires  it,  that  the  General  be  empowered  to  call  forth  the 
minute-men  or  militia  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  or  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Legiflatures, 
Affemblies,  or  Conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  enad  a  law  or  pafs 
an  ordinance,  infliding  the  following  punilhments  upon  fuch  as 
haibour  deferters,  knowing  them  to  be  inch,  viz.  a  fine  upon  all 
fuch  offenders,  not  lefs  than  thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
in  cafe  of  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punifhed  with  whipping 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lafhes  for  each  offence:  alfo  that  they 
impower  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  officer  commanding  a  de¬ 
tachment  or  any  out-poll,  to  adminifter  an  oath,  and  fwear  any 
perfon  or  perfons  to  the  truth  of  any  information  or  intelligence, 
or  any  other  matter  relative  to  the  public  fervice. 

Refolved)  1  uat  any  perfon  who  lhall  apprehend  a  deferter,  and 
bring  him  to  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  upon  certificate 
thereof  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  fuch  regiment,  {hall 
be  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars  and  all  reafonable  expences  from 
the  pay-mailer  general  or  deputy  pay-mailer,  which  is  to  be  de- 
duded  from  the  pay  of  fuch  foidier. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Monday  next. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate 
of  South-Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  beino  read, 
Refolved ,  That  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  there  be  kept 
up  in  that  colony,  at  the  Continental  expence,  three  battalions 
of  foot,  each  battalion  to  conlift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and 
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officers,  and  be  upon  the  fame  pay,  and  under  the  fame  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  Continental  army. 

Refohed,  That  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  Georgia,  there 
be  one  battalion  kept  up  there  at  the  Continental  expence,  to  be 
compofed  as  the  battalions  of  South-Carolina. 

Rejohed,  That  the  faid  troops  be  infilled  to  the  31ft  day  of 
December,  1776,  fubjedl  however  to  be  difcharged  iooner  if  the 
Continental  Congrefs  {hall  think  proper. 

Refohed ,  That  the  Prefident  fign  blank  commiffions,  and  that 
the  Conventions  or,  in  their  recefs,the  Councils  of  fafety  for  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia  refpedtively,  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of 
fuch  officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  return  a  lift  thereof  ¥> 
the  Congrefs. 

Refohed ,  That  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or  re¬ 
moval  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  faid  Conventions  or,  in 
their  recefs,the  faid  Councils  of  fafety, appoint  anotherperfon  to  fill 
up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commjffion  (hall  iffue  from  the  Congrefs, 
and  that  they  return  to  the  Congrefs,  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the 
perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

Refohed ,  That  the  officers  on  the  Continental  eftablifhment  fnall, 
when  acting  in  conjun&ion  with  officers  of  equal  rank  on  the 
provincial  eftablilhment,  take  command  of  the  latter,  and  alfo  of 
the  militia  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  troops  on  the  provincial  efta- 
bliffiment  (hall,  when  acting  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  the 
militia,  take  command  and  precedence  of  the  later  of  equal  rank, 
notwithkanding  prior  dates  of  commiffions. 

Refohed ,  That  if  the  Convention  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  South-Carolina  ffiall  think  it  expedient  for  the  fecurity 
of  that  colony  to  feize  or  deftroy  and  (hall  feize  or  deftroy  any  (hip 
or  veifel  or  war,  this  Congrefs  will  approve  of  fuch  proceeding. 

Refohed ,  That  the  town  of  Charleftown  ought  to  be  defended 
again  ft  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  take  poffeffion  thereof 
by  the  enemies  of  America,  and  that  the  Convention  or  Council 
of  Safety  of  the  colony  of  South-Carolina  ought  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures,  as  to  them  (hail  feem  moft  efficacious  for  that  purpofe, 
and  that  they  proceed  immediately  to  ereCt  fuch  fortifications  and 
batteries  in  or  near  Charleftown,  as  will  be  ft  conduce  to  promote  its 
fecurity,  the  expence  to  be  paid  by  the  faid  colony. 

Refohed ,  That  if  the  Convention  of  South-Carolina  (hall  find  it 
neceftary  to  eftablifti  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  that  Convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think 
it  neceftary,  (hall  eftablifh  fuch  a  form  of  government  as  in  their 
judgment  will  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moft  effec¬ 
tually  fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  co- 
Joni.es. 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  November  6,  1775. 

.<  f.  •J^flfmb,5r  of  Pennfylvania  having  appointed  new  delegates, 

ld,d  deleSfes  Produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  and 
approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 
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Refihed,  That  the  hon.  John  Morton,  fpeaker,  John  Dickin- 
on,  Rob«  Morns,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys, 
Edward  Biddle,  Thomas  Willing,  Andrew  Allen,  and  James 

1  orl’  £.e*  an<^  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  ferve  as  reprefenta- 
tives  of  this  province  in  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes , 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  AJfe?nbly 


p  1  «  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 

iteration  the  fundry  letters  lately  received  from  the  Convention 
ot  1  c.w-  / 01  k,  and  the  ftate  of  that  colony,  and  report  what  in 
their  opinion  is  neceffary  to  be  done. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Livingflon,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  returned  from  the  camp,  and  having  agreed  to  fundry 
articles  therein  contained,  and  come  to  fundry  refolutions. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  digefl:  in  order  the  refolutions  of 
the  Congrefs,  as  far  as  they  have  gone  in  the  report,  and  lay  the 
fame  before  Congrefs  to-morrow. 

Refolved ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report,  be  refer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  what  mo¬ 
ney  remains  in  the  Continental  treafury  unapplied,  and  to  form  an 
eftimate  of  the  public  debts  already  incurred,  and  which  will  be¬ 
come  due  on  the  firft  day  of  June  next. 

That  the  committee  confilt  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Cufii- 
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The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Forbes  for  goods  and  neceffaries  delivered  to  feveral 
riffle  companies,  the  fum  ot  £  35:11:  10.  equal  to  94.9  dollars, 
of  which  fum  capt.  Cluggage  ought  to  be  charged  with^  6:2:  10, 
and  capt.  Chambers  with  £  4:  10,  the  remainder  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  that  this  is  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Blair  M‘Clenaghan. 

To  Jane  Allen,  the  fum  ot  £  47  :  o:  7,  and  to  Vendal  Lands 
the  fum  of  /  2:0:0,  both  fums  being  130.7  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq.  and  be  charged  to 
the  Continent. 
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To  Judah  Harbow  £  7:12:4,  and  to  capt.  Jackfon  £  13:4:6, 
for  neceffaries  furniffled  feveral  riffle  companies,  and  that  both  fums 
be  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Wifner>  Efq;  and  charged  to  the 
Continent,  being  52.1  dollars. 

To  Andrew  Graff,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of^*.  27:2:6,  and 
to  Chriftopher  Crawford,  for  blankets,  the  fum  ot  £  6  :  15,  both 
which  fums  to  be  paid  per  order  to  George  Graff,  and  charged  to 
the  Continent,  being  90.3  dollars. 

To  Richard  Backhoufe,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  £.  51,  be¬ 
ing  136  dollars. 

To  Miles  and  Wider,  by  fundry  certificates,  £  26:6:4,  equal 
to  70.1  dollars,  of  which  £  13  :  10.  be  charged  to  capt.  Rice’s 
company,  and  3/.  to  capt.  Creffop’s  company,  the  remainder  to 
the  Continent. 

To  Frederic  Leinbach,  by  fundry  certificates,  £  58  :  11:5, 
equal  to  156.2  dollars,  of  which  £  4  :  13  :  6,  to  be  charged  to 
capt.  Price,  £  3  :  15,  to  capt.  Stevenfon,  £  6  :  15  :  1,  to  com- 
miffary  Biddle,  until  it  appears  to  be  otherwife  accounted  for,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  Continent,  to  be  paid  per  order,  to  George 
Schl  offer. 

To  John  Murrow,  for  goods  delivered  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
£  71:18:  10,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Davis,  and  charg¬ 
ed  to  faid  Stevenfon,  being  191.8  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  £.  169:9:3,  equal  to 
45 1.9  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  money  by  him  paid  to  Jofeph  Brown,  an 
exprefs  to  Cambridge,  17:4:  1,  equal  to  45.9  dollars. 

To  Jafper  Stimes  and  Abraham  Storm,  for  provifions  and  carri¬ 
age  furnifhed  by  them  to  the  riffle  companies  14  :  9  :  2.  New- 
York  currency,  36.1  dollars,  to  be  paid,  per  order,  to  John  Al- 
fop,  Efq. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  fums  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  North-Caro- 
lina,  for  the  fum  of  3750  dollars,  in  part  of  the  expence  incurred 
for  raifing  and  equipping  a  thoufand  men  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Affociation,  and  the  fafety  of  that  colony,  agreeable  to  the  refolve 
of  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  William  Hooper,  Jofeph 
Hewes,  and  John  Penn,  Efqrs.  and  charged  to  the  colony  of 
North-Carolina,  by  which  the  fame  is  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tu  esday,  Novejnher  7,  1775* 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafflington,  No.  1 1,  was  read. 

I  he  fecretary  having  digefted  in  order  the  refolutions  paffed  by 

,  Congrefs 
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follows  :S  pr°  QCed  the  lame>  which  being  read,  were  approved  as 

•  ffff’  Tha‘  Pr-  Ch',rch  be  dofe  confined  in  fome  fecure  »oal 

Pant  ±7h  f  C°nnfT’  "'ithout  the  of  Pen,  ink,  “and 

f.  nr  df  h  n°,Perfon  be  a,Iowed  t0  eonverfe  with  him,  except 

Lriff  77  7d  heuringt°n  a  maS'^-rate  of  the  town,  or  the 

fheriff  of  the  county  where  he  (hall  be  confined,  and  in  the  Englilb 
language,  until  farther  orders  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs? 

f°llow;ing  additions  and  alterations  or  a- 
mendmcnts  be  matte  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Continental 
army. 

[  Fofthefi  rule?  and  regulations,  fee  page  139,  &c.  in  the  Notes.  1 

Hefitved,  That  three  new  members  be  added  to  the  Committee 

? °r  imPorting  arms>  ammunition,  &c.  and  that  any  live  of  them 
be  a  quorum. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Bul¬ 
lock. 


£  ^ongrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  recommendation  for 
tieJd  officers  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions. 

Refilvsd< .That  the  Congrefs  will  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  eledli- 
on  or  the  faid  field  officers. 


The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

.  -L°rd  Staling  was  elected  colonel  of  the  firfl  of  the  two  batta¬ 
lions. 

William  Wind,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  of  ditto. 

William  De  Hart,  Efq.  major  of  ditto. 

William  Maxwell,  Efq.  colonel  of  the  fecond  of  ditto. 

Ifrael  Shrieve,  Efq.  lieutenant  colonel  of  ditto. 

David  Rhea,  Efq.  major  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  delivered  a  verbal  meffage  from  the  Aflembly  of 
Pennfylvania,  refpediing  the  refolve  fent  to  them  by  Mr.  M‘Kean, 
and  Mr.  Deane,  defiring  to  know  on  what  evidence  the  Congrefs 
ground  the  apprehenfion  therein  expreffed,  of  hoftilities  commen¬ 
cing,  at  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania  and  thofeof  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letters 
from  the  Convention  of  New-York,  and  the  ftate  of  that  colony, 
brought  in  their  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


W  ednesday,  November  8,  1775. 

On  Motion  Refofaed,  That  the  fecret  Committee  #  appointed  to 

contradt 


*  In  Congrefs,  September  18,  1 7 75. 

j lefilved,  That  a  fccret  Committee  be  appointed  to  contra£l  for  the  importa¬ 


tion 


/ 
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contra#  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition  &c.  be  impow¬ 
ered  to  export  to  the  foreign  Weft- Indies,  on  account  and  rifque 
of  the  Continent,  as  much  provilion,  or  any  other  produce,  (ex¬ 
cept  horned  cattle,  ftieep,  hogs,  and  poultry)  as  they  may  deem  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition,  fulphur,  and 
falt-petre. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Kirkland. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Cuftiing,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Ward. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Alexander  Klinger,  for  proviftons  furnifhed  to  capt.  Hend¬ 
rick’s  compafty  £,  9  :  10,  and  to  Refine  Mourer,  for  ferriage  9/2, 
the  whole  tobe  paid  per  order  to  Henry  Chrift,  being  26.5  dollars. 

To  George  Kungle,  for  provilions  furnifhed  to  captain  Rofs’s 
company,  £.  4  :  16  :  10,  Z175  dollars. 

To  Henry  Valentine,  for  tranfcribing  writings  for  the  Congrefs, 
£  3  :  18,  =10.4  dollars. 

To  Samuel  Bear,  for  provilions  furnilhed  tp  feveral  companies, 
^27:15:  7,  to  be  paid  per  order  toThomas  Compton, ~74dollars. 

To  fundries,  per  certificates  and  accounts  forwarded  by  Lewis 
Ogden,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  and  for  a 
guard  over  a  powder  waggon,^  42  :  o  :  2  New-York  currency,  to 
be  paid,  per  order,  to  George  Kennedy,  being  105  dollars. 

To  Henry  Hearing,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  capt.  Rofs’s  com¬ 
pany,  £.  6:  17,  to  be  paid  per  order  to  John  Biddle  junior,  being 
1 8.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jones,  for  ferriage  and  proviftons  for  capt.  Rofs’s  com¬ 
pany,  £•  2,  1=5.3  dollars. 

Mathias  Slough  per  certificates,  for  proviftons  furnilhed  feveral 
riffle  companies,^.  22  :  3  :  2,  =59.1  dollars. 

To  fundries  per  certificates,  for  provifions  furnilhed  capt.  Rofs’s 
company,  £25  :  15  15,  New-York  currency,  to  be  paid  per  or¬ 
der  to  being  59.4.  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

The 

tion  and  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  gunpowder,  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
tons. 

That  in  cafe  fuch  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  cannot  be  procured,  to  contract 
for  the  importation  of  fo  much  faltpetre  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  ful¬ 
phur,  as  with  the  powder  procured  will  make  five  hundred  tons. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  impowered  to  contract  for  the  importation  of 
forty  brafs  field  pieces,  fix  pounders,  for  ic.ooo  Hand  of  arms,  and  20.000  good 
plain  double  bridle  mulket  locks. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  impowered  to  draw  on  the  treafurers  to  anfwer 
the  laid  contracts. 

That  the  faid  Committee  confifi  of  nine  members,  any  five  of  whom  to  be  a 
quorum. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Al- 
fop,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Dickinfn,  Mr;  Langdon,  Mr.  M‘Kean  and  Mr.  Ward. 


» 


The  Congrefs  taking  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  Com-* 
mittee  on  the  New-York  letter,  be. 

Refolved ,  That  a  commander  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  the  command  of  the  fortifications  or  fortrefles  on 
Hudion’s  river  in  the  highlands. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  New- 
York,  to  impower  the  faid  commander  to  call  together  and  com¬ 
mand  two  hundred  men  of  the  militia  of  Duchefs,  Orange,  and 
Ulfter  counties,  and  one  company  of  artillery  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  who  (hall  be  ftationed  in  the  highlands  until  relieved 
by  the  company  of  artillery,  direfted  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  raif- 
ed  m  the  city  of  New-York,  and  fuch  other  continental  troops  as 
may  hereafter  be  directed  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  the  minute  men  or  militia,  while  on  fervice,  be 

maintained  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate,  as  the  reft  of  the  continental 
forces. 

Refolved ,  That  a  number  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Duch  * 
efs.  Orange,  and  Ulfter,  be  formed  into  independant  companies, 
under  the  diredtion  of  the  commander  of  the  faid  fortrefles,  and  in 
cafe  of  alarm,  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  feveral  ftations  in  the 
highlands,  which,  in  order  to  prevent  confufion,  ffiould  be  im¬ 
mediately  affigned  them. 

>  Refolved ,  That  the  troops,  which  ftiall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
directed  to  garrifon  the  fortrefles  in  the  highlands,  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  commander  of  the  fortrefles,  except  when 
headed  by  a  general  officer. 

Refolved ,  That  the  deputy-commiflary  general  be  dire&ed  to 
provide  fufficient  provifion  for  one  thoufand  men  for  one  months 
and  keep  that  quantity  in  flock. 

Refolved ,  That  the  powder  fent  from  this  place  to  general 
Schuyler  be  remanded,  if  it  can  be  any  way  fpared,  and  left  at  the 
fortrefles  in  the  highlands. 

Refolved y  T[  hat  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  furnifh  the  colony  of  New-York  with  500  lb.  of  pow¬ 
der,  and  forward  the  fame  immediately  to  Dobb’s  ferry  ;  that  the 
Convention  of  New-York  give  order  to  receive  it  there,  and  fend 
it  as  foon  as  pofiible  to  the  fortrefles  in  the  highlands. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  New- 
York,  if  they  have  not  already  fent  forward  a  fufficient  number  of 
cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  fortrefles  erecting  in  the  highlands, 
that  they  immediately  fend  forward  to  thofe  fortrefles  fo  many  of 
the  cannon  at  King’s  bridge  of  the  beft  quality  and  largeft  bore, 
as  they  may  think  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 

Refolvedy  That  the  bills  of  fale,  for  the  veflels  ordered  to  be 
purchafed,  be  made  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  thofe  who 
fhall  fuccced  them  in  that  office,  in  truft  neverthelefs  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continent,  or  their  reprefentatives,  in  Congrefs  met. 

Refolved 9 


\ 


I 


Refoked,  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref- 
fes  on  Hudfon’s  river  be  deferred  till  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Dyer  having  on  account  of  indifpofltion,  delired  to  be  ex- 
cu fed  from  going  to  the  northward,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  another  in  his  ftead,  and  Mr..  R.  Livingflon  was 
chofen. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  inftrudtions, 
reported  the  fame,  which  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Instructions  to  R.  R.  Livingston,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  and  J.  Langdon,  Efquires . 

i 

“  Gentlemen , 

“  The  Congrefs  expe&  that  you  repair  with  as  much  difpatch, 
as  the  neceflary  preparations  for  your  journey  will  admit,  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  in  order  to  confult  with  general  Schuyler  what  num¬ 
ber  of  forces  will  be  neceflary  in  Canada,  and  of  the  beft  and 
molt  efficacious  method  for  procuring  or  continuing  fuch  forces  in 
the  northern  department  during  the  enfuing  winter,  of  engaging 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  Canada  to  accede  to  the  affocia- 
tion  of  the  united  colonies,  and  of  protecting  them  for  the  future 
againft  their  and  our  enemies* 

<£  If?  upon  fuch  a  conference,  it  fliall  be  judged  neceflary, 
you  are  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Livingflon,  the  deputy  commif- 
iary  general,  to  furnifh  the  neceflary  proviflons  for  an  army  of 
three  thoufand  men  for  fix  months. 

“  You  are  alfo  authorifed  to  offer  two  months  pay  as  a  bounty 
to  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  fliall  re-inlift  to  be  paid  upon  their 
taking  the  fortrefs  at  St.  Johns  and  Montreal,  and  you  are  to 
make  ufe  of  every  argument,  to  induce  them  to  re-inlift,  or  at 
lead  to  ftay  until  they  can  be  relieved,  and  to  affure  them,  that 
the  Congrefs  have  taken  care  to  fupply  them  with  proper 

cloathino-. 

O 

You  are  to  direeft  the  fortreffes  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown- 
Point  to  be  put  into  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  the  ftate  of  our 
affairs  may  require. 

.  You  are  to  advife  the  General  to  purchafe  of  fuch  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  have  arms  and  are  flek,  their  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe,  who  have  none,  or  bad  ones  and  are  well. 

“  ^Ammunition  it  is  hoped  fince  the  late  capture  will  not  be 
wanting,  if  it  fhould,  Congrefs  will  fend  the  firlt  that  fliall  arrive^ 

If  there  fhould  be  occafion  of  reinforcements,  you  are  em- 
poweied,  in  concert  with  General  Schuyler,  to  raife  any  number 
that  can  be  procured  in  Canada,  New-York,  or  any  of  the  New- 

England  governments,  in  order  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  Montreal 
and  Quebec. 
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The  Congrefs  defire  you,  to  exert  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  induce  the  Canadians  to  accede  to  a  union  with  thefe  colonies, 
and  that  they  form  from  their  feveral  parifhes  a  provincial  Con¬ 
vention,  and  fend  delegates  to  this  Congrefs.  .And  as  in  the  pre— 
fent  unfettled  ftate  of  that  country  a  regular  ele&ion  can  hardly 
be  expected,  the  Congrefs  will  acquiefce  in  the  choice  of  fuck 
parifhes  and  diftri&s,  as  are  willing  to  join  us. 

“  You  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  allure  them,  that 
we  (hall  hold  their  rights  as  dear  as  our  own,  and  on  their  union 
with  us,  exert  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  for  them  and  their 
poftenty  the  bleffings  of  a  free  government  and  that  fecurity  to 
their  perfons  and  property,  which  is  derived  from  the  Britifh 
conftitution. 

“  And  you  may,  and  are  hereby  empowered  further  to  declare, 
that  we  hold  lacred  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  {hall  never  mo* 
left  them  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion. 

C£  In  cafe  General  Schuyler  has  not  yetraifedthe  regiment  re¬ 
commended  to  him  to  be  raifed  in  Canada,  or  in  cafe  he  cannot 
proceed  to  Canada,  you  are  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  your  power  to 
perfect  the  raifing  of  a  regiment  of  Canadians,  to  join  the  conti¬ 
nental  forces,  and  you  are,  for  that  purpofe,  to  take  with  you 
blank  commilfions,  which,  taking  the  advice  of  the  general  offi¬ 
cers  in  that  department,  you  are  to  fill  up  with  the  names  of  fuch 
perfons,  as  have  the  moil:  merit  and  bell  qualifications  for  the  fer- 
vice. 

“  Congrefs  dire£l  you  to  acquaint  General  Schuyler,  that  they 
approve  of  his  appointment  of  captain  Dimon,  to  be  a  Brigade 
Major,  and  have  ordered  him  a  commifiion  accordingly. 

“  The  Congrefs  moreover  are  defirous  that  you  fhould  take  an 
accurate  view  of  the  ftate  of  our  fortifications  upon  Hudfon’s  river, 
and  make  a  report  of  it  as  foon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

“  If  the  circumftances  of  the  army  llionld  be  fuch,  that  a  ton 
of  powder  may  be  fpared,  you  are  to  direct  that  quantity  to  be 
fent  to  New-York,  and  all  fuch  cannon  and  military  {lores  as  fhali 
not  be  wanted  in  Canada,  or  in  the  fortifications  on  the  lakes  to 
be  fent  to  Albany,  there  to  remain  until  the  Congrefs  give  farther 
directions  concerning  them,  and  for  this  purpofe  you  are  herewith 
furniftied  with  a  lift  of  the  ordnance  and  military  (lores,  which 
were  at  thofe  places  when  taken. 

“  You  are  to  inform  the  general  that  the  pay  of  fome  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  is  raifed,  and  to  take  with  you  from  the  minutes,  the  addi¬ 
tional  eftablifhment. 

“  You  are  to  dire£l  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  fhali  re-inlift 
to  be  paid  all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them  according  to  the 
rolls  to  be  fent  by  governor  Trumbull,  who  in  the  mean  time  will 
be  requefted  by  Congrefs  to  fend  the  rolls  to  the  general  afeertain- 
ing  how  long  the  men  have  been  in  fervice. 

“  The 
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«  The  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  is  approved  of  by  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  but  the  officers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  reftde  in  or 
near  any  fea-port. 

«  You  are  authorifed  to  affure  major  Brown  and  major  Living- 
lion,  that  Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  important  fervices, 
and  will  take  the  firft  proper  opportunity  to  reward  them. 

“  You  are  alfo  to  acquaint  the  general,  that  general  Montgo¬ 
mery’s  requeft  as  to  the  pay  of  the  company  of  artillery  by  him 
appointed  is  complied  with. 

“  A  committee  will  be  appointed  to  procure  as  much  hard  mo¬ 
ney  as  will  be  neceffary  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  deputy  pay  maf- 
ier  general  in  the  northern  army,  to  be  ufed  in  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimatc 
Sec.  be  authorifed  to  contra<ft  for  the  making  proper  paper  for  a 
future  emiffion  of  paper  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  for 
the  fum  of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  honourable  the  af- 
fembly,  towards  the  expence  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed 


in  faid  colony. 


Refolved ,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  delegates  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Colonies,  during  the  feffions  of  Congrefs,  pafs  and  be  carried 
free  of  portage,  the  members  having  engaged  upon  honour  not  to 
frank  or  enclofe  any  letters  but  their  own. 


Ordered ,  That  this  be  publiffied. 


Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  20  ,000  dollars  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis  and  Roger  Sherman, 


Efqrs.  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  cloathing  they  were  ordered 
to  purchafe. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poft-poned,  and  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  November  9,,  1775. 


A  letter  from  the  agents  refpe&ing  the  delivery  of  the  petition 
and  the  reception  it  met  with,  was  read. 


Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  publiffi  the  fubftanpe  of  faid  letter. 


Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  commander  of  the  fortref- 
fes  on  Hudfon’s  river  be  poftponed  to  Wednefday  next,  and  that 
captain  John  Hanfon  take  and  keep  the  command  of  the  faid  for- 


treffes  and  the  troops  there,  until  the  Congrefs  ffiall  appoint  a 
commander. 

On  application  made  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

Refolved.,  That  the  prelident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  qf;the  delegates  of  that  colony,  for  the  fum  of  5C00  dollars. 
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fai  J^c o fo n ^  ^ P e  11  ce  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  there,  the 
laid  colony  to  account  for  the  fame. 

habitant  nfW*”  ‘o  wh.om,was  rfferred  the  petition  from  fome  in, 

beW  taLi  •  f°Va'  rl ^  in  their  reP°rt>  a"d  the  fame 

morrow.  0  C0Ilfiderat'°n  and  debated,  was  poftponed  till  to- 

The  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  io,  1775. 

i  _  -  - 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  1000 
dollars  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Lang- 
on,  t  e  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northward. 

1  \  ° jVe  ’t^  ,,*■  tbeg°°ds  bought  for  the  northern  army  be  fent 

by  land  to  Dobb’s  ferry,  and  that  the  Prefident  write  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  New-York,  and  deiire  them  to  have  a  veil'd  ready  to 
take  in  the  laid  goods,  and  tranfport  them  immediately  to  Albanv. 

Refolved,  That  the  medicines  purchafed  in  this  city  for  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  be  fent  thither  by  land.  • 

Refolved ,  That  the  Prefident  give  written  orders  to  Dr.  Morgan 
to  call  upon  Mr.  Sears,  and  defire  him  to  deliver  what  medicines 
e  has  under  his  care,  or  can  procure,  that  they  may  be  forward- 
ed  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  conlider  whether  any,  and  what 

provilions  may  be  necelfary  for  its  defence,  and  to  report  the  fame 
to  Congrefs. 

That  the  committee  confifl  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Johnfon.  ' 

Refolved>  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Continental  army,  or  the  chief  commander  in  the  army  in 
the  northern  department,  pafs  and  be  carried  free  ofpoftao-e. 

#  Refolved ,  That  the  commander  of  the  New-Jerfey  battahons  be 
directed  to  march  fix  companies  of  faid  battalions,  as  foon  as  they 
are  compleated,  to  garrifon  the  fort  on  Hudfon’s  river  in  the  high¬ 
lands,  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Prefident  write  to  governor  Cooke,  and  re- 
quelt  him  to  fend  to  the  Committee  of  lafety  of  New-York,  one 
ton  of  powder  for  the  defence  of  that  city  and  colony. 

Refolved ,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Wendall,  the  exprefs  from 
Albany,  who  has  been  detained  twelve  days  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
the  fum  of  16  dollars  for  the  time  he  has  been  detained. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 

the 
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the  delegates  of  Nevv-Jerfey,  for  5000  dollars  towards  the  expence 
of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  gentle¬ 
men  appointed  to  fign  the  Continental  bills,  and  requeft  them  with 
all  poffible  expedition  to  compleat  that  bufinefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  farther  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  falt-petre,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  in  thefe  words: 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  fkilful  perfons  fent  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  employed  there  in  a  public  falt-petre  work,  under  the 
infpe&ion  of  gentlemen  who  will  fuperintend  it,  may  with  fuffici- 
ent  afliltance  produce  a  confiderable  quantity  of  that  article;  and 
that  a  further  fupply  of  it  may  be  procured  from  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  if  the  Affemblies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  of  fafety  will 
appoint  proper  perfons  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  fhall  be  to  employ  and  fet  to  work  fuch  and  fo  many  of  their 
countrymen  as  they  fhall  judge  fit,  to  collect  earth  from  which  ni¬ 
trous  fait  may  be  extracted,  and  to  manufacture  it  into  falt-petre* 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  faid  report, 

Refolved ,  That  Richard  Bland,  Peter  Poythrefs,  John  Bannifter, 
John  Buffin,  Archibald  Cary,  Benjamin  Watkins,  John  Tabb, 
Richard  Adams,  Richard  Randolph,  and  Theodorick  Bland,  the 
younger,  Efqrs.  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  be  defired  and  em¬ 
powered  to  agree  with  the  proprietors  of  the  public  ware-houfes, 
and  of  other  places  impregnated  with  nitre,  in  the  counties  of 
Prince-George,  JDinwiddie,  Cheflerfield,  and  Henrico;  Carter 
Braxton,  John  Syme,  Burwell  Baffet,  Bartholomew  Dandridge, 
William  Aylett,  George  Brook,  George  Lyne,  and  George  Webb, 
Efqrs.  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  the 
counties  of  Hanover,  New-Kent,  King  William,  and  King  and 
Queen;  Edmund  Pendleton,  James  Taylor,  George  Stubblefield, 
Mann  Page,  the  younger,  Jofeph  Jones,  William  Fitzhugh,  of 
Sommerfet,  and  Fielding  Lewis,  Efqrs.  or  any  four  or  more  of 
them,  with  fuch  proprietors  in  the  counties  of  Caroline,  Spotfyl- 
vania,  and  King  George  ;  and  Charles  Carter  of  Stafford,  Thomas 
Ludwell  Lee/ Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Blackburn,  Charles  Broad¬ 
water,  and  George  Mafon,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
with  fuch  proprietors  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Prince  William, 
and  Fairfax,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  Colonies  all  the  falt-petre  which  may  within  twelve  ca¬ 
lendar  months  be  produced  from  the  floors  and  yards  of  the  ware- 
houfes  and  other  places,  under  the  management  of  fuch  perfons  as 
the  Congrefs  fhall  appoint  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  pay  to  the 
owners  of  the  foil,  if  they  will  manufacture  it  at  their  own  expence, 
after  the  rate  of  two  fifths  of  a  dollar  for  every  pound  weight,  aver- 
dupois,  of  clean,  pure,  and  neat  falt-petre,  delivered  to  the  gen- 
uemen  above  named,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to 
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hue  labourers,  and  provide  the  neceffary  apparatus,  to  be  employ- 
c  undcrthe  dire&ion  ofthe  faid  managers,  in  the  foil  of  fuch  per- 
ons  as  mail  not  chufe  to  adventure  in  the  bufinefs  themfelves,  pay- 
lng  to  the  owners,  if  they  require  fatisfa&ion,  what  they  fhall  be 
wi  ing  to  take,  fo  that  it  do  not  exceed  one  forty. fifth  part  of  a 
dollar  for  every  pound  weight,  averdupois,  of  falt-petre  ofthe  like 
quality,  in  both  which  cafes  the  Congrefs  will  make  good  the  con- 
trafts,  and  will  pay  all  fuch  expences  as  fhall  be  incurred  by  the 
gentlemen  defired  to  fuperintend  the  operation;  on  whofe  zeal,  in¬ 
fluence,  and  abilities,  to  procure,  with  all  convenient  expedition 
a  large  quantity  of  this  article  fo  necelTary  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  thereby  render  it  a  very  important  fervice,  and  by 
their  example  and  a&ivity  to  forward  and  encourage  this  ufeful 
work,  the  Congrefs  rely  with  confidence. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Aflemblies,  Conven¬ 
tions,  and  Committees  of  fafety,  ofthe  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
to  appoint  certain  perfons  within  each  of  the  faid  colonies,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to  employ  and  fet  to  work  fo  many  perfons  as 
they  may  think  proper,  both  to  work  up  fuch  earth  as  is  now  fit 
for  making  falt-petre,  and  to  colled  together  and  place  in  beds  or 
walls  under  fheds,  all  fuch  earth  and  compofition  of  materials  as 
are  fuitable  to  produce  falt-petre,  after  being  duly  expofed  to  the 
air,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  produce  of  it,  and  that  the  delegates 
of  the  refpe&ive  colonies  be  dire&ed  to  fend  this  refolution,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  refolution  of  laft  feflions  refpe&ing  falt-petre,  to  their 
refpedive  colonies,  and  caufe  them  to  be  printed  and  made  public 
there.  ' 

Refolvedy  That  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raifed,  confiding  of 
one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-colonels,  two  majors,  and  other  officers 
as  ufual  in  other  regiments ;  that  they  confift  of  an  equal  number 
of  privates  with  other  battalions;  that  particular  care  be  taken, 
that  no  perfons  be  appointed  to  offices,  or  inlifled  into  faid  batta¬ 
lions,  but  fuch  as  are  good  feamen,  or  fo  acquainted  with  maritime 
affairs  as  to  be  able  to  .ferve  to  advantage  by  fea  when  required  : 
that  they  be  inlifted  and  commiffioned  to  ferve  for  and  during  the 
prefent  war  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  unlefs  difmif- 
ed  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  that  they  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  names 
of  the  fir  ft  and  fecond  battalions  of  American  marines,  and  that 
they  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  number  which  the  Continental 
army  before  Bofton  is  ordered  to  confift  of. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  tranfmitted  to  the  general. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  ir,  1775. 

Rejolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  fuch  proprietors  of  tobac¬ 
co  ware-houfes,  and  tobacco  houfesjn  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as 

cannot 
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cannot  fpeedily  have  the  earth  of  the  floors  of  their  houfes  worked 
for  falt-petre,  that  they  caufe  thofe  floors  to  be  foon  dug  up  and 
left  fine,  loofe,  and  light,  at  lead  fix  inches  deep,  differing  the  to¬ 
bacco  fialks  and  trafhy  leaves  to  be  fpread  thereon,  and  leaving  the 
doors  open,  efpecially  in  dry  weather,  as  often  as  convenience  will 
permit,  whereby  the  foil  will  be  much  the  more  impregnated  with 
nitrous  particles,  the  manufacture  of  falt-petre  facilitated,  and  the 
quantity  thereof  greatly  increafed. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Charles  Wharton,  the  other  from  James 
Loughead,  each  praying  to  be  appointed  commiffary  to  the  batta¬ 
lions  raifmg  in  this  colony,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contraCf 
with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  will  undertake  at  the  cheapefl  rate, 
to  fupply  fuch  Continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  barracks 
at  Philadelphia,  during  their  flay  there,  with  the  rations  allowed 
by  this  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch ,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Allen . 

Refolved,  That  the  recruiting  officers  in  Pennfylvania  fend  the 
recruits  they  may  inlift  as  foon  as  raifed,  to  the  barracks  in  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

A  letter  from  Volkerck  P.  Douw,  Efq.  dated  6th  infl.  was  read. 

Refoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  coniidera- 
tion  the  foregoing  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with 
the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  Indian  commiffioners  of  the  north¬ 
ern  department,  and  report  thereon. 

That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe ,  Mr.  Franklin ,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Cujhing, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Canada,  be  dire&ed  to  confer  with  the  generals  command¬ 
ing  in  that  department,  on  the  propriety  of  fending  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  army  under  their  command,  with  proper  artillery 
and  ammunition,  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  fecond  colonel  Arnold’s 
expedition,  or  to  renew  the  attempt,  ffiould  his  have  failed,  and 
to  give  directions  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  fortifications  of  Quebec,  in  cafe  it  comes  into 
o,ur  hands,  be  repaired,  and  furniffied  with  fuch  provifions,  arms 
ammunition,  and  artillery,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  its  fecurity. 

Refolved,  That  in  cafe  any  one  of  the  foregoing  committee  be  dif- 
abled  or  prevented  from  proceeding,  the  other  two  have  full  power 
to  proceed  and  tranfaCl  the  bufinefs  intruded  to  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  brought 
in  their  report,  whereupon,  6 

Refolved,  That  1 13  dollars  be  paid  to  the  rev.  Samuel  Kirkland, 
ior  his  pad  fervices,  out  of  the  Continental  treafury , 

Refolved }  That  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the 

Indians, 
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Indians,  and  conciliating  their  affediions  to  the  United  Colonies 
and  thereby  preferving  their  friendlhip  and  neutrality,  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
land  be  continued  in  his  million  amongft  them,  and  that  for  thofe 
important  purpofes  he  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Continental 
treafury,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  family  the  enfuing  year, 

fmy-five  pounds  fterling,  or  a88i.  dollars,  and  that  fixty  pounds 
fterling,  or  266|  dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  to  be  by  him  dif- 
pofed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  may  beft  promote  the  happinefs  of  the 
Indians,  and  attach  them  to  thefe  colonies.  PP 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  polt- 
poned  until  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  late  treaty  are  referred,  fhall  have  made  their  report. 
Refolved ,  1  hat  3000  tin  cartouch  boxes  be  made  and  fent  to 

the  camp,  or  if  tin  fufficient  to  make  them  can  be  procured,  that 
it  be  fent. 

Ordered ,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  execute  this. 
Refolved ,  That  the  falt-petre  committee  be  empowered  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  perfons  who  offer  to  go  to  Virginia  on  this 
bufinefs. 

Refolved ,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  matter  general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Maffachufets-Bay. 

That  5.0,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  Convention  of  New-York.  to 
be  accounted  for  by  faid  Convention. 

Orderedy  That  the  delegates  ofPennfylvania  be  a  Committee,  to 
count  and  forward  the  faid  fums  under  a  guard. 

Refolved y  That  the  guard  do  not  exceed  three  or  two  of  the  light 
horfe,  and  a  fervant. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Murray  Sanfom  and  others,  and  the  o- 
ther  from  Jafper  Grilling,  were  read. 

Refolved y  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  foregoing  petitions,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.Johnfon* 
The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday.  November*  13,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed? 
tvas  read. 

Orderedy  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  army  be  repub- 
Jiflied ,  with  the  additions  and  alterations  lately  made. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
declaration  in  anfwer  to  fundry  illegal  minifterial  proclamations  that 
have  lately  appeared  in  America. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
W.  Livingtton. 

Refolved y 


November,  1775,  249 

tlefolvedy  That  Thurfday  the  23d  inft.  be  affigned  for  electing 
3  brigadier  general. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed,  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow, 
and  from  thence  to  ten  o’clock  on  Wednefday* 

Wednesday,  November  15,  1773. 

An  exprefs  having  arrived  with  an  account  of  the  furrender  of  fort 
St  John’s,  the  letters  from  gen.  Schuyler  and  gen.  Montgomery, 
were  read. 

Refolded,  That  an  order  for  542  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
ers,  in  favour  of  capt.  Thomas  Price,  on  account  of  his  riffle  com¬ 
pany,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  petitions  from  Jafper  Griffing  and 
Murray,  Sanfom  and  company  and  others,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  the  memorial  of  Jafper  Griffing  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  examination  of  the  fafts,  fet  forth  in  that  memorial, 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  obfervation  for  Guilford, 
and  that  the  fame  being  fufficiently  proved,  the  fchooner  Betfey 
mentioned  in  faid  memorial  ought  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage  with  the  cargo  purchafed  and  provided  for  her  before  the 
10th  day  of  September  laft,  the  mafter  and  owner  of  the  veffel  pre- 
vioufly  making  oath,  that  they  will  ufe  their  bell  and  utmoll  en¬ 
deavours,  that  the  faid  cargo  fhall  be  landed  in  fome  foreign  port. 

On  the  memorial  of  Murray,  Sanfom  and  company,  Jacob  Wat- 
fon,  and  Frederick  Rhinelander,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  your 
Committee  having  examined  as  far  as  they  could  into  the  conduct 
of  the  parties  concerned,  find  no  ground  to  fufpeeft  that  the  owners 
of  the  cargo  intended  it  fflould  be  landed  or  difpofed  of  in  any  o- 
ther  manner  than  fet  forth  in  the  faid  memorial,  but  your  Commit¬ 
tee  think  there  is  juft  ground  to  fufpedt,  that  William  Barron,  the 
mafter  of  the  fhip  Peggy  would  not  be  very  folicitous  to  prevent  the 
cargo,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  the  minifterial  army,  from  falling 
into  the  pofieffion  of  the  men  of  war,  he  having  been  before  taken 
in  the  fame  fhip,  in  Rhode  Ifland,  with  a  cargo  from  Chefeapeak- 
Bay,  for  Europe,  nor  can  your  Committee  approve  the  conducft  of 
the  owner  of  the  fhip  who  continued  the  captain  afterwards. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  another  mafter 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  the  faid  fhip, who  fhall  be  approved  by  the 
Committee  of  Norwich,  and  that  the  time  of  her  failing,  as  well  as 
her  tract  be  appointed  by  that  Committee  and  the  mafter  fworn  to 
ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  .faid  fliip  falling  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  any  man  of  war  or  cutter,  and  to  purfue  as  far  as  he  can 
the  orders  of  the  faid  Committee  in  navigating  the  faid  fliip,  on 
which  terms  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  the  faid  fhip  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  her  cargo. 

I  1  A  Drooofal 


A  propofal 


2  5°  Journals  oi  Congress. 

propofal  from  Nathaniel  Sackett,  for  making  a  quantity  of 
falt-petre  being  received  and  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  falt-petre  Committee. 

1  he  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  16.  1775. 

Refolved ,  That  two  fmall  fwift  failing  veffels  beprovidcd  for  pack¬ 
ets,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Congrefs. 

Or  dered,  Tnat  Mi.  Morns  be  appointed  to  provide  faid  veffels, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  get  one  ready  to  fail  as  foon  as  pofiible, 
and  the  other  in  a  month  hence. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  of  employing  thefe  veffels  to  the  bed  advantage. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

The  Affembly  of  Fennfylvania  having  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfe  recommended  three  gentlemen  for  held  officers  to  the  batta¬ 
lion  railing  in  faid  colony,  the  fame  together  with  applications  from 
fundries,  to  be  appointed  adjutant  and  quarter  mailer  to  faid  bata- 
lion,  were  read. 

Sundry  papers  from  the  General  Affembly  of  the  colony  of  Maf- 
fachuffett’s-Bay,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  feven. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vingffon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  1  ith  inft.  to  con¬ 
trail  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  the  barracks  in  Philadelphia,  be 
empowered  to  contrail  for  fupplying  the  fame  wherever  fent,  for 
twelve  calendar  months,  provided  they  are  fo  long  continued  in  the 
continental  fervice,  to  commence  next  Monday. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due  to  Henry 
Rankin,  for  provilions  to  capt.  Rofs’s  company,  16 1.9  dollars. 

To  John  Hider,  for  carrying  powder  to  Trenton,  10.6  dollars. 

This  to  be  paid  per  order  to  Jofeph  Jewell. 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  horfe-hire  for  expreffes,  20  dollars. 

Tojohn  Little, for  entertainment  of  fundry  expreffes,  16.8  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  faid  Committee  alfo  reported  an  account  of  major  Coates 
and  capt.  Copperthwaite,  which  being  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members.  f 

Refolved ,  That  the  delegates  write  to  their  colleagues,  who  are 
abfent,  and  inform  them  that  the  Congrefs  expeil  their  immediate 
attendance. 

Refolved ,  That  for  the  future  no  member  abfent  himfelf  from 
Congrefs  without  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved , 
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Refolved ,  That  it  he  a  rule  of  this  Congrefs,  that  every  member 
remain  in  his  feat  whilft  any  paper  is  reading  or  quedion  putting. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  17,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Walhington,  enclofmg  a  letter  and  journal 
of  colonel  Arnold,  and  fundry  papers  being  received,  the  fame  were 
read,  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  feven  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
conhderation  fo  much  of  the  general’s  letter  as  relates  to  the  dilpofal 
of  fuch  vedels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  the  enemy,  as  (hall  fall  into 
the  hands  of,  or  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  W*  Livingdon,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Johnfon. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prifoners  taken  at  Chambly  and  St.  John’s  be 
fent  to,  and  kept  in  the  towns  of  Reading,  Lancader,  and  York, 
in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  the  I  ith  inft.  to  contra#  for  Ap¬ 
plying  the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to  diftri- 
bute  the  faid  prifoners  in  .the  towns  aforefaid,  and  contra#  for  their 
fupport  or  fubfillance. 

That  the  rations  of  the  privates  be  the  fame  as  are  allowed  the 
privates  in  the  continental  army. 

That  orders  iffue  to  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  condu#ing 
the  prifoners  to  march  them  by  the  neared  road  to  Reading,  in  the 
colony  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  deputy  commiffary-general  be 
dire#ed  to  fupply  them  with  provifions  for  their  march,  agreeable 
to  the  rations  Applied  the  continental  army. 

That  the  faid  commiffary  be  dire#ed,  if  the  prifoners  agree  to 
it,  to  fend  the  women,  children  and  baggage  by  water  to  Amboy, 
from  thence  to  be  fent  acrofs  to  BordentoWn,  and  from  thence  by 
water  to  Philadelphia,  from  which  lad  place ‘  they  will  be  fent  to 
join  the  garrifon  in  the  towns  allotted  to  them,  this  being  judged 
the  fafed  cheaped,  and  mod  commodious  way  of  conveying  them. 

Whereas  it  is  become  necedary  to  appoint  a  colonel  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  artillery,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Gridley,  on  account  of  his 
advanced  ap-e. 

O 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  indemnify  colonel  Gridley  for 
any  lofs  of  half  pay,  which  he  may  fudain  in  confequence  of  his  ha¬ 
ving  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

*1  be  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  artillery,  and 

Henry  Knox.  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  ele#ed. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commiiTioned  officers  taken  in  the  forts  of 
Chambly  and  St  John’s  be  put  upon  their  parole  of  honour,  that  they 

will 
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n0t  S°  *nto  or  near  any  Seaport  town,  nor  farther  than  fix  mile8 
diitant  from  the  refpe&ive  places  of  their  refidence  without  leave  erf 
the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  that  they  will  carry  on  no  political 
correfpondence  whatever,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  difpute  between 

reat  13i  itain  and  the  colonies,  fo  long  as  they  remain  prifoners. 

Whereas  the  officers  taken  at  fort  Chambly  have  been  permitted 
by  gen.  Schuyler,  to  make  choice  of.  and  to  refide  in  Trenton,  in 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  by  him  made,  has 
been  approved  by  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  fent  to  the 
Committee  of  d  renton,  and  that  the  faid  Committee  be  deiired  to 
get  the  fame  figned  by  the  officers  there. 

Refolved ,  That  the  officers  taken  at  St.  John's  be  fent  to  Wind¬ 
ham  and  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  provided  gen. 
Schuyler  has  not  given  his  word  for  another  difpofition  of  them. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  order  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  November  20,  1775. 

Sundry  letters  from  gen.  Waffiington  and  governor  Trumbull 
with  papers  enclofed,  among  which  were  intercepted  letters  from 
Cork,  were  read. 

Two  petitions  one  from  Godfred  Fehr,  the  other  from  Melchior 
Neff,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Capt.  John  fdullbert,  who  was  fent  by  gen.  Schuyler  to  conduct, 
the  officers,  who  were  taken  prifoners  at  Fort  Chambly,  to  Tren¬ 
ton,  attended  and  made  report  of  his  proceedings. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  16669.4  dollars,  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  purpofe  of  furnilh- 
ing  the  two  battalions,  raifed  in  faid  colony,  with  the  articles  allow¬ 
ed  them,  in  lieu  of  bounty, and  for  one  month’s  pay  of  faid  battalions, 
he  to  give  fecurity  for  the  difpofal  of  faid  money,  and  to  render  ac¬ 
count  to  Congrefs, 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  confer  writh  Mr.Lowry,  and  receive 
propofalswith  regard  to  the  recompence  he  will  expert  for  this  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  fupply- 
ing  the  battalions  raifed  in  Pennfyl vania,  be  empowered  to  advertife 
and  receive  propofals  and  contraCt  forfupplying  the  above  two  bat¬ 
talions  with  the  rations  allowed  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  for 
the  battalion,  under  the  command  of  colonel  lord  Sterling,  raifed  in 
the  eaftern  divilion  of  New-Jerfey,  and  Alexander  Cloueh,  was 
elected. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  farther 
fearch  in  the  places  where  the  lead  was  found  at  Crowm-point  and 
Ticonderoga,  and  that  he  fend  as  much  lead  as  can  be  fpared  to 
the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolved , 
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Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  Committee  be  impowered  to  contra# 
for  the  importation  of  an  hundred  tons  of  lead. 

Refolved ,  That  the  intercepted  letters  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  feven,  appointed  the  17th  inlt.  in  order  to  fele#  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  it  may  be  proper  to  publifh,  and  that  they  lay  the 
extracts  before  Congrefs. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lowry, 
having  made  his  report,  and  the  fame  being  confidered. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Lowry  be  allowed  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  full  of  all  charges,  for  the  money  palling  through  his  hands. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the' whole, 
to  take  into  confuleration  the  petitions  from  Bermuda  to  them  re¬ 
ferred,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  conlideration  the  petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
certain  refolutions  thereon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then 
delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  again  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

*  .  •  *  1  .  -  q  „ 

Wednesday,  November  .22,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  were  referred  the  fe- 
veral  petitions  from  the  illand  of  Bermuda,  reprefenting  the  dif- 
trefs  to  which  they  are  expofed  by  the  non-exportation  agreement, 
and  praying  to  be  relieved  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Congrefs  may 
deem  confident  with  the  fafety  of  America,  report  that  they  have 
confidered  the  fame,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refoluti¬ 
ons  : 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  illand  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly 
to  the  caufe  of  America,  and  ought  to  be  fupplied  with  fuch,  and 
fo  great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as  may  be  ne- 
celfary  for  their  fubfillance  and  home  confumption ;  that  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  committee  they  will  annually  require  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid  72000  bulhels  of  Indian  corn,  2000  barrels  of  bread  or 
flour,  1000  barrels  of  beef  or  pork,  2100  bufhels  of  peas  or  beans, 

and  300  tierces  of  rice,  and  that  they  be  permitted  to  export  the 
fame  yearly. 

That  the  faid  inhabitants  ought  to  pay  for  the  above  annual  al¬ 
lowance  in  fait,  but  it  is  not  the.  defign  of  this  refolution  to  exclude 
them  fiom  the  privilege  of  receiving  American  produce  to  any 
*  amount 
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field-piece^^^H^k/01*  armSj  arnnTinition,  falt-petre,  fulpliur,  ana 
of  July  )aft*  ^rCea^  e  t0  a  Solution  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  15  th 

rni 


the  iflan^of11^^  °f  Uf  c“'omes  as  can  conveniently  furniih 
vide  whnfe  f  L  ™uda  Wlth  the  above  mentioned  allowance,  to  di- 
thlrreCneft-r  Z^™taSp™y  refult  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 

nion  o^Sco^lt  8  eXPenC£;  il  “  fUnh£r  the  °pi- 

of  Ice.1  thC  C°!0ny  °f  South-Carolina  fupply  them  with  300  tierces 


ImfieiQ1  'f'r  Cr'°ny  °P  ^ort^"CaroIina  fupply  them  with  16000 
bufiieis  or  Indian  corn,  and  468  bufnels  of  peas  or  beans. 

1 . hat  tne  colony  of  Virginia  fupply  them  with  36000  bufhels  of 
Indian  corn,  and  1050  bufhels  of  peas  or  beans. 

1  hat  the  colony  of  Maryland  fupply  them  with  20,000  bufhels 
of  Indian  corn,  and  582  bufhels  of  peas  or  beans. 

f  *  hat  the,  colon7  of  Penn fyl vania  fupply  them  with  1200  barrels 
01  flour  or  bread,  and  600  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

lhat  the  colony  of  New-York  fupply  them  with  800  barrels 
of  flour  or  bread,  and  400  barrels  of  beef  or  pork. 

.  That  Conventions  or  Committees  of  fafety  of  the  above  men- 
Uoned  colonies  ought  to  fuperintend  the  faid  exportation,  provide 
agamii  frauds,  and  take  care,  that  in  exchanging  the  faid  commo¬ 
dities  of  fait  and  provifions,  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  by  either 
party  of  their  mutual  wants,  and  further,  that  no  veffel  employed 
m  this  bufinefs  ought  to  load  without  their  permifiion,  and  that 
when  they  fhall,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions,  permit  any  of 
the  faid  vefiels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  infpe&ion  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  where  fuch  veffel  fhall 
load,  and  inform  them  that  the  fame  is  done  under  the  authority, 
and  by  order  of  this  Congrefs.  ;  * 

Ordered,  1  hat  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfmit- 
tcd  to  the  feveial  Conventions,  Aflemblies,  or  Committees  of 
fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  ifland  of  Bermuda  ;  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  be  informed,  that  the  Congrefs 
will  afford  them  other  neceffaries  (fuch  as  lumber,  foap,  and  can¬ 
dles,)  whenever  the  quality  and  quantity  of  each  of  thofe  articles 
ufed  in  the  ifland  fhall  be  afcertained. 

That  Edward  Stiles  be  permitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  fend  the 
brig  Seanymph,  Samuel  Stobel,  maker,  with  4000  bufhels  of  In¬ 
dian  corn,  300  barrels  of  flour,  100  barrels  of  bread,  20  barrels 
of  pork,  8  barrels  of  oeef,  30  boxes  of  foap,  and  15  barrels  of  ap¬ 
ples  to  Bermuda,  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
that  the  faid  cargo  be  conlidered  as  part  of  the  annual  allowance 
aforefaid,  for  the  year  enfuing. 

The  committee  on  Volckert  P.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the  minutes 
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of  the  treaty  at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 
and  debated. 

Refolvedy  That  the  further  conlideration  thereof  be  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


■i 
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Thursday,  November  23,  1775. 

Refolvedy  That  120  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  John  Hulbert, 
and  charged  to  general  Schuyler,  and  that  faid  J.  Hulbert,  after 
Rationing  his  men  at  the  fortrelfes  on  Hudfon’s  river,  have  leave  to 
be  abfent  ten  days. 

The  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  velfels  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  draught  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  navy,  and 
articles  to  be  figned  by  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  that  fer- 
vice,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  general  Wafhington’s  letter  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  read. 

Orderedy  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Mr.  Douw’s  letter,  and  the  Albany  treaty,  and  af¬ 
ter  debate  the  firfL  paragraph  was  poitponed,  and  the  remainder 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  letter  from  Volckert  P.  Douw,  Efq.  and  the  minutes  of 
the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  by  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  have  examined  the 
fame  and  come  to  the  following  refolutions  thereupon. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  Indians  be 
affured  that  this  Congrefs  are  pleafed  with  their  defire,  that  the 
trade  fhould  be  opened  as  formerly  at  Albany  and.  Sehenedtady, 
that  the  Congrefs  will  exert  their  flrenuous  endeavours  to  procure 
the  goods  the  Indians  may  want,  and  ptit  the  trade  under  fuch  wife 
regulations,  as  that  mutual  juftice  may  be  effected,  and  that  they 
hope  thofe  endeavours  will  be  fuccefsful. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  furnifh  the  commiffioners  at 
Albany  with  fome  powder,  if  he  can  fpare  it,  to  be  diftributed  a- 
rriong  the  Indians,  who  in  the  prefent  circumflances,  are  much 
diftreffed  by  the  want  of  that  article. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  tranfa&ing  Indian  affairs  in  the 
nortnern  department  be  defired  to  obtain  from  the  Mohawk  Indi¬ 
ans,  and  the  corporation  of  Albany,  a  hate  of  the  controverfy  be¬ 
tween  them,  concerning  the  land  defired  by  the  former  in  the  late 
treaty  at  Albany  to  be  rehored  to  them,  and  report  the  matter  as 
it  fhall  appear  to  them  to  the  Congrefs. 

That 
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TJ?^  fa.ld  c°ramiffioners  be  del'ired,  at  the  expence  of  the 
•  \  C  e  ,°  °mes> to  provide  for  and  entertain  the  fachems  and  war- 

thp.V  °ff  le, IX  iwtl0’ls>  and  other  Indians  friendly  to  thefe  colonies, 
,  attendants  and  melfengers,  with  the  accuilomed  hofpitalitv 
-hen  they  come  to  Albany  or  Scheneftady,  to  treat,  or  give  inteU 
Sence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vifit,  and  for  this  pufpofe  that 

750  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  faid  commiffioners  fubieft 
to  account.  J 


the  faid  commiffioners  be  direfted  to  employ  two  black¬ 
smiths  for  reafonable  falanes,  to  rellde  among  and  work  for  the  In- 
Qians  of  the  fix  nations. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  empowered  to  employ  an  inter- 
pietei,  wit  x  a  a  ai  y  222_p  dollars  by  the  year,  commencing  the 

1 2th  day  of  this  month,  who  (hall  alfo  be  allowed  his  travelling 
expences,  to  be  fettled  by  the  commiffioners,  and  James  Deane, 

if  they  judge  him  well  qualified,  is  recommended  to  execute  this 
office. 


That  23  dollars  be  paid  to  James  Deane  over  and  above  the  7C 
dollars  advanced  him  by  the  commiffioners  for  his  pall  fervices. 

Refolved ,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Albany  treaty,  and  that  they  be  dire&ed  to  confider  of  a  plan  for 
carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  procuring  goods  proper  for  that  trade. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.Wilfon,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Whereas  major  Hawley,  who  was  ele&ed  one  of  the  commiffi¬ 
oners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  cannot,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fituation  of  his  private  affairs,  attend  that  bufinefs, 
and  he  having  by  his  letter  delired  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  elefting  a  commiffi- 
oner  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  in  the  room  of 
trie  faid  major  Hawley. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  certain  frauds  have 
been  attempted  in  executing  contra&s  for  the  Continent. 

Refolved,  I  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
that  matter. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Johnfon, 
colonel  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Jay  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Ha- 
mar,  one  of  the  prisoners  at  Trenton,  for  leave  to  relide  with  Mr. 
Duer,  near  Saratoga,  the  fame  was  granted,  he  to  be  on  the  fame 
parole  as  other  officers,  with  this  variation,  not  to  go  farther  than 
twelve  miles  from  the  place  now  affigned  him. 

Application  being  alfo  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  Symes,  a 
prifoner  now  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  for  leave  to  refide  at 
Trenton,  on  the  lame  parole  as  the  other  officers  there,  the  fame 
was  granted. 

Information -being  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  Committee  of  in- 
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fpe&ion  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  that  fundry  per- 
fo ns  in  this  city  have  refufed  to  receive  in  payment  or  give  currency 
to  the  bills  iffued  by  order  of  this  Congrefs,  and  alfo  to  thofe  e- 
mitted  by  the  Affembly  of  this  province. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  take  this 
matter  into  conflderation,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  JcfFerfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed,  and 
the  orders  of  the  day  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  24,  1775. 

Refolved ,  That  difpatches  be  fent  to  the  colony  agents  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Mr.  Morris’  veffel,  which  will  be  ready  to  fail  on  Monday 
next. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  intercepted  letters  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  committee  publifh.  the  extradls  now  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  that  they  get  a  thoufand  copies  of  the  fame, 
together  with  an  authentic  account  of  the  capture  of  Chambly  and 
St.  John's,  ftruck  off. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  prepare  a  letter  to  the  colony 
agents. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment,  in  the  room  of  major  Hawley,  and  the  ballots  being  ta¬ 
ken  and  examined, 

Timothy  Edwards,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  ele&ed. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
conflderation  the  Jfate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  to  Congrefs 
what  in  their  opinion  is  neceffary  to  be  done  for  its  fafety  and  fe- 
curity. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and 
Mr.  Paca. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conflderation  of  the  report  on  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington’s  letter,  and  the  fame,  after  debate,  was  referred 
for  farther  conflderation  till  to-morrow. 

A  Petition  from  Downham  Newton,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr. 

Jay* 

Refolved ,  That  the  treafurers  pay  fuch  fums  of  money  as  the 
committee  for  promoting  the  manufa£ture  of  falt-petre  fhall  draw 
orders  upon  or  apply  to  them  for,  not  exceeding  1090  dollars,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  faid  committee. 
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lat  in  cafe  the  committee  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of 
a  ^  Pe^r^  cannot  procure  perfons  to  go  to  Virginia  for  that  pur- 
po  e,  it  e  lecommended  to  the  gentlemen,  who  are  defired  and 
empower ed  to  fuperintend  and  forward  the  work  in  that  colony, 
to  emp  oy  any  Ikilful  managers  they  can  meet  with  to  undertake  it. 

A  petition  from  Captain  Dugal  Me.  Gregor,  was  prefented 
and  read.  r 

Rejoived,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  Down- 
ham  Newton’s  petition  is  referred. 

The  committee  on  the  hate  of  the  treafury,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  fever  a  1  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  November  25.  1775. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  field  officers  for  the 
battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined. 

John  Bull,  Efq;  was  elected  colonel, 

James  Irvine,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel. 

Anthony  James  Morris,  Efq;  major. 

Refolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  appointment 
of  an  adjutant  and  a  quarter-maher  for  the  fecond  battalion,  raifed 
in  New-Jerfey,  and  of  an  adjutant  and  quarter-maher  for  the  bat¬ 
talion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

Refoked ,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  the  confederation 
of  the  memorials  of  the  teaholders  in  New- York  an  d  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  John 
Hinchman  for  provilions  furnihied  to  feveral  riffle  companies,  the 
fum  of  65.2  dollars. 

Chrihopher  Maine,  for  kettles  and  canteens  furnifhed  to  cap¬ 
tain  Stevenfon  and  captain  Rofs’s  companies,  the  fum  of  35.8 
dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  Gibfon  and  Ahon. 

Richard  Eache,  deputy  poh-maher  for  fundry  pohages  from 
the  14th  of  October  to  8th  November,  1775,  inclufive  31.1  dol¬ 
lars. 

Thomas  Dewecs,  for  dieting  the  crew  of  the  fhip  Rebecca  and 
Frances,  44.4  dollars. 

Levi  Plollingfworth,  for  expences  of  himfelf  and  three  others  to 
Ticonderoga  and  back  again,  who  took  with  them  a  quantity  of 
Money  for  general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  128  dollars. 

Andrew  Bunker,  for  blankets  and  kettles  furnifhed  captain  Ste- 
phenfon’s  company,  by  Anthony  Noble  4 1.4  dollars. 

Do<Por  Franklin,  for  the  expences  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr. 
Lynch,  and  himfelf,  on  their  journey  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
including  carriage  hire  &c.  58  1.9  dollars,  and  for  other  monies 

paid 
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paid  by  him  for  the  continental  fervice,  including  20  dollars  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Chriilopher  Madeira,  and  to  be  charged  to  him  the  fum 
of  72.7  dollars. 

John  Sterret,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  Jofeph  Holmes  to  cap¬ 
tain  Morgan’s  company,  to  be  charged  to  faid  company,  the  fum 
of  55.9  dollars. 

William  Welt,  for  goods  furnifhed  by  John  Holmes  to  captain 
Cluggage’s  company,  the  fum  of  281.3  dollars,  of  which  fum, 
354^  dollars  being  for  blankets  charged  to  the  continent,  and 
the  remainder  to  captain  Cluggage’s  company. 

Ordered .  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committeee  on  general  Wafhington’s  letter,  and  the  fame  being 
debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  appears  from  undoubted  information,  that  many 
veffels  which  had  cleared  at  the  refpe&ive  cuflom-houfes  in  thefe 
colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  a&s  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  have  in  a  lawlefs  manner,  without  even  the 
femblance  of  juft  authority  been  feized  by  his  Majefly’s  (hips  of 
war,  and  carried  into  the  harbour  of  Boilon  and  other  ports,  where 
they  have  been  rihled  of  their  cargoes,  by  orders  of  his  Majefly’s 
naval  and  military  officers,  there  commanding,  without  the  faid 
vends  having  been  proceeded  againfl  by  any  form  of  tryal,  and 
without  the  charge  of  having  offended  againfl  any  law. 

And  whereas  orders  have  been  iffued  in  his  Majefly’s  name,  to 
the  commanders  of  his  /hips  of  war,  “  to  proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of 
adlual  rebellion  againfl  fuch  of  the  fea  port  towns  and  places  beinp- 
acceifible  to  the  iving’s  Imps,  in  which  any  troops  (hall  be  railed 
or  military  works  ere&ed”  under  colour  of  which  faid  orders,  the 
commanders  of  his  Majefly’s  faid  fhips  of  war  have  already  burned 
and  deilroyed  the  rfourifhing  and  populous  town  of  Falmouth,  and 
have  fired  upon  and  much  injured  feveral  other  towns  within  the 
united  colonies,  and  difperfed  at  a  late  fcafon  of  the  year,  hun- 
dreds  of  helplefs  women  and  children,  with  a  favage  hope  that 
ihofe  may  perifli  under  the  approaching  rigours  of  the  feafom, 
who  may  chance  to  efcape  definition  from  fire  and  fword,  a  mode 
of  warfare  long  exploded  amongfl  eivilized  nations. 

And  whereas  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  fenfibly  afiedl- 
e  by  the  deftruftion  of  their  property,  and  other  unprovoked  in- 
junes  have  at  laft  determined  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  a  repe¬ 
tition  thereof,  and  to  procure  fome  reparation  for  the  fame  bv 
itting  out  armed  veifels  and  (hips  of  force.  In  the  execution  of 
whicn  commendable  defigns  it  is  poffible  that  thofe  who  have  not 
been  inltrumental  m  the  unwarrantable  violences  above-mentioned 
may  fuffer,  unlefs  fome  laws  be  made  to  regulate,  and  tribunals  e- 
refted  competent  to  determine  the  propriety  of  captures _ There- 
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armed  vefrl  ^'Pf,  ?f  war’  frigat«,  (loops,  cutters,  aud 

unjuft  wr  au  °r  ft.allbe  ^ployed  in  the  prefent  cruel  and 

ofJ  or  be  tnf  ?  !’f  U.n,.tef  colonies,  and  /hall  fall  into  the  hands 

to  and  for  1  y  r£  'rhah'ta"tS  thereof>  be  f^d  and  forfeited 
io]  the  purpofes  herein  after  mentioned. 

•  2d’  Rtlvi'  That  all  tranfport  ve/felsin  the  fame  fervice,  hav- 

ing  on  board  any  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  cloathine  provi- 

fions,  or  military,  or  naval  ftores  of  what  kind  foever  a^d  aO  vef- 

fek  to  whomfoever  belonging,  that  (hall  be  employed  in  carrying 

prorifions  or  other  necefTarfes  to  the  Britifh  army  or  armTes  o? 

«avy,  that  now  are  or  (hall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  united 

colonies,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  for  the  ufe  of  fuch 

“  f™>  “d  «8«« 

3d.  _  That  no  mailer  or  commander  of  any  velTel  (hall  be  intitled 
to  cruize  for,  or  make  prize  of  any  vefTel  or  cargo  before  he  (hall 
tiave  obtained  a  commiflion  from  the  Congrefs,  or  from  fuch  per- 

Jon  or  perfons  as  (hall  be  for  that  purpofe  appointed  in  fome  one 
of  the  United  Colonies. 


4th.  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  feveral  legif- 
latures  in  the  United  Colonies  as  foon  as  poffible  to  ereft  courts 
ot  juitice,  or  give  jurifdiction  to  the  courts  now  in  being  for  the 
purpofe  of  determining  concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as 
aforefaid,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  fuch  cafe  be  had  by  a 

jury  under  fuch  qualifications,  as  to  the  refpedlive  legiflatures 
/hall  feem  expedient. 

5th.  That  all  profecutions  /hall  be  commenced  in  the  court  of 
that  colony  in  which  the  captures  /hall  be  made,  but  if  ;io  fuch 
court  be  at  that  time  ere&ed  in  the  faid  colony,  or  if  the  capture 
be  made  on  open  fea,  then  the  profecution  /hall  be  in  the  court  of 
fuch  colony  as  the  captor  may  find  mo/t  convenient,  provided 
that  nothing  contained  in  this  refolution  /hall  be  conftrued  fo  as 
to  enable  the  captor  to  remove  his  prize  from  any  colony  compe¬ 
tent  to  determine  concerning  the  feizure,  after  he  fhall  have  car¬ 
ried  the  ve/fel  fo  feized  within  any  harbour  of  the  fame. 

6th.  That  in  all  cafes  an  appeal  /hall  be  allowed  to  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  /hall  appoint  for  the  tryal 
of  appeals,  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded  within  five  days  af¬ 
ter  definitive  fentence,  and  fuch  appeal  be  lodged  with  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Congrefs  within  forty  days  afterwards,  and  provided  the 
party  appealing  /hall  give  fecurity  to  profecute  the  faid  appeal  to 
e/fe6t,  and  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  fecretary  during  the  recefs 
of  Congrefs,  then  the  faid  appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congrefs  within 
twenty  days  after  the  meeting  thereof. 

7th.  That  when  any  ve/fel  or  velfels  /hall  be  fitted  out  at  the 
expence  of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons  then  the  captures  made, 
fhall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  faid  ve/fel  or  vef- 
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fels  •  that  where  the  veflels  employed  in  the  capture  fhall  be  fitted 
out  at  the  expence  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  one  third 
of  the  prize  taken  (hall  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  captors,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  two  thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid  colony,  and  where  the 
yeffels  fo  employed  (hall  be  fitted  out  at  the  continental  charge, 
then  one  third  fhall  go  to  the  captors,  and  the  remaining  two 
thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  provided  neverthelefs, 
that  if  the  capture  be  a  veffel  of  war,  then  the  captors  fhall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  one  half  of  the  value,  and  the  remainder  fhall  go  to  the 
colony  or  continent  as  the  cafe  may  be,  the  neceffary  charges  of 
condemnation  of  all  prizes,  being  deducted  before  diftribution 
made. 

8th.  That  the  captures  heretofore  made  by  veflels  fitted  out  at 
the  continental  charge  Were  juftifiable,  and  that  the  diftribution  of 
the  captor’s  fliare  of  the  prizes  by  general  Wafhington  be  confir¬ 
med,  which  is  as  follows  : 


A  captain  or  commander 

Firft  lieutenant 

Second  lieutenant 

Surgeon 

Mailer 

Steward 

Mate 

Gunner 

Boatfwain 

Gunner’s  mate 

Serjeant 

Privates 


6  fhares. 

5  do. 

4  do. 

4  do. 

3  d°- 

2  do. 

1  and  a  half  fhare. 
1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

1  and  a  half  do. 

I  fhare. 


Refolved ,  That  that  part  of  general  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the 
nth  inft.  refpe&ing  the  capture  of  a  veffel  by  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampfhire  be  referred  to  the  committee,  who  brought  in 
the  foregoing  report. 

The  Congrefs  next  took  into  confideration  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  fleet  of  the  United  Colonies,  but  not  having  time  to  finifh 
them. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  them  be  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


4 

Monday,  November  27,  1775. 


A  report  prevailing  that  young  Mr.  Skene,  who  was  a  prifoner 
in  Connecticut  has  made  his  efcape. 

Refolved y  That  the  delegates  of  Connedlicut  be  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  that  report. 

Vr  % 

Refolved , 
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troof  ththTh  tv  ,f[Ue  t0  Lord  Steriing  to  colled  the 
n  es  wh  ch  h,  K  ra‘fed New-Jerfey,  (except  the  fix  compa¬ 
nd  To  nW  7b  ^  *°  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s  river) 

Terfev  J  V  W  ia  the  Pattern  divifion  of  New- 

t^ir,rrz^rk  ■■  c*°  bt> th"«  •»  “»■  •» 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 

le  UoomUeraTSH  M  l°  rrt  Utm°ft  to  fnrniih 

the  troops  ra.fed  m  New-Jerfey  for  the  defence  of  New- York 

with  as  many  arms  as  they  can  fpare.  ’ 

C°';rfr  th!"  {;rOCCC;ded  t0  the  choice  of  an  adjutant  and 

,h'  bat“"on  » tb'  ««“■ -I 

,  Mr-  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  deeded  adjutant,  und  Mr.  Bud- 
ael  oninn,  quarter-matter. 

Jlefolvsd,  T  hat  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent  be  fup- 
phed  with  fuel  and  bedding  at  the  expence  of  the  continent. 

—  Refolved,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
lurers,  in  favor  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  pay  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  faid  colony  the 
committee  to  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafiiington  of  the  19th  inft.  enclofmrr  a 

copy  of  a  letter  from  col.  Arnold  of  the  27th  Ofobtr  beincr  re- 
ceived,  was  read.  & 

1  ne  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  difputes  between  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  Pennfylvania,  and  after  debate, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  bean  in- 
ftrudion  to  the  committee  to  hear  evidence  on  the  pofleflion  and 
junfdi&ion  of  the  lands  in  idifpute,  and  reduce  to  writin°*  fucli 
parts  of  the  evidence  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

As  three  of  the  committee  are  abfent,  viz.  Mr.  T.  Rutledp-e 
Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Kinfey.  J  g  ’ 

Refolved t  That  three  members  be  elected  in  their  Head. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedo 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  28,  1775* 

I  he  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  navy  of  the  united  colonies,  and  the  fame  being  debated 
by  paragraphs  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Rule  s  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  commanders  of  all  fhips  and  veffels,  belonging  to  the  thir¬ 
teen  united  colonies,  arc  ttri&ly  required  to  fhew  in  themfelves  a 

good 
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good  example  of  honor  and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men,  and  to 
be  very  vigilant  in  infpe&ing  the  behaviour  of  all  fuch  as  are  under 
them,  and  to  difcountenance  and  fupprefs  all  diffolute,  immoral, 
and  diforderly  practices,  and  alfo  fuch  as  are  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  difcipline  and  obedience,  and  to  corre&  thofe  who  are  guilty  of 
the  fame,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  fea. 

The  commanders  of  the  {hips  of  the  thirteen  united  colonies, 
are  to  take  care  that  divine  fervice  be  performed  twice  a  day  on 
board,  aud  a  fermon  preached  on  Sundays,  unlefs  bad  weather  or 
other  extraordinary  accidents  prevent. 

If  any  {hall  be  heard  to  fwear,  curfe  or  blafpheme  the  name  of 
God,  the  commander  is  ftri&ly  enjoined  to  puniffi  them  for  every 
offence,  by  caufing  them  to  wear  a  wooden  collar,  or  fome  other 
fhameful  badge  of  diftin&ion  for  fo  long  time  as  he  {hall  judge 
proper.  If  he  be  a  commifTioned  officer,  he  {hall  forfeit  one  {hil¬ 
ling  for  each  offence,  and  a  warrant  or  inferior  officer  fix  pence. 
He  who  is  guilty  of  drunkennefs,  if  a  feaman,  {hall  be  put  in  irons 
until  he  is  fober,  but  if  an  officer,  he  {hall  forfeit  two  days  pay. 

No  commander  {hall  inflict  any  punilhment  upon  a  feaman  be¬ 
yond  twelve  lafhes  upon  his  bare  back  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails  •  if 
the  fault  {hall  deferve  a  greater  punilhment,  he  is  to  apply  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  in  order  to  the  trying  of  him  by 
a  court-martial,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  may  put  him  under  con¬ 
finement. 

The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  authority  to  difcharge  a 
commiflion  or  warrant  officer,  nor  to  punifh  or  flrike  him,  but  he 
may  fufpend  or  confine  them,  and  when  he  comes  in  the  way  of  a 
commander  in  chief  apply  to  him  for  holding  a  court-martial. 

The  officer  who  commands  by  accident  of  the  captain  or  com¬ 
manders  abfence  (unlefs  he  be  abfent  for  a  time  by  leave)  fhall  not 
order  any  correction,  but  confinement,  and  upon  the  captains  re¬ 
turn  on  board,  he  fhall  then  give  an  account  of  his  reafons  for  fo 
doing. 

The  captain  is  to  caufe  the  articles  of  war  to  be  huno-  „p  ;n 
fome  public  place  of  the  (hip,  and  read  to  the  (hip’s  company  once 

Whenever  a  captain  (hall  inlift  a  feaman,  he  (hall  take  care  to 
enter  on  his  books  the  time  and  terms  of  his  entering,  in  order  to 
his  being  juftly  paid. 

The  captain  (hall,  before  he  fails,  make  return  to,  and  leave 
with  the  Congrefs  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  Congrefs  (hall 
appoint  for  that  purpofe,  a  compleat  lift  of  all  his  officers  and 
men,  with  the  time  and  terms  of  their  entering,  and  during-  his 
cruize,  (hall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  defertion  or  death  of  any 
of  them,  and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and  after  his  c  ize  and 
before  any  of  them  are  paid  off,  he  (hall  make  return  of  a  corn- 

pleat  lift  of  the  fame,  including  thofe  who  Hall  remain  on  board 
his  (hip.  The 
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The  men  fiia.ll,  at  their  requeft,  be  furniftied  with  flops,  that 
are  ucce  ary,  by  the  captain  or  purfer,  who  /hail  keep  an  account 
ot  the  iame  and  the  captain  in  his  return  in  the  iaft  mentioned  ar- 

lc  e  lie  ed  to  be  made,  ftiall  mention  the  amount  delivered  to 
each  man,  in  order  to  it’s  being  Hopped  out  of  his  pay. 

As  to  the  term  “  mferior  officer”  the  captain  is  to  take  notice 
that  the  fame  does  not  include  any  commiffion  nor  any  warrant 
officer,  except  the  fecond  mafter,  furgeon’s  mate,  cook,  armour¬ 
er,  gunfmith  ,  mafter  at  arms,  and  fail  maker. 

.  ^  caPta'n  's  t0  ta^e  care  when  any  inferior  officers  or  volun- 
tier  feamen  are  turned  over  into  the  ffiip  under  his  command  from 
any  other  ffiip,  not  to  rate  them  on  the  ihip’s  books  in  a  worfc 
quality  or  lower  degree,  or  ftation,  than  they  ferved  in  the  ffiip 
they  were  removed  from  ;  and  for  his  guidance  he  is  to  demand 
i  *rotm  the  commander  of  the  ffiip  from  which  they  are  turned  over, 
a  lift  under  his  hand  of  their  names  and  qualities. 

An}  officer,  feaman,  or  others,  intitled  to  wages  or  prize  mo¬ 
ney,  may  have  the  fame  paid  to  his  affignee,  provided  the  align¬ 
ment  he  attefted  by  the  captain  or  commander,  the  mafter  or  pur¬ 
fer  of  the  ffiip,  or  a  chief  magiftrate  of  fome  county  or  corpora¬ 
tion. 

The  captain  is  to  difcourage  the  feamen  of  his  ffiip  from  fellincr 
any  part  of  their  wages  or  ffiares,  and  never  to  atteft  the  letter  of 
attorney  of  any  feaman,  until  he  is  fully  fatisiied  that  the  fame  is 
not  granted  in  confideration  of  money  given  for  the  purchafe  of 
his  wages  or  ffiares. 

When  any  inferior  officer  or  feaman  dies,  the  captain  is  forth¬ 
with  to  make  out  a  ticket  for  the  time  of  his  fervice,  and  to  fend 
the  fame  by  the  firft  fafe  conveyance  to  the  Congrefs,  or  agents  by 
them  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  in  order  to  the  wages  being 
forthwith  paid  to  the  executors  or  adminiftrators  of  the  deceafed. 

A  convenient  place  ffiall  be  fet  apart  for  fick  or  hurt  men,  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed  with  their  hammocks  and  bedding, 
when  the  furgeon  ffiall  advife  the  fame  to  be  neceflary,  and  fome  of 
the  crew  ffiall  be  appointed  to  attend  and  ferve  them,  and  to  keep 
the  place  clean. 

The  cooper  ffiall  make  buckets  with  covers  and  cradles,  if  ne- 
ceffary,  for  their  ufe. 

All  ffiips  furniffied  with  fiffiing  tackle  being  in  fuch  places  where 
fiffi  is  to  be  had,  the  captain  is  to  employ  fome  of  the  company  in 
fiffiing,  the  fiffi  to  be  diftributed  daily  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  lick 
or  upon  recovery,  provided  the  furgeon  recommend  it,  and  the 
furpl  us  by  turns  amongft  the  meffies  of  the  officers  and  feamen  gra¬ 
tis,  without  any  deduction  of  their  allowance  of  provifions  on  that 
account. 

It  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  commanders  of  fquadrons,to  ffiort- 
cn  the  allowance  of  provifions  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  fer¬ 
vice 
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vice,  taking  care  that  the  men  be  pun&uaily  paid  for  the  fame* 

The  like  power  is  given  to  captains  of  fingle  flops  in  cafes  of 
abfolute  neceffity. 

If  there  fhould  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  captain  is  to  order  three 
pounds  of  beef  to  be  iflued  to  the  men  in  lieu  of  two  pounds  of 
pork. 

One  day  in  every  week  fhall  be  ifftied  out  a  proportion  of  flour 
and  fuet,  in  lieu  of  beef  for  the  ieamen,  but  this  is  not  to  extend 
beyond  four  months  victualling  at  one  time,  nor  fhall  the  purfer 
receive  any  allowance  for  flour  or  fuet  kept  longer  on  board  than 
that  time,  and  there  fhall  be  fupplied  once  a  year,  a  proportion  of 
canvafs  for  pudding  bags,  after  the  rate  of  one  ell  fcr  every  fixteen 
men. 


If  any  fhips  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  fhall  happen  to  come 
into  port  in  want  of  provifions,  the  warrant  of  a  commander  in 
chief  fhall  be  fufiicient  to  the  agent  or  other  inflrument  of  the  vic¬ 
tualling,  to  fupply  the  quantity  wanted,  and  in  urgent  cafes  where 
delay  may  be  hurtful,  the  warrant  of  the  captain  of  the  fliip  fhall 
be  of  equal  effect. 

The  captain  is  frequently  to  order  the  proper  officers  to  infpedh 
the  condition  of  the  provifions,  and  if  the  bread  proves  damp, 
to  have  it  aired  upon  the  quarter  deck  or  poop,  and  alfo  examine 
the  flefh  calk,  and  if  any  of  the  pickle  be  leaked  out,  to  have  new 
made  and  put  in,  and  the  cafk  made  tight  and  fecure. 

The  captain  or  purfer  fhall  fecure  the  cloaths,  bedding,  and  o- 
ther  things  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  die  or  be  killed,  to  be  delivered 
to  their  executors  or  adminiflrators. 

^  All  papers,  charter  parties,  bills  of  lading,  pafs-ports,  and  o~ 
tiier  wntmgs  whatfoever,  found  on  board  any  flup  or  fhips,  which 
iiiall  be  taken,  fhall  be  carefully  preferved,  and  the  originals  fent 
to  the  court  of  juflice  for  maritime  affairs,  appointed  or"  to  be  ap- 
pointed  by  the  legiflatures  in  the  refped  1  ve  colonies,  for  judging 
concerning  fuch  prize  or  prizes;  and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall 
wilfully  or  negligently  deflroy  or  fuffer  to  be  deflroyed,  any  fuch 
papei  01  papers,  he  or  they  fo  offending,  fhall  forfeit  their  fhare 
of  fuch  prize  or  prizes,  and  fuffer  fuch  other  punifhment,  as  they 
fhall  be  judged  by  a  court-martial  to  deferve. 

If  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  embezzle,  or  flea!,  or  take  away 
any  cables,  anchors,  fails,  or  any  of  the  flop’s  furniture  or  any  of  the 
powder,  arms,  ammunition,  or  provifions  of  any  fliip  belonging  to 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  he  or  they  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifh- 
ment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  order. 


1  When  in  light  of  a  fliip  or  fhips  of  the  enemy,  and  at  fuch  o- 
tner  times  as  may  appear  to  make  it  neceffary  to  prepare  for  an  en¬ 
gagement,  the  captain  fhall  order  all  things  in  his  fliip  in  a  proper 
poflure  for  fight,  and  fhall  in  his  own  perfon,  and  according  to  his 
outy  heart  on  and  encourage  the  inferior  officers  and  men  to  fight 
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comagioufly,  and  not  to  behave  themfelves  faintly  or  cry  for  quar¬ 
ters,  on  pain  of  fuch  puniflunent  as  the  offence  /hall  appear  to  de- 
ierve  for  his  negledi 

Any  captain  or  other  officer,  mariner,  or  others,  who  ihall  bafe- 
ly  defert  their  duty  or  ftation  in  the  (hip,  and  run  away  while  the 
enemy  is  in  fight,  or,  in  time  of  aftion,  (hall  entice  others  to  do  fo, 

ffialHuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pumfhment  as  a  court-martial  (hall 
inflict. 

Any  officer,  feaman,  or  marine,  who  (hall  begin,  excite,  caufe, 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  (hip  to  which  he  belongs, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoeyer,  (hall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pu- 
ni  nnent  as  a  court-martial  fhall  diredt.  Any  perfon  in  or  belong- 
mg  to  the  (hip,  who  fhall  utter  any  words  of  fedition  and  mutiny, 
or  enaeavoui  to  make  any  mutinous  affemblies  on  any  pretence 

whatfoevei ,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall 
inflidf. 

ISouc  fhall  prefume  to  quarrel  wuth  or  ffrike  his  fuperior  officer 
tin  pain  of  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  order  to  be  in- 
fl  idled. 

If  any  perfon  fhall  apprehend  he  hasjufl  caufe  of  complaint,  he 
fhall  quietly  and  decently  make  the  fame  known  to  his  fuperior  of¬ 
ficer  or  to  the  captain,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  who  fhall  take  care 
that  juflice  be  done  him. 

I  here  fhall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fighting  between  fhip-mates  on 
board  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  nor 
fhall  there  be  ufed  any  reproachful  or  provoking  fpeeches,  tending 
to  make  quarrels  and  difturbance,  on  pain  of  imprifonment  and 
fuch  other  punifhment,  as  a  court-martial  fhall  judge  proper  to  in- 
fiidt. 

If  any  perfon  fhall  deep  upon  his  watch,  or  negligently  perform 
the  duty  which  fhall  be  enjoined  him  to  do,  or  forfake  his  ftation, 
he  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court-martial  fhall  judo-e  pro¬ 
per  to  inflidt,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

All  murder  fhall  be  punifhed  with  death. 

All  robbery  and  theft  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  diferetion  of  a 
court-martial. 

Any  mafter  at  arms  who  fhall  refufe  to  receive  fuch  prifoner  or 
prifoners  as  fhall  be  committed  to  his  charge,  or  having  received 
them  fhall  fuffer  him  or  them  to  efcape,  or  difmifs  them  without 
orders  for  fo  doing,  fhall  fuffer  in  his  or  their  ftead,  as  a  court- 
martial  fhall  order  and  diredt. 

The  captain,  officers,  and  others,  fhall  ufe  their  utmoff  endea¬ 
vours  to  detedt,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  punifhment,  all  offend¬ 
ers,  and  fhall  at  all  times  readily  affift  the  officers  appointed  for 
that  purpofe  in  the  difeharge  of  their  duty,  on  pain  of  being  pro¬ 
ceeded  againft,  and  punifhed  by  a  court-martial  at  diferetion. 

All  other  faults,  diforders,  and  mifdemeanors,  which  fhall  be 

committed 
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committed  on  board  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  which  are  not  herein  mentioned,  fhall  be  punifhed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  in  fuch  cafes  at  fea. 

A  court-martial  fhall  confift  of  at  lead  three  captains  and  three 
firft  lieutenants,  with  three  captains  and  three  firft  lieutenants  of 
marines,  if  there  {hall  be  fo  many  of  the  marines  then  prefent,  and 
the  elded  captain  fhall  preiide. , 

All  fea  officers  of  the  fame  denomination  fhall  take  rank  of  the 
officers  of  marines. 

Every  member  of  a  court-martial  fhall  take  the  following  oath, 


You  fwear  that  you  'will  'well  and  truly  try , 

and  impartially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  norw  to  be  tried , 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Colonies .  So  help 
you  God  : — which  oath  fhall  be  adminidered  by  the  prefident  to 
the  other  members,  and  the  prefident  fhall  himfelf  be  fworn  by  the 
officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank. 

All  witneffes  before  they  may  be  admitted  to  give  evidence  fhall 
take  the  following  oath  : 

“  You  fwear  the  evidence  you  fhall  give  in  the  caufe  no'W  in  hearing 
fhall  be  the  truth ,  the  'whole  truths  and  nothing  hut  the  truth,”  So 
help  you  God. 

The  fentence  pf  a  court-martial  for  any  capital  offence  {hall  not 
be  put  in  execution,  until  it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fleet;  and  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  prefident  of  every 
court-martial  to  tranfmit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
every  fentence  which  fhall  be  .given,  with  a  fummary  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  proceedings  thereon,  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet,  for  the  time  being,  fhall 
have  power  to  pardon  and  remit  any  fentence  of  death,  that  fhall  be 
given  in  confequence  of  any  of  the  aforementioned  articles. 

There  fhall  be  allowed  to  each  man  ferving  on  board  the  {hips 
in  the  fervice  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  a  daily  proportion 
of  provifions,  according  as  is  expreffed  in  the  following  table,  viz . 

Sunday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips. 

Monday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  and  four 
ounces  cheefe. 


Tuefday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and 


puddin 


(V 


Wednefday,  1  lb.  bread,  two  ounces  butter,  four  ounces  cheefe, 
and  half  pint  of  rice. 

Thurfday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  and  half  pint  of  peafe. 
Friday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  potatoes  or  turnips,  and 


mddino-. 


Saturday,  1  lb.  bread,  1  lb.  pork,  half  pint  peafe,  and  four 
ounces  cheefe. 
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a  a  Pin^  °f  rum  per  man  every  day,  and  diferetionary  allow- 
a  ice  on  extia  duty,  and  in  time  of  engagement. 

A  pint  and  half  of  vinegar  for  fix  men  per  week. 

^  he  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  {hall  be  as  follows  #  : 

Captain  or  Commander,  32  Dollars 
lieutenants, 

Matter, 

Mates, 

Boatfwain, 

Boatfwain’s  Brft  mate, 

Ditto,  fecond  ditto, 

Gunner, 

Ditto  mate, 

Surgeon, 

Surgeon’s  mate, 

Carpenter, 

Capenter’s  mate. 

Cooper, 

Captain’s  clerk. 

Steward, 

Chaplain, 

Able  feamen, 

Captain  of  marines, 
lieutenants, 

Serjeants, 

Corporals, 

Fifer, 

Drummer, 

Privates  or  marines, 


20  do. 
20  do. 
1 5  do. 
15  do. 
9  a  do. 

3  do. 
15  do. 
iof  do. 
2 if  do. 
13  1  do. 

15  do. 
io|  do. 
15  do. 

15  do. 

1  3_L  do. 

j  3 

20  do. 

6 1  do. 

26§  do. 

18  do. 

8  do. 

7_i  do. 
'  3 

7  ydo. 

3 

7  *  do. 

'T 

6 1  do. 


per  calendar  month. 


ORDERS  of  CONGRESS. 

We,  whofe  hands  and  marks  are  hereunto  fet  and  fubferibed, 
being  officers,  feamen,  and  marines,  do,  and  each  of  us  doth  a- 
gree  to  and  with  of  the  good  {hip,  called  the 

belonging  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North 
America,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  fay, 

In  the  firft  place,  We  do  hereby  agree  for,  by  and  under  the 
confederations  after-mentioned,  to  and  with  the  laid  commander, 
forthwith  to  enter  and  fhip*  ourfelves,  and  in  due  and  feafonable 
time  to  repair  on  board  the  laid  flip,  called  the  and 

during  the  term  of  months  to  the  utrnofl  of  our  power 

and  ability  refpedlively  to  difeharge  our  feveral  fervices  or  flations, 
■and  in  every  thing  to  be  conformable  and  obedient  to  the  feveral 
requirings  and  lawful  commands  of  the  laid  and  hi& 

fuceeffiors  in  command. 

Secondly) 
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Secondly ,  We  do  alfo  oblige  and  fubjefl  ourfelves  to  ferve  on 
board  the  faid  fliip  during  the  faid  cruize,  and  as  {lie  is  a  fiiip  of 
war,  we  do  feverally  oblige  ourfelves  by  thefe  articles,  to  comply 
with,  and  be  fubjedt  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  the  American 
fleet,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  Congrefs,  and  to  be  governed  and  com¬ 
manded  in  time  of  action  with  an  enemy,  according  to  the  fame 
rules,  and  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  fame  punifliments  and  penalties 
as  are  there  inflicted,  in  cafe  we  or  any  of  us  offer  to  defert  our 
quarters,  or  not  obey  the  commands  of  the  faid 
or  his  fuccefiors  in  command,  in  giving  chace  to  any  fiiip  or  fliips, 
vefiel  or  vefiels,  or  otherwife,  and  if  upon  a  fcrutiny  of  our  faid 

or  his  faid  officers,  we  or  any  of  us  fiiould  be 
found  guilty  of  any  breach  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement, 
or  any  aft  of  cowardice,  we  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree 
to  allow  and  forfeit  our  feveral  and  refpeftive  fiiares  of  and  in  any 
prize  or  prizes  we  (hall  then  have  taken,  to  be  divided  amongft  the 
faid  fliip’s  company. 

Thirdly ,  We  do  alfo  feverally  agree  and  oblige  ourfelves,  that 
when  any  prize  or  prizes  have  been  taken,  to  follow  the  exprefs 
directions  of  the  fa;d  or  his  fucceffors  in  boarding 

the  faid  prize,  and  be  under  the  command  of  any  officer  whom  the 
faid  fliall  appoint,  and  be  affifting  to  him  to  carry 

the  faid  prize  to  vrhatever  port  or  ports  fuch  prize  or  prizes  fhall  be 
affigned  by  the  faid  And  wc  do  hereby  further  fe¬ 

verally  agree  and  covenant  in  that  cafe,  to  be  true  and  faithful  in 
difcharge  of  our  duty  and  truft,  and  will  not  in  any  fiiape  embezzle, 
defraud,  or  plunder  any  thing  on  board  fuch  prize  or  prizes;  and 
and  in  cafe  any  or  either  of  us  fhall  be  found  guilty  of  any  breach 
contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  this  agreement,  wm,  and  fuch  of 
us  being  guilty  thereof,  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to 
allow  fo  much  of  all  and  every  of  our  fhares,  and  part  of  our  fiiares 
of  and  in  the  faid  prize  or  prizes  then  or  thence  after  to  be  taken, 
and  of  all  our  refpeftive  wages,  that  then  fliall  be  due  and  coming 
to  us  in  refpeff  of  our  fervices,  as  fhall  make  good  fuch  plunder 
and  embezzlement,  we  fhall  have  been  found  guilty  of. 

Fourthly ,  And  it  is  alfo  further  agreed  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  all  parties  hereto,  that  the  officer  or  officers  or  any  of 
the  ihip’s  company  fent  on  board  any  prize,  fliall  have  as  good 
a  (hare  and  intereft  of  any  prize  that  fliall  be  thereafter  taken,  dur¬ 
ing  his  or  their  abfence,  as  if  he  or  they  had  been  on  board  the 
faid  veffel,  at  the  time  of  taking  thereof,  any  thing  herein  contain¬ 
ed  to  the  contrary  notwithffcanding.  Provided  always,  and  it  is 
hereby  agreed  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  faid  laft  mentioned  claufe, 
that  if  the  faid  officer  or  officers,  and  fuch  of  the  faid  fliip’s  com¬ 
pany  to  whom  the  conduct  and  management  of  any  prize  has  been 
entrufted,  do  not  (firft  having  accepted  the  commands  of  the  faid 
commander  concerning  the  faid  prize  under  his  or  their  cultody) 

immediately 
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immediately  repair  to  the  refpeftive  port  or  harbour  where  the  fai'd 
proceed  with  the  -  ^  “  ?°mmand  ^  order,  or  do  not 

r  JXX'is&zEzf  ti11" 

being,  that  then,  and  In  failure  of  any  or  either  oft’  f  ^  116 

?id  °»  ~  pm.,  «  ,»d  :S „ d 

offending,  do  hereby  feverally  fubmit  and  agree  to  be  cafluered  not 
only  for  our  feveral  and  refpeftive  interelts  and  (liares  of  a  id  In  he 
captures  of  prize-money,  but  totally  to  be  excluded  lnH  r 
from  the  payment  of  any  wao-es  then  d„e  r„  r  ™  ?d  oiveited 

of  our  feveral  fervices  on  boa?d  the  faid  (hip  ^ 

accrued 3t0  uJareS  “  ddin(ll,ents>  that  othenttfe  would  have 

and^tbf'thirteen1  U  >"d  r  for  and  In  behalf  of  himfelf 

covenant  and  a  "  "  f0'0"163  °f  North-America,  doth  hereby 

rines  whof*  n 0  and  Wltb  the  fani  officers,  feamen,  and  ras- 

them’in  corfSd™  ofSh^T' mu!  ^ 

,,  i»  .  fchtdule  hereunder  U 

or  marks  or  each  refpeaive  officer,  feaman,  or  Jandman  •  and  like- 
wife  to  advance  to  each  and  every  of  them,  one  month’s  pay  at  en- 
tiunce,  (due  fecurity  for  the  fame  being  firlt  given)  the'receipt 
-whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge.  P 

S,xthb>  Aad  ai)  an  encouragement  to  exert  the  valour  of  the  fea- 

r ft"  tf d  defendmg  the  faid  /hip,  and. in  fubduing  and 

difti effing  the  faid  enemy,  the  faid  for  and  of  be¬ 

half  of  the  faid  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North- America,  doth 
mthu-  covenant,  promife,  and  agree  to  and  with  all  and  every  the 
o  fleets,  feamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  any  prize 
or  prizes  (hall  be  taken  by  the  faid  (hip  during  the  intended  cruize 

that  the  fame  (hall  be  proceeded  againft,  and  diftributed  according 
to  the  relolutions  of  Con^refs.  ^ 

And  ;t,is  by  thefc  prefents  mutually  agreed  and  con- 
fented  to  by,  and  between  the.faid  and  every  the 

o  cers,  feamen,  and  marines,  parties  hereto,  that  in  cafe  the  com- 
man  cr  or  t  e  time  being  lofe  a  limb  in  an  engagement,  or  be  o- 
therwife  duabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  of  get- 
ing  a  livelihood  to  fubf.il  upon,  he  (hall  receive  out  of  the  nett 
prohts  of  fiich  prize  or  prizes,  or  prize  goods,  if  fo  .much  arife, 
x  01 1  dividend  or  diftnbution  be  declared,  the  fum  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  dollars;  or  if  he  lofe  his  life,  his  widow  or  children  (if  any ) 
dial!  receive  the  faid  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars,  together. with 
a.)  prize-money  to  him  belonging  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  And 
if  the  captain  of  the  marines,  or  any  other  commiffion  and  warrant 
officer  lorn  a  limb,  or  be  otherwife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  in¬ 
capable  afterwards  of  getting  a  fubfiftence,  he  or  they  fo  difabled 
(hall  receive  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  if  fo  much  arife  from 

the 


the  nett  profits  as  aforefaid;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  the  widow  or  chil¬ 
dren  (if  any),  is,  are,  and  (hall  be  intitled  to  the  fame,  together 
with  their  ffiare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of  their  deceafe. 
And  if  an  inferior  officer,  feaman  or  marine,  lofe  a  limb,  or  be  o- 
therwife  difabled,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  afterwards  or 
getting  a  fubfiftence,  he  or  they  (hall  receive  a  bounty  of  200 
dollars,  to  be  deducted  as  aforefaid ;  and  in  cafe  of  death,  his 
widow  or  children  (if  any),  is,  are,  and  ffiall  be  intitled  to  the 
fame,  together  with  his  fhare  of  prize-money  due  at  the  time  of 
his  deceafe. 

He  who  firft  difcovers  a  fliip  or  veffel  which  ffiall  afterwards  be¬ 
come  a  prize,  ffiall  be  intitled  to  a  double  fhare  of  fuch  prize. 

There  ffiall  be  ten  ffiares  of  every  prize,  which  fhall  be  taken 
and  condemned,  fet  apart  to  be  given  to  fuch  inferior  officers, 
feamen  and  marines,  as  ffiall  be  adjudged  beft  to  deferve  them  by 
the  fuperior  officers,  who  ffiall  be  appointed  to  make  fuch  deter¬ 
mination. 

He  who  ffiall  firft  board  a  fliip  or  other  veffel,  making  refin¬ 
ance,  which  fhall  become  a  prize,  fhall  be  intitled  to  a  triple 
fhare. 

Provided  always,'  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  the  parties  to  the  aforementioned  articles  and 
orders,  that  any  of  the  officers,  feamen,  and  marines  ffiall  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  removed  by  the  Congrefs  or  Committee  of  the  Congrefs, 
during  the  recefs  thereof,  or  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
American  fleet  for  the  time  being,  from  the  aforefaid  veffel  to  a- 
ny  other  armed  veflel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  any 
thing  contained  in  the  foregoing  orders  and  articles  notwithftand- 
ing. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  North-Carolina,  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  two  battalions  which  the  Congrefs  directed 
to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  be  encreafed  to  the 
continental  eftabliihment,  and  kept  in  pay  at  the  expence  of  the 
united  colonies  for  one  year  from  this  time,  or  until  the  farther 
order  of  Congrefs,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  good 
people  of  that  colony,  againft  the  attacks  of  minifterial  oppreffion 
as  affifting  the  adjacent  colonies. 

That  application  be  made  to  the  councils  of  fafety  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  of  Pennfylvania  and  South-Carolina  for  fo  much  gunpowder  as 
can  be  fpared  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  North-Carolina. 

Refolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of  North-Carolina, 
be  dire&ed  to  purchafc  a  number  of  drums,  fifes  and  colours  fuit- 
able  for  the  faid  battalions,  and  that  the  prefident  be  directed  to 
draw  on  the  continental  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars  for  the  payment  thereof* 

That 
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That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  North- Carolina, 

>e  e  ned  to  employ  immediately  all  the  gun-fmiths  in  that  colo- 
n) ,  in  tie  making  of  mufquets  and  bayonets  of  the  hze,  and  in 
tae  manner  recommended  by  Cougrefs  the  4th  of  this  inft.  No- 

That  two  miniilers  of  the  gofpel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately 
amongft  the  regulators  and  highlanders  in  the  colony  of  North- 
Carolma  for  the  purpofe  of  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies  •  that  the 
gentlemen  to  be  employed  be  allowed  40  dollars  a  month  for  their 
fervices  ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  faid  colony  be  empowered 
to  apply  to  and  procure  perfons  proper  for  this  bufinefs. 

T  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafetv  01  North -Caiohna,  in  cafe  the  method  of  defending  the  faid 
colony  by  minute  men  be  inadeqnate  to  the  purpofe,  to  fubftitute 
fuch  other  mode  as  to  them  fhall  appear  moft  likely  to  effect:  the 
fecurity  of  that  colony. 

Agieeable  to  tne  oiuer  of  the  day  the  Congrefs  took  into  conii- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of  the  tea- 
holders,  and  the  fame  being  debated. 

On  the  queltion  put  to  agree  to  it. 

Carried  in  the  negative. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  November  20,  r 7 ^ c 

v ?  /  /  j " 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  by  exprefs  being  received,  was 
read,  containing  an  account  of  the  continental  troops  under  brioa- 
dier  general  Montgomery,  having  taken  poffeflion  of  Montreal^on 
the  izthinftant. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Down-* 
ham  Newton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con¬ 
fide  ra  t  i  o  n ,  w  h  ere  u  p  on , 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  Downham  Newton  be  permitted  to  ex¬ 
port  on  board  his  veffel  on  the  terms  propofed  in  his  petition  fuch 
provifions  of  pork  and  hour  as  he  brail  think  proper.  > 

The  Con  grefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  hate  of  the  treasury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolntion. 

Refolved ,  That  bills  of  credit  be  emitted  by  Congrefs  to  the  a- 
mount  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

That  the  committee  on  the  hate  on  the  treafury  be  diredled  to 
confult  the  printer,  and  report  the  numbers  and  denominations  of 
the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  that  they  contract  for  proper  paper 
for  printing  the  faid  bills.. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  agents 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  read  and  debated  was  agreed  to.' 

Ordered ,  That  a  fair  copy  be  made,  figned  and  forwarded. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  correfponding  with  our  friends  in  Great-Britain,  Ire¬ 
land  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  they  lay  their  corre- 
fpondence  before  Congrefs  when  directed. 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  make  provifion  to  defray  all  fuch 
expences  as  may  arife  by  carrying  on  fuch  a  correfpondence,  and 
for  the  payment  of  fuch  agents  as  they  may  fend  on  this  fervice. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Harrifon,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  John- 
fon,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  on  the  proclamations  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members.  * 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thu  rsday,  November  30,  177^. 


Refolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  journal  of 
laft  fefiion,  be  diredted  to  revife  the  journal  of  the  prefent,  in  or¬ 
der  to  its  being  printed  ;  and  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the  faid 
committee,  to  examine  whether  it  will  yet  be  proper  to  publilh. 
any  of  thofe  parts  omitted  in  the  journal  of  laft  fefiion. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Wythe  be  added  to  the  faid  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  who  is  abfent. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
letters  of  thanks  to  the  three  general  officers  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment  for  their  fer vices. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  general  Wafh- 
ington’s  letter,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved ,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  fufpend  the  rai^ng 
the  two  battalions  of  marines  out  of  his  prefent  army. 

That  the  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raifed  independant  of  the 
army  already  ordered  for  the  fervice  in  Maftachufett’s-Bay. 

That  no  bounty  be  allowed  to  the  army  on  re-inliftment. 

Sundry  letters  from  gen.  Schuyler,  W.  Livingflon,  Efq;  and 
the  committee  fent  to  the  northward  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter, 

and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  December  i,  1775. 

re^umed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  from  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhmgton,  whereupon, 

Ixejohedy  I  hat  the  500,000  dollars  lately  ordered,  be  forward¬ 
ed  with  all  poffible  expedition  to  general  Wafhington,  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  pay  fuch  foldiers  as  will  re-inlift  for  the  fuc- 
eeeding  year,  their  wages  for  the  months  of  Oftober,  November 
and  December,  and  alfo  advance  them  one  month’s  pav. 
r  ,T!lat  the  governments  of  New-England  be  informed  of  the  re- 
loiution  of  Congrefs  relative-'to  the  pay  ordered  to  be  made  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  army,  and  be  dehred  to  promote  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  in  the  prefent  army,  as  well  as  in  their  feveral  colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick-Town,  in  Maryland, 
was  received  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  their  having  ap¬ 
prehended  major  Connolly  and  his  affiociates,  and  defiring  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  Congrefs  with  regard  to  the  priloners. 

Refolvedy  1.  hat  the  faid  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia. 

Refolvedy  That  the  farther  coniideration  of  the  general’s  letter,* 
and  the  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Northampton  in  Virginia,  with 
1  undry  papers  inclofed,  was  received  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Hate  of  Virginia. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Paca  be  added  to  that  committee  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  is  abfent. 

Refolvedy  That  the  naval  committee  be  diredfed  to  confer  with 
captain  Stone,  and  engage  him  and  his  veffel  on  the  moft  reafona- 
ble  terms  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
or  deftroying  the  cutters  and  armed  veffels  in  Chefapeak  Bay, 
under  lord  Dunmore. 

Refolvedy  That  colonel  Harrifon  do  immediately  proceed  to 
Maryland,  and  be  impowered  with  the  delegates  of  that  colony 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  appear  to 
them  moft  effiedtua!  to  procure,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  two  or 
three  armed  veffel s  to  cruize  on,  take  or  deflroy  armed  veffels, 
cutters,  and  fhips  of  war  of  the  enemy,  that  may  be  found  in  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak,  or  coafts  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Whereas  defigns  are  formed  by  certain  minifterial  partizans  in 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princefs-Ann,  and  fome  other  parts 
of  Virginia,  on  Chefapeak-Bay,  under  the  influence  of  lord  Dun- 
more,  to  contravene  the  non-exportation  agreement,  by  export¬ 
ing  provifions  and  other  produce  of  that  country  to  the  W eft- 
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India  iflands,  and  thereby  injure  the  intereft  and  weaken  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  united  colonies,  in  oppofing  the  prefent  oppreffive 
fyftem  of  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  armed  vefiels  be  authorifed  and  directed 
to  feize  and  detain  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congrefs,  all 
fuch  Blips  and  veffels  as  they  may  find  employed  in  fuch  exporta¬ 
tions  from  the  places  aforefaid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  naval  committee  be  directed  to  employ  the 
armed  (loop,  commanded  by  captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of 
Rhode- Iiland,  now  on  a  voyage  to  this  port,  and  difpatch  her 
forthwith  to  aid  the  marine  bufmefs  to  the  fouthward. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  com- 
miflion  for  the  captains  or  commanders  of  the  lhips  of  war  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  batta¬ 
lion  now  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  to  keep  a 
regular  guard  over  the  fhips  and  ftores  belonging  to  the  united  co¬ 
lonies,  a£/>r  on  the  wharves,  or  in  the  ftores  on  the  wharves  of 
MefTrs.  Willing  and  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert. 

The  afiembly  of  New-Jerfey  having  by  a  refolution  of  their 
houfe,  accepted  the  resignation  of  two  of  their  delegates,  and 
confirmed  the  other  three,  and  by  another  refolution  enlarged 
their  power,  the  faid  refolutions  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  as  follows. 
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ce  New-Jerfeys  Houfe  of  AJfembly,  Nov  evil  er  2  2,  t 7 7 5 . 

The  houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  requeft  of  James  Kin- 
fey  and  John  D.  Hart,  Efquires  ;  two  of  the  delegates  appointed 
by  this  houfe  to  attend  the  Continental  Congrefs  for  leave  to  re- 
fign  their  faid  appointment. 

Refolved ,  That  the  reafons , given  by  thofe  gentlemen  for  their 
refignation  appear  to  this  houfe  to  be  fatisfa&ory,  and  that  their 
refignation  therefore  be  accepted,  thereupon 

Refolved ,  That  the  three  remaining  delegates  or  any  two  of 
them  reprefent  the  colony  during  the  prefent  Continental  .Con¬ 
grefs. 

Thurfday ,  November  30,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  inconvenience  arifing 
from  requiring  the  attendance  of  two  of  the  delegates  to  reprefent 
(the  colony  in  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  any  one  of  the  three  delegates  appointed  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Congrefs  be,  and  fuch  delegate  is  hereby  fully  authorized 
to  reprefent  this  colony  during  Congrefs. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Votes , 

RICHARD  SMITH,  elk,  pf  affembly.” 

The 
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renIiedCXmfttee  apf°mted  t0  Prepare  ‘he  form  of  a  commiffion 

,wh'ch  Was  read  and  agreed  to. 

with  proper  1b]ankst.nree  hUndl"ed  C°P‘eS  be  immed‘atel>'  printed 

to  -noirt!'0n  bfvS  Tde  inrbeha1f  of  captain  Jenkins,  for  leave 
tL  ime- ll  ^  F°7  10"?  Othe  iiland  of  Nantucket,  for 

bufc?  Bav  t0.  afremb'y  °r  «enera!  -urt  of  Maffa- 

V  as  b-  *’hJ.M,ref  d  A  the,COmmittCe  of  FaIm°uth,  to  whom  he 
Wrfi  7  thtm  reffr7>  "<*  having  it  in  their  power  to  furniih  the 
provaions  wanted,  had  recommended  him  to  Congrefs  to  be  fup! 

1  ')}  :'r\ t!'"fame  at  fo7e  port  w  the  middle  or  fouthern  colonies. 

---  Johed,  1  hat  permiffion  be  granted  to  capt.  Jenkins,  to  car- 
.  ,  ...t  piovimns  pecified  in  the  certificate  of  the  committee  of 
nc.  utn,  ^  J-  ^  mteina  1  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of 
. ntuc ket,  he  hrft  taking  an  oath,  and  giving  bond  to  the  com- 

T^r^riinlpea!0n  arld  obfe.rvation,  for  the -city  and  liberties  of 
uia  ep.ia,  to  purfue  their  inftru6tions  in  his  voyage,  and  to 

Uie  hlS  endeavours  not  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  cutters 

or  armed  veilels  of  the  enemy. 

The  committee  on  the  hate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  re- 
pOit,  wnicH  was  read,  whereupon 

,  Rflwd>  That  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  bills  or- 
dered  to  De  emitted  be  as  follows  : 


^ 3 >3  34  °f  8  dollars  each. 

83>333  of  7  do. 

v  s3>333  of  6  do. 

83>333  of  5  do. 

83’334  of  4  do 
83>333  of  3  do. 

83>333  of  2  do. 

^  83’333  1  do. 

Refolved ,  I  hat  the  plates  ufed  in  the  laft  emilhon  be  ufed  for 
flriking  off  and  printing  the  above  bills. 

Refolved,  That  the  gentlemen  who  fuperintended  the  prefs  at  the 
laft  emilhon,  be  impowered  to  fuperintend  the  printing  thefe  bills. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  be  di¬ 
rected  to  enquire  abc ut proper  perfons  to  fign  and  number  faid  bills, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general’s  letter, 
whereupon. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  regiment  of  artillery  confift  of  one  colonel, 
two  lieutenant  colonels,  two  majors  and  twelve  companies. 

That  the  general  be  informed  that  two  gentlemen,  namely,  Tho¬ 
mas  Crafts,  jun.  and  George  Trott,  Efquires,  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  Congrefs  as  proper  perfons  for  field  officers  in  faid  re¬ 
giment, 
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oiment,  and  that  the  general  enquire  into  their  characters  and  abi¬ 
lities,  and  if  upon  enquiry  he  fliall  judge  them  proper,  and  that  the 
appointment  of  them  will  occafion  no  dilturbance  or  difguft  in  the 
regiment,  that  he  appoint  them  and  acquaint  Congrefs  thereof. 

C Refolved ,  That  it  be  an  infir  uction  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  contract  for  fupplying  the  prifoners  that  Mr  D.  Franks,  of  this 
city,  be  permitted  to  fupply  the  troops,  who  are  prifoners  in  this 
colony,  with  provifions  and  other  neceiTaries  at  the  expence  of  the 
crown,  and  to  fell  his  bills  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  neceifary 
for  that  purpofe  and  that  the  faid  Committee  confer  with  Mr. 
Franks,  and  enquire  whether  he  will  alfo  undertake  on  the  fame 
terms  to  fupply  the  prifoners  in  other  colonies. 

TheCongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  oftheCom- 
mittee  of  conference,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflembly  or  general 
court  of  the  colony  of  Maffachuflett’s-Bay,  to  ufe  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  that  the  army  before  Boflon  be  fupplied  with  wood 
and  hay  on  the  mod  reafonable  terms. 

That  in  the  new  eftablifhment  of  the  army  the  general  officers  be 
not  allowed  regments,  nor  the  field  officers  companies. 

That  all  perfons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize  be  deemed 
prifoners  at  the  difpofal  of  the  general,  whether  the  prize  be  taken 
by  veffels  fitted  out  in  the  pay  of  the  continent  or  by  others. 

That  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  continent;  that  the  officers  being  in  pay  fhould  fupply 
themfelves  with  cloaths,  their  bills  to  be  taken  for  the  fame,  that 
the  foldiers  be  furnifhed  as  they  now  are. 

That  as  the  new  army  in  MaffachufettVBay  is  calculated  to  op- 
pofe  the  army  at  Boflon,  it  is  not  expe£led  that  the  general  fhould 
detach  any  part  of  it  to  New- York  or  clfewhere,  unlefs  it  appear  to 
him  neceffary  fo  to  do  for  the  common  fafety. 

That  the  troops  in  the  new  army  be  paid  monthly. 

That  an  exchange  of  prifoners  will  be  proper,  citizens  for  citizens 
officers  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  and  foldier  for  foldier. 

That  enfign  Moland  be  detained  in  the  place  where  he  now  is,  un¬ 
til  exchanged. 

That  this  Congrefs  approve  the  terms  on  which  the  artificers  of 
different  forts  have  been  employed  in  the  army;  and  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  go  on  upon  the  prefent  agreement,  as  being  the  belt  that  can 
probably  be  made. 

That  the  general  be  directed  to  pick  out  from  each  of  the  riffle 
companies  Inch  as  are  not  markfmen,  and  difmifs  them  in  fuch 
manner  as  will  be  fafeft,  with  an  allowance  of  pay  to  go  home,  if 
they  do  not  chufe  to  inlift  in  other  battalions,  and  in  the  mean  time 
that  all  receive  their  pay.  *• 

That  what  artillery  of  different  kinds  can  be  fpared  from  New- 
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beforeaBoftorVn'Point’  bC  pr°CUred  3nd  forwarded  to  the  army 

Francis’  Penobfcot-  Stockbridge,  and 

fi  'vJ  and  h-r-tnblS  may  be  CaHed  on  in  cafe  of  real  ne«f- 

Thardn  r  the  gmng  then: i  prefent.  is  fuitable  and  proper. 

of  bavin  C°IIT''tC/  of  t,lrec  he  appointed  to  devife  the  belt  mode 

I!  SZLTft  (Pr  uS  °f  Charaaer)  P°^d  along  the  roads 

forthe  PurP0fc  of  conveying  J,  „d  f„. 

Dr-  rra;,kiin>  Mr-  Le"’-.  and  Mr.  Deane. 

ment  A  ‘T  33  «»  be  *P«*d  from  the  northern  depart¬ 

ment  and  is  wanted  at  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  be  fent  down  from 
i.  iconderoga  to  Cambridge. 

That  the  Congrefs  approve  the  general’s  fitting  out  armed  veflels 
to  intercept  the  enemies  fupplies. 

That  when  the  army  receives  fuch  fupplies  of  powder  as  to  be 

enabled  to  fpare  fome  to  the  country,  that  it  be  fold  to  them  at  a 
reatonable  price. 

That  the  fecret  Committee  be  direfted  to  enquire  what  articles 
me  necefiary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  how  they  may  be  pro- 
cured  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  refolutions  paffed  on  the  general’s  letters,  and 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  conference,  and  fuch  other  refo¬ 
ld10113  as  relate  to  the  eflablifhment  of  the  new  army,  not  already 
forwarded,  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  general. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Eathan  Allen,  who  was 
taken  pnfoner  near  Montreal,  is  confined  in  irons  on  board  a  velfel 
in  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

Refolded ,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to  apply  to  gen. 
Howe  on  this  matter,  and  delire  that  he  may  be  exchanged. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  December  4.  1775. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  accounts  from  MaffachufetUs-Bay 
were  referred,  reported  that  for  want  of  proper  vouchers  they  were 
not  able  to  proceed  on  that  bufinefs,  and  therefore  defired  to  be 
difeharged. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  Committee  upon  their  requefl  be  dif¬ 
eharged. 

Refolvcdy  That  the  fum  of  forty  thoufand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  colony  of  New-Hampfhire,  on  account  ofexpences  by  them  in¬ 
curred,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  forty  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty  three  dollars,  and  one  third  of  a  dollar 
be  paid  to  the  colony  of  Maffachufet’ts-Bay  in  part  of  their  account, 
the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 
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DeceembEr,  1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  or¬ 
dered  by  Congrefs. 

The  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  received  on  Saturday  laft,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon, 

Rcfolved ,  That  three  companies  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Pennfylvania  immediately  march  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  colonel  Irvine,  into  Northampton  county  in  Virginia,  for  the 
protection  of  the  Affociation  in  thofe  parts,  and  for  the  defence 
thereof  againft  the  defign&  of  the  enemies  of  America. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  refill  to  the  utmoft  the  arbi¬ 
trary  government  intended  to  be  eftablifhed  therein,  by  their  gover¬ 
nor  lord  Dunmore,  as  manifeftly  appears  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
lordfhips  conduCt  for  fome  months  pail. 

Whereas  lord  Dunmore  by  his  proclamation  lately  publifhed, 
has  declared  his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tearing 
up  the  foundations  of  civil  authority  and  government  within  the 
faid  colony. 

Refolved ,  Therefore  that  if  the  Convention  of  Virginia  fhall  find 
it  neceffary  to  eftablifh  a  form  of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be 
recommended  to  that  Convention  to  call  a  full  and  freereprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  reprefentatives,  if  they  think  it  ne¬ 
ceffary  eftablifh  fuch  form  of  government  as  in  their  judgment  will 
beft  produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moft  effectually  fecure 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  Virginia  have  leave 
at  their  requeft,  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  will  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  if  any  colony 
fnould  feparately  petition  the  King  or  either  houfe  of  parliament. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  affembly  of  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Refolved ,  That  Carlifle,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  be  afiign- 
cd  as  well  as  the  three  towns  of  Reading,  Lancafter,  and  York, 
for  the  reception  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  St.  John’s. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  Mr.  Knox,  by  the  firft  ex- 
preis  to  Albany  and  defire  him,  in  cafe  the  fervices  he  is  upon  will 
admit,  to  repair  to  the  fortreffes  on  Hudfon’s- River,  in  the  high¬ 
lands,  infpedf  the  ftate  of  the  works  carrying  on  there,  and  the  ii- 
tuation  of  the  places  adjacent,  and  tranfmit  an  account  thereof  to 
Congrefs. 

The  delegates  of  Malfachufett‘s-Bay,  laid  before  Congrefs  arr- 
folution  of  the  general  court  of  that  colony  paffed  in  November  laft, 
extending  the  commiffion  of  their  delegates  to  the  laft  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  which  was  read.  The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

^  T-UESday,  December  l77y 
'hat  the  naval  Committee  be  Inftrudted  to  engage  the 
.annei  to  the  firft  ofjanuary  1777,  unlefs  fooner  dif- 
ongreis. 

ggefted  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  palled  the  2d 

-  1  ♦.  r  t0  caf)t*  Jenk.ins,  was  grounded  on  a  miftake  with 

regard  to  fadts, 

Refohed. ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 

1  in^oc^n  1  eration, enquire  into  fadts,and  report  to  Congrefs. 

,^ie  raem  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Cuffing,  and  Mr. 
M‘ikean.  ° 

I  he  Committee  of  claims  applying  for  infiru&ions,  with  regard 

to  fun  dry  charges  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them  from  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Rhode-  Ifiand; 

Refohed ,  That  the  charge  for  purchafing  and  repairing  arms  be 
not  allowed. 

Tnat  the  expence  of  removing  the  flock  from  Slock-Ifland  and, 
ether  places,  in  confequence  of  the  requeft  of  the  general  be  charg¬ 
ed  to  the  continent. 

That  the  twelve  cannon  furnifhed  to  the  army  in  the  camp  at 
Cambridge  by  the  government  of  Rhode- Ifland  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts. 

Refohed ,  That  the  farther  confideraticn  of  this  matter  be  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Refohed ,  That  thofe  who  fupply  the  three  companies  ordered  to 
Northampton  with  arms,  fhall  either  have  the  fame  returned  in 
kind  as  foon  as  they  can  be  procured,  or  their  value  paid  for  by 
the  United  Colonies,  the  value  of  which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the 
pay  of  the  foldiers. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed ,  That  the  naval  Committee  have  liberty  to  purchafq 
duck  and  fuch  other  articles  as  they  may  want  for  "fitting  out  faid 
vefFels,  and  to  enable  them  the  better  to  perform  this  fervice,  that 
they  be  empowered  to  take  to  their  affiance  the  Committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Refohed ,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  be  as 
follows : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY. 

No.  Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 
Spanifii  milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  fiver,  accor¬ 
ding  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  puffed  at  Philadelphia,  November 

29’  1 775- 

Refohed .  That  each  denomination  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered, 

beginning 


Refohed ,  1 
fearoen  and  m 
charged  by  C 
It  being  fu 
inftant.  relate 
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fcegining  with  one,  upwards,  in  ink  of  a  different  colour  from  the 
laft  emitted  bills. 

The  Committee  on  re-captures,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  and  debated,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refo- 
lution 

Refolved ,  That  in  cafes  of  re-captures,  the  re-captors  have  and 
retain  in  lieu  of  falvage,  one  eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the  veflel 
and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  the  fame  hath  or  have  been  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  ;  one  fifth  part  if  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours;  one  third  part, 
if  more  than  forty-eight  and  lefs  than  ninety  fix  hours;  and  one  half 
if  more  than  ninety-fix  hours,  unlefs  the  veffel  fhall,  after  the  cap¬ 
ture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  a  prize  by  fome  court  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  in  which  cafe  the  re-captors  to  have  the  whole:  in  all  which 
cafes,  the  lhare  detained  or  prize  to  be  divided  between  the  owners 
of  the  Ihip  making  the  re-capture,  the  colony  or  the  continent  as 
the  cafe  may  be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  a  former  refolution 

Refolved ,  As  the  army  to  the  northward  is  likely  to  be  fupplied 
with  cloathing  at  Montreal,  that  the  cloathing  purchafed  for  the 
faid  army  and  fent  to  Albany,  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Mr.  Mif¬ 
flin,  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  before  Bolton, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  December  6,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Robert 
Ervin,  for  waggon-hire,  the  film  of  355.7  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  three  prifoners  taken  by  capt.  A.  Whipple 
in  his  pafiage  to  Philadelphia,  who  are  now  on  board  his  velfel,  be 
delivered  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  who  are  directed  to  fecure  them  in  fafe  cultody,  in  fome  goal 
in  faid  colony. 

A  return  being  laid  before  Congrefs  of  the  number  of  flints  for 
fale  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to  upwards  of  200,000. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  infpe&ion  of  the  city  and  li¬ 
berties  of  Philadelphia  be  defired  to  purchafe  faid  flints  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  in  making  the  purchafe,  attenti¬ 
on  be  paid  to  that  part  of  the  Alfociation  againlt  railing  the  prices 
of  goods. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftru&ions  to 
be  given  to  the  Committee  of  claims,  and  on  the  queftion  put. 

Refolved ,  That  the  charge  for  bounty  in  the  account  exhibited 
by  Rhode-Ifland  againll  the  United  Colonies  be  not  allowed. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dougal  M‘ Gregor 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  was  a- 
grecd  to,  as  follows,  viz . 

N  n  Refolved , 
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^efr'lJ.e/’  the  circumftances  dated  in  the  faid  petition  will 
not  ju  ii  y  a  icence  to  export  the  lumber  and  naval  ftores  menti- 

oned  in  the  faid  petition,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  American 
Aiiociation. 

.  ,  flved;  Th.at  'T the  fa!d  Dougal  M‘ Gregor  will  give  bond  with 
iufncient  fecunty  in  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  the  faid  lum¬ 
ber  and  naval  ftores  to  the  prefident  of  the  provincial  council  of 
North-Carohna,  with  conditions  that  he  will  not  carry  the  faid 
cargo  to  Great-13 ntaiH,  Ireland,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Sark,  Alder- 
ney,  Man,  or  any  European  lfland  or  fettlement  within  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  dominions,  nor  to  the  Britilh  Weft-Indies;  and  that  he  (hall 
within  fix  months  after  exporting  the  fame,  import  into  Edintown, 
iNewbern,  or  Bogue  inlet,  in  the  colony  of  North-Carolina,  and 
tuere  deliver  to  the  commander  of  the  Continental  troops  in  the  faid 
colony  fuch  quantity  of  mulkets  or  gun -powder,  as  (hall  be  equal 
to  the  value  of  the  faid  lumber  and  naval  ftores,  the  public  intereft 
requires  that  he  be  permitted  to  export  the  fame,  and  that  a  per¬ 
mit  for  that  purpofe  figned  by  the  faid  prefident  be  given  him  on 
his  executing  fuch  bond  as  aforefaid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  proclamations,  which  being  debated  by  paragraphs 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  :  6  r  3 

^  We  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North- 
Arncrica,  have  taken  into  our  mod:  ferious  confideration,  a  procla¬ 
mation  iflued  from  the  court  of  St.  James’s  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  Align 0:  lad:.  The  name  of  Majediy  is  ufed  to  give  it  a  fandion 
and  influence;  and,^  on  that  account,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance  to  wipe  off,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thefe  United 
Colonies,  the  afperfions  which  it  is  calculated  to  throw  upon  our 
caufe ;  ‘and  to  prevent,  as  far  as'poffible,  the  undeferved  punifh- 
ments,  which  it  is  defigned  to  prepare  for  our  friends.  We  are 
accufed  of  “  forgetting  the  allegiance  which  we  owe  to  the  power 
that  has  protected  and  fuftained  us.”  Why  all  this  ambiguity  and 
obfcurity  in  what  ought  to  be  fo  plain  and  obvious,  as  that  he  who 
runs  may  read  it  ?  Wheat  allegiance  is  it  that  we  forget  ?  Allegi¬ 
ance  to  parliament?  We  never  owed — we  never  owned  it.  Alle¬ 
giance  to  Our  king  ?  Our  words  have  ever  avowed  it,  our  condud 
has  ever  been  conliftent  with  it.  We  condemn,  and  with  arms  in 

our  hands, — a  refource  which  freemen  will  never  part  with, _ we 

oppofe  the  claim  and  exercife  of  unconftitutional  powers,  to  which 
neither  the  crown  or  parliament  were  ever  entitled.  By  the  Britifh 
conflitution,  our  belt  inheritance,  rights,  as  well  as  duties,  de- 
feend  upon  us  :  We  cannot  violate  the  latter  by  defending  the 
former:  we  fliould  ad  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  both,  if  we 
permitted  the  claims  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  be  eftablifhed,  and 
the  meafures  purfued  in  confequence  of  thofe  claims  to  be  carried 
into  execution  among  us.  Our  fagacious  anceftors  provided 
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mounds  againd  the  innundation  of  tyranny  and  lawlefs  power  on 
one  lide,  as  well  as  againll  that  of  faction  and  licentioufnefs  on  the 
other.  On  which  fide  has  the  breach  been  made?  Is  it  objected 
againd  us  by  the  mod  inveterate  and  the  mod  uncandid  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  that  we  have  oppofed  any  of  the  jud  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  or  any  legal  exertion  of  thofe  prerogatives  ?  Why  then  are 
we  accufed  of  forgetting  our  allegiance  ?  we  have  performed  our 
dutv  :  We  have  redded  in  thofe  cafes . in  which  the  right  to  redd  is 
dipulated  as  expredy  on  our  part,  as  the  right  to  govern  is,  in 
other  cafes,  dipulated  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  The  breach  of 
allegiance  is  removed  from  our  refidance  as  far  as  tyranny  is  re¬ 
moved  from  legal  government.  It  is  alledged,  that  “  we  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion. ’’  In  what  does  this  re¬ 
bellion  condd.  It  is  thus  defcribed — «“  Arraying  ourfelves  in  hof- 
tile  manner  to  withdand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traiteroufly 
preparing,  ordering,  and  levying  war  againd  the  king.”  We 
know  of  no  laws  binding  on  us,  but  fuch  as  have  been  tranfmitted 
to  us  by  our  ancedors,  and  fuch  as  have  been  confented  to  by  our¬ 
felves  or  our  repreientatives  eledled  for  that  purpofe.  What  laws, 
dampt  with  thefe  characters,  have  we  withdood  ?  We  have  indeed 
defended  them  ;  and  we  will  rifque  every  thing,  do  every  thing, 
and  fuffer  every  thing  in  their  defence.  To  fupport  our  laws,  and 
our  liberties  edablifhed  by  our  laws,  we  have  prepared,  ordered,  and 
levied  war.  But  is  this  traiteroufly,  or  againd  the  king  ?  We  view 
him  as  the  conditution  reprefents  him.  That  tells  us  he  can  do  no 
wrong.  The  cruel  and  illegal  attacks,  which  we  oppofe,  have  no 
foundation  in  the  royal  authority.  We  will  not,  on  our  part,  lofe 
the  diflinclion  between  the  king  and  his  miniders  :  happy  would 
it  have  been  for  fome  former  princes,  had  it  always  been  preferved 
on  the  part  of  the  crown. 

Beildes  all  this  we  obferve,  on  this  part  of  the  proclamation,  that 
“  rebellion”  is  a  term  undedned  and  unknown  in  the  lav/;  it  might 
have  been  expefted  that  a  proclamation,  which  by  the  Britifh 
conditution  has  no  other  operation  than  merely  that  of  enforcing 
what  is  already  law,  would  have  had  a  known  legal  balls  to  have 
reded  upon.  A  correfpondence  between  the  inhabitants  of  Great  - 
Britain  and  their  brethren  in  America,  produced,  in  better  times, 
much  fatisfa&ion  to  individuals,  and  much  advantage  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  By  what  criterion  (hall  one,  who  is  unwilling  to  break  off 
this  correfpondence,  and  is,  at  the  fame  time,  anxious  not  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  dreadful  confequences  threatened  in  this  pro¬ 
clamation — by  what  criterion  fliall  he  regulate  his  conduct  ?  He  is 
admonifhed  not  to  carry  on  correfpondence  with  the  perfons  now 
in  rebellion  in  the  colonies.  How  fliall  he  afeertain  ‘  who  are  in 
rebellion,  and  who  are  not.’  He  confults  the  Jaw  to  learn  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fuppofed  crime  :  the  law  is  filent  upon  the  fubjefl. 
This,,  in  a  country  where  it  has  been  often  faid,  and  formerly  with 
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der  him  iprf  20vynment  is  by  law  and  not  by  men,  might  ren- 

dan?eroii5  P  6  •  ^  ®ut  proclamations  have  been  fometimes 

commamlpH  ’.n  tbe  lanc^s  °f  thofe  in  power;  information  is 

commanded  to  be  given  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  Rate  of  all  per- 

Sr  An  h°  ,hn  be  found  carrying  on  correfpondence  with  the 

mnh  1  rebe  °''de1r  to  bring to  condign  ptinifhme.it  the 

authors  perpetrators,  or  abettors,  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns  » 

Lei  us  uppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  fome  perfons  in  the  colonies 

them  mb£|  T’  th°,fe  wh°  Carr>'  on  correfpondence  with 

them,  mijht  learn  by  fome  rule,  which  Britons  are  bound  to  know, 

•  T  C  1^ri^Tlinat;e  them,  does  it  follow  that  all  correfpondence 
wi  nem  e  erves  to  be  punifhed.  It  might  have  been  intended 
o  apprize  t  em  of  their  danger,  and  to  reclaim  them  from 
leir  crimes.  By  what  law  does  a  correfpondence  with  a  cri- 
minal  transfer  or  communicate  his  guilt?  We  know  that  thofe  who 

ai.  an  a  fiere  king’s  enemies,  and  thofe  who  correfpond 

'V  1  \  e,m  in  °rdei  to  enable  them  to  carry  their  defigns  into  eff£<#, 
are  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  But  the  law  goes  no  farther. 
Can  proclamations,  according  to  the  principles  of  reafon  and  juf- 
tice,  and  the  conftitution,  go  farther  than  the  law  ? 

But,  perhaps,  the  principles  of  reafon  and  juftice,  and  the  con- 
ititution  will  not  prevail :  experience  fuggefts  to  us  the  doubt.  If 
they  lhould  not,  we  mu  ft  refort  to  arguments  drawn  from  a  very 
different  fource.  We  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  thefe 
United  Colonies,  and  by  authority,  according  to  the  pure#  max¬ 
ims  of  reprefentation,  derived  from  them,  declare,  that  whatever 
punifhment  fhall  be  inflidfed  upon  any  perfons  in  the  power  of  our 
enemies  for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the  caufe  of  American 
liberty,  fhall  be  retaliated  in  the  fame  kind  and  the  fame  deo-ree 
upon  thofe  in  our  power,  who  have  favoured,  aided,  or  abeUed, 
or  fhall  favour,  aid,  or  abet  the  fyftem  of  minifterial  oppreffion. 
The  effential  difference  between  our  caufe  and  that  of  our  enemies, 
might  juftify  a  feverer  punifhment  :  the  law  of  retaliation  will  un- 
queftionably  warrant  one  equally  fevere. 

We  mean  not,  however,  by  this  declaration,  to  occafion  or  to 
multiply  punifhments  :  our  foie  view  is  to  prevent  them.  In  this 
unhappy  and  unnatural  controverfy,  in  which  Britons  fight  again# 
Britons,  and  the  defcendants  of  Britons,  let  the  calamities  imme¬ 
diately  incident  to  a  civil  warfuffice.  We  hope  additions  will  not 
from  wantonnefs  be  made  to  them  on  one  fide:  we  fhall  regret  the 
neceffity,  if  laid  under  the  neceffity,  of  making  them  on  the  other. 
Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  publifhed. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read.  \  !  ’  v‘  '  ' 

Rejolvedy  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confederation  on  Friday 
next. 

Rcfolved3  That  lieut.  Feltham  have  leave  to  join  the  officers  of 

the 
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the  26th  regiment,  and  refide  with  them  in  the  places  deftined  for 
their  reception. 

Refolved ,  That  major  Prefton,  and  the  officer  with  him,  remain 
in  Philadelphia  until  farther  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  inform  major  Prefton  of  this  .refolu - 

tion. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  28th  November,  being 
received,  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  ,to  morrow 
morning. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  the  women  and  children  ta¬ 
ken  at  St.  John’s,  with  the  baggage,  were  arrived. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of 
the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  to  have  them  removed  in  the  cheapeft 
manner,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  the  places  af- 
figned  them. 

Refolved ,  That  Kent.  George  Cuppaidge  of  the  26th  regiment, 
be  permitted  to  go  to  New- York  for  a  week  upon  his  parole,  that 
he  will  neither  fpeak  nor  write  to  any  perfon  upon  any  political 
fubjedt,  or  give  any  intelligence  whatfoever  upon  fuch  topics,  and 
will  return  to  Philadelphia  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

A  letter  from  lord  Sterling,  dated  the  6th,  was  received  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  general’s  letter  of 
the  28th  ult,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  doubts  may  arife  refpedling  the  true  intent  and  con- 
ftrudtion  of  a  certain  refolution  of  Congrefs,  palled  the  4th  day  of 
November  laft,  empowering  the  general,  in  cafe  the  neceffity  of 
the  fervice  Ihouid  require  it,  to  call  forth  the  minute-men  and  mi¬ 
litia  of  the  New-England  colonies. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  refolution  lhall  not  extend  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  authorife  the  general  to  call  forth  the  faid  minute-men  or 
militia,  without  having  applied  to  and  obtained  the  confent  of  thofe 
officers,  in  whom  the  executive  powers  of  government  in  thofe  co¬ 
lonies  may  be  veiled. 

Refolvedy  That  the  prefident  write  letters  to  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufett’s-Bay,  the  Convention  of  New-Hamplhire,  and  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  Rhode- Illand  and  Connecticut,  acquainting  them  with 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army,  and  inclofing  copies  of  the  refoluti¬ 
ons  of  this  Congrefs,  relative  to  the  general’s  being  empowered  to 
call  forth  the  militia  of  thofe  governments,  on  any  emergency,  and 
requefting  thofe  colonies  to  exert  themfelves  in  defence  of  our  com¬ 
mon  liberties,  by  affording  the  general  all  the  ajd  in  their  power, 
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and  comply  with  his  requeft  for  the  affiftance  of  the  militia  when¬ 
ever  he  may  find  it  neceffary  to  apply  for  it. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  zzd  of  November,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  xMontgomery  of  the  !7th, 
anu  one  from  colonel  Arnold  of  the  Hth  of  the  fame  month, 
Deing  received  were  read, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  Dofionned 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  ? 


Friday,  December  1775. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Jenkins,  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  in- 
fpe&ion  of  the  county  of  Frederic,  in  Maryland,  relative  to  Al¬ 
len  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  with  the  papers 
cnclofed  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  ta¬ 
ken  into  confideration. 

Refolded,  That  the  faid  Allen  Cameron,  John  Smith,  and 
John  Connolly,  be  confined  in  prifon  at  Philadelphia  at  the  conti¬ 
nental  expence,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  president  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  refo- 
lution  to  the  committee  of  Frederic,  and  defire  them  in  purfuance 
thereof  to  fend  the  prifoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolded ,  That  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hudfon,  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  R. 
Morris. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letters  from  lord 
Stirling  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  with  the  rations  and  other  necef- 
faries  allowed  them  of  a  dollar  per  ration. 

3  6  0  a 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Crane  be  directed  to  give  Mr.  Lowry  pro¬ 
per  orders  for  fecuring  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  raifed  in  New- 
Jerfey,  the  blankets  in  the  barracks  of  that  colony. 

Refolved ,  That  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in 
New-Jerfey  not  already  ordered  to  the  fort  on  Hudfon’s  river  in 
the  highlands  in  the  colony  ofNew-York,  be  and  they  are  here¬ 
by  ordered  to  march  as  foon  as  they  can  be  furnifhed  with  bar¬ 
rack  nccelfaries  and  arms  to  the  city  ofNew-York  and  there  remain 
till  further  orders  ;  and  that  four  of  the  companies  ordered  to  the 
fort  in  the  highlands  be  Jikewife  ftationed  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  till  barracks  can  be  fitted  up  for  them  in  that  fort. 

Refolved ,  That  a  furgeon  be  allowed  to  each  battalion  in  the 
fervice  of  the  united  colonies  ;  and  that  his  pay  be  25  dollars  per 
calendar  month. 
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Whereupon  William  Barnet,  jun.  was  elected  furgeon  to  lord 
Stirling’s,  or  the  firtt  battalion  raifcd  in  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved ,  That  a  handing  committee  compofed  of  a  member 
from  each  colony,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  applications,  and 
examine  into  the  qualifications  of  the  feveral  perfons,  who  apply 
for  offices  in  the  American  army,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  W.  Livingllon,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr, 
.Rodney,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Refolved ,  That  the  part  of  lord  Sterling’s  letter,  which  refpe&s 
the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingtton. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Bedford,  the  deputy  mutter-matter  gene¬ 
ral  who  is  now  in  town,  be  directed  to  mutter  the  battalion  raifed 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  make  return  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  committee  on  eftablifhing  expreffes,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  with  the  en- 
clofed  letters  from  general  Montgomery  and  colonel  Arnold,  be 
publi  fined. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  farther  pott- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  te.n  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  9.  1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fit  out  armed  veffels, 
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follows,  viz. 
Midihipman 

12 

dollars 

per  calen 

Armourer 

15 

do. 

do. 

Sailmaker 

12 

do. 

do. 

Yeoman 

9 

do. 

do. 

Quarter-matter 

9 

do. 

do. 

Quarter-gunner 

8 

do. 

do. 

Cook 

12 

do. 

do. 

Coxfwain 

9 

do. 

do. 

-  -w.uujg  Lg  Luo.  mudi  idics;  wnen  aoioiuteiy  neceiiary, 
the  commander  to  give  fuch  farther  gratuity  as  may  be  necefiary 
for  the  good  of  the  fervice. 

Refolved ,  lhat.  an  order  ittue  for  railing  four  battalions  more  in 

the  colony  of  Pennfylvania  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  one  already 
raifed.  '  J 

Refolved,  That  a  like  order  ittue  for  raifing  one  battalion  in  the 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofe  ordered 
to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 
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The  Congrcf,  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  general 

r?I|li  t^-e  I]tt^  November  inclufive,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolutions. 

Re/olved,  That  the  orders  given  to  general  Montgomery  to 

purchafe  cloathmgat  Montreal  for  the  troops  under  his  command, 
De  and  are  approved. 

Refolved,  That  the  officers,  who  are  prifoners,  be  allowed  to 
fell  their  bills  for  their  fubfiftance. 

Refolved,  That  major  Prefton,  capt.  Klnnear,  capt.  Goodwin., 
and  major  Stopford,  pay  to  the  continental  treafurers  the  fums 
advanced  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler 

be  informed  of  this  refolution,  and  def.red  to  find  their  obliga- 
tions  to  the  treafurers.  1  ° 


Refolved ,  That  general  Montgomery  be  appointed  a  maior- 
geneial  in  the  army  of  the  united  colonies. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  166  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to 
the  commander  for  the  time  being  in  the  province  of  Canada, 
and  reiiding  there  for  the  expence  of  his  table,  over  and  above  the 
pay,  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  by  his  commifiion. 

Refolved ,  That  the  feveral  other  matters  in  general  Schuyler’s 
letters,  and  the  enclofed  papers,  except  what  relates  to  Mr. 
P helps,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 


Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Carpen¬ 
ter  Wharton,  who  has  contracted  to  fupply  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Pennsylvania  at  7.90  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  the  fame  to  be  paid  him 
on  his  ligning  the  contra&,  and  giving  fecurity  for  the  perfor¬ 
mance  thereof. 


The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Willi¬ 
am  Chew  for  riding  exprefs  to  the  falt-petre  rock  in  Virginia, 
and  bringing  famples  of  the  mineral,  the  fum  of  84.3  dollars! 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Col.  Dyer  produced  an  account,  amounting  to  1956  dollars 
for  medicines  bought  and  forwarded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  his  favour 
for  that  fum. 

The  commillioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 
laid  before  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Wednefday  next. 

Refolved ,  That  Monday  next  be  afiigned  for  taking  into  conli- 
deration  the  inftru&ions  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode- Ifland. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday, 
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Monday,  Dece??iler  11,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington,  dated  30th  of  November 
feeing  received,  was  read,  together  with  an  invoice  of  flores  on 
board  the  Nancy  tranfport,  taken  by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain 
Manley,  alfo  a  letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-York,  dated 
7th  inftant. 

The  committee  to  whom  that  part  of  lord  Stirling’s  letter,  re- 
fpecting  the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  foldiers  for  fmall  fums  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  took  into 
conftderation  the  inftructions  given  to  the  delegates  of  Rhode- 
Mand,  and  after  debate  thereon, 

Refolved 9  "I  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  furnifhing  thefe  colonies  with  a  naval  armament,  and 
report  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  confift  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  viz.  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr,  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Read,  Mr. 
Paca,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Gadfden. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  of  the  ifland  of 
Nantucket,  for  licence  to  fell  his  cargo  of  oil  in  this  city,  and  to 
purchafe  a  cargo  of  provifions  and  fuel  for  the  necelfary  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants  of  faid  ifland,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  vigilance  and  zeal  of  the  committee  of  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  preventing  the  faid  Jenkins’s 
cargo  from  being  fold  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  Congrefs  is 
highly  approved. 

Refolved^  That  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  laid  ifland  are  at  prefent  in  threat  diftrefs  for  want  of  the 
21  e cellar ies  of  life. 

Refolved ,  T.  hat  humanity  requires  that  fome  fpeedy  meafures  be 
taken  by  the  Congrefs,  to  enable  the  faid  inhabitants  to  fupply 
thernfelves  with  necelfary  fuel  and  provifions. 

Refolved ,  That  the  feledl-men  of  the  town  of  Sherbourne,  in 
Nantucket,  prepare  an  eltimate  of  the  quantity  of  fuel  and  provi- 
lions  necelfary  for  the  ufe  of  faid  inhabitants,  and  lay  it  before 
thiee  or  more  juftices  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  of  Barnllable, 
in  the  colony  of  Malfachufett’s-Bay,  attefted  by  the  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation  of  the  faid  fele£l-men  ;  and  that  the  faid  juftices  be  em« 
D?we‘e^  grant  licences  under  their  hands  to  any  mailer  or  owner 
of  velfels  in  the  faid  ifland,  to  import  fuel  and  provifions  from  the 
colonies  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  Rhode- Ifland,  Connecticut,, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  lower  counties  on  Dela¬ 
ware,  or  Maryland,  not  exceeding  the  quantities  fpecified  in  faid 
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Refihed,  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  faid  inhabitants  are  in  im¬ 
mediate  danger  of  buffering  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  that 
the  laid  capt.  Jenkins  be  permitted,  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
Committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  unload  and 
fell  his  prefent  cargo,  and  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of  fuel  and  provi- 
lions,  provided  he  fhall  hrft  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  and  give  bond,  that  the  fame  is,  bona  fide ,  intended  for 
the  internal  confumption  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  and  that  he  will 
tile  his  utmoft  endeavours,  that  it  fhall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  to  whom,  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Iiudfon  was 
icfeired,  reported  their  opinion  in  certain  refolutions,  which  be- 
ing  read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Refolved>  x  hat  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  for  per- 
mifilon  to  export  his  cargo  to  any  place,  other  than  the  iflands  of 
Great- Britain,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or 
Man,  or  the  Well- India  iflands,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  fo  much  of  the  faid  petition  as  prays  for  farther 
permiflion  is  unreafo liable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  petitioner  give  bond,  with  fufficient  fe- 
curitv,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  town  of  Balti¬ 
more,  under  a  penalty  of  double  the  value  of  faid  cargo,  to  export 
the  faid  cargo  to  fome  place  other  than  the  iflands  of  Great-Bri- 
ttdn,  Ireland,  Jeifey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney,  Mann,  and 
the  iflands  of  the  W efl-Indies ;  and  within  fix  months  after  the  faid 
exportation,,  to  produce  to  the  faid  chairman  a  certificate  of  the 
port,  to  which  the  faid  cargo  fliall  have  been  fhipped,  authenti¬ 
cated  under  the  hands  of  two  merchants  of  lenown  charadlers  and 
reputation,  refiding  in  the  fame  port ;  and  that  on  executing  fuch 
bond,  the  faid  chairman  fign  a  permit  to  the  faid  petitioner,  al¬ 
lowing  him  to  export  the  faid  cargo. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  fuhje&  of  emitting  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved ,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  fign  and 
number  the  bills  ordered  to  be  admitted,  viz.  Samuel  Morris,  Fre¬ 
derick  Kuhl,  Stephen  Collins,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Matthew  Clark- 
fon,  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Thomas  Barclay,  Anthony  Morris,  jun. 
James  Wharton,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Joel  Evans,  Andrew  Bunner, 
John  Meafe,  Thomas  Coombe,  John  Bayard,  Robert  Tucknifs, 
Jfaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Samuel  Caldwell,  John  Pur- 
viance,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Campbell,  Jofeph  Parker,  Da¬ 
niel  Cl  ymer,  Jofeph  Watkins,  jun.  John  Shee,  Phineas  Bond, 
James  Read,  Robert  Roberts,  John  Ord,  Ifaac  Howell,  William 
Webb,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Cornelius  Barnes,  Thomas  Smith,  and 
William  Crifpin. 

Refdved,  That  each  bill  be  figned  and  numbered  by  two  of  the 

foregoing  gentlemen. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Phelps  was  prefented  and  read. 


Ordered, 
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Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  per¬ 
sons  applying  for  offices,  <&c.  reported  Dr.  Boyd  as  proper  for  the 
office  of  furgeon  to  the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  Mr* 
Patterfon  adjutant,  whereupon 

Dr.  Boyd  was  unanimoufly  elected. 

A  petition  from  David  Beveridge,  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum. 
of  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  Committee  of  correfpondence. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  ailigned  to  take  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  conference  refpe&ing  Rollon. 

A  letter  from  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern 
department,  enclofing  fundry  papers,  was  received  and  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  credit  of  paper  currency,  brought  in 
their  report. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

Refolved ,  That  the  intercepted  letters  of  Brooke  Watfon,  and 
the  invoice  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  brig  Nancy  tranfport,  taken 
by  the  fchooner  Lee,  captain  Manly,  be  publiihed. 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  a  cargo  of  moiaffes,  taken  out  of  the 
brig  Nancy;  alfo  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  enclofing 
a  parole  figned  by  the  officers  there,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  thanks  to  the 
three  general  officers  in  the  northern  army,  reported  draughts, 
which  being  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  figned  by  the  prefident  and  tranfmitted. 

The  Committee  on  general  Schuyler’s  letters  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

Jl  7 

Refolved,  That  the  allowance  for  a  table,  made  to  the  comraan* 
der  for  the  time  being  in  Canada,  be  granted  to  gen.  Montgomery 
from  the  time  he  entered  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  make  a  prefent  of  a  fword  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  captain  Henry  B.  Livinglton, 
as  a  teftimony  of  their  fenfe  of  his  fervice  to  this  country,  and  that 
they  will  embrace  the  firfb  opportunity  of  promoting  him  in  the 
army. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  120,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  part  of  their  account  againft  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Colonies,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  emiffion  laft  ordered,  the  faid 
colony  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable 
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fidwSCthVr°eport°oftL0rthe  ^  ‘V  Cofngrefs  took  ‘nto  con' 

gate<  P  c  °*  t“e  Committee  of  conference,  and  after  dc- 

Commfn  ^  JY  ‘Hf  ^ongre^  wil1  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
tion.  166  °f  116  Wh°  6  t0  take  th‘S  matter  int0  farther  confidera- 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  6  F 


Wednesday,  December  13,  177^. 

A  lettd  fiom  general  Wafhington  of  the  4th  inflant,  enclofing 
U  papers,  being  received  was  read. 

e  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  fitting 

°1^  1  a,  ^ava  aimar^ent,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read 
and  debated  w?s  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

at  five  (hips  of  32  guns,  five  of  28  guns,  three  of  24  guns, 
making  in  the  whole  thirteen,  can  be  fitted  for  the  fea  probably  by 

urn  °n  MaThnfxt>  viz.  in  New-Hampfhire  one,  in  Maffa- 
chuiietts-Bay  two,  in  Connecticut  one,  in  Rhode-Ifland  two,  in 
J.  ew-\ork  two,  in  Pennfylvania  four,  and  in  Maryland  one. 

,,  tlie  c°ft  °f  thefe  lhips,  fo  fitted,  will  not  be  more  than 
do,oo6 j  dollars  each,  on  an  average,  allowing  two  compleat 

7uits  of  fails  for  each  fhip,  equal  in  the  whole  to  866,666§  dol¬ 
lars. 


That  the  materials  for  fitting  them  may  be  all  furnifhed  in  thefe 
colonies,  except  the  articles  of  canvas  and  gun-powder;  and  that 
therefore  it  will  be  proper  the  Congrefs  direct  the  moft  fpeedy 
and  effectual  means  of  importing  the  faid  articles  of  canvas  and 
powder;  that  of  the  former  7500  pieces  will  be  wanted,  and  that 
of  the  latter  one  hundred  tons. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  with  full  powers  to 
carry  the  faid  report  into  execution  with  all  pofiible  expedition, 
(except  what  relates  to  canvas  and  powder)  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Refolvedy  That  the  appointment  of  this  committee  be  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  an  inftruCtion  to  the  Secret  Committee  to 
embrace  the  bed  and  earliefl  opportunities  to  procure  the  quantity 
of  duck  and  powder  in  the  above  report. 

Mr.  Willing,  one  of  the  Secret  Committee,  defiring  to  be  ex- 
cufed  on  account  of  his  living  out  of  town,  which  rendered  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  him  to  attend  the  committee,  which  ufually  meets 
in  the  evening. 

Refolvedy  That  he  be  excufed,  and  that  another  be  elected  in  his 
room. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Refolved}  That  when  this  Congrefs  fhall  adjourn,  it  will  be  ne« 

ceffary 
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ceflary  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  fit  during  the  adjournment,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fuperintending  the  treafury,  carrying  on  neceffary 
correfpondence,  and  fuch  other  fervices  as  fhall  be  directed  by 

r,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  and 
prepare  inllrudtions  for  the  Committee  above  mentioned. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  lit  out  armed  vef- 
fels,  be  authorifed  to  give  able  bodied  feaman,  that  may  be  will¬ 
ing  to  enter  on  board  the  flips  of  war  of  the  United  Colonies,  eight 
dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Information  being  given  that  fundry  perfons  in  this  city  have 
lately  fold  tea. 

Refolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
Friday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pof  poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  December  14,  1775* 

Refolved ,  That  on  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  half  an  hour  every 
morning  be  employed  in  reading  the  corrected  copy  of  the  journal, 
till  the  whole  is  gone  through. 

Refolved,  That  every  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day 
be  read,  before  the  Congrefs  enter  on  new  bufinefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  corrected  journal,  after  being  read,  be  tranf- 
cribed,  and  fent  to  the  prefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  carry  into  execution  the  refolu- 
tions  of  Congrefs  for  fitting  out  a  naval  armament. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Committee  conlift  of  a  member  from 
each  colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  choice  be  by  ballot. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadfden, 
and  Mr.  Houlton. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  general  Waffiington’s  letter  of 
the  4th,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  general’s  letter  relative  to  tranfports  be  recommitted. 

Refolved,  That  lieutenant  Hay  of  the  7th  regiment,  who  is  now 
a  prifoner,  have  liberty  to  return  to  Great-Britain  on  his  parole 
not  to  take  up  arms  againft  America  during  the  prefent  conteit  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Berlon  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

read. 
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Rt/oliid,  That  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.  '  ° 

Smith!  memberS  chofcn’  Mr-  E-  Rutlcdge,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  further  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow.  r 


Friday,  December  i£,  177^. 

,  ,Ir'^rmfion  hfnS  g'ven  to  Congrefs,  that  capt.  Motte,  who 
had  the  charge  of  conduaing  the  prifoners  to  Reading,  and  other 

towns  m  Pennfyl vania,  having  performed  that  fervice,  was  return- 
cu  to  this  city. 


Refolved ,  1  hat  the  committee  appointed  to  diflribute  the  pri¬ 
foners,  confer  with  capt.  Motte,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  lafety  for  the  colony  of  Penn- 
f)  1  vania,  be  requefled  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  field  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  four  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

Refolved That  the  faid  Committee  appoint  proper  perfons  for 
officers  in  the  faid  battalions,  under  the  rank  of  majors. 

Refolved ,  That  fimilar  orders  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  for  recommending  field 
officers,  and  appointing  inferior  officers,  for  the  battalion  to  be 
raifed  in  that  colony. 

Refolved ,  That  MefTrs.  George  Meade  and  company,  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  export  from  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Virginia,  fo  much  of  the  produce  of  that  country,  as  fhall 
be  equal  in  value  to  any  quantity  of  fait,  not  exceeding  fix  thou- 
fand  bufhels,  which  they  fhall  carry  and  fafely  deliver  there  to  the 
Committee  of  fafety  or  their  order,  who  are  empowered  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  faid  produce  and  fait ;  and  that  the  faid  George 
Meade  and  company,  having  given  to  the  delegates  of  the  faid 
colony  in  this  city  bond  with  fufficient  fecurity,  under  a  penalty 
of  double  the  value  of  the  faid  fait,  that  they  will  not  carry  any 
produce  of  the  faid  colony,  which  they  may  receive  in  return  for 
their  fait,  to  the  iflands  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  Guefn- 
fey,  Sark,  Alderney,  or  Man,  or  to  the  Wefl- India  iflands,  and 
producing  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid  colony  a  certifi¬ 
cate  thereof,  figned  by  the  faid  delegates  here,  fhall  have  a  permit 
under  the  hand  of  the  chairman  of  the  faid  Committee  of  fafety  to 
export  the  faid  produce,  the  faid  permit  being  to  be  endorfed  on, 
or  annexed  to  a  manifed  of  the  cargo  exported. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  indru&ions  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  are  to  fit  during  the  recefsof  Congrefs,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafler,  for  the  carriage  ofcloathing 
to  Dobb’s  ferry,  the  fum  of  40  dollars. 

To 


t 
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To  Philip  Livingfton,  Efq.  for  printing,  fac*  the  fum  of  56.2 
dollars. 

To  fundries,  for  provifions,  6'c.  furnifhed  to  feveral  companies 
of  riffle-men,  the  fum  of  2  12  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner, 
Efq. 

To  the  Committee  of  obfervation  at  Prince  Town,  for  fundry 
expences,  and  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  riffle  companies,  the 
fum  of  74.3  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Higgins. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  fecond  refolution  in  the  report,  re¬ 
lative  to  tranfports,  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  bring  further  pcfiponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  7th  being  received,  was 
read. 

A  letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-York  of  the  9th  being  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  credit  of 
the  Continental  currency. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  a  naval  armament,  be  empow¬ 
ered  to  draw  on  the  treafurers  from  time  to  time  for  any  fums,  not 
exceeding  500,000  dollars,  for  carrying  faid  refolutions  into  exe¬ 
cution. 

Refolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  be  a 
Committee  to  prepare  inftrudlions  for  Colonel  Irvine. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  capt.  Motte,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  ofclaims  reported, that  there  is  due  to  JofiahFef- 
fenden,  for  riding  exprefs  three  times  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  once  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  for  expences  and  horfe  hire,  a  bal- 
lance  amounting  to  126  dollars. 

To  Daniel  King,  for  36  days  hire  of  a  fulky  for  faid  J.  Feffen- 
den,  the  fum  of  18  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  lame  be  paid. 

Capt  White  Eyes,  a  Delaware  chief,  who  came  down  with  the 
commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  being 
introduced  to  Congrefs,  the  prelident  addrelfed  him  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner. 

“  Brother  Captain  White  Eyes . 

We  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  we  bid  you  welcome  to  this  council 
fire  kindled  for  all  the  United  Colonies. 

We  have  heard  of  your  friendflilp  for  your  brethren,  the  white 
people,  aud  how  ufeful  you  have  been  in  preferving  peace  and  har¬ 
mony 
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?on.y  between  your  nation  and  us,  and  we  thank  you  for  thole 
lervices. 

^atthe  Delawares  intend  to  embrace  chriftianity* 
we  wi  end  you,  according  to  your  defire,  a  minifter  and  a  fchool 

rn;1  to  infli  u£l  you  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  other  parts 
or  uierul  knowledge. 

ITT  n  O 

We  lhall  be  happy  in  improving  every  opportunity  that  fhall  offer 
for  convincing  your  nation,  and  all  other  nations  of  Indians,  of 
our  friendly  difpofition  towards  them. 

Before  you  leave  this  city  we  will  give  you  fome  particular  tefti- 
mony  of  our  regard  for  you.” 

.  ^  Congrefs  taking  luto  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  who  conferred  with  capt.  Motte. 

Upon  motion  made,  Refolved ,  That  the  officers  be  diftributed 
in  fuch  places  as  are  moll  agreeable  to  themfelves,  obferving  always 
the  former  relolutions  of  Congrefs  on  this  fubjeci,  and  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  privates  be  not  flatioiled  in  the  fame  places,  until  the  far¬ 
ther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  major  Preffon,  and  with  him  fix  on  an  agent  to  negociate  his 
bills;  and  with  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  faid  bills,  to  fup- 
ply  the  prifoners  taken  at  St.  John’s,  with  cloathing  and  other  ne- 
cdfaries. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
S.  Adams. 

Refolved ,  That  the  privates  who  are  prifoners,  and  have  been 
left  by  capt.  Motte  at  Lancafter,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that  place 
till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  80  dollars  be  paid  to  capt* 
Motte,  being  fo  much  advanced  and  paid  by  him  for  neceffaries  to 
his  men  in  conducing  the  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  That  the  diftribution  of  the  prifoners  made  by  capt. 
Motte  be  approved. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  a  handing  rule  of  Congrefs,  that  no  perfon 
be  allowed  to  make  any  motion  after  12  o’clock,  without  fpecial 
leave,  until  the  orders  of  the  dayare  either  determined  or  put  off  to 
another  day. 

A  petition  from  fundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented 

and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr,  JefFerfon,  and  Mr.  Hoo¬ 


per. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Beveridge  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report  which  Was  read. 

Ordered ,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday, 
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Monday,  December  18,  1775, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Prefton,  report¬ 
ed  their  proceedings,  and  that  they  had  not  yet  come  to  a  conc)ufi- 
on  with  him  on  the  matter  given  them  in  charge, 

Refolved ,  That  major  Prefton  have  leave  to  go  with  capt.  Motte 
to  Lancafter,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days,  if  he  chufe  to  tarry 
fo  long. 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  prifoners,  and  of  the  parole  to  be  figned  by  the 
officers,  be  fent  to  the  Committee  of  infpe&ion  of  .Lancafter;  and 
that  an  order  iffue'to  the  faid  Committee  to  take  the  parole  of  the 
officers  there,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
capt.  Edward  Motte,  for  the  farther  fum  of  80  dollars,  he  to  be 
accountable  for  the  fame. 

Sundry  affidavits  from  Wyoming  relative  to  difturbances  there, 
between  the  people  of  Conne&icut  and  Pennfylvania,  being  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Congrefs  and  read; 

After  debate,  Refolved ,  That  the  consideration  of  this  matter  be 
referred  till  to-morrow. 

Letters  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  fundry  letters  and  papers  en- 
clofed  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  M’Kean,  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon. 

The  fundry  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  T775. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re  ' 
quefted  to  fupply  the  armed  veftels,  which  are  nearly  ready  to  fail, 
with  four  tons  of  gun  powder,  at  the  continental  expence. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  requefted  to  procure  and  lend  the 
faid  veftels  as  many  ftands  of  fmall  arms  as  they  can  fpare,  not  ex- 
ceeding^qoo,  to  be  repaid  by  the  Congrefs  either  in  kind  or  value, 
as  the  Committee  may  defire. 

That  if  the  powder  &  arms  that  may  be  fupplied  and  lent  to  the 
continent  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  armed  veftels  {hall  not  be  replaced 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages 
that  their  whole  influence  and  -authority  ftiall  then  be  exerted  im¬ 
mediately,  to  replace  the  fame  by  procuring  powder  and  arms  from 
fome  other  part  of  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  if  the  powder  fupplied  and  lent  to  the  continent 
by  the  city  of  New-York  {hall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  firft 
of  February  next,  the  Congrefs  engages  that  their  whole  influence 
and  authority  {hall  then  be  exerted  immediately  to  replace  the  fame 
by  providing  powder  from  fome  other  part  of  the  continent, 

P  P  Agreeable 
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fiderSoTo^the  ft6  °'  U|';'1' of  t5le  day  tile  Congrefs  refumed  the  con- 

2 and^  °1Utl°n  “  thdr  ^  ^  M  ™»  -co- 
r  l)  STn  Carme  t0  the  following  refolution : 

boSdiv’t 1  ^  tra  P°rt  ^ffels  “  the  fame  ferviee  having  on 

tarv  nrnn  lT’armf  rTTr”’  cloatldng.  provifions,  mili¬ 
tary,  or  naval  ftores  of  what  kind  foever,  and  all  vefTels  to  whom- 

foever  belonging  that  ihall  be  employed  in  carrying  provifions  or 

are  or  IhnlVlmreaft0  1 1 6  army  °ra™les,  or  navy,  that  now 

or  (hall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  anv 

fliadhe  r/7;  °r  mcrchan<lize3>  for  the  «*  off»ch  fleet  and  army 
lliall  be  liable  to  feizure,  and  with  their  cargoes  (hall  be  confifcated. 

I  he  Committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers  applying,  &c 

brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read.  S 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

wkTch'SinTriad!  ^  ^  °f  br°USht  in  theiV  rePort 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Akttec  from  gen.  Walhington  being  received,  was  read. 

The  ieveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December ,  20,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due  to  fundry  per¬ 
rons  for  neceffaries  furniflied  to  the  riffle  companies  in  Virginia,  the 

lurn  of  040.5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Rutherford. 

To  Rebecca  Reynolds  for  horfe  hire,  the  fum  of  6.0  dollars,  and 
the  lame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efu. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

,  Refclved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  Eiihu  Spencer,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Alexander 
M’whorter,  who  have  undertaken  to  go  to  North-Carolina  for  the 
iuin  of  120  dollars  each,  being  three  month,  advance  they  to  be  ac- 

countable.  J 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  petition  of  David  Beveridge,  which  was  agreed  to  • 
whereuoon,  °  9 

i  7 

Refclved, ,  That  the  faid  petition  is  unreafonablc  ;  Refclved ,  never- 
th  clefs,  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  arming  thefe  Colonies  the  faid 
David  Beveridge  be  permitted  to  export  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of 
America  (live  (lock  and  lumber  excepted)  to  any  part  of  the  world 
except  Great-Bntain, the Britifh  iflands, Ireland, or  the  Britifh  Weft 
Indies,  on  his  giving  bond  with  fufficient  fecurity  in  double  the  a- 
rnount  of  toe  laid  cargo  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  city  and  libertiesof  Philadelphia,or  to  fuch  perfons  as  the 
f^i  \  v^ommktee  ilia  I!  appoint,  that  he  will  import  into  thefe  Colonies 
by  the  hr  ft  day  of  June  next,  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the 

faid 


■  <.iJh 
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fa  id  cargo,  in  arms,  ammunition,  or  falt-petre,  and  (hall  difpofe 
of  the  fame  to  the  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  at 
fuch  reafonable  prices,  as  by  the  Committee  of  infpection  of  the 
place  in  which  the  veffel  fhali  arrive  fhali  be  afcertained  and  deter¬ 
mined. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  general’s  letters, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution: 

Refolved ,  That  the  feveral  veffels  heretofore  taken  and  carried  in¬ 
to  MafTachufett’s-Bay  by  the  armed  veffels  in  the  fervice  of  the  U- 
nited.  Colonies,  be  proceeded  againfl  by  the  rules  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  libelled  in  the  courts  of  admiralty  erected  in  faid  colony. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  difpute  between  the 
people  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the  waters  of  Suf- 
quehannah,'  came  to  the  following  refolution. 

Whereas  a  difpute  fubfifts  between  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^colony  of  Connecticut,  fettled  under  the  claim  of  the  faid  colony, 
on  the  lands  near  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehannah  river,  and  in  the 
Delaware  country,  and  the  inhabitants  fettled  under  the  claim  of 
the  Proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  which  difpute,  it  is  apprehended 
will  if  not  fufpended  during  the  prefen t  troubles  in  thefe  colonies, 
be  productive  of  pernicious  confequences,  which  may  be  very  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  common  intereft  of  the  United  Colonies,  therefore, 

Refolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  and  it  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  recommended,  that  the  contending  parties  immediately 
ceafe  all  hoftilities,  and  avoid  every  appearance  of  force,  until  the 
difpute  can  be  legally  decided;  that  all  the  property  taken  and  de¬ 
tained  bereftored  to  the  original  owners ;  that  no  interruption  be  gi¬ 
ven  by  either  party  to  the  free  paffing  and  repairing  of  perfons  be¬ 
having  themfelves  peaceably  through  the  difputed  territory,  as  well 
by  land  as  water,  without  moleftation  of  either  perfons  or  pro¬ 
perty  ;  that  all  perfons  feized  and  detained  on  account  of  faid 
difpute,  on  either  fide,  be  difmiffed  and  permitted  to  go  to  their 
lefpective  homes;  and  that,  things  being  put  in  the  fame  fituation 
they  were  before  the  late  unhappy  conteft,  they  continue  to  behave 
themfelves  peaceably  on  their  refpective  poffefiions  and  improve¬ 
ments,  until  a  legal  decifion  can  be  had  on  faid  difpute,  or  this 
Congrefs  fhali  take  further  order  thereon  ;  and  nothing  herein  done 
fhali  be  conftrued  in  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  either  party. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Dece??iber  21,  1775. 

Ordered ,  That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  refolution  paffed  yefter- 
day  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  people  of  Connecticut  and 
Pennfylvania,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  contending  parties. 

Tne  Convention  of  Maryland  having  added  two  new  members  to 
tnen  delegates,  one  of  tnem  attending  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment  which  were  read  and  are  as  follows :  * 

Annapolis 


* 
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Annapolis  (Maryland),  In  Provincial  Convention  ,  Dec.  9,  17/?. 

too-e£r‘ S  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rogers,  .Efquires, 

thfs  nrn  '  ■  ^  3  ready  aPP°>nted,  be  deputies  to  reprefent 

Rs  oP 7ZCMn  continenftal  Congrefs,  and  that  the  faMdepu- 

confent  !  )  °r  them’  have  ful1  and  ample  power  to 

con.ent  and  agree  to  all  meafores,  which  fuch  Congrefs  lhall  deem 

md  b  ^  a?lJ  r  j  f°  °bt/-am  3  redl'efs  of  Amerkan  grievances, 
and  be  authonfed  to  reprefent  and  aft  for  this  province  in  any 

Marchenext  Sr  S'  "  be  hdd  bef^  "he  25th  day  of 


ExtraC  fro7n  the  minutes , 

G.  Duvall.  ClerkE 


commeration  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  qualifications-  of  officers  applying,  &c.  and  the  fame 
being  debated. 


.  That  40  iron  potts  be  provided  for  the  foldiers,  while- 

m  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commiffionedaofficers  of  each  company  be  al¬ 
lowed  every  week  a  quarter  of  a  cord  of  hickory,  or  other  wood  in 
proportion. 


Refolved ,  That  there  be  provided  for  the  battalion  raifed  in 
1  ennlylvama,  one  hundred  haverfacks,  a  camp  kettle  for  every  fix 

men,  a  tomahawk,  canteen,  cartouch  box,  knapfack,  and  two 
belts  for  each  man. 

Refolved ,  That  a  coat  of  uniform  be  provided  for  each  foldier, 
and  that  what  the  coat  cofts  more  than  the  hunting  fhirt,  which 
w  as  to  have  been  given  them,  be  deducted  from  their  wages. 

Refolved ,  I  hat  the  faid  battalion  be  paid  one  month’s  pay  as 
foon  as  may  be,  that  afterwards  they  receive  monthly  half  a  months 
pay  only  until  fo  much  is  retained,  as  will  amount  to  the  money 
advanced  foi  their  lire  arms,  cloathmg,  &c.  after  which  they 
/hall  receive  their  full  pay  monthly. 

Refolved,'  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  provide  arms,  for  the  three  companies  which  are 
ordered  to  march*  and  alfo  to  provide  the  articles  ordered  above 
foi  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  and  likewife  to  furnifh  the  faid  bat¬ 
talion  writh  drums,  colours  and  fifes. 


Dr.  James  Holmes  was  chofen  furgeon  to  col.  Maxwell’s  regi¬ 
ment.  6 

Matthias  Halfted,  was  cledted  quarter-mafter  to  lord  Sterling’s 
regiment.  6 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  qualifications  of  officers 
See.  be  directed  to  procure  proper  medicine  chefts  for  the  battalion 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelfinto  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  confideration  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of 
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of  conference,  relative  to  an  atack  on  Bofton,  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  prehdent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward,  re¬ 
ported  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  determination  there¬ 


on  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 


Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve  it- 
felfintoa  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con¬ 
fideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  conference,  relative  to 
the  attack  on  Bolfon. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  be 
a  Committee  to  confider  what  allowance  ftiould  be  made  to  the  o- 
flicers,  who  are  prifoners,  for  their  fupport. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Regonville,  a  Canadian  prifoner  at  Trenton, 
be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  orders 
of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Fr  1  day,  December ,  22,  1775. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  14th;  alfo  a  letter  from  lord 
Sterling  of  the  fame  date,  and  a  letter  from  capt.  Livingfton,  being- 
received,  were  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  lit  out  armed  veftels,  laid  before 
Congrefs  a  lift  of  the  officers  by  them  appointed,  agreeable  to  the 
powers  to  them  given  by  Congrefs,  viz. 

Ezek  Hopkins,  Efq;  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet. 

Dudley  Saltonftall,  capt.  of  the  Alfred. 

Abraham  Whipple,  capt.  of  the  Columbus. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  capt.  of  the  Andrew  Dona. 

John  Burrows  Hopkins,  capt.  of  the  Cabot. 

Firft  lieutenants.  John  Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  Arnold,  Stanf- 

bury,  Herfted  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

Second^ lieutenants.  Benjamin  Seabury,  Jofeph  Olney,  Eliflia 
Warner,  Thomas  Weaver,  M’Dougall. 

Third  lieutenants.  John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs,  Daniel 
Vaughan. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  be 
125  dollars  per  calender  month. 

Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  the  above  officers 
agreeable  to  their  rank  in  the  above  appointment. 

P^efolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veftels,  iftue 
warrants  to  all  officers  employed  in  the  fleet  under  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenants. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Committee  be  directed  (as  a  fecret  Com¬ 
mittee)  to  give  fuch  inftrueftions  to  the  commanderof  the  fleet,  touch¬ 
ing  the  operations  of  the  fhips  under  his  command,  as  (hall  appear 
"othe  faid  Committee  mod  conducive  to  the  defence  of  the  United 

Colonies, 
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Colonies,  and  to  the  diftrefi,  .u  •  ,  .. 

bringing  fupplies  to  th  ’  fl  f  he  enem,es  n:>val  forces  and  veffels 

tw  iCtfrfTkpiL'J'fioMZTh  k  '","' 

h.7„  .h,  .ai„  ,jltz  :,h;xs  “S  “ bt  •** 

i\.sJolvc d ,  T.  hiit  a  Committee  of  •  .  _ 

the  Indians  latclv  arriwA  '  i  e  be  appointed  to  confer  with 

tne  Indians  ately  amved,  and  report  to  Conprefs. 

d  S  Ch°[en>  Mr-  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  S.  A- 

to  a  Committee  IfX  whol^  to  teYetn^  f"? k.fe,f 

d  C  1  C;^£nC^^- 

chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  thatTh’  ^  P*Me?t  rerumed  the 

confideration  the  matte  reSed  ^  lnt° 

r  ,  ,CIUreJ  to  them,  and  had  come  to  a  re- 

io  non  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  being  read  was  agreed  to  as  follows  :  P 

.efolved,  That  if  gen.  Washington  and  his  council  of  war  fhould 
be  of  opinion,  that  a  fuccefsful  attack  may  be  made  on  the  troops 
.  .oi.on,  he  do  it  in  any  manner  he  may  think  expedient,  noY 
withilandmg  the  town  and  property  in  it  may  thereby  be  defireyed. 

xefio,ved,  1  hat  the  quai  ter-mafter  general  have  the  rank  of  a  co- 
Jonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Commit^  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  BenjammJHarnfon,  Efq.  for  his  expences  in  his  late  jour¬ 
ney  to  Maryland,  the  fum  of  72.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Ordered  _  That  the  examination  of  Connolly  and  the  others  ta- 
ken  with  him,  alio  the  papers  found  in  faid  Connolly’s  poffeffion 
be  printed.  J  r 

Refolv cd.  That  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Franklin  Mr. 
Jay  and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  Journals,  and 
lay  before  Congrcfs  a  lift  of  the  matters  therein  that  are  unfinifhed, 
and  which  are  proper  to  be  a£led  upon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  2 g,  1775. 

A  Jett ci  fi  om  lord  Sterling1  of  the  jqth  being  received,  was  read 
A  petition  from  Seth  Paddock,  mailer  of  the  floop  Mayflower, 
and  Sylvanus  Coffin,  mailer  of  the  fehooner  Dolly,  of  the  ifland’ 
of  Nantucket,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Rejoined,  1  hat  the  laid  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  and  that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  faid  committee,  to  enquire 
what  quantity  of  provi/ions  and  fuel  is  neceffary  for  the  annual  in¬ 
ternal  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  Aland  of  Nantucket, 
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and  what  quantity  has  been  exported  from  the  different  ports  of 
the  United  Colonies,  during  the  prefent  month  of  December. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

One  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
confer  with  general  Schuyler,  being  returned,  laid  before  Congrefs 
a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

T.  o  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  expcnces  incurred  by  the  treaty  with 
the  weftern  Indians,  and  paid  by  him,  the  fum  of  /  533  :  19  :  4, 
and  that  there  is  due  to  Ephraim  Steel  for  fundries  furnifhed  two 
riffe  companies,  the  fum  of/  14  :  8,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to 
the  faid  Blaine  ;  and  alfo  4/8  due  to  John  M‘Kee,  of  which  two 
laft  fums  there  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  Continent,  the  fum  of 

£  5  ~  *3-3  dollars>  for  two  cwt.  lead,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
companies  refpectively,  the  whole  being  1462.9  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  wnom  the  application  from  the  Convention  of 
the  colony  of  New-York,  for  the  loan  of  /  43000  was  referred, 
bi ought  in  their  report, which  being  read, was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Notwithftanding  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  the  credit  of 
the  colony  of  NewA  ork  is  unqueftionable,  and  their  application 
for  the  loan  of  £.  45000  was  fuggefled  by  difinterefled  principles, 
yet,  that  it  would  not  be  advifeable,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Com¬ 
mittee,  for  the  Congrefs  to  make  the  loan  propofed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians,  made  re¬ 
port  of  their  proceedings  which  was  read. 

Whereas  the  colony  of  Conne&icut  has  by  a  certain  aft  of  their 
Affembly  refolved,  that  no  farther  fettlements  be  made  on  the  lands 
difputed  between  them  and  Pennfylvania,  without  licence  from  the 
faid  Affembly. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Conne&icut 
not  to  introduce  any  fettlers  on  the  faid  lands,  till  the  farther  order 
of  this  Congrefs,  until  the  faid  difpute  {hall  be  fettled. 

The  Committee  on  thedlate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report, 
which  being  read,  and  in  part  debated. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poffponed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  what  articles  are  necefia- 
ry  foi  the  army,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Peter  Berton  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to 
and  is  as  follows :  D 

That  after  mature  confideration  had  thereon  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  advifeable  or  proper  for  the  Congrefs  to  p-rant  the 
prayer  of  the  faid  petition.  ° 

Ordered ,  that  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  call  on  the  treafur- 
ers,  and  enquire  of  them  what  fum  of  hard  money  they  have  col¬ 
lected,  and  report  to  Congrefs, 


Refolved, 
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dianf  conrlT1haithe  C°?' m‘tteC  aPP°inted  to  confer  with  the  In- 

friendlv  mf  de  U  co.nference  with  them,  by  returning  them  a 
fnuidly  anfwer,  and  making  them  a  fmall  prefent.  * 

Con  ',vf  0Trtf\aPrPOlnt^  l°  examinethe  journal,  &c.  laid  before 
Con^efs  a  lift  of  the  feveral  matters  therein,  which  are  yet  unfinilh- 

°r/jcreJ’AThat  ,th.C  1fV-ra,1  9omm;ttees>  10  w’hom  any  matters 
are  .eferred,  conclude  their  bulinefs  with  all  convenient  difpatch 
and  report  to  Congrefs.  cmpatcn, 

Ordered  That  the  fecond  paragraph  in  gen.  Schuyler’s  letter,  re¬ 
al, ve  to  the  meafures  taken  by  the  minifterial  agents,  to  engage 
the  Inclians  m  a  war  with  thefe  colonies  be  publiihed.  6  S 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Tuefday  next. 


Tuesday,  December  26,  1775. 

Two  letters  from  gen.  Waft, ington  of  the  ,4thand  .6.  with  one 

enclofed  irom  Dr.  Morgan,  a  letter  from  gov.  Trumbull,  of  the 
20th,  with  a  refolution  of  the  Affembly  of  the  colony  of  Connec¬ 
ticut;  alio  a  letter  from  fundry  matters  of  veffels,  dated  Guadalope 
September  19,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  deputy  mufter  matter  general,  fent  to  Congrefs  the  mutter- 
rolls  of  the  rennlylvama  battalion  by  him  muttered. 

Refolved,  That  the  deputy  mutter-matter  be  direfted  to  repair  to 
New-Jerfey,  and  mutter  the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  and 
make  return  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports  of  the  United  Colonies, 
after  the  rirft  day  of  March  next. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  .ft ate  of  the  treafury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  : 

O 


Whereas  an  eftimate  hath  lately  been  formed  of  the  public  ex- 
pence  already  aiifen,  and  which  may  accrue  in  the  defence  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  the  10th  day  of  June  next,  in  purfuance  whereof  this  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  29th  of  November,  refolved  that  a  farther  fum  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved ,  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  fo  directed  to  be  emitted. 


That  each  colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  fink  its  proportion 
of  faid  bills,  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  mott  effe&ual,  and  belt 
adapted  to  the  condition,  circumftances,  and  equal  mode  of  levy¬ 
ing  taxes  in  each  colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  refpe&ive  colony  be  de¬ 
termined  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  in¬ 
cluding  negroes  and  mulattocs  in  each  colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Affemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils,  01  Committees  of  fafety  of  the  refpedlive  colonies  to 

afeertein. 
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afcertain,  by  the  mod  impartial  and  effectual  means  in  their  power? 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  refpedtive  colony,  taking  care 
that  the  lifts  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  fevera]  perfons 
who  (hall  be  intruded  with  this  fervice  ;  and  that  the  faid  Afiem- 
blies.  Conventions,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  fafety,  do  refpec- 
tively  lay  before  this  Congrefs  a  return  of  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  their  refpedtive  colonies,  as  foon  as  the  fame  fhall  be  pro¬ 
cured. 

That  each  colony  pay  its  refpe£tive  quota  in  four  equal  pay¬ 
ments;  the  firft  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November 
1783  ;  the  fecond,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November  1784; 
the  third,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November  1785  ;  and  the 
fourth  or  laft,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November  1786  ;  and 
that  for  this  end,  the  feveral  Alfemblies  or  Conventions  provide 
for  laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their  refpedlive  colonies,  towards 
finking  the  Continental  bills:  that  the  faid  bills  be  received  by  the 
collectors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the  collectors  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  treafurers,  with  all  fuch  other  mo¬ 
nies  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  Continental  bills ;  which 
other  monies  the  provincial  treafurers  fhall  endeavour  to  get  ex¬ 
changed  for  Continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be  done,  lhall 
fend  to  the  Continental  treafurers  the  deficiency  in  filver  and  gold, 
with  the  bills,  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funk  in  that  year;  tak¬ 
ing  care  to  cut,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole 
in  fuch  bills,  and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to  render  them  un- 
paffable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  legible  ;  and 
the  Continental  treafurers,  as  fall  as  they  receive  the  faid  quotas, 
fhall,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  committee  of  live  perfons  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Congrefs,  if  fitting,  or  by  the  Affembly,  or  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  examine  and  count  the 
Continental  bills,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  committee,  burn 
und  deftroy  them ;  and  the  filver  and  gold  fent  them  to  make  up 
the  deficiencies  of  quotas,  they  fhall  retain  in  their  hands  until  de¬ 
manded  in  redemption  of  Continental  bills,  that  may  be  brought 
to  them  for  that  purpofe,  which  bills  fo  redeemed,  they  fhall  alfo 
burn  and  deftroy  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  Committee  ;  and  the 
treafurers,  whenever  they  have  filver  and  gold  in  their  hands  for 
the  redemption  of  Continental  bills,  fhall  advertife  the  fame,  figni- 
fying  that  they  are  ready  to  give  gold  or  filver,  for  fuch  bills  to 
all  perfons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on  general  Schuyler’s  letters,  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  fent  to  Ticonderoga  being  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr. 
M‘Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  Mr.  Lang- 
don. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  paragraph 
of  lord  Stirling’s  letter  to  the  Congrefs,  complaining  that  feveral 
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of  hie  lecrults  had  been  arrefted  and  imprifoned  for  triffting  debts, 

eing  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

i  ere  as  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  divers  perfons,  either 
from  inattention  to,.the  public  good,  or  with  defign  to  retard  the 
recruiting  fervice,  have  arrefted  and  imprifoned,  for  very  trifth’np* 
ts,  many  foldiers,  who*  had  engaged  to  rifque  their  lives  in  de- 
e nee  of  the  liberties  of  America  5  and  as  it  has  always  been  found 
necefiary  in  time  of  war  to  regulate  and  reftrain  a  pra&ice  of  fuch 
pernicious  tendency,  and  in  fuch  cafes  to  abate  the  rigour  of  the 

Refolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legif- 
latuies  in  thefe  colonies,  whether  Aflemb'lies  or  Conventions,  to 
pafs  acts  or  ordinances,  prohibiting  the  arrefts  of  continental  fol- 
oiers  for  fmall  debts  ;  and  in  order  that  the  fame  rule  may  pervade 
all  the  colonies,  that  no  foldier  be  arrefted  at  the  fuit  of  any  of  his 
creditors,  unlefs  the  faid  creditor  make  oath,  that  the  faid  foldier 
is  juftly  indebted  to  him  in  the  fum  of  thirty-five  dollars  over  and 
above  all  difeounts  ;  and  that  the  eftate  of  no  fuch  foldier  be  liable 
to  attachment  at  the  fuit  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors, 
unlefs  their  debts  in  the  whole,  on  being  afeertained  by  their  oaths,' 
/hall  amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Refolved ,  That  the  feveral  letters  received  from  lord  Stirling  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  dire&ed  to  report  an 
anfvver. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  LiviDgfton,  and 
Mr.  Jay.  0 

-  Refolved ,  That  the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  fupplied 
with  gun-brufhes,  prickers,  double-worms,  ferew-drivers,  and  oil ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  faid 
colony  to  provide  the  fame. 

Whereas  this  Congrefs,  by  a  refolution  pafted  the  15th  day  of 
July  laft,  did  direct  that  every  veffel  importing  into  thefe  colonies, 
gun-powder,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  and  other  military  ftores  therein 
fpecifyed,  within  nine  months  from  the  date  thereof,  fhould  he 
permitted  to  load  and  expert  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the 
value  of  fuch  powder  and  ftores  aforefaid,  the  non-exportation  a- 
greement  notwithftanding,  by  permits  from  the  Committees  of  the 
feveral  colonies  ;  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  this  Congrefs  may  be 
the  better  informed  of  the  quantity  of  military  ftores,  which  are  or 
fliall  be  fo  imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  aforefaid  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  committees  by  whom 
any  permits,  under  the  faid  refolution,  have  been  or  may  be  grant¬ 
ed,  to  tranfmit  to  this  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  a  true  account 
of  the  military  ftores,  &c.  imported,  and  of  the  produce  exported, 
with  the  price  and  value  of  both. 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  bepublilhed. 


The 


December,  177J.  ..  3°7 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftructions  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Irvine  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read,  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow# 

Wednesday,  December  27,  1775* 

A  letter  of  the  21ft,  from  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  of  the 
town  of  Lancafler,  enclofing  tne  paroles  of  tne  oiucers  t  tere, 

being  received,  was  read.  # 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of-  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  capt.  Motte,  and  confult  with  him  on  the  bell  method  u 
providing  the  guard  under  his  command  with  provifions  on  tneir 

return  home.  _ 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Cufhing,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr. 

Lynch.  .  f  , 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  or  the 

committee  on  the  hate  of  Virginia,  and  after  debate,  the  farther 
confideration  thereof  at  the  requell  of  a  colony,  was  pohponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  capt.  Motte,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

That  they  find,  fome  of  faid  guard  have  upwards  of  240  miles 
to  march  :  that  they  will  be  content  with  eight  dollars  each,  and 
bear  their  owr,  expefnces  to  their  refpe&ive  homes,  or  to  be  1  up- 
plied  by  a  commiffary,  or  any  other  way  as  the  Congrefs  fha 

judge  bell.  * 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  faid  guard  receive 
a  fum  not  exceeding  8  dollars  each,  in  lieu  of  all  other  provifiou 
for  their  return,  therefore, 

Refolved ,  That  capt.  Motte  be  empowered  to  pay  to  his  guard 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  a  fum  not  exceeding  8  dollars  to  any 
one,  according  to  their  refpe£tive  dillances,  and  that  he  return  to 
the  committee  of  claims,  a  lift  of  his  men,  and  an  account  of  the 
payments  to  them  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  December  28,  1775*  1 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Sache- 
veral  Wood,  the  fum  of  91*9  dollars,  for  fupport  of  17  men  to  the 
2  ill  December,  who  are  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  by 
order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
G.  Wythe,  Efq;  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Indians  for  the  fum  of  13  A,  dollars  as  a  prefent  to  faid  Indians. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for  the  fum  of  8000 

dollars 


s 
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do  lan for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the  fald 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame.  J 

i  ne  Congrefs  refumed  the  conf, deration  of  the  report  of  the 

committee  on  the  Hate  of  Virginia,  and  thereupon  Tame  to  the 
following  refolution.  1 

Jrfftv-  That  liX  ,ba“ali°ns  are  neoefTary  to  be  immediately 
raifed  in  Virginia,  and  that  they  be  raifed  accordingly,  upon  the 

fame  terms,  and  paid  as  the  continental  forces  in  ^the  camp  at 
oX'.Se™,  Contention  of  that  col.ny  can  aifc  them 

°f  th' fem 

kefolved,  I  hat  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-mor  ow.  r  r 

Rcjotved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  (late  of  New-York,  and  report  thereon  to  Cou¬ 


rt  1  u;  merabers  c’nofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  \\  .  Livmgfton,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  capts.  Paddock  and 
Comn  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fr  i day,  Dece??iber  2q,  iyyc» 

A  petition  of  capt.  Sell ick  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 
.  Rffehed,  I  hat  the  faid  petition,  with  the  papers  accompany- 
mg  it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  F. 
Lee. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania 
being  read.  1 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  of  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  which  may  be  procured  : 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
farther  into  this  matter.  ^ 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Lynch. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  united  colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confideration,  the  matter  to  them  refer¬ 
red,  and  had  come  to  certain  refolutions  which  he  was  ready  to  re¬ 
port. 

I  he  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  the  Congrefs  took  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  re- 
folution-  Refolved, 


DecembfR,  1775*  3  09 

1  % 

Refohed,  That  the  colonies  of  Virginia,  Maryland  aud  Nortli- 
Carolina  be  permitted  to  export  produce  from  their  refpe&ive  co¬ 
lonies  to  any  part  of  the  world  except  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  the 
iflands  of  jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alderney  and  Mann  and  the 
Britifh  Wdt  India  iflands  and  in  return  to  import  fo  much  fait 
from  any  part  of  the  world  not  prohibited  by  the  Aflociation  as 
the  conventions  or  councils  of  lafety  of  the  two  former  colonies 
and  the  provincial  councils  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies 
and  the  provincial  council  of  the  other  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  now  fuffering  great  diftrefs  by  the 
fcarcity  of  that  neceffary  article,  proper  caution  being  taken  to 
prevent  any  abufe  of  this  indulgence  by  exceeding  in  the  quanti¬ 
ties  exported  or  imported,  and  that  no  provifions,  Haves,  or  naval 
flores  be  exported,  if  other  commodities  may  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Refolved,  That  as  the  importation  of  any  univerfally  neceffary 
commodity,  and  the  exportation  of  our  produce,  to  purchafe  the 
fame,  mull  give  a  proportionably  greater  opportunity  to  our  ene¬ 
mies  of  making  depredations,  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  colonies,  and  of  occafionally  diftreffing  them  by  intercep¬ 
ting  fuch  commodities,  it  is  earneflly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
affemblies  or  conventions  immediately  to  promote,  by  fufficient 
public  encouragements,  the  making  fait  in  their  refpe&ive  colo¬ 
nies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  immediately  pub- 
li/hed.  r 

The  committee  on  Indian  trade  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  lord  Sterling’s  letter?  alfo  brought  in  their 
report. 

A.  letter  of  the  i6tn  fiom  the  committee  of  corrcfpondence  in 
Virginia,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

x  he  order  of  the  day  being  renewed,  and  the  feveral  matters 
to  this  day  referred  being  poltponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  Dece??iber  30,  1775- 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  19th  and  21ft, 
en doling  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  general  Howe,  and  accompanied 
v.ith  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  being  received  and  read. 

Refolded,  That  the  letters  from  the  general,  and  the  intercept¬ 
ed  letters,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

Theraembers  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wythe 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  7  ' 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  21ft  being  received,  was 
read.  '  0  ? 


Another  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  14th  Decem¬ 
ber  brought  by  two  Grangers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

rCad‘  Refolved, 
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Rejolved,  That  this  be  referrprl  *1,  r 

are  directed  to  confer  with  th/h  k  ^  committce>  who 

fares  as  they  raav  t  h  r  f"’  and  to  Purfue  ^  pa¬ 
nics.  y  7  th,Dk  Pr°Per  for  the  intereft  of  the  united  colo- 

^  Refolved. ,  That  major  Preflon  have  -  , 

'US  uncle  who  lives  there,  and  to  remain  in  that^la^07  ^ 

The  ComSe  appointed^  ^ ^  !,rders  °f  Congrefs. 
information,  refpe&ing  a  ana  ?*  cnC*Uire  lnto  t^le  grounds  of  the 
to  be  procured  rPeno«? tLtT  l  ™  ?nd  being 

have  received ^teCnce  that  ^  have.eMmJn«l  “to  the  fame,  an! 
and  other  articles  are  conceal'd' i^T 7  ™S  ammunition> 

a«e  . — -a-  r,K't  * 

this  wtell^e^e'tVgen'sth^r1”1”!?  ^  d'refied  to  CQmmunicate 
defire  hidL  f  i  f,  Sc™yler’  and  ,n  the  na™e  of  the  Con « refs 
r;n2.  th  {  ■ ,  lke  tne  fPeed)r  andeffedtual  meafures  fortecu- 
g  the  fa  id  arms  and  military  ilores,  and  for  difarmino-  th  r  * a 

tones,  and  apprehending  their  chiefs.  "  &  aid 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafnres-  ;n  r.  r 

of  for,y  **- 

accompany  faid  guard.  6  °  ,t£ee 

.  Re-&Vld:.,  That  the  treafarers  be  empowered  to  employ  a  broker 
to  clltd  and  gold,  1,  «»ch,„g.'f„  cntl«»,JKof 

pot?' wS  Se"iel'•  b™"8h*  »  •be,', 

Rejdved  1  hat  tne  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters  this  day 
read,  and  the  iceps  which  Congrefs  may  take  in  confequence  of 
the  intelligence  thereby  given,  be  kept  fecret  until  farther  orders 
excepting  only  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  South-CW 
ina  have  leave  to  fend  to  their  Conventions,  extrafts  of  fuch  parts 

thei- ^  c')lonies<;tterS’  ^  tkink  neceflaT  for  tiie  welfare  of 

1  he  Committee  on  the  petition  of  fundry  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia,  alfo  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 
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their  fecond  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  152 


their  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor , 
their  letter  to  Richard  Peti?2>  Efq; 
refolves  refpe<fting  the  indians, 
encourage  the  importation  of  faltpetre,  See 
their  addrefs  to  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica, 
cncreafe  their  army, 
emit  more  money, 
form  a  general  poft-offtce, 
form  a  general  hofpital, 
addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
fix  the  pay  of  their  officers 


159 

1 60 

161 
168 
174 

176 

177 
ibid. 

178 
180 
185 

Congress 
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228 


233 
250 

253 

255 

259,  274 

272,  276 
274 
279 


Congress  fix  the  quota  of  each  colony.  Page  186,  304 

their  opinion  of  the  conciliatory  refolution,  loV 

adjourn,  l94 

endeavour  to  intercept  two  veflels  bound  to  Canada,  2  12 
order  gold  and  filver  to  be  collected,  213 

recommend  an  arreil  of  fufpicious  perfons,  ibid* 

fortify  Hudfon’s  river,  2I4>  24° 

direct  an  eftimate  to  be  made  of  damage  done  by  the 

222 

enemy, 

fit  out  cruizers, 
their  refolves  refpedling  trade, 
fupply  the  northern  army  with  cloathing,  .  2 3^ 

their  indrudfions  to  the  council  of  N.  Hampdiire,  231 
augment  and  regulate  their  army, 
eftablifli  packets, 
fupply  Bermuda  with  provifions, 
fupply  the  indians, 
model  their  navy, 
refolve  another  emiflion, 
promote  the  recruiting  fervice, 
their  inftrudtions  to  Virginia, 
refolve  that  no  colony  fhall  feparately  petition  the 

crown,  2  79 

their  reply  to  the  king’s  proclamation,  282 

urge  the  eaftern  governments  to  afiiil  the  general  with 
their  militia,  2^5 

augment  their  navy,  292 

engage  to  repay  New-York  and  Pennfyl vania  the  pow¬ 
der  and  arms  borrowed  from  them,  298 

their  refolves  on  the  difputes  between  Pennfylvania 
and  Connecticut,  299 

Connecticut  urged  to  compleat  their  levies,  172 

forbid  to  fettle  lands  in  Pennfylvania,  303 

Connolly  major,  taken  prifoner,  274 

Connolly ,  Cameron  and  Smith,  confined  at  Philadelphia,  286 
Currency  continental,  how  to  be  funk,  186,  304 

form  of  the  bills,  280 

refolve  for  the  fupport  of  its  credit,  304 
Crown  Point  in  danger,  1 1 1 

D 

Declaration  of  rights, 

on  taking  up  arms, 

on  the  king’s  proclamation. 

Delegates,  their  firft  meeting, 

their  fecond  Congrefs, 

additional, 

7  #  ) 
for  Pennfylvania, 


27 

*43 

282 


1 

73 

100 

236 

Delegates 


l 


A 


j  i 


1  N  D  E  X. 

Delegates  may  frank  letters,; 

_  not  to  be  abfent  without  leave, 

Depoutions  refpefting  Lexington  battle, 
eferters,  penalties  on  thole  that  harbour  them, 
iJtckinfon  John,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
iJoors  of  Congrefs  to  be  fliut  during  bufinefs, 
uche  Rev.  Mr.  opens  Congrefs  with  prayers, 

to  preach  on  the  general  fall,  r6 

to  preach  Mr.  Randolph’s  funeral  fermon  221 

Dunntore  lord,  contravenes  the  non-exportation  agreement!’  274 

his  conduct  m  Virginia, 

^  _<? .  y  _  279 

288 


Page  245 
250 

84 

234 
3 1 
79 
11»  73 

169 


um  conduct  m  Virginia, 

Dyer  coronel,  his  account  for  medicines  fettled. 


E 

Edouards  Timothy,  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs, 
Fmiihons  of  bills  of  credit, 

F 

Falmouth  burnt, 

Fall:,  a  general  one  appointed, 

Fenton  John,  obtains  leave  to  go  to  England, 

Field  officers, 

Fleming  Edward,  adjutant  general  for  the  northern 
hunts,  a  quantity  purchafed, 

Franklin  I)r,  obtains  leave  to  land  his  books,  &c. 

.  poil-mafter  general, 

t anks  David,  commilFary  of  prifoners, 

G 

Gage  general,  fortifies  Boflon,  r 

a  letter  to  him  from  Congrefs, 
his  letter  to  the  prefident, 

Gates  Horatio,  adjutant  general, 

Georgia  accedes  to  the  general  affociation, 

delegates  apply  for  advice,  refpe&ing  two 
Great-Britain, 

proceedings  there,  laid  before  Congrefs, 
defended, 

Gridley  Mr.  colonel  of  artillery, 
indemnified, 

Gunpowder,  the  manufacture  of,  recomended, 


army, 


257 
125,  272 

228 

117 

203 
125,  238 

200 

28 1 

T99 
178 

277 


23 

25 

66 

122 

172 

cargoes  from 

201 

97 

234 

202 

25I 
Il6,  l68 


H 

Hall  Lyman,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
Haljled  Matthias,  appointed  quarter-mailer, 
Hancock  John,  Elq;  prefident  of  Congrefs, 
Hooper  William,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
Hanfon  John ,  commilFary,  pro  tempore , 


97 

3°° 

104 

32 


243 

Hay, 


N 


INDEX. 

Bay  lieutenant,  returns  to  England  on  parole, 
Henry  Patrick ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
Herring  John ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 

Hewes  Jofeph,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
added  to  the  committee  of  claims, 

Hillegas  Michael ,  continental  treafurer, 

Holmes  James ,  appointed  furgeon, 

Hopkins  Stephen ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 
Hopkins  Ezek.  commander  of  the  fleet, 

Hofpital  general,  committee  to  frame  one, 
framed  and  eftablifhed, 

Hi^dfon’s  river,  fortified, 

Hudlon  Jonathan ,  his  petition  and  refolves  thereon. 


Pag:  293 
103 

2  I 
12 
224 
186 
300 
IO3 
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172 
J78 
214,  240 
290 


*74 

124 


Jainaica ,  add  refs  to  the  affembly  of 
Jefferfon  Thomas,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 

Jenkins ,  captain  allowed  to  carry  provilions  to  Nantucket,  276 
this  refolve  reconfidered,  280,  289 

Indians,  danger  of  a  rupture  with  them  in  Virginia,  1 12 

efforts  to  obtain  their  friendfhip,  255 

a  fpeech  to  be  made  to  them, 

a  treaty  with  them  at  Albany,  201 

minifcerial  agents  endeavour  to  engage  them  in  the  war,  304 


arrive  at  Philadelphia, 

Inhabitants,  number  in  each  colony  to  be  taken. 
Intelligence  conveyed  by  alarm  polls, 

Jones  Willie ,  commifiioner  for  indian  affairs, 
Journals  of  Congrefs  ordered  to  be  publifhed, 
Irvine  James ,  lieutenant-colonel, 

Judge  advocate  his  pay, 

K 


3°2,  304 
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56 

258 

204 


Kinfey  James,  &  John  Dehart,  refign  their  feats  in  Con  o-refs, 
Kirkland  Samuel ,  indian  miflionary, 

Knox  Henry ,  colonel  of  artillery, 

to  infpedl  the  forts  on  Hudfon’s  river, 


275 

2  47 

25  1 

279 


L 


Lead  to  be  fearched  for  and  colle&ed, 

Letter  to  general  Gage  from  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
to  the  colonies  of  St.  Joh  n’s  &c. 
to  the  American  agents  in  England, 
from  general  Gage  to  the  prelident  of  Congrefs, 
cncular  from  the  agents  in  England, 

from  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maffachulets-Bay 
grefs,  J 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-jBntain, 


192 

18 

56 

58 

66 

79 

to  Con- 
81 


Letters 
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Letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
to  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
to  Richard  Penn,  Efq; 
from  Bermuda, 

Letters  feveral  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs, 

to  delegates  and  commanders  in  chief  poft  free,  243,  244 
intercepted,  ordered  to  be  publiffied,  291 

of  thanks  to  the  general  officers  in  the  northern  army,  ibid • 
intercepted  and  fecrecy  enjoined  310 

Lee  Richard  Henry ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  10 

Lee  Charles ,  fecond  major-general,  123 

Lexington ,  battle,  an  account  of  84 

Library  company  of  Philadelphia  offer  Congrefs  the  ufe  of  their 
books,  _  jo 

Lietenants,  fecond  their  pay  in  marching  regiments,  210 

Living  ft  on  Walter ,  commiffary  for  the  New-York  department,  169 


Livingfton  Henry  B.  honoured  by  Congrefs, 
Lowry  Thomas ,  commiffary  in  New-Jerfey, 


291 
252,  286 


M 

Manly ,  captain  takes  a  prize,  289 

Marines,  ordered  to  be  raifed,  246 

Maryland ,  fends  new  delegates  to  Congrefs,  198 

Matlack  Timothy ,  appointed  clerk  of  Congrefs,  100 

to  take  charge  of  military  ftores,  212 

Matroffes  to  be  raifed  in  New-York,  226 

M‘ Gregor  Dougal ,  his  petition,  282 

Mead  and  company,  permited  to  export  produce,  294 

Middleton  Henry ,  chofen  prelident  of  Congrefs,  56 

Militia,  rules  for  its  regulation,  170 

not  to  be  called  out  without  confent  of  the  legiflature,  285 
Military  {lores,  account  of  their  importation  called  for,  306 

Minutes  of  the  preceeding  day  to  be  read  every  morning,  293 
Money  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  192,  193 

fcnt  to  the  northern  army,  221 

advanced  to  the  pay  mailer  general,  248 

to  Georgia,  243 

to  the  convention  of  New-York,  248 

to  New-Jerfey,  243 

to  Pennfylvania,  262,  307 

to  New-Hampfliire  and  Maffachufets-Bay,  278 
to  Rhode-Ifand,  291 

Morris  Lewis ,  colonel,  commiffary  for  indian  affairs,  201 

Mont crieff  Pat .  obtains  leave  to  go  to  England,  141 

Montgomery ,  general  takes  Montreal,  272 

is  promoted,  •  288 

allowed  to  purchafe  cloathing  for  his  army,  ibid • 


Montgomery, 
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222 
258 
297 
296 
296,  297 

3°7 

106 

2  49 


Montgomery  general,  allowed  table-expences, 

Morgan  Dr.  John ,  dire&or  general  of  the  hofpital, 

M‘Pherfon  captain,  fent  to  camp, 

Morris  Anthony >  major, 

Motion  in  Congrefs,  not  to  be  made  after  12  o’clock, 

Motte  captain,  prifoners  under  his  care  difpofed  of, 

money  advanced  him, 
his  guard  provided  for, 

Murray  Robert  and  John ,  their  memorial,  . 

Murray ,  Sanfom  and  others,  report  on  their  memorial; 

N 

Nantucket ,  refolve  refpe&ing  provifions  exported  thereto,  109 
to  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  2  7° 

this  refolve  re-coniidered,  280,  289 

Navy  continental,  formed,  2 59 

rules  and  regulations  of,  262,  281,  287 

Naval  committee,  to  fit  out  armed  veflels  for  the  defence  of  Chefa- 

peak  Bay,  274 

to  engage  feamen  and  purchafe  llores,  280 

a  new  one  appointed,  2^9 

impowered  to  augment  the  navy,  292 

to  draw  on  the  trcafury,  .  295 

to  lfiue  warrants  to  their  officers,  and  dne£f  the 
operations  of  the  navy, 

Naval  officers  appointed, 

New-  Jerfey ,  to  raife  two  battalions, 

troops  fupplied  and  ordered  to  march, 

New- Hampjhire  applies  to  Congrefs  for  advice, 

the  reply  of  Congrefs, 

Newton  Downham ,  permitted  to  export, 

New -York  applies  to  Congrefs  for  advice, 

department,  the  army  there  modelled, 
applies  for  money,- — not  granted, 

Non-importation  agreement  refolved  on, 

explained  and  extended, 

North  lord,  his  conciliatory  resolution, 
endeavours  to  enforce  it, 

North-Carolina ,  refolves  for  railing  the  militia, 

applies  for  money, 

Battalions  put  on  the  eflablifhment, 

Nov  a -Scotia  applies  to  join  the  affociation, 

O 

Officers  Britifh,  not  allowed  to  negociate  bills  of  exchange, 
Officers  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity, 

Officers  having  ferved,  to  be  preferred  in  the  new  inliflments, 
in  the  navy,  their  pay, 
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237 
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187 

233 
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Vol.  I. 


Packets 


I  N  D  E 


X. 


* 


A 

Packets  edabliffied, 

Paddock  and  Coffin  petition  Congrefs, 
i  ay  of  various  officers,  afcertained, 
of  the  continental  treafurers, 
of  the  navy, 

Pay-mafter  general  to  give  fecurity, 
teun  John,  takes  his  feat  in  Conn-refs, 
i  cnnjyhania  to  raife  one  battalion, 

to  raife  eight  companies  of  riflemen, 
money  granted  for  the  purpofe, 
committee  to  nominate  their  own  officers 
and  Connedicut,  difputes  between  them, 

.  #  battalion,  allowances  made  them, 

1  etitions  to  the  king, 

Philips  EHJha ,  commiffary  for  the  northern  army, 
romeray  general,  fuperceded. 

Pod-office  formed. 

Powder  to  be  manufactured  and  imported, 
an  account  of,  to  be  taken, 
report  made, 

Prefident  may  adjourn  Congrefs, 

f  refion  major  and  others,  to  repay  money  advanced  them 
obtains  leave  to  go  to  Lancafter, 
allowed  to  go  to  Amboy, 

^omas*  advanced  him, 

Pnfoners,  taken  at  St.  John’s,  difpofed  of, 
arrive  at  Philadelphia, 
of  war,  refolves  concerning  them, 
allowed  to  fell  their  bills  for  fubfiftance, 
may  choofe  their  refldence. 

Prizes  naval,  diftribution  of, 

Proclamation  of  the  king,  remarks  on, 

Purviance  MefTrs.  their  memorial, 

Putnam  Ijrael ,  major  general, 

CL 

Quarter-mader  general,  his  rank,  ^ 

Qii°ta  or  each  colony,  how  determined, 

R 

Jiandolpn  Peyton,  find  preddent  of  Congrefs, 

prefident  of  the  fecond  Congrefs, 
his  death  and  funeral, 

Rank  of  continental  and  provincial  officers. 

Read  Jojcph ,  his  letter  refpeCting  cloathing, 

Recruiting  fervice  promoted, 

Re-captures,  how  difpofed  of 
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.187 

287 
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243 

294 

299 
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200 

172 
177 
168 
200 
206 
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288 
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249 
279 
285 
277 
288 
296 
261 
282 
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305 
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223 

235 

200 
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Regonvills 
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Regonville  Mr.  permitted  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  Page  301 
Refolve  refpeaing  the  carrying  perfons  beyond  fea  for  triaC  56 
Refolution  conciliatory,  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  104 

Refolves  on  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga, 

Refolution  conciliatory,  enforced, 

Rhode-  JJlandj  urged  to  compleat  its  levies, 

Riflemen,  fix  companies  to  be  raifed, 

Rofs  George ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs, 

Rules  and  regulations  of  the  army, 

of  the  navy, 
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1 10 
172 
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12 

128,  234,  277 
262,  28l,  287 


s 


221,  245 


3°9 

192 
1 1 6 
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247 
225 


Salt  allowed  to  be  imported, 

method  of  making  it,  enquired  into, 

Salt-petre  and  fulphur  to  be  collected, 
the  importation  encouraged, 
the  manufactory  of  it  promoted, 

Salt-petre  mine  in  Virginia, 

fulphur  &  arms  may  be  imported  from  the  W.  Indies,  ibid \ 
Salt-petre  committee  may  draw  on  the  treafury,  257 

iSchuyier  Philips  major  general,  12i> 

powers  given  him, 

blank  commifiions  fent  to  him,  200 

intelligence  from  him,  publi/hed,  203 

the  troops  from  N.  York,  ordered  to  join  him,  ibid. 
direCted  to  fearch  for  lead  at  Crown -Point,  252 
ordered  to  difarm  the  tories  in  Trypn  county,  310 
filver  and  gold  tranfmitted  to  him, 

Scammel  rhajor,  promoted, 

Secrecy  enjoined  the  members  of  Congrefs, 
refpedling  intercepted  letters, 

Seamen,  their  pay, 

Shinn  Buddel ,  quarter  maker, 

Signers  to  the  continental  currency, 

Skene  major,  arrives,  and  his  papers  examined, 
is  put  under  parole, 
fent  to  Connecticut, 
feveral  refolves  concerning  him, 

Soldiers  not  to  be  arrefled  for  trifling  debts, 

South-Carolina  defended, 

direCted  to  form  a  plan  of  government, 

Spencer  Elihu  and  Alexander  McWhorter,  money  advanced, 

St.  John's  fort  taken,  2.(  ’ 

Stewart  and  Jackfon ,  their  memorial,  * 

Stringer  Samuel ,  dire&or  of  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment, 

Subu fiance  allowed  to  troops  on  recruiting  fervice, 

Suffolk  county,  their  refolves  and  addrefs' to  general  Gage,  '  d 

Surgeons 
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ibid. 

204 

79 
3  10 

293 

262 

290 

J15 
1 16 

1 28 

142 

306 

234 

235 

29b' 
279 
199 


Surgeons,  one  allowed  to  each  battalion,  Page  286 

Symes  lieutenant,  taken  prifoner,  224 

T 

I  able  expences  allowed  commanding  officers,  288 

Tea-holders,  their  memorial  rejected,  272 

Thomfon  Charles ,  fecretary  of  C'ongrefs,  2,  73 

Thomas  general,  promoted, 

1  homfon  William ,  an  order  on  the  treafurer  in  his  favour,  187 

Tilghman  Matthew ,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  12 

Ticonderoga  taken,  I0^ 

in  danger  of  being  re-taken,  m 

the  pay  of  the  troops  there,  1 26 

inftru£tions  to  the  committee  appointed  to  gothere,  241 
1  ories  in  Tryon  county,  to  be  difarmed,  310 

Trade,  reiolves  refpecting  it,  228 

Treafu  rers  continental,  appointed,  186 

to  give  fecurity,  188 

Treafury,  refolves  for  the  fupport  of  its  credit,  304 

Trumbull  J of eph,  commiifary  general,  17 1 

Trumbull  Jonathan ,  pay-mailer,  179 

Trumbull  Jofeph ,  draws  on  Congrefs  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy,  215 
Tryon  county,  tories  there  difarmed,  310 

Tudor  William ,  judge  advocate,  186 

V 

Veffels  re-taken,  how  difpofed  of,  281 

Veifels  tranfporting  {lores.  &c.  to  the  enemy,  lawful  prize,  298 
taken  Sc  carried  into  New-England,  to  be  libelled  there,  299 
Virginia  fends  new  Delegates  to  Congrefs,  197 

troops  fent  there  from  Fennfylvania,  279 

fix  battalions  raifed  there,  308 

W 

Walker  John,  one  of  the  indian  commiffioners,  172 

Walker  Thomas ,  one  of  the  indiail  commiffioners,  201 

Ward  Samuel,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  10 1 

Ward  Artimus,  major  general,  122 

Warren  James,  pay-mailer  general,  179 

Washington  George,  Efq;  appointed  generaliffimo  of  the 

American  army,  119 

his  fpcech  on  the  occafion,  120 

his  com  million,  122 

impowered  to  increafe  his  army,  173 
allowed  to  attack  Boilon,  302 

Wharton  Carpenter,  contrails  to  fupply  the  army,  2S8 

White  Eyes  captain,  introduced  to  Congrefs,  *295 

Wi fner  Henry,  takes  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  12 

Wyoming ,  hofeilities  there,  232 


